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The Gospel of God 
Scripture: Romans 1:1 – Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called [to be] 
an apostle, separated to the gospel of God… 
The	Book	of	Romans,	written	by	the	Apostle	Paul	in	57	AD,	near	the	end	of	his	third	missionary	
journey,	is	often	referred	to	as	“the	Constitution	of	Christianity.”	The	theme	of	this	book	is	found	
in	Romans	1:17,	where	it	says,	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	Thus,	the	Book	of	Romans	explains	
justification,	faith,	and	the	governing	doctrines	of	salvation	and	God’s	heavenly	citizens.	To	
explain	these	truths,	Paul	first	identified	himself	as	a	“bondservant.”	Paul	described	himself	as	
an	intense	servant	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	Greek	word	for	“bondservant”	is	the	word	“dulos.”	The	
Bible	uses	this	word	to	describe	people	that	were	destitute	of	all	things,	having	no	rights	of	any	
kind,	and	weren’t	even	included	in	genealogies	as	people.	Thus,	some	of	the	greatest	revelation	
and	understanding	from	God	comes	to	those	who	faithfully	submit	themselves	to	this	kind	of	a	
life	in	favor	of	Jesus	Christ.	Even	Jesus	Himself	came	in	the	form	of	a	“bondservant”	as	described	
in	Philippians	2:7.	To	be	a	bondservant	of	Jesus,	is	to	live	in	a	manner	like	Jesus.		

Paul	was	“called”	to	this	manner	of	living.	He	was	called	to	be	an	apostle,	or	messenger	of	God	in	
the	form	of	a	servant.	This	means	that	Paul	did	not	have	the	liberty	to	author	his	own	message.	
He	simply	repeated	that	which	he	was	told.	His	writings	were	not	creative	documents	but	
narratives	that	he	repeated	as	God	revealed	the	truth	to	him	directly	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	As	Paul	
was	“called”	by	God,	he	was	invited	by	God	to	partake	in	God’s	work	to	reveal	His	Gospel.	God	
created	Paul	with	purpose,	and	when	it	was	Paul’s	time,	God	called	Paul	to	respond	according	to	
that	purpose	that	was	focused	on	serving	God’s	needs	unto	His	glory.	Paul	simply	responded	to	
that	call.	Paul	simply	heard	the	voice	of	God	and	did	as	he	was	told.	The	Bible	teaches	that	many	
are	“called”	but	few	are	chosen.	Romans	1:6	explains	that	Paul	was	called	by	Jesus	Himself	as	
documented	in	Acts	Chapter	9.	Romans	1:7	explains	that	we	were	called	to	be	“saints.”	So,	while	
Paul	was	a	bondservant	and	destitute	of	rights	in	this	life,	the	calling	God	placed	upon	his	life	
shows	that	he	was	one	specially	selected	and	hand-picked	by	God	for	holy	and	eternal	purposes!	

As	such,	Paul	was	separated	to	the	Gospel	of	God.	The	word	“separated”	means	that	Paul’s	life	
was	marked	off	by	boundaries	defined	by	the	Gospel.	The	testimony	of	Jesus	would	define	the	
parameters	of	Paul’s	own	life.	In	other	words,	Paul	received	the	Gospel	and	would	live	to	fit	
himself	into	the	mold	of	Jesus’	own	testimony.	His	entire	life	pursuit	was	centered	on	that	
mandate:	to	die	to	his	personal	ambitions	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	others.	Therefore,	Paul’s	
understanding	of	“God’s	Gospel”	was	critical	if	it	was	to	be	the	basis	of	his	own	life.	God	removed	
Paul	from	his	old	manner	of	living	and	placed	him	in	a	new	world	governed	and	defined	by	
spiritual	things.	If	the	just	shall	live	by	faith,	this	is	what	faith	looks	like!	
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God’s Promise 
Scripture: Romans 1:2 – Which He promised before through His prophets in 
the Holy Scriptures… 
The	Bible	is	filled	with	promises	from	God.	There	are	also	special	promises	that	God	made	that	
are	referred	to	as	“covenants”	in	the	Bible.	God	made	a	“covenant”	to	Noah	that	He	would	never	
flood	the	earth	again.	God	made	a	“covenant”	to	Abraham	that	He	would	bless	all	of	the	families	
of	the	earth	through	Abraham’s	seed.	God	made	a	“covenant”	with	Moses	to	be	the	God	of	Israel	
through	the	righteous	standards	of	the	Law.	God	made	a	“covenant”	with	David	that	his	throne	
would	be	the	means	by	which	Messiah	would	establish	His	own	eternal	kingdom.	God	made	a	
“new	covenant”	with	Israel	that	He	would	replace	their	wicked	hearts	and	write	His	own	
righteousness	upon	their	hearts.	All	of	these	covenants	have	one	thing	in	common,	which	the	
Apostle	Paul	reminded	the	church	in	Rome	about.		

While	God	made	these	different	covenants	throughout	history,	they	are	all	built	on	one	essential	
promise	that	God	made,	which	here	is	identified	as	“the	Gospel	of	God.”	Paul	wrote	that	the	
Gospel	is	God’s	own	Gospel.	Since	Gospel	means	“good	news,”	then	the	Gospel	of	God	is	God’s	
own	good	news	that	He	authored.	Since	Paul	wrote	that	the	Gospel	is	God’s	promise,	then	the	
good	news	that	God	authored	is	a	guarantee	that	God	will	fulfill	Himself.	Though	the	Gospel	is	
more	commonly	known	as	“the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,”	and	rightly	so,	such	a	title	makes	it	seem	
as	if	the	Gospel	of	God	is	a	New	Testament	doctrine.	Such	a	belief	is	very	far	from	the	truth.	

According	to	the	Bible,	the	essential	promise	that	God	made,	on	which	all	of	God’s	other	
promises	stem	from,	is	the	Gospel;	and	this	promise	was	made	well	before	Jesus	Christ	was	born	
by	a	virgin.	According	to	Paul,	the	Gospel	was	promised	through	the	prophets.	The	Gospel	was	
assured	to	the	world	in	Old	Testament	times	when	God	previously	spoke	to	the	fathers	by	the	
prophets.	Not	only	that,	but	the	Gospel	was	documented	in	the	Holy	Scriptures.	In	fact,	upon	
examining	the	covenants	mentioned	previously,	you	will	find	that	each	covenant	reveals	a	part	
of	God’s	plan	to	reveal	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	unto	salvation,	which	is	in	essence,	
the	Gospel.	Even	the	signs	that	God	gave	to	ratify	each	of	those	covenants	reveals	certain	aspects	
of	the	Gospel.	The	covenant	of	Noah	was	ratified	with	the	sign	of	the	rainbow	pointing	to	Jesus	
as	the	light	in	the	sky.	The	covenant	of	Abraham	was	confirmed	with	circumcision	referring	to	
Jesus’	work	to	cut	away	the	flesh	in	sanctification.	The	covenant	of	the	Law	was	ratified	by	the	
Sabbath,	which	is	an	illustration	of	the	rest	Jesus	brings	from	sin	through	His	kingdom.	The	sign	
of	David’s	covenant	was	the	virgin	birth	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	sign	of	the	New	Covenant	was	the	
blood	of	Jesus	Christ.	Clearly	God’s	promise	was	made	long	ago,	fulfilled	in	Christ,	showing	that	
the	Gospel	is	the	proclamation	of	God	on	which	all	other	declarations	stand!		
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Son of God, Messiah, & Master 
Scripture: Romans 1:3 – Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
was born of the seed of David according to the flesh… 

The	identity	of	Jesus	as	“the	Christ”	is	a	critical	part	of	faith.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	Gospel	is	
the	foundation	of	God’s	promises.	Some	teach	that	God	began	to	provide	illustrations	of	His	promise	
to	destroy	the	works	of	darkness	and	the	devil	on	the	first	day	of	creation	when	He	proclaimed,	“Let	
there	be	light”	in	the	midst	of	darkness.	God	gave	a	promise	to	Adam	that	He	would	provide	One	to	
destroy	the	devil	through	“the	Seed	of	the	woman.”	The	“light	of	the	world”	would	also	be	the	“Seed	
of	the	woman.”	Later	that	“Seed”	was	described	as	the	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah,	as	Shiloh,	as	the	
Bright	Morningstar,	and	as	King.	All	of	these	descriptions	describe	God’s	“Anointed	One,”	which	is	the	
English	translation	for	“Messiah.”	Messiah	is	the	Hebrew	word	for	the	Greek	word	“Christ.”	Hence,	
Jesus	as	“the	Christ”	is	the	Messiah.	He	is	the	means	by	which	the	Father	would	extinguish	darkness,	
sin,	and	the	devil.	Jesus	is	the	fulfillment	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises!	

Paul	referred	to	the	Gospel	as	“God’s	Gospel.”	The	“good	news”	that	God	has	is	His	own	message,	
which	testifies	about	Jesus	as	His	“Son”	and	Messiah.	God’s	“good	news”	is	that	He	has	appointed	One	
to	destroy	sin,	which	separates	us	from	Him.	God’s	“good	news”	is	that	He	has	appointed	One	to	
destroy	darkness	and	the	devil	himself!	Equally	as	important,	God’s	“good	news”	is	that	He	is	the	
appointed	One,	ensuring	that	the	work	gets	done	correctly,	in	the	right	time,	and	unto	His	glory.	Paul	
called	Jesus	“His	Son.”	The	Greek	word	for	“son”	is	the	word	“huios,”	which	is	where	the	English	word	
for	“heir”	comes	from.	Jesus	is	THE	only	begotten	Son	of	God.	Psalm	2	defines	the	extent	of	Jesus’	
authority	as	“the	Son”	of	God	by	describing	the	inheritance	He	receives	as	the	Messiah	and	Heir.	He	
has	received	all	of	the	nations	and	all	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unique	attributes.	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh.	
This	is	how	Jesus	is	able	to	fulfil	the	Father’s	promises	to	perfection	as	the	Messiah	–	He	is	God!		

These	things	were	originally	written	by	the	prophets	in	the	Old	Testament.	They	knew	the	Messiah	
would	be	the	root	AND	offspring	of	David.	They	knew	that	He	would	be	born	of	flesh.	They	knew	the	
power	and	authority	of	God	would	come	into	the	world	to	be	a	blessing,	to	all	the	families	of	the	
earth,	through	Israel,	according	to	the	promises	made	to	Abraham.	The	basis	of	Christianity	is	faith	in	
these	truths,	and	that	Jesus	is	the	fulfillment	of	them!	Our	faith	is	predicated	on	our	understanding	
and	trust	in	Jesus’	identity	and	purpose.	Do	we	believe	that	He	is	God?	Do	we	believe	that	He	is	the	
exclusive	means	by	which	we	have	access	to	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises?	If	so,	will	
we	consider	Him	our	“Lord”	or	Master	like	Paul	did?	If	Jesus	is	God	and	took	the	form	of	flesh	for	our	
benefit,	to	do	a	work	that	we	could	never	do,	He	obviously	has	good	intentions	for	those	who	submit	
to	Him	and	His	authority.	He	proved	who	He	is.	He	communicated	His	expectations.	Will	we	follow	
Him	as	our	Lord	for	His	purposes	seeing	how	good	they	are?	This	is	the	beginning	of	Paul’s	argument	
to	show	what	real	Biblical	faith	is	and	what	it	looks	like.	It	begins	with	what	we	know	of	Jesus,	who	
He	is,	what	He	did,	why	He	did	it,	our	attitudes	towards	His	testimony,	and	how	we	respond.  	
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God’s Declaration 
Scripture: Romans 1:4 – [And] declared [to be] the Son of God with power 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead… 
The	basis	of	Christianity	is	found	in	the	name	by	which	we	identify	ourselves	–	Christ.	The	
scriptures	explain	that	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	the	son	of	Mary	and	adopted	son	of	Joseph,	is	that	
Christ.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Messiah	is	God’s	Anointed	One,	appointed	for	the	work	of	
fulfilling	ALL	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises.	However,	as	God	taught	and	
prepared	the	children	of	Israel	to	receive	their	Messiah	through	the	prophets,	He	explained	that	
He	would	ultimately	be	the	Messiah.	The	essence	of	the	Messiah’s	work	is	centered	on	His	ability	
to	deal	with	sin,	offering	forgiveness	from	transgression	in	order	to	bring	peace	between	
mankind	and	God.	Who	but	God	can	forgive	sins?	Who	but	God	can	deal	with	sin	without	falling	
into	it?	Though	God	“appointed”	a	Man	from	the	line	of	David	to	fulfill	His	promises,	His	promise	
of	a	Messiah	was	ultimately	speaking	about	His	own	incarnation	as	Jesus.		

It	is	true	that	Jesus	was	born	from	Mary	and	adopted	by	Joseph	as	prophesied	by	Isaiah	9:6.	
However,	Jesus’	true	essence	was	not	of	Mary	or	Joseph.	The	scriptures	declare	that	Mary	
conceived	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	so	that	Jesus’	true	essence	was	of	the	Spirit	of	God.	He	would	be	
born	and	live	as	flesh,	but	have	the	DNA	of	the	Lord	God	Almighty	flowing	through	His	blood!	
According	to	Paul,	this	is	the	most	supreme	of	the	Father’s	declarations.	According	to	the	Bible,	
the	basis	of	our	faith	is	not	based	on	the	declarations	of	men	and	women,	but	instead	based	on	
the	declaration	of	the	One	True	Living	God.	Jesus’	identity	is	not	speculation	or	myth.	Jesus’	
identity	as	God	in	flesh	was	visibly	and	tangibly	verified	by	eyewitnesses	so	that	the	promises,	
conditions,	and	points	of	our	faith	are	valid.		

Paul	mentioned	two	points	that	witness	to	validate	Jesus’	identity.	Jesus	was	declared	to	be	the	
Son	of	God	according	to	the	Spirit	of	Holiness.	When	Jesus	was	baptized,	the	Gospel	accounts	
testify	that	when	Jesus	came	up	out	of	the	water,	the	Holy	Spirit	took	the	form	of	a	dove,	
descended	from	the	sky	and	rested	upon	Jesus	at	which	point	a	voice	from	heaven	was	heard	
saying,	“This	is	my	Son	in	whom	I	am	well	pleased.”	At	that	time,	the	presence	of	God’s	Spirit	
rested	upon	Jesus	to	show	the	Father’s	unique	and	exclusive	approval	of	Jesus,	also	verbally	
declaring	Jesus	to	be	His	own	Son/Heir	before	many	witnesses.	The	Father	also	declared	Jesus	to	
be	His	Son	by	the	resurrection.	Jesus	not	only	exercised	the	Father’s	exclusive	power	over	life	
and	death	to	resurrect	others,	but	also	resurrected	Himself!	Jesus	fulfilled	prophecy	and	showed	
that	He	alone	has	God’s	authority	over	life	and	death	so	that	as	He	gave	up	His	life	for	atonement,	
He	also	took	His	life	up	again.	Who	but	God	could	do	such	a	thing?	This	means	that	Jesus	MUST	
be	God	in	flesh!	Our	trust	in	this	truth	is	the	basis	for	our	faith.		
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Grace with Purpose!  
Scripture: Romans 1:5-6 – Through Him we have received grace and 
apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 
among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ… 

The	grace	of	God	is	one	of	the	most	difficult	things	to	understand.	Consider	Lot,	the	nephew	of	
Abraham.	Lot	was	a	man	that,	when	his	integrity	as	a	hospitable	man	was	threatened,	he	offered	
up	his	unmarried	virgin	daughters	to	an	angry	horde	of	men	as	sex	objects,	making	them	
available	to	the	vilest	of	sexual	assault	and	exploitation.	Yet,	the	Bible	assures	us	that	Lot	was	
righteous	on	account	of	faith.	Clearly	the	favor	God	gives	is	unmerited	beyond	understanding!	
However,	while	grace	is	freely	received	by	faith,	grace	is	given	with	intense	purpose.	We	must	
know,	understand,	and	fulfill	that	purpose	in	order	to	be	true	recipients	of	grace.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that	the	grace	of	the	Father	comes	exclusively	through	Jesus	Christ.	
According	to	Paul,	grace	is	not	the	only	thing	that	has	been	given	or	received.	Paul	expressed	
that	with	grace,	comes	the	appointment	of	apostleship.	An	apostle	is	simply	a	messenger.	An	
apostle	is	simply	one	sent	forth	with	orders	to	proclaim	a	message	previously	authored	by	the	
supreme	authority.	Based	on	the	context	that	Paul	was	writing	in,	the	message	of	apostleship	is	
the	Gospel	of	God.	Therefore,	as	recipients	of	grace,	Paul	taught	that	we	are	also	entrusted	with	
the	Gospel	and	empowered	to	proclaim	it.	We	are	not	just	saved	from	God’s	wrath	by	the	Gospel,	
but	also	expected	to	proclaim	that	same	Gospel	so	that	others	can	receive	the	same	benefit.	The	
call	of	apostleship	to	proclaim	the	Gospel	is	packaged	with	the	grace	of	God.	The	two	go	hand-in-
hand.	So,	if	we	have	received	grace	in	salvation,	we	have	also	received	the	mandate	and	
command	of	God	to	proclaim	His	good	news	that	is	centered	on	Jesus	Christ.		

The	question	is	then,	why	does	God	give	this	mandate?	Why	does	God	call	for	all	recipients	of	
His	grace	to	also	be	messengers	of	that	grace?	Paul	answered	those	questions	in	these	verses.	
The	call	to	proclaim	the	Gospel	of	God	that	saved	us	from	hell	is	evidence	of	our	faith	through	
obedience.	In	other	words,	our	faith,	if	it	is	genuine,	compels	us	to	obey	God.	If	we	truly	believe	
in	the	identity,	purposes,	and	promises	of	Jesus,	the	Bible	teaches	that	we	received	His	Spirit	so	
that	we	can	walk	as	He	walked	for	the	reasons	that	He	walked.	Jesus	proclaimed	His	Gospel.	
Therefore,	if	we	have	His	Spirit	governing	our	lives,	we	will	do	the	same.	If	our	faith	is	real,	we	
will	obey	the	convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	all	settings	and	environments;	in	all	cultures	and	
before	all	peoples	in	the	manner	that	Jesus	did.	God	officially	called	us	to	proclaim	His	good	
news	as	messengers	so	that	we	would	have	a	singular	focal	point	to	obey.	This	is	why	Jesus	said,	
“If	you	love	Me,	keep	My	commandments.”	Obeying	the	command	of	God	to	proclaim	His	Gospel	
is	“loving”	as	Jesus	taught,	exemplifying	the	faith	that	saved	us	unto	the	glory	of	God	our	Savior!	
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Defining God’s Calling  
Scripture: Romans 1:7 – To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called [to 
be] saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ… 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	children	are	His	children	because	they	were	called	AND	chosen.	Jesus	
said	that,	“Many	are	called	but	few	are	chosen.”	Knowing	that	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh,	we	can	look	at	the	
manner	in	which	He	selected	His	disciples	to	know	how	and	why	God	makes	His	selections.	Jesus	
hand-picked	each	man	that	He	called	to	be	His	disciple,	and	had	special	purpose	for	each	of	them.	
Consider	that	even	Judas	Iscariot	was	specially	called	AND	selected	for	a	particular	purpose.	His	
purpose	was	to	fulfill	the	role	of	a	vessel	for	defilement,	but	was	selected	nonetheless.	On	the	other	
hand,	we	can	look	at	the	lives	of	Peter,	James,	John,	Philip,	Matthew,	and	others	to	see	that	those	men	
became	instrumental	as	“apostles”	in	spreading	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ	and	introducing	the	
world	to	God’s	salvation.		

When	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	understand	that	he	had	not	yet	been	to	Rome.	He	was	
writing	to	people	he	had	not	met	yet,	but	was	looking	forward	to.	This	letter	was	essentially	his	
introduction	to	them,	and	so	in	his	introduction,	he	sought	to	identify	the	common	characteristics	
that	they	all	had	in	the	Lord	despite	their	distance.	First,	Paul	and	the	Jews	(and	some	Gentiles)	that	
made	up	the	church	in	Rome	were	together	considered	the	“beloved	of	God.”	The	first	thing	they	had	
in	common	was	that	they	were	the	beneficiaries	of	God’s	love.	They	received	the	revelation	of	Jesus	
as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	entrusted	their	lives	to	that	testimony,	and	lived	according	to	that	
testimony.	As	beneficiaries	of	God’s	love,	Paul	said	that	they	were	also	“called	to	be	saints.”	This	
means	that	those	who	have	received	salvation	through	the	love	of	God	by	faith,	are	not	only	called	to	
be	apostles/messengers	of	God’s	Gospel,	but	are	called	by	God	specifically	to	be	“saints.”	

God	hand-picked	His	people,	not	just	to	proclaim	a	message,	but	also	to	proclaim	that	message	a	
certain	way	–	as	saints.	The	Greek	word	for	“saints”	is	the	same	word	used	to	describe	holiness.	In	
other	words,	God’s	people	were	called	and	chosen	to	communicate	His	Gospel	in	a	holy	manner.	The	
Old	and	New	Testament	call	God’s	people	to	“be	holy	for	I	am	holy.”	This	means	that	we	are	to	live	
separated	from	the	world,	our	flesh,	and	sin.	We	are	to	be	disassociated	from	evil,	darkness,	and	
corruption.	If	God	doesn’t	approve,	neither	should	we.	How	can	we	proclaim	God’s	salvation	if	we	
walk	according	to	death?	When	we	walk	according	to	our	calling,	then	the	grace	and	peace	of	God	
flow	through	our	lives,	equipping	us	to	do	the	things	He	commanded	so	that	we	can	enjoy	the	
benefits	of	being	His	servants!	We	cannot	fulfill	our	purpose	according	to	our	calling	if	we	are	not	
also	willing	to	separate	from	sin	and	the	selfish	ambitions.	To	live	our	lives	according	to	our	spiritual	
and	eternal	purpose,	and	receive	the	fulfillment	God	promises	in	the	midst,	we	must	separate	from	
natural	habits,	practices,	and	environments	that	stimulate	ungodly	and	deceptive	living.	Then,	and	
only	then	do	the	grace	and	peace	of	God	come	from	our	Father	and	Lord	Jesus	into	our	hearts.	
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Public Faith  
Scripture: Romans 1:8 – First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 
all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 
The	scriptures	teach	that	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	should	be	made	public.	Jesus	explained	that	those	
who	believe	upon	His	name	(His	identity,	purpose,	and	promises)	would	receive	His	Spirit,	
enabling	the	believer	to	live	in	His	manner.	Jesus’	life	was	defined	by	the	work	He	did	to	teach	
and	reveal	His	identity	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	At	the	end	of	His	ministry,	Jesus	
proclaimed,	“In	secret	I	have	said	nothing	(John	18:20).”	Since	Jesus’	ministry	was	focused	on	
identifying	His	nature	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	in	the	most	public	manner,	then	the	lives	of	
those	who	possess	His	Spirit	should	look	the	same.		

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	the	Book	of	Romans,	he	had	not	yet	been	to	Rome.	Paul	wrote	the	
Book	of	Romans	around	57	A.D.,	nearing	the	end	of	His	third	missionary	journey	as	documented	
in	Acts	18:23-21:14.	This	means	that	Paul	wrote	this	letter	to	a	church	he	had	not	yet	personally	
visited.	Paul	wrote	this	letter	to	people	he	had	not	yet	met.	Nevertheless,	the	introduction	to	
Paul’s	letter	is	written	as	if	he	had	a	developed	personal	relationship	with	the	Jews	and	Gentiles	
that	made	up	the	Christian	church	in	Rome.	Paul	felt	like	he	knew	the	people	of	this	church	
because	of	their	faith.	According	to	Paul,	the	faith	of	the	Christians	in	Rome	was	renown.	The	
growth	and	maturity	of	the	church	in	Rome	was	being	talked	about	by	Christians	all	over	the	
world	at	that	time.	This	isn’t	to	say	that	the	church	in	Rome	didn’t	have	issues,	but	while	the	
Romans	were	starting	to	ratchet	up	persecution	against	the	followers	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	
believers	in	Rome	were	growing.	This	wasn’t	by	accident.	This	means	that,	despite	the	
persecutions	and	threats,	the	believers	in	Rome	continued	to	speak	their	faith,	live	according	to	
their	faith,	and	invite	others	to	walk	according	to	their	faith.		

History	suggests	that	Paul	wrote	the	Book	of	Romans	while	he	stayed	three	months	in	Corinth,	
which	is	in	Greece.	This	means	that	the	faith	of	the	church	in	Rome	was	so	compelling	that	it	
reached	fame	all	the	way	to	Greece	by	word	of	mouth!	This	is	the	reason	that	Paul	was	so	
encouraged	by	people	he	never	met.	Notice	that	Paul	thanked	God	for	the	faith	of	the	church	in	
Rome.	While	some	are	thankful	to	God	for	job	promotions,	relationship,	or	provision,	Paul	was	
thankful	that	the	people	in	Rome	were	living	in	the	manner	of	Christ	–	proclaiming	the	truth	in	
public	regardless	of	threats.	This	was	evidence	that	their	focus	was	eternal,	not	temporal.	For	
this	reason,	Paul	grew	close	to	Jesus	in	order	to	thank	God	because	He	had	to	thank	the	Father	
through	Jesus.	This	shows	that,	when	God’s	people	fulfill	their	purpose	to	live	like	Christ,	it	is	
uplifting,	encouraging,	and	strengthening	to	other	believers	on	this	earth	–	even	those	such	as	
Paul!		
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Motives From The Heart  
Scripture: Romans 1:9 – For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit 
in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always 
in my prayers… 

Why	do	we	serve	the	Lord?	What	drives	men	and	women	to	do	things	for	the	Lord	and	live	
according	to	His	ways?	Unfortunately,	many	people	are	motivated	for	many	reasons.	The	truth	
is,	the	Bible	teaches	that	ALL	of	God’s	people	should	be	motivated	to	serve	Him	for	the	same	
reason.	If	we	have	all	be	saved	by	grace	through	faith,	and	the	object	of	our	faith	is	the	identity,	
purpose,	and	promises	of	Jesus	Christ	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	then	our	actions	should	
pattern	the	same	template,	and	our	motives	should	be	fueled	by	the	same	Spirit.	The	Apostle	
Paul	understood	this	truth.	He	explained	the	reason	that	he	served	as	a	bondservant.	He	
explained	what	drove	him	to	be	so	intimately	connected	to	a	group	of	people	he	had	never	met	
in	person	yet.	He	explained	why	he	was	so	encouraged	from	a	group	of	people	that	were	so	far	
away.	They	all	had	the	same	motives	because	they	shared	the	same	Spirit.		

Paul	wrote	that	he	served	the	Lord	and	His	purposes	as	a	bondservant	of	God,	as	an	apostle	of	
Jesus	Christ,	according	to	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	because	he	was	motivated	to	do	so	within	
his	own	spirit.	This	means	that	Paul	was	compelled	to	live	for	the	Lord	from	the	depths	of	his	
soul.	Paul’s	motives	to	serve	God	were	not	based	on	fleshly	experiences.	Paul’s	motives	to	serve	
God	were	not	based	on	personal	affections	he	had	for	any	particular	environment.	Paul’s	
motives	to	serve	the	Lord	had	nothing	to	do	with	selfish	ambition.	Paul’s	motives	to	serve	the	
Lord	weren’t	to	provide	a	good	example	to	his	kids.	Paul’s	motives	to	serve	the	Lord	weren’t	so	
that	he	could	maintain	certain	relationships	with	people.	Paul	wrote	of	personal	affections	he	
had	for	people	he	didn’t	meet	yet.	Paul’s	service	unto	the	Lord	led	him	to	imprisonment,	to	
beatings,	to	sleepless	and	hungry	nights.	No	one	endures	such	trials	on	account	of	weak	
affections	stimulated	by	fleshly	and	physical	delights.		

Paul’s	deep	internal	desire	to	serve	the	Lord	provides	evidence	of	Paul’s	inward	change	as	a	new	
creation.	The	Holy	Spirit	had	truly	taken	over	his	heart	so	that	the	things	of	God	were	the	things	
that	drove	Paul	to	live.	God	was	his	witness	to	this	truth,	and	the	witness	that	God	provided	to	
validate	Paul’s	claims	was	the	effect	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	change	Paul	from	within.	Paul’s	life	was	
all	about	the	Gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ	–	nothing	more,	and	nothing	less.	He	was	able	to	be	
affectionately	be	connected	to	others	on	account	of	the	bond	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	As	the	Holy	Spirit	
changed	and	motivated	others,	Paul	received	the	same	benefits	so	that	they	had	all	things	in	
common	from	the	depths	of	their	souls.	That	is	true	fellowship.	That	is	true	connection.	That	is	
true	change.	That	is	true	faith.		
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Godly Desires…  
Scripture: Romans 1:10 – Making request if, by some means, now at last I 
may find a way in the will of God to come to you 
When	a	person	is	transformed	by	the	Holy	Spirit	from	within,	a	change	will	take	place	so	that	a	
child	of	God	will	begin	to	crave	and	desire	new	things	that	were	not	common	in	life	before	faith	
in	Jesus.	Sometimes	these	desires	are	hard	to	discern.	Is	the	desire	really	of	the	Spirit,	or	is	the	
heart	lying	to	our	minds	and	we	are	really	seeking	to	gratify	the	flesh?	Thankfully,	the	Bible	
helps	God’s	people	understand	the	difference.	The	patterns	of	Jesus’	ministry	and	the	work	of	
the	Father	help	validate	when	the	Holy	Spirit	is	actually	giving	us	new	desires	according	to	the	
will	of	the	Father.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	when	we	recognize	a	desire	that	we	
received	from	the	Lord,	that	He	will	immediately	fulfill	that	desire.		

The	Apostle	Paul	had	desires	from	the	Holy	Spirit	too.	One	of	those	desires	was	to	see	the	
Christians	of	Rome.	Recall	that	Paul	was	encouraged	by	the	faith	that	he	heard	about	from	the	
Christians	in	Rome.	He	knew	they	were	starting	to	be	persecuted,	but	heard	that	they	were	
steadfast	in	their	faith	anyway.	Paul	was	fired	up	by	those	people	and	prayed	for	them	
constantly.	Therefore,	Paul’s	desire	to	see	the	church	was	based	on	his	desire	to	see	the	men	and	
women	he	had	been	praying	for.	He	wanted	to	personally	know	the	people	that	caused	him	to	
grow	closer	to	the	Lord	through	his	prayer	for	them.	Paul	himself	wrote	about	the	importance	of	
connection	to	other	believers	in	“the	body	of	Christ”.	He	knew	how	important	it	was	for	his	faith	
to	be	physically	connected	to	God’s	people	–	not	just	connected	from	a	distance.	He	knew	that	as	
He	had	the	Spirit,	so	did	they,	and	he	desired	to	be	one	with	them,	mightily	empowered	and	
encouraged	to	do	the	will	of	the	Lord	according	to	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.		

Nevertheless,	the	Bible	says	that	while	Paul	had	this	Godly	desire,	he	was	not	able	to	fulfill	it	at	
the	time.	Paul	would	not	get	to	Rome	for	another	year,	and	even	then,	it	was	in	chains.	God	
implanted	the	desire	in	Paul’s	heart	to	be	connected	to	the	rest	of	the	body,	but	according	to	
Paul,	God	was	not	yet	willing	to	fulfill	that	desire.	That	desire	would	not	be	fulfilled	for	several	
more	years,	and	even	still,	Paul	was	executed	in	68	A.D.	so	that	he	wasn’t	able	to	enjoy	the	
benefits	of	that	fulfillment	for	very	long.	Yet	Paul	expressed	contentment.	Notice	that	while	Paul	
had	this	desire	from	God,	he	was	not	bitter	while	having	to	wait;	was	not	impatient,	and	was	not	
a	complainer.	Sometimes	God	makes	His	people	wait,	even	for	things	that	He	implants	as	a	
desire	for	His	will.	Consider	the	25-year	waiting	period	of	Abraham	for	a	son.	Knowing	this,	the	
people	of	God	would	be	wise	to	follow	Paul’s	example	to	receive	God’s	desire	and	adopt	them	as	
our	own,	and	then	wait	patiently	for	God	to	fulfill	them	in	His	time	without	complaint,	trusting	in	
the	faithfulness	of	God	to	see	His	will	done.		
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Spiritually Motivated  
Scripture: Romans 1:11 – For I long to see you, that I may impart to you 
some spiritual gift, so that you may be established… 
Here	is	a	question	we	as	believers	need	to	be	honest	with	ourselves	about:	Why	do	we	spend	
time	with	the	people	that	we	do	in	church?	Many	churches	today	are	made	up	of	cliques	within	
congregations.	No	matter	what	type	of	church	it	is,	you	will	inevitably	find	that	the	cliques	are	
made	up	of	people	that	have	similar	likes	and	dislikes,	as	well	as	personalities.	Essentially,	they	
are	groups	of	friends	that	can	bear	one	another	and	enjoy	company	together	for	various	reasons.	
However,	is	this	Biblical?	That	question	isn’t	to	say	that	Christians	can’t	have	friends	just	for	the	
sake	of	having	friends,	but	if	a	believer	is	truly	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	which	is	eternally	
minded	concerning	the	things	of	Christ,	then	we	should	have	some	spiritual	motivation	in	mind.		

Our	motives	for	being	a	Christian	should	not	be	based	on	the	types	of	friends	we	can	make.	The	
Bible	is	clear	that	God’s	people	should	be	joined	to	one	another,	but	that	bond	should	be	deeper	
than	superficial	and	personality	factors.	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	bonds	with	one	another	
should	be	based	on	the	fact	that	we	are	intimately	joined	together	as	functional	body	parts	of	
Jesus	Christ’s	ministry	through	a	supernatural	miracle	of	God!	This	is	a	big	deal!	This	goes	well	
beyond	having	similar	tastes	in	humor,	clothing,	entertainment	or	mutual	interests	on	account	
of	our	kids	and	extended	family.	When	examining	the	words	that	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	
Rome	–	a	group	of	Christians	he	had	not	yet	met	in	person	–	it	is	clear	to	see	that	the	bond	
between	believers	is	a	spiritual	work	of	God,	and	has	great	purpose	attached	to	it.		

Paul	wrote	that	he	longed	to	meet	the	people	that	made	up	the	church	in	Rome.	He	had	been	
praying	for	them	for	some	time,	and	had	benefited	from	their	faith,	even	though	he	was	such	a	
great	distance	from	people	he	was	personally	strangers	to.	However,	Paul	didn’t	want	to	see	
these	people	just	to	hang	out.	Paul	didn’t	want	to	“fellowship”	with	these	believers	just	to	share	
food	or	tell	jokes.	Paul	didn’t	want	to	schedule	a	play-date	for	his	kids	and	their	kids.	Paul	didn’t	
want	a	partnership	to	improve	the	reach	of	his	ministry	work.	Paul	had	deeper	spiritual	
intentions.	Paul	wrote	that	he	wanted	to	impart	“some	spiritual	gift”	to	the	believers	in	Rome.	
The	word	“impart”	means	that	he	wanted	to	engage	the	people	in	spiritual	gifts.	He	wanted	to	
encourage	the	people	to	use	the	gifts	that	the	Spirit	had	provided	in	order	that	God	would	be	
glorified.	In	fact,	the	Book	of	Romans	is	really	an	instructional	letter	that	explains	how	that’s	
possible!	Paul	wanted	to	“establish”	the	believers	in	Rome,	meaning	that	he	wanted	to	
strengthen	the	faith	of	the	people	there.	In	other	words,	Paul	wanted	to	carry	on	the	work	of	
Jesus	Christ	with	these	fellow	believers.	He	wanted	to	equip	these	people	to	live	more	like	Christ	
just	like	he	was	seeking	to	do	the	same.	This	should	be	the	reasons	Christians	get	together!		
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The Gift of Encouragement  
Scripture: Romans 1:12 – That is, that I may be encouraged together with 
you by the mutual faith both of you and me… 
When	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	mentioned	that	he	desired	to	be	with	them	for	the	
purpose	of	imparting	spiritual	gifts.	Paul’s	motives	to	be	with	the	body	of	Christ	were	mostly	
spiritual	in	purpose.	When	Jesus	came	into	the	world,	He	only	concerned	Himself	with	things	
that	were	spiritually	focused.	Recall	that	in	Luke	9:58	Jesus	said,	“Foxes	have	holes	and	birds	of	
the	air	[have]	nests,	but	the	Son	of	Man	has	nowhere	to	lay	[His]	head."	Though	Jesus	is	God	in	
flesh,	He	forfeited	all	of	the	liberties	He	had	to	worldly	comforts	in	order	to	maintain	focus	on	
the	main	objective	–	offering	forgiveness	to	the	world	through	His	atoning	death.	Every	
relationship	Jesus	had	shows	that	Jesus	had	spiritual	purpose	to	reveal	His	identity	as	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah	unto	salvation	for	those	who	believed.	Paul	sought	to	do	the	same	thing.		

According	to	Paul,	this	objective	would	be	achieved	in	person,	and	would	be	fulfilled	through	the	
impartation	of	“spiritual	gifts.”	Here,	it	is	important	to	know	what	spiritual	gifts	Paul	was	talking	
about.	Is	it	possible	for	a	mere	person	to	give	someone	else	a	spiritual	gift?	Paul	was	not	
teaching	heresy.	He	knew	that	all	gifts	come	from	the	Lord	ultimately,	which	he	would	cover	
later	in	this	letter.	Instead,	Paul	referred	to	encouragement	as	a	spiritual	gift.	The	spiritual	gift	
that	Paul	wanted	to	impart	was	the	encouragement	he	would	have	when	seeing	his	fellow	
brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	Thus,	encouragement	is	defined	as	a	legitimate	spiritual	gift,	and	
requires	the	people	of	God	to	be	among	one	another	for	spiritual	purposes	in	order	to	exercise	
the	gift.		

Paul	wanted	to	arrive	and	see	the	believers	of	the	church	in	Rome	with	comfort	in	his	heart	
knowing	that	the	time	he	got	to	spend	together	with	those	believers	was	a	snapshot	of	the	time	
we	all	get	to	spend	with	one	another	in	eternity.	This	shows	that	the	purpose	of	the	body	of	
Christ	coming	together	should	be	to	comfort	one	another	according	to	the	faith	that	God	has	
implanted	in	each	individual,	acknowledging	God	as	the	Author	AND	Finisher	of	our	faith.	It	is	
Him	who	died,	making	salvation	by	faith	possible.	It	was	Him	who	called	and	appointed	us	unto	
His	service.	It	was	Him	that	knitted	us	together	through	the	bond	of	His	Spirit.	It	is	Him	that	
makes	us	as	individuals	into	one.	It	is	Him	that	will	fulfill	His	eternally	unconditional	promises	
so	that	when	we	enter	into	eternity,	it	will	be	His	glory	that	ignites	us	through	unified	praise	and	
worship.	When	God’s	people	come	together	to	share	and	remind	each	other	of	these	truths,	faith	
is	built	up	through	comfort	and	encouragement;	and	this	is	actually	a	spiritual	gift	in	God’s	eyes!	
This	is	a	gift	more	should	seek	to	have	and	exercise	on	a	regular	basis!		
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His Will, His Timing  
Scripture: Romans 1:13 – Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, 
that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I 
might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 

The	Bible	shows	that	even	when	God’s	people	have	good	plans	to	do	good	things	that	would	
legitimately	glorify	Him,	those	things	don’t	always	pan	out	the	way	we	hope.	When	Paul	wrote	to	
the	church	in	Rome,	he	wrote	about	his	intense	desire	to	be	unified	with	the	members	of	the	
body	of	Christ	that	were	in	Rome	at	the	time.	Past	verses,	as	well	as	this	one,	shows	that	Paul	
had	spiritual	motives	to	be	with	those	people.	Paul	wanted	to	share	spiritual	gifts	through	
encouragement.	Paul	wanted	to	build	up	the	people	that	were	being	persecuted	in	Rome.	Paul	
wanted	to	put	faces	to	the	names	that	he	learned	to	pray	for.	Paul	wanted	to	share	in	the	fruit	of	
the	Spirit	among	the	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ	that	were	there.	In	fact,	the	Book	of	Acts	even	
explains	that	God’s	plan	was	for	Paul	to	go	to	Rome	in	order	to	share	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	
to	the	Roman	authorities.	Thus,	Paul’s	desire	to	be	in	Rome	was	about	as	legit	as	could	be.		

Nevertheless,	Paul	wrote	that,	even	though	he	desired	a	good	thing	that	God	even	confirmed	as	
His	own	will,	he	was	“hindered”	from	going.	Paul	wanted	the	people	of	the	church	in	Rome	to	
know	that	he	made	honest	efforts	to	get	to	Rome,	but	there	were	various	things	that	kept	him	
from	actually	fulfilling	that	desire.	Paul’s	desire	was	God’s	desire	too,	but	God’s	timing	was	
different	than	what	Paul	had	hoped.	This	shows	that,	while	our	desires	might	match	the	will	of	
God,	our	timing	might	not	be	in	sync	with	God’s	plan,	even	though	our	goals	are	the	same.	This	
isn’t	necessarily	a	bad	thing.	When	taking	Paul’s	statement	about	being	hindered	into	
consideration	of	his	testimony	as	documented	in	the	Book	of	Acts,	there	were	several	factors	
that	kept	Paul	from	Rome.	Some	immediately	assume	that	Paul	was	hindered	by	the	devil.	This	
is	true,	but	was	not	the	only	factor	that	hindered	Paul.		

In	1	Thessalonians	2:18,	Paul	admits	that	he	was	receiving	spiritual	opposition.	Yet,	in	Acts	16:6-
7	Paul	confessed	that	the	Holy	Spirit	was	hindering	Paul	and	his	team	from	going	where	he	
desired.	Paul’s	opposition	was	not	only	on	account	of	supernatural	influences.	There	were	
natural	occurrences	that	Paul	had	to	deal	with	too	–	like	sickness.	In	2	Corinthians	1:8-10	and	
Philippians	2:25-30	Paul	wrote	that	he	got	so	sick	that	he	almost	died!	That	can	cause	someone	
to	get	held	up	for	sure!	Yet,	the	hindrances	that	Paul	experienced	weren’t	all	bad	either.	In	
Romans	15:20-22	Paul	explained	that	he	was	also	hindered	by	the	work	of	ministry.	Paul	
couldn’t	get	to	Rome	at	the	time	he	wanted	because	he	was	busy	serving	the	Gospel	in	others	
places.	So	while	we	might	not	always	get	what	we	desire	from	the	Lord	when	we	want,	there	are	
a	number	of	factors	that	can	explain	why.	None	are	really	bad;	they’re	just	a	part	of	serving	God.			
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Our Identity As “Debtors”  
Scripture: Romans 1:14 – I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to wise and to unwise. 
The	identity	of	a	believer	in	Jesus	Christ	is	well	documented	in	the	Bible.	As	believers,	we	do	not	
get	to	define	our	own	lives	for	ourselves.	The	Apostle	Paul	put	it	plainly	when	he	said:	“Or	do	
you	not	know	that	your	body	is	the	temple	of	the	Holy	Spirit	[who	is]	in	you,	whom	you	have	
from	God,	and	you	are	not	your	own?	For	you	were	bought	at	a	price;	therefore,	glorify	God	in	
your	body	and	in	your	spirit,	which	are	God's.”	According	to	the	Bible,	Christians	are	also	the	
property	of	God;	and	the	highest	of	all	prices	was	paid	to	make	this	true.	God	took	the	form	of	
flesh	and	subjected	Himself	to	torture,	and	murder	in	order	that	His	blood	could	be	spilled	on	
our	behalf.	We’re	healed	by	His	stripes,	cleansed	by	His	blood,	and	redeemed	by	His	sacrifice.		

The	magnitude	of	payment	is	not	a	mystery.	The	willingness	to	give	our	lives	over	to	the	Lord	
for	His	eternal	purposes	should	not	be	seen	as	a	burden,	but	as	the	greatest	of	all	privileges	and	
the	most	valuable	opportunity.	If	not	for	Jesus,	His	suffering	would	remain	on	us,	except	that	
such	suffering	would	last	for	all	of	eternity!	Clearly,	serving	the	Lord	as	His	possession	is	much	
better	than	the	alternative.	Understanding	that	“we	are	not	our	own,”	we	need	to	understand	
how	we	actually	live	as	God’s	own	possession.	How	is	the	“instrument	of	God”	used	in	a	practical	
manner?	The	Apostle	Paul	helped	make	the	answer	to	that	question	very	clear.		

Paul	explained	that,	as	a	bondservant	of	Jesus	Christ,	he	was	also	a	“debtor”	to	all.	A	“debtor”	is	
not	just	one	that	owes	a	debt,	but	one	that	is	under	obligation	to	someone	or	something.	Paul	
was	under	obligation	to	“Greeks	and	barbarians,	both	wise	and	unwise.”	This	means	that	as	Paul	
gave	his	life	to	the	Lord	to	be	used	for	the	Lord’s	purposes,	that	service	unto	God	was	to	be	
channeled	through	Paul’s	service	to	people	by	proclaiming	the	truth	about	who	Jesus	is,	why	He	
came,	and	what	He’s	going	to	do	next.	Paul	knew	the	grace	that	he	received	through	Jesus.	He	
wrote	that	he	was	the	chief	of	sinners,	and	so	was	thankful	for	the	gift	of	forgiveness	from	God.	
Knowing	he	was	condemned	to	death	if	not	for	Jesus,	how	could	he	as	the	chief	of	offenders	keep	
quiet	about	such	an	opportunity	concerning	God?	He	owed	it	to	EVERYONE	around	him	to	tell	
them	about	the	gift	that	he	had	received,	knowing	how	miserably	he	had	treated	people	before,	
and	how	condemned	the	world	was	around	him.	How	can	we	who	have	received	mercy	as	God’s	
possession	not	also	share	such	mercy	in	service	to	our	Savior?	If	we	truly	know	He	who	saved	
us,	we	should	know	that	God	desires	for	His	kingdom	to	be	filled.	He	wasn’t	done	saving	people	
when	He	got	to	us.	We	owe	it	to	God,	and	according	to	Paul,	while	we	can	never	repay	our	debt,	
we	can	thank	the	Lord	for	the	debt	He	paid	by	serving	everyone	He	puts	us	in	contact	with	
through	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	
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Ready To Preach!  
Scripture: Romans 1:15 – So, as much as is in me, [I am] ready to preach 
the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 
The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	a	compelling	narrative.	The	Gospel	explains	that	the	One	True	
Living	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	in	order	to	give	Himself	as	an	atoning	sacrifice,	an	offer	of	
grace	so	that	the	damage	done	by	transgression	against	His	righteousness	and	holiness	could	be	
repaired	by	His	own	impeccable	blood!	Through	God’s	own	work	of	mercy	and	grace,	we	are	
able	to	have	fellowship	and	oneness	with	an	eternally	awesome	God.	God’s	creation	continued	to	
fail,	provoking	Him	unto	increasing	anger	so	that	He	took	it	upon	Himself	to	solve	our	problem.	
He	did	this	as	Jesus	Christ,	whereby	Jesus	was	born	as	a	human	while	retaining	all	of	the	unique	
attributes	and	characteristics	of	God;	lived	a	sinless	life	to	fulfill	His	own	Law,	died	a	torturous	
death	on	behalf	of	evil	people,	and	resurrected	to	prove	His	identity,	purpose,	and	promises	as	
true.	He	has	since,	ascended	back	into	heaven	where	He	continues	to	show	favor,	interceding	on	
behalf	of	His	people	that	believe,	but	still	fail.	Truly	God	is	an	AWESOME	and	WONDERFUL	God!	

When	we	hear	this	truth,	how	does	it	strike	us?	Some	people	hear	music,	watch	movies,	or	listen	
to	testimonies	and	are	emotionally	stimulated	and	inspired.	What	happens	when	we	hear	God’s	
testimony	according	to	the	Gospel?	Paul	wrote	about	what	the	appropriate	response	should	look	
like.	The	Bible	explains	that,	while	Paul	was	unable	to	see	the	people	of	Rome	at	that	time,	he	
was	looking	forward	to	being	united	with	them	when	the	Lord	permitted.	However,	Paul’s	aim	
was	not	to	link	up	with	them	just	to	share	a	meal	and	hang	out.	Paul	had	passionate	purpose!	
Paul	explained	that	when	he	was	able	to	get	to	Rome,	he	was	ready	to	preach	the	Gospel!	

Consider	this	truth:	Paul	was	writing	to	a	church	that	was	doing	well	as	they	were	growing	in	
the	midst	of	persecution.	Yet	Paul	acknowledged	that	when	he	was	able	to	see	them,	he	looked	
forward	to	preaching	the	Gospel.	Many	consider	the	preaching	of	the	Gospel	to	be	an	elementary	
thing;	like	step	one	of	salvation.	Why	would	Paul	be	so	excited	about	preaching	the	message	that	
serves	to	be	the	fundamentals	of	faith?	Also	consider	this:	Paul’s	readiness	described	his	passion	
to	preach.	The	word	for	“ready”	is	the	Greek	word	“prothymos.”	This	is	a	compound	word	that	
literally	translates	to	“before	passion.”	Paul	was	prepared	to	express	the	passion	that	fueled	his	
life	–	the	Gospel.	The	Greek	word	“thymos”	is	where	the	English	word	for	“thermal”	comes	from,	
referring	to	heat.	Paul	was	fired	up	by	the	testimony	of	God	according	to	the	Gospel.	He	spent	his	
life	filling	up	with	understanding	so	that	he	could	be	prepared	to	pour	out	when	the	opportunity	
came	so	that	his	passion	in	life	could	be	communicated	comprehensively.	This	was	Paul’s	
passion	in	life,	and	rightly	so	based	on	what	the	Lord	has	done	and	promises	to	continue	to	do.	Is	
this	our	passion	also?	
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Not Ashamed  
Scripture: Romans 1:16 – For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 
it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek. 

The	Bible	explains	that	God’s	people	should	be	“unashamed”	from	the	Gospel.	The	Apostle	Paul	
confessed	to	the	church	in	Rome	that	when	the	Lord	allowed	him	to	be	present	in	Rome	with	the	
church,	he	would	be	ready	to	preach	the	Gospel	because	Paul	was	unashamed	of	the	Gospel.	Paul	
also	explained	why	he	was	unashamed,	which	then	helps	readers	understand	why	Paul	was	so	
zealous	to	preach.	Paul	recognized	the	nature	of	the	Gospel	because	he	understood	the	nature	of	
God.	First,	notice	that	Paul	referred	to	the	Gospel	as	“the	Gospel	of	Christ.”	Previously	in	verse	
one	this	letter,	Paul	referred	to	the	Gospel	as	“the	Gospel	of	God.”	This	means	that	Paul	
understood	that	Jesus	the	Messiah	was	equal	to	God	the	Father	in	power	and	authority.	Paul	was	
compelled	by	the	Gospel	because	he	knew	what	the	Gospel	was	all	about.	He	knew	that	the	
Gospel	was	centered	on	identifying	the	nature	of	God,	His	promises,	and	the	means	by	which	
they	are	fulfilled;	to	the	Jews	in	priority,	but	made	available	to	everyone.		

Paul	wrote	that	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	not	just	the	testimony	of	God,	but	also	the	means	by	
which	God	displays	His	power!	The	Gospel	IS	the	power	of	God!	Thus,	one	who	wants	to	see	the	
power	of	God	must	first	understand	the	God’s	good	news	–	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	God’s	
power	will	not	be	manifested	by	any	other	means.	Also	notice	that	God’s	power	is	manifested	for	
one	particular	reason.	God	displays	His	power	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	
and	Messiah	in	order	to	save	people	from	sin,	death,	and	hell.	It	is	true	that	God	can	do	anything.	
It	is	true	that	God	is	almighty.	However,	the	Bible	is	clear	to	show	that	God	uses	His	power	for	
one	particular	purpose	–	salvation.	God	is	not	interested	in	flexing	His	power	to	do	things	that	
will	keep	His	people	from	salvation	or	growing	in	it.	Thus,	for	those	who	desire	to	escape	the	
wrath	of	God	and	desire	to	be	used	as	His	servants	in	salvation,	must	be	fundamentally	
connected	to	Him	by	the	Gospel;	growing	and	maturing	in	understanding	of	who	Jesus	is	and	
what	He	came.		

When	God’s	people	understand	this	truth,	the	result	should	be	the	same	as	Paul’s	attitude:	
absence	of	shame,	and	passion	to	preach!	The	word	“unashamed”	doesn’t	refer	to	
embarrassment.	The	word	actually	describes	disfigurement.	When	Paul	said	he	was	“not	
ashamed”	of	the	Gospel,	he	was	saying	that	his	life	was	parallel	with	the	testimony	of	Christ.	His	
life	was	not	disfigured	in	a	spiritual	sense	so	that	his	outward	claims	were	contrary	to	the	
evidence	of	his	life.	Paul’s	lack	of	shame	was	due	to	his	connection	to	the	Gospel,	which	he	said	
separated	him	to	the	Gospel.	He	lived	the	Gospel.	This	is	what	it	is	to	be	unashamed.		
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Justified by Faith  
Scripture: Romans 1:17 – For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 
The	theme	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	this,	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	The	essence	of	Paul’s	
letter	is	to	prove	how	the	work	of	salvation	is	made	possible	through	faith	in	the	Gospel	message	
of	Jesus	Christ,	and	faith	alone.	Paul	cited	Old	Testament	prophecy	as	proof	to	show	that	God’s	
method	to	bring	people	unto	Himself	would	not	take	place	through	the	corrupted	efforts	of	men	
and	women.	God	alone	would	“justify”	the	ungodly	so	that	He	would	be	exalted	above	all.	Paul	
quoted	Habakkuk	2:4	to	prove	his	claim.	This	goes	to	show	that	God’s	plan	to	offer	salvation	has	
always	been	the	same;	and	His	exclusive	work	through	Jesus	was	always	the	point	of	His	plan.		

Here,	it	is	critical	to	recognize	that	those	who	desire	to	dwell	in	the	presence	of	God	cannot	have	
aimless	faith.	Faith	needs	to	be	directed	towards	the	proper	object.	Faith	MUST	be	exclusively	
directed	to	the	good	news	of	God,	the	Gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ.	God	revealed	His	
righteousness	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	prophet	Jeremiah	wrote	that	the	
Messiah	would	be	called	“the	Lord	Our	Righteousness.”	This	means	that	Jesus	would	exercise	His	
authority	as	God	in	flesh	to	share	His	righteousness	with	those	who	would	otherwise	be	ungodly	
and	condemned.	The	people	of	God	do	not	have	righteousness.	The	Bible	does	not	teach	that	God	
makes	His	people	righteous.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Lord	God	Almighty	revealed	His	
righteousness	through	Jesus,	and	Jesus	exercised	His	authority	as	the	Son	to	“declare”	those	who	
believe	as	righteous,	even	though	they	don’t	possess	righteousness.		

Notice	the	flow	of	righteousness	that	Paul	explained.	Paul	wrote	that	the	righteousness	of	God	is	
revealed	“from	faith	to	faith.”	This	phrase	DOES	NOT	contain	the	word	“works”	at	all.	This	
phrase	does	not	show	that	people	earn	God’s	favor,	and	does	not	state	that	God	makes	His	
people	righteousness	so	that	they	can	do	good.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	righteousness	
originated	“from	faith.”	God	declared	His	righteousness	according	to	the	Law	and	eventually	
made	it	physically	manifest	through	His	Son.	We	either	believe	in	God’s	declaration	and	
incarnation	or	we	don’t.	Then	notice	that	faith	leads	back	to	faith,	not	the	impartation	of	
righteousness.	This	means	that	saving	faith	comes	from	faith	and	goes	back	to	faith.	It	never	
goes	to	righteousness,	because	God’s	power	and	righteousness	is	contained	in	the	Gospel	–	the	
testimony	of	Jesus;	not	our	testimony.	Paul	wrote	this	to	remind	the	church	that	Christians	bring	
NOTHING	to	the	table	of	salvation!	Our	favor	with	the	Lord	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	us.	God’s	
plan	has	always	been	for	salvation	from	condemnation	to	come	by	faith,	trusting	that	He	alone	is	
responsible	for	doing	what	is	right.	We	are	unable.	He	is	able.	He	did	what	was	right	in	the	midst	
of	our	corruption;	and	for	this	we	should	praise	His	name	in	humility!		
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Suppressing the Truth  
Scripture: Romans 1:18 – For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth 
in unrighteousness… 

The	Bible	is	clear	to	explain	that	God	is	merciful	and	gracious.	Most	Christians	understand	that	
“God	is	LOVE.”	This	does	not	mean	that	God	is	unjust	and	excuses	sin.	God	is	a	jealous	God.	In	
fact,	one	of	His	Old	Testament	names	is	Qanna,	which	means	“Jealous	(Exodus	34:14).”	God	
responds	against	sin	in	His	jealousy	as	a	husband	might	respond	against	someone	threatening	to	
compromise	his	relationship	with	his	wife.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	God	will	respond	in	
grace	towards	those	who	have	faith.	Also,	God	will	respond	in	wrath	against	another	group	of	
people	that	Paul	says	are	ungodly,	unrighteous,	and	suppress	the	truth.	

The	grace	of	God	is	revealed	to	those	who	deny	self,	pick	up	the	cross,	and	follow	Jesus.	The	
wrath	of	God	is	revealed	towards	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous.	This	shows	that	God	reveals	
both	facets	of	His	essence,	but	in	different	ways	to	different	groups.	The	Bible	explains	that	
God’s	children	are	NOT	appointed	to	wrath.	God’s	revelation	of	wrath	will	not	come	upon	the	
children	of	God.	The	Bible	is	clear	to	teach	that	the	wrath	of	God	will	come	upon	those	who	deny	
His	grace.	The	original	language	explains	God’s	wrath	as:	anger,	agitation	of	soul,	violent	
emotion,	indignation,	or	punishment	exacted	in	these	ways.	The	English	dictionary	defines	
“wrath”	as:	retributory	punishment	for	an	offense	or	a	crime.	This	means	that	God	will	punish	an	
offense	and	crime	with	violent	anger	to	satisfy	agitation	in	His	own	soul/spirit!	

Paul	described	the	“offense”	and	“crime”	that	God	will	punish.	The	people	are	classified	as	being	
“ungodly”	and	“unrighteous,”	but	their	conduct	is	described	as	well	to	identify	who	the	guilty	
people.	Paul	wrote	that	these	people,	“suppress	the	truth	in	unrighteousness.”	The	word	
“suppress”	is	also	used	in	2	Thessalonians	2:6-10	to	explain	the	work	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	
doing	to	“restrain”	the	anti-Christ	during	this	season	of	God’s	work.	The	same	type	opposition	
that	the	Holy	Spirit	shows	against	the	revelation	of	anti-Christ	now,	is	the	same	quality	of	
opposition	that	the	“ungodly”	show	against	God!	Thus,	those	who	receive	the	wrath	of	God	will	
be	those	who	oppose	God,	specifically	concerning	the	claims	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah.	God	will	punish	these	people	with	violence	because	they	do	not	honor	God’s	
righteousness	shown	in	the	Gospel,	but	instead	make	up	their	own.	Consider	that	anti-Christ	will	
take	authority	boasting	of	himself	as	God,	as	if	he	has	the	right	to	make	up	his	own	rules	and	
deny	God	as	the	Creator,	Savior,	and	Judge.	Those	who	think	in	similar	manner,	figuring	they	can	
live	life	by	their	own	standards	rather	than	submitting	to	Jesus	by	faith,	will	be	those	who	
receive	the	violent	punishment	of	God	for	the	one	crime	He	won’t	forgive.		
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Why Wrath?  
Scripture: Romans 1:19 – Because what may be known of God is manifest in 
them, for God has shown [it] to them… 
The	Bible	teaches	that	the	wrath	of	God	WILL	be	poured	out	upon	the	ungodly	and	the	
unrighteous	who	oppose	the	righteousness	of	God	in	order	to	live	according	to	their	own	
standards.	Those	who	deny	the	Lord,	His	holiness,	His	righteousness,	and	His	judgments	will	be	
dealt	with	in	a	manner	where	God	expresses	violent	anger,	resulting	the	absolute	destruction	
and	eternal	suffering	of	those	people.	Many	people	have	a	hard	time	with	this	thought.	Many	
people	ask,	“Why	would	God	do	such	a	thing?”	Thankfully,	the	scriptures	are	clear	to	explain	
God’s	perspective	so	that	people	don’t	have	to	apologize	for	God	or	speculate	on	His	perspective.		

Here,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	while	Paul’s	hand	might	have	been	holding	the	pen	used	
to	document	these	words,	he	was	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	do	so.	The	words	that	Paul	wrote	
are	the	words	of	God	Himself.	God	expressed	His	own	heart	and	His	own	motives	when	Paul	
wrote	these	words.	Therefore,	when	we	read	about	why	God	will	pour	out	His	wrath	on	the	
ungodly	and	unrighteous,	we	can	be	confident	that	God	was	providing	His	own	explanation.	God	
explained	that	He	is	just	to	reveal	wrath	because	God	made	Himself	known	to	the	ungodly	and	
the	unrighteous,	but	they	still	denied	Him	and	desired	their	own	selfish	pursuits	in	life	instead.		

Paul	wrote	that	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	“suppress	the	truth,”	which	means	that	they	
consciously	and	forcefully	seek	to	hold	down	the	truth	of	God.	The	truth	of	God	is	revealed	
through	His	righteousness.	The	Bible	teaches	throughout	that	God’s	righteousness	is	revealed	in	
the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	which	testifies	that	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	reveal	His	
righteousness,	die	for	the	sins	of	the	world	and	then	raise	from	the	dead,	proving	His	promises,	
His	power,	His	providence,	His	provision	as	true,	and	so	forth.	According	to	the	Bible,	those	who	
suppress	the	truth,	feel	that	they	are	able	to	produce	their	own	righteousness,	deny	the	
testimony	of	Christ	through	attitude,	and	live	contrary	to	God,	ignoring	various	convictions.		

God	will	pour	out	His	wrath	upon	these	people	because	He	made	Himself	known	to	them,	but	
they	deny	Him.	This	means	that	God	made	Himself	an	acquaintance.	In	other	words,	God	made	
Himself	accessible	and	approachable	as	a	friend!	God	did	so	by	“manifesting”	Himself,	which	
means	that	He	made	Himself	plainly	recognizable.	This	was	not	done	merely	in	an	outward	
fashion,	but	notice	that	God	manifested	Himself	“in”	them	–	internally	through	the	soul	by	the	
conscience.	God	then	outwardly	“showed”	Himself	in	order	to	validate	the	inward	convictions	of	
His	imprint	on	the	conscience.	With	all	this	grace	that	God	poured	out,	many	still	deny	His	being,	
power,	providence,	provision,	and	His	purposes.	God	is	just	to	bring	wrath	for	these	reasons.		
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Without Excuse  
Scripture: Romans 1:20 – For since the creation of the world His invisible 
[attributes] are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
[even] His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse… 

The	Bible	teaches	that	while	God	offers	grace	to	the	entire	world	(and	always	has,	even	before	
the	incarnation	of	Jesus),	those	who	deny	and	reject	His	grace	will	receive	God’s	wrath.	There	
are	some	that	argue	that	this	is	unfair.	The	claim	that	there	are	some	that	don’t	know	about	this	
grace	and	salvation	of	God.	This	is	not	true.	The	Bible	teaches	the	exact	opposite.	God	will	be	just	
when	He	reveals	His	wrath	to	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous.	According	to	the	Bible,	there	isn’t	a	
single	person	that	is	totally	ignorant	of	God	and	His	essence.	While	some	might	not	know	the	
name	of	Jesus	the	Messiah,	they	know	and	understand	the	power	and	authority	of	God.	Thus,	as	
the	Apostle	Paul	wrote,	no	one	has	a	justifiable	excuse	to	explain	why	they	did	not	receive	God’s	
grace	and	salvation.		

Paul	stated	that	no	one	has	a	valid	excuse	because	God	has	revealed	Himself	through	His	
creation.	This	was	not	merely	a	philosophical	idea	that	Paul	came	up	with.	Paul	was	referring	to	
Psalm	19:1-5,	which	states	that	“the	heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God.”	When	God	created	the	
heavens	and	the	earth,	He	did	so	in	a	way	so	that	as	we	observe	the	effects	of	His	work	in	the	
universe,	we	can	see	the	effects	of	God’s	glory.	The	Father	cannot	be	seen,	but	we	can	see	the	
power,	wisdom,	sovereignty,	and	providence	of	God	through	His	creation.	We	can	clearly	see	the	
world	that	we	live	in	and	the	scientific	principles	that	govern	the	world;	all	of	which	God	
authored.	We	can	clearly	see	our	own	bodies	and	the	means	by	which	they	function	and	marvel	
over	God’s	intelligent	design.	Recall	that	Paul	previously	stated	that	the	Lord	revealed	Himself	to	
all	people	also	by	the	conscience.	This	means	that	our	conscience	can	confirm	God	as	the	Author	
and	Creator	of	all	the	things	we	see	with	our	physical	eyes.		

According	to	the	Bible,	since	the	“heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God,”	the	people	of	God	are	able	to	
understand	God’s	essence.	This	means	that	anyone	who	can	observe	the	world	that	God	made	
also	has	the	capacity	to	understand	that	God	created	what	was	made.	We	all	have	the	ability	to	
acknowledge	and	confess	that	a	being	with	supreme	wisdom	and	power	exists;	and	that	
supreme	being	is	FAR	greater	than	we	are	and	worthy	of	worship,	praise,	and	honor.	The	size	of	
the	universe	speaks	of	God’s	eternal	nature	since	someone	bigger	and	more	powerful	than	the	
universe	had	to	create	it.	The	organization	of	the	universe	speaks	of	God’s	wisdom	and	
authority.	The	creation	the	world	shows	the	magnitude	of	God’s	revelation.	Its	BIG!	Therefore,	
no	one	will	be	able	to	have	a	defense	against	God	when	He	renders	judgment.	God	is	blameless	
in	ALL	He	does,	giving	everyone	a	chance	to	receive	His	blessings.		
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Disrespectful, Unthankful, Foolish  
Scripture: Romans 1:21 – Because, although they knew God, they did not 
glorify [Him] as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened… 

Why	will	God	pour	out	His	wrath	on	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous?	Is	it	fair	that	God	has	
appointed	some	to	eternal	life	and	some	to	eternal	condemnation?	How	can	God	allow	people	
who	don’t	believe	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	burn	in	hell	if	He	calls	Himself	“LOVE?”	
The	Bible	is	sufficient	to	answer	these	questions	all	on	its	own	without	the	need	for	human	
opinion.	According	to	the	Bible,	the	Lord	has	done	incredible	and	miraculous	things	to	make	
Himself	known.	God	is	eternally	self-existing	and	self-sustaining,	transcending	time,	place,	and	
power	as	all	living	things	know,	but	God	has	manifested	His	supreme	being	to	finite,	corrupted,	
and	pitiful	people.	This	is	a	great	position	of	benefit!	God	has	done	nothing	but	bring	benefits	to	
His	creation.	However,	not	all	of	His	creation	has	responded	appropriately	to	God’s	goodness.		

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	will	reveal	His	wrath	upon	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	because	of	
how	they	respond	to	the	revelation	of	His	righteousness.	God	didn’t	just	make	Himself	known,	
but	did	so	in	such	a	way	so	as	to	teach	all	people	that	He	is	right	100%	of	the	time.	His	ways	are	
right.	His	promises	are	true.	His	declarations	are	accurate	and	appropriate.	We	as	human	beings	
cannot	know	what	is	right	without	God’s	revelation.	It	is	a	privilege	to	receive	it.	God	revealed	
Himself	through	the	human	conscience,	and	then	backed	up	that	revelation	by	making	His	
eternal	power	and	Godhead	visible	through	the	magnitude	of	His	creation	of	the	universe.		

According	to	the	Bible,	the	world	has	denied	God’s	revelation.	According	to	the	scriptures,	the	
world	knows	God.	The	ungodly	receive	God’s	revelation	because	all	have	a	conscience	and	can	
see	God’s	power	and	wisdom	in	creation.	God	desires	for	His	creation	to	glorify	Him	on	account	
of	the	gracious	revelation	He	provides.	The	ungodly	and	unrighteous	are	those	who	do	not	give	
God	His	due	praise,	glory,	and	worship.	They	do	not	exalt	God	as	supreme	in	their	minds	and	
hearts.	They	are	not	thankful	for	God’s	revelation.	They	are	more	satisfied	with	their	own	
perspective	concerning	right/wrong.	As	a	result,	the	brain	and	soul	that	God	created	becomes	
perverted.	Paul	wrote	that	their	“thoughts	are	futile.”	This	means	that	they	become	victims	of	
vain	thinking,	which	means	their	minds	are	governed	by	speculations	and	imaginative	ideas	and	
philosophies	concerning	God.	In	other	words,	they	never	know	the	true	God	as	they	make	up	a	
fake	one	in	their	own	creative	ideas	fueled	by	foolishness	and	hearts	that	are	contrary	to	God.	
Hence,	the	revelation	of	wisdom,	goodness,	and	life	that	come	in	the	revelation	of	God’s	
righteousness	are	never	received.	The	judgment	of	these	people	is	merely	the	natural	response	
of	rejecting	God’s	essence,	and	this	is	human	nature	without	the	intervention	of	Jesus	Christ.		
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Foolish Wisdom  
Scripture: Romans 1:22-23 – Professing to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like 
corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	will	reveal	His	wrath	to	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	who	“suppress”	
the	truth	of	God’s	revelation	of	righteousness.	This	refers	to	judgment	coming	upon	those	who	
deliberately	deny	God	and	His	righteousness,	considering	themselves	to	be	righteous	by	their	
own	standards.	This	is	dangerous	thinking!	Thankfully,	the	Bible	is	clear	to	show	the	steps	
involved	in	how	a	person	comes	to	think	this	way.	For	those	who	desire	to	avoid	the	wrath	of	
God,	it	is	important	to	know	these	steps	so	that	we	can	follow	the	command	of	scripture	to	“test	
ourselves	to	see	if	we	are	of	the	faith.”	

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	steps	that	lead	to	the	rejection	of	God	are	simple.	Recall	that	Paul	
wrote	that	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	suppress	the	truth	“because”	of	certain	factors.	
Understanding	those	factors	explains	how	the	unrighteous	come	to	the	point	of	condemnation.	
First,	Paul	wrote	that	they	refuse	to	glorify	God,	though	He	revealed	His	glory	to	all	people	in	
awesome	ways.	Second,	they	rebel	against	God’s	expectation	for	gratitude.	Having	received	
God’s	revelation	and	provision,	they	do	not	thank	God,	but	instead	figure	God’s	revelation	to	be	
cheap	and/or	fake,	and	consider	themselves	to	be	their	own	providers.		

Next,	Paul	wrote	that	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	“profess	to	be	wise.”	This	means	that	these	
people	reason	in	their	own	minds	how	the	universe	and	human	life	came	to	be,	excluding	God	
from	the	equation.	They	regard	themselves	as	intellectually	capable	of	wisdom	without	
considering	God	as	the	Author	of	wisdom	and	understanding.	The	Bible	explains	that	God	will	
confound	the	“wise”	and	make	fools	of	their	wisdom.	While	these	people	consider	themselves	to	
be	intellectually	able,	their	ideas,	creativity,	and	philosophical	world	views	will	be	destroyed,	
showing	that	their	thoughts	and	ideas	are	worthless.	

Lastly,	the	Bible	states	that	these	people	change	the	glory	of	God.	They	reduce	God	from	His	
exalted	position,	by	figuring	that	the	works	and	efforts	of	their	own	minds	and	hands	are	equal	
to	that	of	God’s	power.	These	people	worship	the	effects	of	their	own	efforts,	thinking	their	ideas	
to	be	equal	to	or	superior	to	God’s.	Like	the	people	of	Babylon	made	themselves	as	gods,	seeking	
to	build	their	own	way	into	heaven	by	rebelling	against	God	to	build	the	Tower	of	Babel,	the	
unrighteous	and	ungodly	follow	in	the	same	pattern.	This	pattern	of	thinking	and	behavior	not	
only	matches	the	evil	that	Nimrod	encouraged,	but	the	evil	of	Satan	himself.	This	is	what	the	
road	to	destruction	looks	like	as	the	devil	leads	the	way.	
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When God Gives Up  
Scripture: Romans 1:24 – Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves… 
There	are	many	who	teach	that	God	is	so	loving	and	gracious	that	He	will	not	judge	those	who	
rebel	against	Him.	THIS	IS	NOT	WHAT	THE	BIBLE	TEACHES!	The	Bible	is	clear	to	show	that	God	
has	a	threshold	of	patience	and	mercy;	and	when	that	threshold	is	crossed,	God	will	let	a	person	
fall	to	the	consequences	of	their	foolishness.	As	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	God	will	
actually	give	people	up	to	uncleanness.	This	truth	is	stated	three	times	in	four	verses,	using	
three	distinctly	different	Greek	grammar	clauses	to	prove	God’s	righteousness	as	correct.	Make	
no	mistake:	God	will	give	people	up	to	the	full	extent	of	consequence	of	choosing	darkness	
rather	than	light.		

It	is	important	to	recognize	why	God	gives	people	up	to	condemnation.	First,	in	order	to	give	
someone	up,	one	must	first	possess	someone	in	their	grip.	This	means	that,	because	God	has	
revealed	His	righteousness	by	implanting	of	Himself	on	the	human	conscience,	through	the	
marvel	of	His	creation,	and	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ,	God	has	had	every	single	
person	in	His	grip	at	some	point.	Yet,	there	are	those	who	do	not	want	to	be	in	God’s	grip.	Since	
sin	separates	from	God,	there	are	many	that	continue	in	sin	to	purposefully	separate	from	God,	
thinking	that	they	can	escape	the	judgment	of	God	to	live	by	a	new	standard	without	
consequence.	Paul	wrote	that	when	people	are	determined	to	do	this,	God	will	let	go	of	His	grip.	
God	will	let	people	live	the	way	they	want	to;	and	since	self-righteousness	leads	to	darkness	and	
destruction,	God	will	give	people	up	to	that	consequence,	and	will	be	right	to	do	so.	

Why	will	God	be	right	in	this	type	of	judgment?	First,	the	people	that	God	gives	up	are	given	up	
to	“uncleanness”	because	this	is	what	they	desire	more	than	God’s	goodness.	The	word	
“uncleanness”	is	a	word	most	often	attributed	to	sexual	desire	and	demonic	influence.	In	other	
words,	they	are	governed	by	physical	desires	of	the	flesh	rather	than	the	Spirit	of	God.	They	are	
“slaves”	to	the	flesh.	Jesus	came	to	set	people	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin.	Those	that	are	
governed	by	physical	desire	are	those	who	deny	the	salvation	that	Jesus	offers,	and	reject	the	
means	by	which	it	came.	Notice	that	it	is	the	lust	of	their	own	hearts	that	provokes	them.	They	
are	governed	by	the	flesh	because	inwardly,	they	want	to	be.	They	don’t	want	to	be	told	what	is	
right,	and	want	to	live	by	their	own	standards.	This	leads	to	them	using	their	bodies,	not	for	
God’s	purposes,	but	as	vessels	to	attain	selfish	gain.	This	is	rebellion	against	God,	and	it	comes	in	
a	variety	of	forms.	God	will	not	strive	long	with	the	wicked.	He	will	let	people	have	what	they	
want.	If	people	don’t	want	God’s	salvation,	God	will	give	them	the	condemnation	they	chose	
instead.	This	is	why	God	will	pour	out	His	wrath,	and	He	is	right	to	do	so.		
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The Exchange  
Scripture: Romans 1:25 – Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 

The	rapture	is	an	event	that	almost	all	believers	look	forward	to	today!	It	is	a	glorious	prophetic	
promise	that	comes	with	the	hope	of	God’s	people	escaping	His	judgment	AND	physical	death!	
This	hope	is	founded	on	God’s	promise	to	“change”	the	nature	of	His	people	in	the	twinkling	of	
an	eye.	This	is	because	mortality	cannot	inherit	immortality,	and	corruption	cannot	inherit	
incorruption.	No	more	than	a	person	can	go	to	the	moon	in	street	clothes,	a	believer	cannot	
enter	the	kingdom	in	this	body.	A	change	needs	to	be	made,	and	God	is	able	and	willing	to	do	so	
for	the	benefit	of	His	people.	As	Paul	described	to	the	Corinthian	church,	the	change	will	reflect	
God’s	ability	to	transform	one	form	into	another	so	that	the	new	form	is	contrary	to	the	original	
form	that	was	keeping	God’s	people	from	Him.		

This	is	an	important	concept	to	keep	in	mind	in	the	context	of	Paul’s	teaching	to	the	church	in	
Rome.	Paul	explained	that	God	is	just	to	pour	out	His	wrath	upon	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	
that	suppress	the	truth	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	Paul	also	explained	why	God’s	judgment	
will	be	fair	and	right.	According	to	Romans	1:25,	God	is	not	the	only	one	making	changes.	The	
Bible	explains	that	the	ungodly	will	receive	the	wrath	of	God	because	they	“exchange”	the	truth	
of	God	for	“the	lie.”	The	word	“exchanged”	in	the	original	language	contains	the	same	root	word	
used	to	describe	the	change	that	God	will	orchestrate	in	the	rapture.	Hence,	the	same	dramatic	
change	where	God	transforms	one	form	into	a	contrary	one,	is	the	same	dramatic	change	that	
the	ungodly	make	to	God’s	truth!	These	people	take	God’s	truth	and	make	it	totally	opposite	and	
contrary	to	God’s	actual	Word	and	nature.		

What	is	“the	lie”	that	these	people	morph	God’s	Word	into?	This	was	previously	explained	as	
self-righteousness	and	pride.	People	pridefully	feel	that	it	is	possible	to	match	God’s	glory	as	
Creator	by	the	efforts	of	our	own	hands.	People	deny	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	in	
order	to	make	up	our	own	brand.	“The	lie”	is	the	belief	that	we	can	do	this	without	consequence	
and	actually	usurp	God’s	authority	to	do	as	we	desire.	As	a	result,	people	have	made	other	
people	and	the	effects	of	their	own	minds	and	hands	into	gods.	We	have	worshiped	self	and	
served	the	needs	of	the	things	God	made	rather	than	God	as	Creator.	He	is	blessed.	The	depraved	
human	heart	lives	in	a	manner	that	feels	it	is	blessed	without	God.	This	is	a	lie.	While	all	people	
have	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	truth,	many	have	taken	that	truth,	thrown	it	to	the	side,	
and	made	up	a	new	version	of	truth	that	matches	the	lies	of	the	devil.	Like	him,	those	who	live	in	
such	a	manner	will	receive	God’s	wrath,	and	rightly	so.		
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Against Nature  
Scripture: Romans 1:26-27 – For this reason God gave them up to vile 
passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is 
against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was 
due. 

The	conversation	regarding	homosexuality	is	a	heavy	subject	in	the	modern	church.	In	addition	
to	the	actual	practice	of	homosexuality,	the	problem	lies	in	that	many	churches	are	becoming	
more	accepting	of	the	lifestyle,	using	scripture	to	validate	their	positon.	Ironically,	Romans	1:26-
27	are	two	of	the	verses	that	many	of	these	false	teachers	site	in	order	to	validate	homosexual	
sin.	Recall	that	Paul	was	explaining	why	God	will	be	right	and	just	to	reveal	His	wrath	against	the	
ungodly	and	unrighteous.	When	Paul	wrote,	“for	this	reason,”	he	was	referring	back	to	the	point	
he	previously	made	in	verse	25	where	he	said	that	the	ungodly	“exchanged	the	truth	of	God	for	
the	lie.”	In	other	words,	when	Paul	described	homosexuality	in	Romans	1:26-27,	he	was	simply	
speaking	of	a	particular	way	in	which	people	“exchange	the	truth	of	God	for	the	lie.”		

When	people	deny	and	reject	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness,	He	will	allow	them	to	go	into	
some	dark	places	(like	homosexuality)	and	suffer	the	full	consequences	of	such	darkness.	The	
Bible	is	clear	to	show	that	“women	exchange	natural	use”	and	“men	burned	in	their	lust	for	one	
another”	simply	because	they	wanted	to	rebel	against	God’s	revelation	of	righteousness.	Notice	
that	Paul	mentioned	how	the	women	and	“likewise”	the	men	exchanged	“natural	use.”	This	
means	that	the	conversation	of	homosexuality	does	not	begin	in	Leviticus	18:22	as	some	
suppose;	but	all	the	way	back	in	Genesis	1:26-31	and	Genesis	2:15-25.	It	was	there	that	God	
identified	that	which	is	“natural”	and	“good”	for	man	and	woman.	Since	the	“lifestyle”	that	Paul	
described	is	contrary	to	God’s	commands	and	expectations	in	Genesis,	homosexuality	is	
considered	to	be	against	nature.		

Paul	wrote	that	men	were	doing,	“what	is	shameful.”	The	original	language	describes	this	phrase	
as	doing	that	which	is	without	shape,	plan,	or	design.	In	other	words,	homosexuality	is	rebellion	
against	God’s	plan,	shape,	and	design;	exchanging	the	revelation	of	God’s	truth,	for	a	lie	that	is	
fabricated	by	the	wickedness	of	the	human	heart	according	to	the	lusts	of	the	flesh.	These	men	
and	women	do	not	want	to	do	what	God	says,	hear	God’s	Word	or	acknowledge	God’s	authority.	
They	know	God	according	to	the	revelation	that	He	gives	to	ALL	people,	but	instead	decide	to	
glorify	self.	For	this	reason,	they	will	suffer	the	full	extent	of	penalty	associated	with	those	who	
deny	and	rebel	against	God,	experiencing	physical	dismay	as	well	as	eternal	condemnation	
unless	they	repent	and	turn	to	Jesus	to	be	made	new.		
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A Debased Mind  
Scripture: Romans 1:28 – And even as they did not like to retain God in 
[their] knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting… 

God	will	be	just	to	pour	out	His	wrath	on	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	who	suppress	the	truth	of	
the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	according	to	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	attitudes	of	
those	who	are	judged	in	this	manner	will	prove	God	as	true.	According	to	the	Bible,	those	who	
deny	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	seek	to	make	up	their	own	righteousness	instead.	
They	can	clearly	see	the	revelation	of	God’s	power	and	eternal	Godhead	in	creation,	but	try	to	
come	up	with	their	own	definition	of	God,	making	false	gods	and	transforming	humans	into	idols	
in	the	process.	Though	they	can	know	God	according	to	the	imprint	He	gives	of	Himself	on	the	
human	conscience,	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	try	to	change	the	glory	of	God	into	corruptible	
images	that	represent	the	vile	affections	of	the	world	and	the	flesh.	

According	to	the	Bible,	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	also	seek	to	remove	God	from	their	wisdom	
and	knowledge.	Though	God	is	the	Author	of	wisdom,	and	His	revelation	is	the	essence	of	truth,	
many	deny	God’s	revelations	in	order	to	manufacture	their	own	brand	of	wisdom	and	
knowledge.	The	English	translation	of	the	Bible	explains	that	these	people	do	not	“like	to	retain	
God”	in	their	knowledge.	This	means	that	the	they	actually	try	to	prove	God’s	wisdom	as	
incorrect.	They	contend	against	God	and	see	His	wisdom	as	flawed	and	invalid,	as	if	their	
wisdom	and	knowledge	is	superior.		

For	the	third	time	in	this	chapter,	the	Bible	says	that	“God	will	give	them	over.”	God	will	allow	
these	people	to	suffer	the	consequences	of	their	sin.	In	this	particular	case,	the	consequence	of	
living	according	to	one’s	own	knowledge	as	rebellion	against	God’s	supreme	wisdom	and	
superior	identity	as	truth,	is	a	“debased	mind.”	In	other	words,	moral	deviation	leads	to	mental	
depravity!	It	becomes	impossible	to	reason	and	think	in	a	righteous	manner.	This	means	that	it	
is	absolutely	impossible	for	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	to	have	righteous	thoughts	of	any	kind.		

The	original	language	defines	“debased”	as	something	that	doesn’t	stand	the	test	of	authenticity	
using	the	word	“adokimos.”	The	word	was	used	to	describe	currency	trading	during	Paul’s	time.	
Since	currency	was	measured	by	weight,	a	coin	that	was	supposed	to	be	worth	a	certain	amount	
was	supposed	to	measure	up	to	the	weight	precious	metal	that	it	was	valued	at.	When	the	
weight	of	the	coin	was	verified	as	authentically	measuring	up	to	standard,	it	was	called	
“dokimos.”	When	a	coin	did	not	measure	up,	it	was	called	“adokimos.”	This	is	the	word	used	to	
describe	a	“debased”	mind;	it	doesn’t	measure	up	to	God’s	righteous	standards	and	is	worthless.	
The	KJV	uses	the	word	“reprobate	mind.”	The	dictionary	defines	this	word	as	strongly	
condemning	and	unworthy.	This	is	how	God	sees	those	who	have	the	attitude	that	they	can	think	
for	themselves	without	depending	on	Him.	
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A Picture of Debasement  
Scripture: Romans 1:29-31 – Being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; [they are] whisperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful… 

The	Bible	is	candid	to	state	that	which	is	contrary	to	God.	When	God	administrates	His	righteous	
judgment,	He	will	be	blameless	when	He	pours	out	His	wrath	on	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous.	
God	has	provided	ample	revelation	of	His	righteousness	to	give	people	an	object	of	focus	to	
repent	and	submit	to	Him	as	God.	God	has	provided	ample	warning.	Those	who	deny	the	
opportunity	to	receive	God’s	grace	and	escape	His	judgment;	those	who	ignore	God’s	warnings,	
will	deserve	what	they	get	on	account	of	their	attitudes	and	their	actions.	The	Bible	explains	that	
God	will	give	people	over	to	the	consequences	of	sin	when	they	repeatedly	deny	Him,	and	the	
consequence	is	referred	to	as	a	“debased	mind.”	The	Bible	is	also	helpful	to	show	what	a	
“debased	mind”	looks	like	in	real	life.		

The	Apostle	Paul	broke	up	the	characteristics	of	a	debased	mind	into	four	groups	of	twenty-
three	characteristics.	The	first	group	contains	five	characteristics	that	describe	what	a	debased	
mind	is	“filled	with.”	A	debased	mind	cannot	produce	a	righteous	thought	because	it	is	filled	
with	unrighteousness,	sexual	immorality,	wickedness,	covetousness,	and	maliciousness.	A	
debased	mind	abounds	with	these	sorts	of	thoughts	so	that	there	isn’t	room	for	God’s	
righteousness.	This	sort	of	mind	is	filled	with	things	that	are	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness	
and	His	Word	so	that	it’s	only	possible	to	produce	evil	thoughts.	The	next	group	of	debased	
traits	contains	five	qualities	that	the	debased	mind	is	“full”	of.	Here,	Paul	used	a	different	Greek	
word	to	describe	the	“fullness”	of	these	qualities.	It	specifically	refers	to	the	things	that	consume	
the	mind.	A	debased	mind	is	consumed	with	envy,	murder,	strife,	deceit,	and	evil-mindedness.	
The	mind	has	jealous	thoughts	that	lead	to	hate	for	others,	dividing	by	evil	speaking	and	ethics.		

Next,	Paul	explained	that	there	are	eight	qualities	that	identify	the	conduct	of	one	with	a	
debased	mind.	They	are	whispers,	backbiters,	haters	of	God,	violent,	proud,	boasters,	inventors	
of	evil	things,	and	disobedient	to	parents.	Notice	that	they	verbally	attack	people	by	defaming	
the	character	of	others	to	get	what	they	want,	and	are	rebellious	against	authority	to	the	extent	
that	they	desire	to	make	up	their	own	rules	in	arrogance.	As	a	result,	they	are	lacking	in	five	
areas:	they	do	not	have	discernment,	are	unfaithful,	cannot	express	God’s	quality	of	love,	are	
unwilling	to	forgive,	and	cannot	express	the	mercy	of	God.	Since	most	people	express	many	of	
these	characteristics	on	a	daily	basis,	it	is	clear	to	see	the	flow	of	Paul’s	point:	that	all	need	the	
Savior	Jesus	Christ,	lest	we	remain	with	the	debased	minds	we	were	born	with	and	perish	
according	to	this	evil	nature.		
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Recruiting into Darkness 
Scripture: Romans 1:32 – Who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, 
that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the 
same but also approve of those who practice them. 

When	the	Bible	describes	the	judgment	and	wrath	of	God,	things	get	scary!	One	of	the	reasons	so	
many	people	have	a	hard	time	digesting	the	truth	of	God’s	judgment	is	because	it	is	so	intense,	
definitive,	and	final.	The	judgment	of	God	seems	contrary	to	the	nature	of	God’s	mercy,	grace,	
and	His	essence	as	“love.”	However,	this	is	only	true	when	people’s	understanding	of	mercy,	
grace,	and	love	are	founded	on	personal	experience	instead	of	Biblical	substance.	It	is	true	that	
God	will	violently	and	brutally	respond	against	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly,	but	every	day	that	
He	doesn’t,	is	an	extension	of	His	mercy,	grace,	and	nature	as	love.	It	is	persistent	rebellious	
attitudes	of	those	people	that	prove	God’s	actions	as	true	when	He	responds	in	the	end.		

The	Bible	explains	that	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	know	that	judgment	is	coming.	Deep	down,	
everyone	knows	that	judgment	is	coming.	The	intensity	and	extremity	of	some	sin	is	usually	
committed	in	such	a	manner	in	hopes	to	mute	conviction	and	guilt.	Recall	that	the	Apostle	Paul	
already	wrote	that	God	has	revealed	His	righteousness	by	imprinting	Himself	into	the	human	
conscience	and	by	outwardly	displaying	His	power	and	eternal	Godhead	in	creation.	People	
know	who	God	is.	The	unrighteous	and	ungodly	simply	don’t	want	to	live	for	Him.	They	know	
God	is	righteous.	They	know	the	sin	that	they	continue	to	pursue	and	practice	is	wrong.	They	
know	there	will	be	consequence.	They	know	death	is	a	real	thing.	Yet,	they	do	not	repent.	
Instead,	they	live	as	vessels	of	unrighteousness	and	tools	of	the	devil.		

The	Bible	explains	that	God	will	be	right	to	judge	these	people	because,	they	not	only	destroy	
their	own	lives,	but	also	find	pleasure	when	they	find	more	people	to	join	in	their	cause.	
According	to	the	Bible,	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	find	greater	pleasure	in	sin	when	they	can	
invite	larger	crowds	to	participate.	They	take	pleasure	in	inviting	others	into	their	shame.	Sin	
seeks	company.	This	is	why	so	much	unrighteousness	and	sexual	immorality	is	such	a	popular	
business.	This	is	why	people	express	covetousness,	maliciousness,	and	envy	with	others	through	
gossips	and	backbiting.	This	is	why	haters	of	God	form	groups	and	organizations	to	uphold	the	
wicked	desires	of	their	hearts	through	political,	social,	and	cultural	platforms.	These	men	and	
women,	boys	and	girls,	don’t	just	seek	to	rebel	against	God	to	do	their	own	thing,	but	are	looking	
for	people	to	invite	to	do	the	same	with	them;	hoping	that	their	strength	in	numbers	will	either	
remove	conviction,	or	alter	the	truth	of	God’s	judgment.	This	is	why	God	will	be	right	to	do	as	He	
promised	in	judgment.			
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Inexcusable Judgment 
Scripture: Romans 2:1 – Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever 
you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn 
yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 

The	Bible	explains	that	God	will	be	just	when	He	renders	His	final	judgment.	God	is	the	exclusive	
source	of	righteousness	and	goodness,	and	is	also	the	chief	authority	as	Judge.	His	judgments	
will	be	right	and	good,	regardless	of	human	opinion.	Paul	explained	in	Romans	Chapter	1	that	
God	will	be	blameless	and	right	when	He	condemns	the	wicked.	He	has	made	judgment	fair.	God	
has	revealed	His	righteousness	to	everyone	in	many	ways.	Therefore,	those	who	deny	the	
righteousness	of	God	and	seek	to	live	according	to	self-righteousness	will	be	considered	rebels	
and	enemies	of	God.	He	will	deal	with	them	accordingly.	The	characteristics	and	attitudes	of	the	
unrighteous	and	ungodly	will	prove	God’s	judgment	as	right	in	the	end,	showing	God	as	
blameless.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	though	Gentiles	have	not	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	
righteousness	through	the	testimony	of	Israel	or	the	Law,	they	are	without	excuse	nonetheless.	

This	does	not	mean	that	the	Jewish	believers	were	superior	over	the	Gentiles.	The	Bible	clearly	
states	that	no	one	has	an	excuse	to	deny	God’s	righteousness.	Consider	the	extent	of	revelation	
that	the	children	of	Israel	received	through	the	Law	and	their	history.	They	not	only	knew	God’s	
righteousness,	but	were	also	taught	the	means	by	which	it	comes	–	through	Jesus	the	Messiah.	
As	such,	they	knew	that	the	righteousness	of	God	is	exclusively	distributed	through	Jesus	as	the	
Son	of	God.	The	Jewish	believers	in	Rome	were	no	better	than	the	Gentile	non-believers	since	
righteousness	comes	exclusively	by	God	according	to	His	revelation	through	Jesus	Christ.		

This	is	why	Paul	wrote	that	the	Jewish	believers	were	in	no	position	to	judge	Gentiles	–	believer	
OR	non-believer.	Here	it	is	important	to	know	the	word	“judge.”	The	Bible	uses	mainly	two	
Greek	words	to	define	“judgment.”	The	word	“krino”	is	used	in	various	forms	167	times,	and	the	
word	“diakrino”	is	used	in	various	forms	25	times	in	the	New	Testament.	Judgment	is	a	big	deal	
to	God.	We	are	commanded	to	“judge’	(diakrino,	referring	to	discernment	through	the	
scriptures),	while	we	are	warned	about	“judging”	others	(rendering	verdicts	as	if	we	have	the	
authority	of	God).	Paul	warned	that	God’s	people	should	not	render	verdicts	against	others	that	
appear	as	unrighteous,	understanding	that	we	are	not	righteous	of	ourselves	either.	Though	the	
unrighteous	and	ungodly	will	be	condemned	because	of	the	absence	of	their	faith	in	Jesus,	the	
characteristics	of	those	men	and	women	can	also	be	found	in	believers	too!	We	all	show	the	
same	quality	of	sin.	Therefore,	who	are	we	to	condemn	another.	Paul	was	clear	to	write	that	
those	who	do	so	will	be	condemned,	seeking	to	usurp	the	authority	of	God	while	ignoring	the	
need	to	repent	in	one’s	own	life	to	deal	with	issues	of	sin	that	offend	God.		
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Knowing God’s Judgment 
Scripture: Romans 2:2 – But we know that the judgment of God is according 
to truth against those who practice such things. 
No	matter	what	position	a	person	may	find	themselves	in	the	end	–	in	favor	with	God,	or	out	of	
favor	with	God	–	the	Lord’s	proclamation	and	execution	of	judgment	will	be	right	and	good.	No	
one	will	disagree	or	contend	with	God	–	not	even	the	devil.	The	Bible	explains	how	this	is	
possible.	The	Bible	teaches	that	those	who	rebel	against	God	and	the	revelation	of	His	
righteousness,	do	so	knowingly,	not	in	ignorance.	This	is	especially	true	of	those	who	have	heard	
the	truth	of	the	Gospel	message!	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that,	if	non-Jewish	people	who	have	
not	heard	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ	are	without	excuse	concerning	God’s	judgment,	how	
much	more	those	who	have?	

As	such,	Paul	exhorted	the	church	in	Rome	to	watch	their	attitudes	concerning	Gentiles	or	
others	that	were	ignorant	to	the	testimony	of	Jesus.	The	testimony	of	Jesus	teaches	that	none	are	
righteous,	and	that	God’s	revelation	of	righteousness	comes	directly	through	Jesus.	This	means	
that	no	one	is	able	to	demonstrate	their	own	righteousness	before	the	Father	and	receive	His	
approval	apart	from	faith	in	Jesus.	Since	this	is	true,	who	is	able	to	criticize	or	judge	another	
unto	condemnation,	regardless	of	what	they	know	of	the	Word	or	not?	If	all	people	are	on	the	
same	playing	field	of	unrighteousness,	then	no	one	has	the	right.	No	one	has	the	right	to	“judge”	
another.	Recall	that	there	are	two	forms	of	judgment	in	the	Bible.	Jesus	taught	that	we	are	to	
“judge”	in	the	sense	that	we	are	to	“judge	through”	the	scriptures	in	discernment.	This	means	
that	we	are	to	examine	circumstances,	compare	them	to	scripture	and	the	character	of	God,	and	
respond	in	a	manner	that	the	Word	declares	as	right.	We	are	to	abstain	from	examining	
circumstances,	assuming	the	motives	and	intents	of	people,	and	then	coming	to	a	conclusion	
about	their	final	position	in	the	Lord	as	if	we	have	God’s	authority	to	render	a	verdict.		

According	to	Paul,	we	know	God’s	judgment	will	be	“according	to	truth.”	Remember	that	Jesus	
identified	Himself	as	the	personification	of	truth.	God’s	judgment	will	be	according	to	Jesus.	He	
alone	is	Judge.	The	Father	has	reserved	judgment	for	Jesus.	It	is	His	Messianic	duty	to	render	the	
final	verdict	for	all	people.	Thus,	those	who	seek	to	do	His	job	will	bring	great	offense	to	the	
Father	and	His	purposes.	This	is	why	God	is	against	those	people	who	look	into	the	lives	of	
others	with	a	critical	eye	to	measure	motives	while	they	do	nothing	to	consider	the	sin	in	their	
own	life.	This	is	why	God	is	against	those	who	look	down	on	others	as	if	they	have	a	form	of	
righteousness	that	is	greater.	God	alone	is	righteous,	which	is	why	He	alone	is	Judge.	Those	who	
live	pridefully	according	to	self-righteousness	thinking	they	can	do	God’s	job	that	was	appointed	
to	Jesus,	will	learn	the	hard	way	that	He	is	the	only	One	who	has	the	authority	to	condemn.		
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The Truth of Hypocrisy 
Scripture: Romans 2:3 – And do you think this, O man, you who judge those 
practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the 
judgment of God? 

The	Bible	teaches	that	man	looks	at	the	outward	appearance,	but	God	looks	at	the	heart.	This	
truth	explains	God’s	authority	and	righteousness	as	the	Sovereign	Judge.	The	prophet	Jeremiah	
wrote	that	heart	is	deceitful	and	desperately	wicked	among	all	things;	so,	who	can	know	it?	As	
people,	we	don’t	even	know	our	own	hearts.	We	don’t	know	what	we	really	want.	We	don’t	
know	why	we	do	some	of	the	things	we	do.	We	lie	to	ourselves	constantly.	We	convince	
ourselves	that	we’re	right	no	matter	how	wrong	we	may	be.	God	doesn’t	have	this	issue.	God	
sees	all	hearts/souls.	God	knows	exactly	why	people	do	what	they	do	and	can	clearly	
understand	what	people	really	want.	Therefore,	He	alone	is	qualified	to	judge,	being	the	only	
one	who	knows	what	is	actually	true	of	a	person.		

This	is	why	God	will	not	judge	people	based	on	outward	appearance.	The	outward	appearance	
of	people’s	lives	is	merely	a	façade.	God	can	see	the	true	substance	underneath.	This	means	that,	
while	true	saving	faith	produces	works	that	are	equal	to	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit,	sometimes	
people’s	outward	appearance	can	look	like	the	Spirit’s	fruit,	though	their	hearts	are	far	from	the	
Lord.	It	may	be	hard	for	people	to	determine	who	is	really	of	the	Lord,	but	it	is	easy	for	the	Lord.	
This	is	why	the	Bible	commands	God’s	true	people	to	keep	from	judging	and	trying	to	figure	this	
stuff	out.	We	can’t	even	figure	ourselves	out,	let	alone	someone	else.	If	our	worldview	is	so	
heavily	influenced	by	the	deception	of	our	own	perspective	and	opinion,	who	are	we	to	think	
that	we	can	do	God’s	job	to	know	who	is	truly	righteous	and	who	is	not?	

This	is	why	Paul	said	that,	those	who	seek	to	usurp	the	authority	of	God	as	Judge,	will	be	
condemned	in	His	judgment;	no	matter	what	they	say	about	their	own	faith.	According	to	the	
Bible,	those	who	“judge	down”	will	be	cast	down,	no	matter	how	much	they	think	they	know	or	
do	for	the	Lord.	God	will	not	accept	hypocrisy.	The	Greek	word	for	“hypocrisy”	is	“hypokrites,”	
which	is	a	variation	of	the	Greek	word	“krino”	referring	to	judgment.	The	word	was	used	to	
describe	someone	who	played	the	role	of	an	actor,	but	literally	means	“to	judge	under.”	The	
Biblical	concept	refers	to	one	that	is	pretending	to	have	authority	equal	as	God,	by	looking	down	
on	everyone	in	order	to	prop	themselves	up	through	self-righteousness.	Since	NONE	are	
righteous,	no	one	has	the	right	to	prop	themselves	above	others.	According	to	Paul,	this	attitude	
is	equal	to	that	of	a	“debased	mind”	since	both	are	founded	on	self-righteousness.	Since	God	will	
condemn	those	with	a	debased	mind,	we	must	be	sure	that	God	will	also	condemn	the	hypocrite.	
No	matter	what	kind	of	faith	they	may	proclaim,	God	is	able	to	identify	those	just	playing	a	role.		
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The Goodness of God 
Scripture: Romans 2:4 – Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, 
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads 
you to repentance? 

The	concept	of	“judging”	is	a	very	confused	term	in	modern	church	culture.	The	Bible	explains	
that	there	are	two	forms	of	judging.	There	Greek	word	“diakrino”	speaks	of	one	form	of	judging	
that	means	to	“judge	through.”	Christians	are	commanded	to	judge	in	this	way:	examine	
circumstances,	compare	them	to	the	scriptures,	and	make	a	decision	that	is	in	line	with	the	
declarations	of	God’s	righteousness	in	the	Word.	This	is	more	commonly	referred	to	as	
“discernment.”	There	is	also	the	Greek	word	“krino,”	which	refers	to	rendering	a	final	verdict.	
The	Bible	explains	that	God	alone	has	the	authority	to	judge	this	way,	and	so	God’s	people	are	
commanded	NOT	to	do	this.		

The	scriptures	also	use	the	word	“hypocrite”	to	refer	to	the	sinful	form	of	judging.	A	“hypocrite”	
is	one	that	“judges	down”	against	other	people.	In	other	words,	they	look	at	others	and	look	
down	upon	them	based	on	standards	of	self-righteousness	rather	than	God’s	Word.	They	seek	to	
build	themselves	up	above	others	by	putting	others	down	in	a	variety	of	ways.	God	said	that	
these	people	will	be	condemned	just	like	those	who	live	according	to	a	debased	mind.	Those	
with	debased	minds	deny	the	authority	and	righteous	revelation	of	God.	This	is	why	they	will	be	
condemned.	However,	those	who	“judge	down”	also	deny	the	authority	and	revelation	of	God.	
Regardless	of	what	they	say	they	know,	or	how	much	faith	it	appears	they	have,	God	will	
condemn	them	too,	seeing	that	their	heart	is	no	different	than	the	heathen.		

Paul	provided	warning	against	this	and	said	that	those	who	“judge	down”	are	equal	to	those	who	
“despise	the	riches	of	God’s	goodness,	forbearance,	and	longsuffering.”	Consider	this:	If	God	has	
revealed	His	righteousness	to	show	that	He	alone	is	righteous,	all	others	must	be	unrighteous.	
How	then,	can	anyone	“judge	down”	another	person,	not	having	any	righteousness	of	their	own?	
Since	God	has	shown	mercy	to	all	people,	He	has	demonstrated	patience	towards	everyone,	
restraining	Himself	from	wrath.	Why	then	would	someone	“judge	down”	another	as	if	God	was	
wrong	to	show	forbearance	towards	them?	This	is	equal	to	despising	God’s	goodness	since	God’s	
goodness	leads	to	repentance.	It	is	the	mercy	that	God	provides,	restraining	Himself	from	
destroying	those	who	deserve	death,	that	allows	people	to	repent	and	receive	the	riches	of	His	
grace.	Without	mercy,	there	is	no	grace.	Since	God	alone	is	righteous,	all	people	have	received	
mercy,	and	God	shows	mercy	so	that	people	will	repent.	This	is	the	means	by	which	we	have	
been	saved.	So	why	then	would	anyone	who	has	received	mercy	through	patience	not	also	show	
mercy	through	patience	instead	of	looking	down	on	others	as	if	they	are	lower	in	God’s	eyes?	
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Self-Made Treasure 
Scripture: Romans 2:5 – But in accordance with your hardness and your 
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God… 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	alone	is	Judge.	He	is	the	only	One	that	is	wise.	He	is	the	only	One	that	
has	understanding.	He	alone	is	God	and	there	is	no	other.	He	sees	the	hearts	of	all	people	so	that	
He	knows	the	truth	of	actions	and	motives.	No	one	else	can	make	this	claim.	Therefore,	when	
God	judges,	His	judgment	will	be	right	and	true.	He	desires	to	provide	mercy	and	grace	and	will	
do	so	for	those	whom	He	deems	fit	to	receive	such	according	to	faith.	Likewise,	God’s	judgment	
will	be	right	and	true	when	He	administrates	wrath.	Each	person	will	get	what	is	fairly	deserved	
based	on	the	quality	of	seed	that	was	sown.	For	those	who	sow	the	seed	of	faith	in	Jesus	
according	to	God’s	grace,	they	will	receive	eternal	life.	For	those	who	sow	the	seed	of	“hardness	
and	impenitence,”	they	will	receive	wrath	according	to	God’s	judgment	that	is	right.		

The	Apostle	Paul	previously	explained	the	essence	of	what	a	“hardened”	heart	is,	and	what	an	
“impenitent	heart”	looks	like.	Regardless	of	what	a	person	knows	of	God,	those	who	receive	His	
wrath	all	have	hearts	that	look	the	same.	They	are	rebellious	against	God.	While	some	people	
may	be	ignorant	to	certain	aspects	of	God’s	revelation	of	righteousness,	God	has	created	equal	
opportunity	for	them	to	receive	salvation.	If	they	don’t,	their	judgment	won’t	be	based	on	the	
issue	of	ignorance,	but	rejection	and	rebellion.	Likewise,	those	who	have	had	the	privilege	of	
receiving	greater	forms	of	God’s	revelation	of	righteousness	but	deny	Jesus,	will	be	judged	for	
rejection	and	rebellion.	Whether	a	person	knows	a	lot	or	a	little	of	God,	the	Lord	sees	the	hearts	
of	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous	in	the	same	manner.		

Paul	wrote	that	these	people	have	hardened	hearts.	The	word	used	to	describe	the	quality	of	
“hardness”	is	where	we	get	the	English	word	for	skeleton.	The	hardness	of	the	heart	is	equal	to	
the	hardness	of	bone	in	this	case.	It	is	a	saying	that	refers	to	obstinacy	and	stubbornness.	Those	
who	are	obstinate	and	stubborn	are	those	who	adhere	to	an	opinion,	purpose,	or	course	of	living	
in	spite	of	sound	reason,	arguments	or	persuasion.	In	other	words,	they	know	they’re	wrong,	but	
continue	down	that	path	anyway.	God	proves	Himself	right	through	the	revelation	of	His	
righteousness,	but	these	people	continue	down	their	own	course	instead.	These	people	are	
described	as	“impenitent.”	This	is	another	word	for	unrepentant.	They	won’t	confess	fault.	They	
won’t	change	their	minds.	They	won’t	change	direction,	regardless	of	the	consequences.	The	
Bible	says	that	these	folks	treasure	up	judgment	for	themselves	because	of	the	conscious	choice	
they	make	to	deny	God.	Does	God	send	people	to	hell?	Only	when	they	beg	Him	to	go	there	by	
rejecting	His	offer	of	the	kingdom.	
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God Doesn’t Play Favorites 
Scripture: Romans 2:6-11 – …Who "will render to each one according to 
his deeds": eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good 
seek for glory, honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 
and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works 
what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality 
with God. 

The	Bible	shows	that	the	children	of	Israel	hold	a	special	place	in	the	heart	of	God.	He	considers	
them	His	own	special	treasure,	and	as	such,	has	made	some	INCREDIBLE	promises	to	them.	
Even	the	promises	that	extend	to	us	as	Gentiles	must	come	through	Israel.	However,	this	does	
not	mean	that	the	Jews	will	receive	special	treatment	to	be	saved.	Though	the	revelation	of	God’s	
righteousness	and	salvation	was	given	to	the	Jews	first,	the	just	shall	live	by	faith	–	whether	Jew	
or	not.	This	means	that	EVERYONE	is	required	to	believe.	Each	individual	is	personally	
responsible	to	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	by	faith.		

According	to	the	Bible,	God’s	judgment	of	all	people	will	be	fair.	Everyone	will	get	what	is	
deserved	in	the	end.	Those	who	are	condemned	will	deserve	condemnation.	Those	who	are	
saved	will	deserve	salvation	according	to	the	promises	God	made	concerning	faith.	Notice	that	
God	will	render	His	judgment	according	to	“deeds.”	This	actually	refers	to	works,	but	not	in	the	
traditional	sense.	Consider	the	contrast	that	Paul	listed.	Those	who	condemned	and	receive	
God’s	wrath	are	those	who	are	described	as	“self-seeking”	and	disobedient.	This	is	the	“deed”	
that	God	examines.	In	contrast,	those	who	escape	God’s	wrath	are	not	self-seeking.	

Deeds	of	righteousness	are	expressed	as	works	of	faith.	The	context	refers	to	those	who	seek	
God’s	glory,	God’s	honor,	and	trust	in	the	means	by	which	God	promises	and	assures	eternal	life.	
They	patiently	endure	the	suffering	of	“working	what	is	good,”	which	refers	to	doing	the	things	
that	God	declared	as	“good”.	Faith	is	the	catalyst	for	these	works	because	we	must	first	believe	
in	the	goodness	of	God’s	declarations	and	promises	if	we	are	to	actually	do	them	and	endure	the	
trials	of	them.	On	the	contrary,	those	who	live	for	self	rather	than	the	Lord	will	be	judged.	Those	
who	seek	to	fulfill	self	and	contend	against	the	righteous	declarations	of	God	will	suffer,	
especially	those	who	have	grown	up	hearing	about	the	Lord,	but	live	contrary	to	the	revelation	
of	His	righteousness	on	the	basis	of	self-righteousness.		
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Manner of Justification 
Scripture: Romans 2:12-13 – For as many as have sinned without law shall 
also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by the law; (For not the hearers of the law [are] just before God, but 
the doers of the law shall be justified.) 

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.	In	other	words,	those	who	are	considered	
righteous	before	God	are	not	“made	righteous”	by	works	done	to	please	Him,	but	on	account	of	
the	declaration	God	gives	to	those	who	have	faith	in	His	Word.	This	is	the	main	point	of	the	
entire	Book	of	Romans.	The	problem	is	that	people	forget	this	truth.	Here,	the	Apostle	Paul	
explained	that	there	are	factors	in	the	lives	of	people	who	have	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	
righteousness	that	make	them	ignorant	about	the	judgment	of	God.	When	people	hear	the	truth	
of	God’s	Word,	but	judge	others	down	in	order	to	prop	themselves	up	on	the	basis	of	self-
righteousness,	spiritual	blindness	and	ignorance	takes	place.	When	people	live	as	if	they	have	
the	authority	and	ability	to	do	God’s	job,	they	lose	the	ability	to	understand	God.		

First,	Paul	talked	about	how	those	people	grow	ignorant	concerning	the	practice	of	God’s	Law.	
Paul	wrote	that	those	who	have	sinned	but	never	heard	God’s	Law	will	die	ignorant	of	the	Law.	
In	similar	manner,	those	who	have	sinned	having	known	the	Law	will	be	judged	by	what	they	
know	of	the	Law.	This	principle	shows	that	Gentiles	are	not	excused	for	not	having	the	
documentation	of	the	Law.	God	has	revealed	His	righteousness	to	them	in	other	ways	and	are	
without	excuse.	At	the	same	time,	the	Jews	were	not	excused	for	having	the	Law,	saying	that	it’s	
too	hard	to	keep,	or	that	they	are	righteous	for	keeping	it.	The	inability	to	match	the	glory	and	
righteousness	of	God	is	made	known	in	AND	out	of	the	Law.	Guilt	is	guilt	either	way.	Those	who	
live	according	to	self-righteousness	end	up	forgetting	this	fundamental	truth.		

Additionally,	those	who	live	in	self-righteousness	forget	about	how	the	Law	works.	The	Lord	
gave	His	people	the	Law	expecting	them	to	keep	the	Law	and	do	it.	This	does	not	mean	that	it	is	
possible	to	be	justified	by	the	Law.	It	is	impossible	to	be	justified	by	the	Law.	No	one	is	righteous	
by	the	standards	of	the	Law	since	no	one	can	actually	do	what	it	says.	Those	who	live	according	
to	self-righteousness	tend	to	forget	this.	They	forget	that	God’s	judgment	comes	on	the	basis	of	
those	who	actually	do	what	is	right,	not	those	who	hear	what	is	right.	Hence,	if	we	are	all	judged	
on	our	ability	to	do	the	Word,	we	are	all	condemned.	The	self-righteous	forget	this	and	struggle	
to	admit	it.	This	is	why	the	die	condemned	like	heathens.	This	is	also	why	the	humble,	repentant,	
and	faithful	are	justified.	We	should	admit	our	fault	before	God	and	receive	His	righteousness	by	
faith	knowing	that	we	cannot	do	what	Jesus	alone	was	able	to	do.		
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Proving God’s True Judgments 
Scripture: Romans 2:14-16 – For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a 
law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves [their] thoughts 
accusing or else excusing [them]) in the day when God will judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 

There	are	plenty	of	people	in	the	world	that	question,	despise,	and	deny	God’s	judgments.	The	
Bible	explains	that	God’s	judgments	are	ALWAYS	right	and	truth.	This	will	be	true	even	through	
the	end	of	time,	especially	when	Jesus	renders	final	judgment	to	all	people	–	believer	and	non-
believer	alike.	Many	people	claim	that	God’s	judgments	are	unfair	because	of	the	Biblical	claim	
that	Jesus	is	the	exclusive	means	by	which	one	can	receive	eternal	life.	According	to	skeptics,	
this	is	unfair	because	there	are	so	many	who	have	never	heard	of	Jesus.	Hence,	the	idea	is	that	
those	people	should	be	excused	from	judgment	and	should	just	allowed	to	dwell	with	God.	This	
logic	is	flawed	however.	This	logic	does	not	take	into	consideration	the	fact	that	God	has	
revealed	His	righteousness	to	EVERYONE.	It	is	true	that	Jesus	is	the	physical	manifestation	of	
God’s	righteousness.	However,	this	doesn’t	mean	that	the	physical	person	of	Jesus	is	the	only	
means	by	which	God	demonstrates	His	righteousness.		

According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	God’s	judgments	are	proven	righteous	on	account	of	the	human	
conscience.	The	Bible	explains	that	those	who	have	never	heard	of	the	Law	of	Moses	are	still	
convicted	concerning	many	things	in	the	Law.	For	example,	though	murder	begins	in	the	heart,	
the	conscience	convicts	all	people	to	abstain	from	murder	whether	they	have	seen	the	Law	of	
Moses	or	not.	This	shows	that,	even	though	many	people	don’t	have	the	Law	of	God,	the	imprint	
of	His	righteousness	that	He	puts	on	the	human	conscience	is	sufficient	revelation	to	cause	one	
to	submit	to	Him	by	faith;	and	faith	is	the	means	by	which	people	are	saved.	

Therefore,	how	can	someone	boast	of	self	and	bring	others	down	because	they	know	certain	
things	about	the	Word?	Even	those	who	don’t	know	are	able	to	know	based	on	the	thoroughness	
of	God’s	revelation.	The	conscience	will	either	lead	one	to	know	God’s	righteousness	unto	
faithful	submission,	or	some	will	rebel	against	the	convictions	of	the	conscience	and	be	judged	
accordingly.	Either	way,	God	is	blameless	and	has	done	all	that	needs	to	be	done	to	be	fair.	
Hence,	Jesus	is	able	to	judge	perfectly	according	to	the	secrets	of	the	heart;	for	it	is	there	that	the	
conscience	and	convictions	of	God	dwell	and	are	dealt	with.	Jesus	will	justify	those	who	faithfully	
submit	to	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	by	the	conscience	or	condemn	those	who	rebel.		
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Problems with Outward Claims 
Scripture: Romans 2:17-20 – Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the 
law, and make your boast in God, and know [His] will, and approve the 
things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, and are confident 
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in 
darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of 
knowledge and truth in the law. 

The	Bible	is	clear	about	the	issues	of	salvation.	The	Old	and	the	New	Testament	agree	in	this	
chief	principle:	The	just	shall	live	by	faith.	Salvation	comes	by	faith	in	the	grace	of	God	that	was	
offered	through	Jesus	Christ.	Faith	must	be	centered	on	our	trust	of	the	claims	of	scripture:	that	
Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	and	no	one	can	have	the	approval	of	the	Father	without	His	
righteousness.	His	righteousness	is	only	accounted	to	those	who	trust	in	His	identity,	work,	
purposes,	and	promises.	Those	who	try	to	match	the	righteousness	of	Jesus,	who	is	God	in	flesh,	
will	fall	FAR	short	and	will	be	unsuccessful	unto	judgment.	To	deny	God’s	provision	for	eternal	
life	is	to	choose	eternal	condemnation.	This	is	what	the	Bible	teaches	from	Genesis	to	Revelation.		

This	is	also	the	central	theme	of	the	Book	of	Romans.	Paul,	writing	to	the	church	in	Rome	that	
was	predominantly	Jewish,	sought	to	help	the	Jews	understand	how	to	live	their	lives	under	the	
New	Covenant	promises	that	are	fulfilled	in	Jesus,	rather	than	the	Old	Covenant	Law	of	Moses.	It	
was	hard	for	“the	Jews”	to	transition	from	the	flawed	teachings	of	their	religious	leaders.		They	
emphasized	that	salvation	comes	to	“the	righteous,”	and	that	righteousness	was	achieved	by	
doing	what	the	Law	said.	This	principle	is	true	in	concept,	but	the	leaders	failed	to	teach	about	
the	inward	commitment	that	God	wanted.	They	emphasized	that	outward	performance	was	key.	

According	to	the	Bible,	this	is	flawed	teaching.	God	expects	His	people	to	“perform”	outwardly,	
but	only	by	the	motivation	and	equipping	of	His	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit	only	comes	to	those	with	
faith.	So	how	can	outward	performance	suffice	to	please	God	apart	from	the	inward	commitment	
that	He	desires	in	faith?	Certainly,	there	were	Jews,	mainly	referring	to	religious	leaders,	that	
upheld	the	Law	as	God’s	righteous	standard	–	and	rightly	so.	There	were	people	that	exalted	God	
and	lived	according	to	His	standards	publicly.	These	people	served	as	leaders	to	help	others	
understand	God’s	law	and	considered	themselves	to	be	good	examples	by	being	“good	people.”	
God	is	not	interested	in	“good	people”	according	to	works	of	performance	that	are	motivated	
and	manufactured	by	people	without	His	Spirit.	So	what	good	does	it	do	when	one	talks	about	
God,	lives	by	His	principles,	but	doesn’t	have	His	Spirit	because	there	is	no	repentance	and	faith	
in	Jesus?	This	is	a	problem	that	many	people	must	deal	with,	not	just	the	children	of	Israel.		
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Who Do We Think We Are? 
Scripture: Romans 2:21-24 – You, therefore, who teach another, do you not 
teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 
You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who make your boast in the law, do 
you dishonor God through breaking the law? For "the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written. 

The	Bible	makes	some	compelling	points	about	human	nature.	Even	those	who	strive	tirelessly	
to	do	their	best	according	to	God’s	Word,	will	ultimately	fail.	Human	history	serves	as	a	pretty	
compelling	witness	of	this	truth.	According	to	the	Bible,	the	Jewish	believers	in	Rome	were	
having	a	hard	time	adjusting	to	New	Covenant	life.	They	grew	up	in	the	traditions	of	the	Law,	but	
many	were	taught	the	Law	incorrectly.	Recall	that	Jesus	exposed	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	for	
using	the	Law	to	teach	self-righteousness	rather	than	use	the	Law	as	a	tutor	to	identify	sin	and	
point	to	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	This	tradition	had	infected	the	minds	of	many	Jews	into	thinking	
that	their	efforts	to	fulfill	the	Law	were	sufficiently	righteous.	This	was	not	so.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explained	the	issue	with	the	traditional	thinking	of	the	Jews.	He	pointed	to	the	
Jewish	religious	leaders	and	influential	men	and	women	of	Israel.	They	were	teachers	–	some	by	
occupation,	some	simply	by	the	extent	of	their	social	and	cultural	influence.	They	sought	to	teach	
others	about	righteousness	by	doing	righteous	works.	As	influential	men	and	women,	they	not	
only	told	people	to	abstain	from	stealing,	but	they	also	refrained	from	committing	that	crime.	
They	told	people	that	adultery	was	wrong,	but	also	tried	to	keep	from	adultery.	In	other	words,	
there	were	men	and	women	that	were	leaders	in	Israel	that	said	the	right	things	and	genuinely	
tried	to	do	the	right	things.	History	proves	that	this	isn’t	good	enough	to	please	God.		

Paul	quoted	scripture	to	prove	his	point.	The	prophets	Isaiah	and	Ezekiel	both	prophesied	
against	Israel	–	specifically	their	religious	leaders.	God	saw	the	hearts	of	men	that	felt	they	were	
doing	God’s	service	by	instructing	God’s	people,	but	they	were	the	chief	offenders.	Paul	said	that	
“the	name	of	God	is	blasphemed	among	the	Gentiles	because	of	you.”	Paul	was	quoting	Isaiah	
52:5	and	Ezekiel	36:22.	Both	of	these	scriptures,	written	to	two	different	generations	of	
Israelites,	explain	that	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	were	chief	offenders	of	God’s	righteousness;	
to	the	extent	that	their	hypocrisy	and	misconduct	was	worse	than	the	pagans	who	surrounded	
them!	God’s	historical	judgment	of	Israel	proves	that	no	one	has	any	right	to	boast	or	prop	one’s	
self	up	above	another.	Even	the	teachers	and	the	people	appointed	as	examples	are	dirty.	Who	
are	we	to	look	down	on	others	if	God’s	historical	judgments	show	how	often	ALL	people	fail?	
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The Value of Self-Righteousness 
Scripture: Romans 2:25 – For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep 
the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become 
uncircumcision. 

When	Jesus	ministered	to	the	children	of	Israel,	He	frequently	warned	about	the	manner	of	
ministry	of	the	Jewish	religious	leaders.	He	plainly	stated:	

"For	I	say	to	you,	that	unless	your	righteousness	exceeds	[the	righteousness]	of	the	scribes	and	
Pharisees,	you	will	by	no	means	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”	–	Matthew	5:20	

Self-righteousness	will	not	suffice	to	please	God	so	that	one	is	able	to	escape	His	judgment.	
There	is	only	one	true	form	of	righteousness,	and	no	human	being	naturally	possesses	it.	
Understanding	this,	it	is	critical	to	understand	the	value	of	“outward	works”	and	the	self-
righteous	attitudes	that	emphasize	those	things.		

When	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	sought	to	explain	that,	even	though	the	Jewish	
believers	had	a	rich	heritage	in	the	Law,	they	were	no	better	than	anyone	else.	One’s	background	
or	cultural	identification	does	not	make	one	better	than	another.	Since	no	one	can	produce	a	
brand	of	righteousness	that	is	equal	to	God’s	all	people	are	on	the	same	plane	of	depravity	and	
equally	in	need	of	a	Savior.	Jewish	rabbis	have	taught:	“no	circumcised	man	will	be	lost,”	and	
“Abraham	stands	at	the	gates	of	hell,	seeing	that	no	circumcised	man	is	cast	into	it.”	This	implies	
that	the	outward	works	of	circumcision	are	sufficient	to	make	one	approved	before	God.	Having	
being	taught	this	for	so	long,	the	Jews	believed	this	as	true.	It	is	not…	

The	Bible	states	that	circumcision,	or	any	outward	work	of	righteousness	is	only	profitable	if	the	
whole	Law	is	kept.	In	other	words,	a	work	is	only	truly	deemed	as	righteous	if	it	is	absent	
corruption,	matching	the	perfect	righteousness	of	God.	When	God	gave	circumcision	to	Abraham	
in	Genesis	Chapter	17,	it	was	to	be	an	outward	demonstration	of	faith	of	the	parents,	not	the	
child.	The	child	was	supposed	to	be	circumcised	on	the	eighth	day	of	their	life.	The	circumcision	
was	profitable	for	the	parents	as	a	sign	of	their	faith	in	God’s	promises	to	Israel.	Circumcision	
provided	no	benefit	at	all	to	the	child	until	they	were	of	age	to	reflect	their	own	faith.	So	what	
good	is	it	to	emphasize	circumcision	or	outward	works?	Neither	guarantees	salvation.	When	one	
emphasizes	outward	works	as	a	form	of	self-righteousness,	they	are	binding	themselves	to	keep	
the	entire	Law,	which	is	impossible.	The	Bible	shows	that	God’s	ordinances	were	not	to	enable	
people	in	righteousness.	We	must	trust	in	a	greater	form	than	our	own,	knowing	that	we	have	
none	of	our	own.	Otherwise	we	might	find	that	we’re	held	to	a	standard	that	we	can’t	keep.		
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True Manner of Judgment 
Scripture: Romans 2:26-27 – Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the 
righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as 
circumcision? And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the 
law, judge you who, [even] with [your] written [code] and circumcision, 
[are] a transgressor of the law? 

When	a	person	faces	God	in	judgment,	He	will	not	consider	one’s	resume	to	gage	righteousness.	
God	will	not	consider	which	church	we	went	to.	God	will	not	consider	how	many	Bible	studies	
we	attended.	God	will	not	consider	how	often	we	volunteered	or	gave.	Outward	works	will	have	
NOTHING	to	do	with	one’s	justification	before	the	Lord.	God	will	look	for	faith.	God	will	look	for	
the	presence	of	His	Spirit	that	comes	in	faith.	God	will	look	for	the	evidence	of	faith	through	
works	manufactured	by	the	Spirit	in	the	manner	of	Jesus	Christ.		

Since	this	is	true,	outward	religious	works	must	be	put	in	their	proper	place.	The	Apostle	Paul	
sought	to	help	the	Jews	of	the	church	of	Rome	to	understand	this	concept.	Their	issue	was	
circumcision.	They	felt	that	if	a	person	was	circumcised	they	had	the	approval	of	God.	God’s	will	
was	never	for	circumcision	to	be	a	determining	factor	of	salvation.	Genesis	Chapter	17	shows	
that	circumcision	was	two-fold:	as	a	sign	of	faith	of	the	parents	that	had	their	child	circumcised;	
and	as	a	sign	of	separation	from	sin	and	the	world.	When	a	parent	had	their	child	circumcised,	it	
was	a	sign	that	they	believed	in	God’s	promises.	Circumcision	was	a	way	to	show	that	God’s	
people	are	separated	from	the	flesh,	from	sin,	and	from	the	world.	Circumcision	was	merely	an	
outward	demonstration	of	inward	faith.	Without	the	inward	faith,	circumcision	was	useless.		

Paul	tried	to	explain	that	circumcision	was	not	God’s	point.	God	wanted	the	faith	that	sparked	
obedience	to	circumcision.	God	wanted	faith	that	caused	people	to	be	separated	from	the	flesh,	
sin,	and	the	world.	Hence,	those	who	were	uncircumcised,	but	lived	according	to	the	
righteousness	of	God	by	the	convictions	that	God	imprinted	on	the	conscience,	their	
uncircumcision	was	irrelevant.	God	was	going	to	look	at	the	heart,	not	the	flesh.	It’s	not	as	if	a	
person	must	live	by	faith	AND	go	through	a	bunch	of	ordinances	to	be	saved.	If	the	ordinances	
had	any	bearing	on	God’s	willingness	to	forgive,	we	would	not	need	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus.	We	are	
saved	by	faith,	not	by	works,	lest	anyone	should	boast	–	especially	about	something	like	
circumcision.	While	outward	works	of	faith	are	good,	they	are	not	a	factor	in	determining	who	
escapes	judgment,	and	who	doesn’t.	God	is	not	a	respecter	of	persons	so	that	our	efforts	sway	
Him	to	offer	mercy.	Mercy	comes	only	to	those	who	faithfully	receive	the	exclusive	means	of	His	
grace	through	Jesus.		
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A True Jew… 
Scripture: Romans 2:28-29 – For he is not a Jew who [is one] outwardly, 
nor [is] circumcision that which [is] outward in the flesh; but [he is] a Jew 
who [is one] inwardly; and circumcision [is that] of the heart, in the Spirit, 
not in the letter; whose praise [is] not from men but from God. 

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	specifically	to	the	Jews,	he	sought	to	teach	
them	the	manner	in	which	salvation	truly	comes.	The	Jews	had	a	rich	heritage	in	self-righteous	
doctrines,	figuring	that	those	who	go	through	the	motions	of	God’s	commands	are	excused	from	
fault.	They	put	all	of	their	stock	into	the	outward	performance	of	ordinances	at	the	expense	of	
any	sort	of	inward	commitment	by	faith.	To	prove	his	point,	Paul	referenced	some	Old	
Testament	principles	to	show	the	Jews	that	being	a	true	Jew	has	nothing	to	do	with	genealogy	or	
fleshly	mutilation	through	circumcision.	A	true	Jew	–	or	more	appropriately,	a	true	heir	of	God’s	
promises	–	is	one	whose	heart	is	circumcised,	regardless	of	the	condition	of	one’s	body	parts.		

God	taught	this	same	principle	in	Deuteronomy	10:1-16.	There,	God	told	the	children	of	Israel	
that	they	needed	to	have	“circumcised	hearts”	instead	of	being	“stiff-necked.”	There,	a	
circumcised	heart	refers	to	loving	God	alone,	honoring	and	cherishing	Him	for	the	deliverance	
that	He	mercifully	and	graciously	provides	from	bondage.	To	have	a	circumcised	heart	is	to	
honor	God	as	the	One	True	Living	God.	God	expounded	on	this	idea	in	Deuteronomy	30:6.	There	
God	said	that	He	would	circumcise	the	hearts	of	His	people	Himself.	This	shows	that	to	be	in	a	
condition	that	God	commands	requires	God	to	put	one	in	that	condition	Himself.	No	one	can	
please	God	by	their	own	efforts.	We	please	God	by	letting	Him	do	a	work	that	only	He	can	do.	
Therefore,	those	who	love	and	worship	God	are	only	able	to	do	so	because	of	the	work	He	does.		

Paul	told	the	Jews	in	Rome	that	circumcision	of	the	heart	is	an	inward	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
This	is	how	God	orchestrates	His	inward	change.	In	Acts	7:51,	Stephen	the	Martyr	taught	that	
those	who	are	“uncircumcised	of	heart”	are	also	uncircumcised	of	ear	because	they	deny	the	
convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Thus,	to	be	circumcised	of	heart	is	to	hear,	acknowledge,	and	
receive	the	convictions	of	the	Spirit	concerning	Jesus,	repent	according	to	those	convictions,	and	
submit	to	the	work	that	God	desires	to	do	by	His	Spirit.	In	Philippians	3:3	Paul	wrote	that	
circumcision	of	the	heart	is	when	one	worships	God’	in	the	Spirit,	rejoices	in	Jesus	for	the	ability	
to	do	so,	and	has	absolutely	no	confidence	in	the	flesh,	understanding	that	such	a	condition	of	
worship	is	only	made	possible	by	the	work	of	the	triune	God.	Those	who	live	this	way	are	true	
Jews	and	heirs	to	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises,	regardless	of	one’s	cultural	
background,	condition	of	the	body,	or	religious	resume.		
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What Profit? 
Scripture: Romans 3:1 – What advantage then has the Jew, or what [is] the 
profit of circumcision? 
The	Bible	teaches	that	salvation	comes	by	faith	on	account	of	God’s	grace.	There	is	no	other	
means	by	which	a	person	can	be	saved.	Saving	faith	must	be	focused	on	the	identity,	purpose,	
and	promises	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	according	to	the	Word	of	God	for	there	is	
no	other	name	by	which	one	can	be	saved.	The	scriptures	testify	that	those	who	are	heirs	of	
God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	are	beneficiaries	because	of	God’s	mercy	and	grace.	No	
one	brings	anything	profitable,	beneficial,	or	helpful	to	God	to	the	table	of	salvation.	Salvation	is	
purely	and	exclusively	the	work	of	God	alone	through	Jesus	Christ.	Our	outward	performance	or	
efforts	have	NOTHING	to	do	with	our	position	of	approval	before	God.	Those	who	are	justified	
by	God	are	approved	of	God	by	faith	on	account	of	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	Christ.		

This	was	a	hard	concept	for	the	Jewish	believers	to	understand	–	especially	the	Jewish	religious	
leaders.	Having	been	given	the	Law	and	the	covenant	of	circumcision,	they	struggled	to	reconcile	
God’s	past	works	with	His	new	ones.	Paul	tried	to	help	these	folks	harmonize	the	progressive	
phases	of	God’s	work	and	the	essence	of	His	promises.	He	asked	the	question,	“What	advantage	
has	the	Jew?”	In	other	words,	what	is	the	benefit	of	being	a	Jew?	What	is	the	benefit	of	
circumcision	if	circumcision	doesn’t	save	a	person?	If	God	doesn’t	consider	genealogy	or	the	
condition	of	one’s	body	to	impart	His	blessings,	what’s	the	point	and	value	of	being	a	Jew?	This	
was	a	serious	concern	for	the	Jews	and	continues	to	be	a	major	issue	today.	Paul	adequately	
answered	this	question	in	the	verses	that	follow	but	consider	these	points	and	declarations	of	
God	first.	

In	Deuteronomy	7:6-9	God	declared	that	the	children	of	Israel	were	His	special	treasure	that	He	
chose	for	Himself	“above	all	the	people	on	the	face	of	the	earth.”	God	didn’t	choose	the	children	
of	Israel	because	of	their	greatness	and	power,	but	because	they	were	small	and	weak.	He	loved	
them	and	loves	them	still	as	the	means	by	which	He	reveals	His	amazing	attributes!	In	
Deuteronomy	26:18-19	God	expressed	that	His	desire	is	to	exalt	Israel	above	all	other	nations	in	
praise,	honor,	and	holiness.	In	Isaiah	41:8-10	God	called	the	children	of	Israel	His	special	
servants	and	referred	to	Abraham	as	His	own	friend.	He	gathered	Israel	together	unto	Himself	to	
serve	a	special	purpose	in	His	revelation	to	the	world.	In	Zechariah	2:8	God	referred	to	the	
children	of	Israel	as	“the	apple	of	His	eye.”	Who	else	has	God	made	these	declarations	to?	Who	
but	Israel	has	God	made	these	promises?	Who	but	Israel	has	God	used	this	way	to	reveal	
Himself?	Is	there	advantage	to	being	a	Jew	even	though	God	doesn’t	consider	genealogy	or	
circumcision	in	salvation?	Absolutely!		
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The Oracles of God 
Scripture: Romans 3:2 – Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 
committed the oracles of God. 
The	Apostle	Paul	asked	the	question,	“If	salvation	doesn’t	come	by	genealogy	or	outward	works	
of	the	flesh	like	circumcision,	what	benefit	is	there	to	being	a	Jew?”	This	was	a	valid	concern	to	
the	Jews	based	on	the	things	God	was	doing	to	fulfill	His	New	Covenant	promises.	When	the	
Apostle	Paul	sought	to	correct	the	Jews	about	self-righteousness,	his	aim	wasn’t	to	discredit	the	
covenant	of	circumcision	or	the	Jewish	bloodline.	He	sought	to	explain	God’s	plan	for	salvation	
to	show	how	privileged	the	Jews	actually	were	to	have	such	a	prominent	role	in	the	revelation	of	
God’s	righteousness.	Bloodline	and	circumcision	don’t	get	people	into	heaven;	but	that	doesn’t	
mean	that	God	doesn’t	use	bloodline	and	the	outward	works	of	His	covenants	to	reveal	Himself.	

So,	is	there	value	in	being	a	Jew	if	bloodline	and	circumcision	don’t	save	you?	Paul	answered	this	
rhetorical	question	emphatically	by	saying,	“Much	in	every	way!”	Notice	his	exclamation.	God’s	
work	through	the	Jews	was	not	done	in	vain.	There	is	great	profit	in	being	a	Jew	by	bloodline	
and	by	being	circumcised	according	to	the	Law.	What	is	the	profit?	Even	though	these	are	facets	
of	life	that	deal	with	the	outward	appearance	of	a	person,	this	outward	appearance	is	sufficient	
to	identify	one	as	God’s	“special	treasure,”	a	“servant”	of	God,	a	“friend”	of	God,	and	the	“apple	of	
God’s	eye”	if	there	is	also	an	inward	commitment	to	God	by	faith.	This	is	unique	to	the	children	
of	Israel,	as	is	the	means	by	which	God	made	these	things	true.		

Paul	explained	that	the	chief	benefit	to	the	Jewish	heritage	is	the	work	that	God	did	through	“the	
oracles	of	God”	that	were	sent	through	the	children	of	Israel.	The	word	“oracles”	is	the	word	
“logia”	in	the	Greek	language.	This	word	is	used	in	Acts	7:38	to	refer	to	the	revelation	of	the	
Angel	of	the	Lord	(Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament)	on	Mount	Sinai	when	He	gave	Moses	the	Law.	
This	Greek	word	is	also	used	in	Hebrews	5:12	to	describe	the	Word	of	God	as	“milk.”	The	“milk”	
of	the	Word	referred	to	the	basic	things	of	God’s	Old	Testament	revelations	through	
Melchizedek,	the	King	of	Peace	and	High	Priest	of	the	Most	High.	This	was	also	an	Old	Testament	
manifestation	of	Jesus.	This	Greek	word	is	also	used	in	the	Greek	Old	Testament	in	Psalm	18:15	
to	describe	the	power	of	God’s	Word	as	“the	blast	of	thy	breath	of	thy	nostrils”	that	created	the	
heavens	and	the	earth.	This	word	is	also	used	in	Exodus	to	describe	the	breastplate	of	the	high	
priest.	Hence,	the	“oracles	of	God”	refers	to	the	things	God	did	to	reveal	Himself,	His	power,	and	
promises,	specifically	through	prophetic	declarations	and	miracles	dealing	with	Jesus	as	the	
Messiah.	This	shows	that	God’s	revelation	of	Himself	to	fulfill	His	own	promises	came	
exclusively	through	Israel!	Is	this	a	special	treat	and	unique	position	of	privilege?	Absolutely!	
Who	but	Israel	has	received	the	revelation	of	God	and	His	righteousness	like	the	Jews?	
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Unchanging Faithfulness! 
Scripture: Romans 3:3-4 – For what if some did not believe? Will their 
unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly not! Indeed, 
let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be 
justified in Your words, and may overcome when You are judged.". 

Whether	a	believer	in	Jesus	Christ	or	not,	everyone	admits	that	no	one	is	perfect.	We	all	make	
mistakes	of	various	kinds.	We	understand	that	it	is	a	part	of	life.	However,	as	believers,	do	we	
know	how	God	responds	to	mistakes?	How	do	our	mistakes	affect	God,	His	promises,	His	desires	
for	our	lives,	and	so	forth?	It	is	important	that	we	understand	the	answer	to	these	questions	
because	it	is	the	basis	of	our	salvation.	God’s	people	bring	NOTHING	to	the	table	of	salvation.	
This	means	that	we	don’t	have	anything	to	do	with	our	position	of	favor	when	we	are	saved.	We	
are	able	to	stand	as	approved	before	a	holy,	righteous,	and	just	God,	on	account	of	who	God	is	
and	what	He	continues	to	do	despite	our	mistakes.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explained	to	the	Jews	that	that	they	were	in	a	great	position	of	privilege.	They	
were	used	as	tools	in	the	hands	of	God	to	reveal	His	righteousness.	God	revealed	Himself	as	the	
Angel	of	the	Lord,	as	the	Great	High	Priest	and	King	of	Peace	named	Melchizedek,	and	declared	
His	glory	and	righteousness	to	Moses	on	Mount	Sinai	through	the	Law.	No	other	nation	has	ever	
received	this	kind	of	revelation	from	God.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	the	Jews	were	
excused	from	faithful	obedience	unto	God	just	because	they	had	Jewish	DNA	and	were	
circumcised.	Paul’s	point	was	that	the	children	of	Israel	were	favored	in	the	eyes	of	God	because	
of	God’s	mercy	and	grace,	as	well	as	His	unchanging	faithfulness	to	do	what	He	promised.		

Paul	wrote,	“what	if	some	did	not	believe?”	The	Greek	grammar	should	be	interpreted	as,	“if	and	
it	is	so	that	some	did	not	believe.”	In	other	words,	it	was	definitely	true	that	many	Jews	fell	short	
of	having	faith	in	God’s	revelation.	Many	Jews	denied	the	prophetic	Messianic	oracles	that	God	
gave	exclusively	through	Israel.	In	Psalm	51:4,	King	David	admitted	to	being	a	chief	offender	of	
God.	Yet	the	Old	Testament	is	FILLED	with	God’s	proclamations,	affirmations,	and	progressive	
revelations	that	He	would	continue	to	fulfill	His	promises.	Paul’s	point	is	simple:	Does	the	
unfaithful	self-righteous	hypocrisy	of	humanity	effect	God’s	nature?	Of	course	not!	God	is	the	
great	I	AM,	meaning	that	He	is	who	He	is	regardless	of	who	we	are.	We	are	the	imperfect	
unfaithful	liars.	God	on	the	other	hand	is	perfect,	unchanging,	and	faithful.	So,	if	the	promises	of	
God	to	Israel	are	not	dependent	on	their	performance,	but	instead	God’s	own	faithfulness	to	His	
Word,	how	much	more	is	this	true	of	our	salvation?	Whether	we	excel	or	fail	has	no	bearing	on	
who	God	is	as	Savior.	Our	salvation	is	solely	dependent	on	the	work	of	God	as	Jesus	the	Messiah!		
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Unbelief Proves Righteousness 
Scripture: Romans 3:5-6 – But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the 
righteousness of God, what shall we say? [Is] God unjust who inflicts 
wrath? (I speak as a man.) Certainly not! For then how will God judge the 
world? 

What	makes	God	who	He	is?	Why	is	God	different	from	the	rest	of	the	world?	Experience	shows	
that	God	is	not	the	only	one	that	makes	up	rules.	One	of	God’s	chief	accusations	against	the	
wicked	is	self-righteousness.	By	definition,	self-righteousness	is	when	a	person	makes	up	their	
own	rules.	What	is	the	difference	between	God	and	the	self-righteous?	Are	they	not	also	their	
own	gods?	According	to	the	Bible,	the	thing	that	separates	God	from	all	others	is	His	judgments.	
He	is	righteous,	but	the	self-righteous	think	that	they	are	too.	However,	in	the	end,	all	will	stand	
before	God	and	He	alone	will	judge.	He	will	determine	who	is	just	and	who	is	condemned.	He	
will	determine	right	and	wrong.	This	shows	that	God	is	unique	from	all	others	because	He	is	able	
to	administrate	consequence	for	when	His	righteousness	is	transgressed.	The	self-righteous	
cannot	do	such	a	thing.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	God’s	righteousness	is	so	superior	by	His	exclusive	power	and	right	
to	judge	that	the	unrighteousness	of	people	actually	proves	God	right!	Paul	wrote	that	the	
unrighteousness	of	mankind	actually	proves	the	righteousness	of	God.	Previously	Paul	quoted	
Psalm	51:4	where	David	confessed	his	sin.	Was	Paul	saying	that	David’s	sin	was	committed	so	
that	God	would	be	recognized	as	“right?”	Or,	was	Paul	saying	that	the	unbelief	and	unrighteous	
hypocrisy	of	the	Jews	proved	God’s	faithfulness	as	right	and	true?	The	truth	is,	both	of	these	
points	prove	God	right.	It	is	possible	that	God	allowed	David	to	sin	so	that	His	righteousness	
could	be	seen.	This	doesn’t	make	God	a	bad	guy	though	since	God	forgave	David	of	his	sin	and	
promised	preservation	from	His	wrath	unto	eternal	life	and	glory.	Likewise,	Israel’s	unbelief	was	
common	throughout	their	history,	but	God	continued	to	assure	and	proclaim	His	promises	to	
forgive	and	restore	them.	Does	this	make	God	evil?	

This	is	Paul’s	point.	If	God	doesn’t	judge,	then	He	is	not	God.	It	is	the	consequence	of	sin	that	
makes	God	unique	from	the	self-righteous	because	that	consequence	proves	that	God’s	
standards	of	righteousness	are	supreme.	However,	the	history	of	how	God	deals	with	sinners	
shows	that	He	is	merciful	and	gracious;	as	was	the	case	with	David	and	the	history	of	Israel.	This	
means	that	God	alone	is	able	to	justify,	but	His	judgments	are	right,	pure,	and	correct	100%	of	
the	time.	The	fact	that	we	as	people	continue	to	fail,	but	also	continue	to	have	chances	to	repent	
and	receive	forgiveness	actually	proves	God’s	superior	righteousness!		
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Questioning God? 
Scripture: Romans 3:7-8 – For if the truth of God has increased through my 
lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? And [why] not [say], 
"Let us do evil that good may come"? -- as we are slanderously reported and 
as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just. 

There	are	some	questions	that	the	Bible	teaches	are	simply	undeserving	of	an	answer.	Who	do	
we	think	we	are	as	human	beings,	especially	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord	God	Almighty?	This	was	
the	point	of	the	Apostle	Paul.	While	some	people	question	God,	His	authority,	His	righteousness,	
and	His	judgments,	it	is	those	very	questions	that	prove	God	right	and	those	people	as	deserving	
of	death.	Who	created	who?	Who	empowers	who?	Who	is	eternal	and	who	is	finite?	Who	is	
glorious	and	who	is	ashamed?		

According	to	Paul,	there	were	some	of	the	Jewish	people	in	Rome	that	were	asking	near-
blasphemous	questions	about	God’s	judgment	because	of	their	ignorance	of	God’s	New	Covenant	
promises	and	how	it	affected	Gentiles.	These	people	had	terrible	things	in	their	hearts	from	self-
righteousness	that	perverted	their	understand	of	God’s	true	righteousness,	just	as	Paul	had	
written	in	Romans	Chapter	1.	Recall	the	flow	of	Paul’s	statements	in	Romans	Chapter	3	so	far.	He	
was	asking	rhetorical	questions	to	point	out	the	flaws	in	the	self-righteous	thinking	of	the	Jews.	
He	first	asked,	what	good	is	it	to	be	a	Jew	if	obedience	or	disobedience	to	God’s	Law	doesn’t	
affect	God’s	faithfulness	to	His	promises?	What	advantage	is	it	to	have	the	“oracles	of	God”	if	
unfaithfulness	to	them	doesn’t	sway	God	in	His	promises?	What	advantage	is	it	if	sin	actually	
glorifies	God,	giving	Him	an	opportunity	to	prove	His	faithfulness	in	spite	of	sin?	Some	people	
were	really	struggling	with	these	points	and	so	came	to	the	conclusion	that	Paul	stated	above:	
Let’s	just	do	evil	since	God	makes	all	things	good	to	His	glory	anyway.	

Paul’s	point	was	simple.	The	mere	questioning	of	God	and	the	means	by	which	He	receives	His	
glory	is	worthy	of	judgment.	The	questions	that	the	people	were	asking	and	the	attitudes	that	
they	had	were	proof	of	two	things:	they	were	ignorant	of	God	and	worthy	of	condemnation.	
Questions	like	these	don’t	deserve	answers.	How	dare	we	as	people	question	the	character	of	
God	because	we	don’t	like	or	understand	what	He	does?	Yes,	it	is	true	that	God	is	able	to	glorify	
Himself	out	of	the	sin	and	unfaithfulness	of	His	people;	but	make	no	mistake	–	He	does	not	need	
sin	and	unbelief	to	manifest	His	glory.	God	doesn’t	need	anything	from	people	to	exalt	and	
glorify	His	name.	He	is	who	He	is	regardless	of	us.	The	fact	that	He	is	willing	to	turn	our	sin	into	
His	praise	is	just	a	testament	to	His	greatness	–	not	a	license	to	sin	because	there’s	no	real	
advantage	to	obey.		
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Who Is Better? 
Scripture: Romans 3:9 – What then? Are we better [than they]? Not at all. 
For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all 
under sin. 

The	Bible	proclaims	that	the	Jewish	people	have	great	advantage	as	Jews.	They	received	unique	
revelation	from	God	concerning	His	promises	and	covenants.	God	made	many	promises	that	are	
specifically	tied	to	Israel.	God	revealed	His	essence	as	Messiah	though	Israel.	Since	Jesus	is	God	
in	flesh,	God	is	essentially	Jewish!	What	other	nation	can	make	that	sort	of	a	claim?	There	is	a	
catch	to	this	point	though.	Just	because	God	does	a	special	work	through	a	certain	person	or	
group	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	that	they	are	favored	above	all	so	that	they	have	the	Father’s	
approval.	Just	because	God	used	the	Jews	to	reveal	Himself	doesn’t	excuse	them	from	sin.	Just	
because	God	is	glorified	in	the	faithfulness	and	mercy	He	shows	towards	their	sin	doesn’t	mean	
that	Israel	is	“approved”	of	God.	Sin	is	still	an	issue	and	needs	to	be	dealt	with	according	to	the	
righteous	justice	of	God.		

The	point	of	the	Apostle	Paul	is	clear	then.	Who	is	better	than	who?	Clearly	the	Bible	teaches	
that	God	is	not	a	respecter	of	persons,	so	He	doesn’t	see	anyone	as	being	better	than	another.	
Israel	is	unique,	not	just	and	righteous.	To	Paul’s	point,	are	the	Jews	“better”	than	Gentiles	just	
because	God	did	a	special	work	through	them?	The	answer	is	“no!”	The	work	that	God	does	
through	a	person	or	a	group	to	reveal	His	own	righteousness	does	not	automatically	make	that	
instrument	or	vessel	righteous.	Recall	that	God	enabled	King	Saul	to	prophesy	even	though	he	
died	a	non-believer.	Recall	that	Juda	Iscariot	was	allowed	to	walk	with	Jesus	even	though	he	was	
the	son	of	perdition.	Even	the	anti-Christ	himself	will	be	exalted	to	his	position	by	God;	but	this	
does	not	in	any	way	suggest	that	God	sees	the	anti-Christ	as	righteous!		

Paul	wrote	that	ALL	are	“under”	sin.	Whether	Jew	or	Gentile,	all	sin.	Whether	a	person	has	
received	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	in	a	unique	way	or	a	simple	way	doesn’t	matter.	Sin	is	
sin.	Whether	God	uses	a	person	as	an	instrument	unto	His	righteousness	doesn’t	change	the	
sinful	nature	of	a	person.	Only	Jesus	changes	the	sin	nature,	and	that	only	comes	in	faith	
according	to	the	grace	of	God.	Otherwise,	ALL	people	are	subject	to	sin.	The	Greek	word	for	
“under”	refers	to	one	that	is	subject	to	another.	This	means	that	ALL	people	are	under	the	
authority	of	sin.	We	are	all	in	bondage	to	sin.	Sin	is	the	lord	and	master	of	every	human	life	that	
has	ever	been	conceived	–	and	this	truth	is	made	real	at	the	moment	of	conception!	So	how	can	
any	person	be	better	than	another	if	all	of	us	are	slaves	to	a	superior	force	that	is	offensive	to	
God?	No	matter	where	we	come	from,	what	we	know,	or	what	God	might	have	done	through	us	
or	our	ministry,	we	all	sin	and	are	in	desperate	need	of	a	Savior	–	period!		
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None Righteous 
Scripture: Romans 3:10-11 – As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, 
not one; there is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God. 
What	do	people	have	to	offer	God?	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	answer	to	this	question	is	very	
simple	–	nothing.	The	Apostle	Paul	tried	to	help	the	Jews	in	Rome	understand	the	nature	of	their	
salvation.	He	tried	to	explain	that	it	is	good	and	advantageous	to	be	a	Jew	because	of	the	unique	
revelation	that	God	has	provided	through	Israel.	God	has	not	revealed	Himself	like	He	has	in	
Israel	through	any	other	nation.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	Jewish	ordinances	are	
sufficient	to	save	the	Jews.	Just	because	a	person	is	Jewish	doesn’t	mean	that	person	has	God’s	
approval.	Just	because	a	person	is	circumcised	doesn’t	mean	a	person	has	God’s	approval.	God	
uses	those	things	to	glorify	Himself,	but	according	to	Paul,	God	also	uses	sin	to	glorify	Himself,	
taking	opportunity	to	express	His	mercy	and	faithfulness.		

So	then,	if	God	has	done	such	incredible	works	of	revelation	through	the	Jews,	but	merely	
bloodline	and	circumcision	are	not	sufficient	to	give	one	the	approval	of	God,	who	has	the	
approval	of	God?	Paul	used	scripture	to	answer	that	question.	No	one	has	the	approval	of	God!	
Paul	quoted	Psalm	14:1-3	and	Psalm	53:1-3	to	explain	that	no	one	is	righteous.	This	means	that	
no	one	does	what	God	says	is	right.	No	one	can	match	God’s	goodness.	By	extension,	no	one	can	
have	God’s	approval.	There	is	not	a	single	natural	person	that	has	God’s	approval,	which	puts	
ALL	people	in	a	condemned	position.	Paul	quoted	scripture	to	explain	why	God	sees	everyone	as	
unrighteous.	First,	none	understands	God.	The	natural	person	(person	without	the	Holy	Spirit)	
doesn’t	know	who	God	is.	The	original	language	defines	“understanding”	as:	to	place	in	the	mind	
together.	This	means	that	no	natural	person	seeks	to	reconcile	and	harmonize	their	thoughts,	
ideas,	philosophies,	dreams,	and	ambitions	with	God.	They	don’t	seek	to	know	and	think	as	God	
knows	and	things.	The	language	uses	the	word	“circumspect”	to	define	understanding.	
Circumspect	means	to	carefully	consider	ALL	circumstances.	This	means	that	the	natural	person	
doesn’t	consider	God	in	daily	thinking	and	ideas.		

Secondly,	God	considers	all	to	be	unrighteous	because	the	natural	person	doesn’t	seek	after	God.	
The	word	“seek”	means	to	investigate	and	diligently	pursue.	According	to	Hebrews	11:6,	God	
only	rewards	those	who	“diligently	seek	Him.”	If	no	one	is	seeking	God	as	a	natural	habit,	then	
no	one	is	qualified	to	receive	His	rewards,	including	His	life,	His	kingdom,	and	His	glory.	This	is	a	
truth	God	understood	from	the	beginning.	Did	Adam	and	Eve	consider	God	in	their	decision	to	
eat	the	fruit	in	the	Garden?	Do	we	consider	God	in	all	of	our	decisions?	Do	we	pursue	God	more	
chiefly	than	anything	else	in	life?	So	if	God	is	right	in	this	area,	then	how	can	we	do	anything	
helpful	to	salvation	apart	from	the	total	motivation	of	the	Holy	Spirit?		
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Unprofitable & Useless 
Scripture: Romans 3:12 – They have all turned aside; they have together 
become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one." 
The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	opinion	of	the	human	race	is	pretty	awful.	This	might	not	strike	an	
encouraging	chord	in	the	heart,	but	it	is	the	truth	of	scripture	and	there	is	no	getting	around	it.	
Since	people	have	come	into	the	world,	the	curse	of	sin	has	ensured	that	we	have	produced	
nothing	but	thorns	and	thistles.	There	are	plenty	of	people	in	the	world	that	have	sought	to	live	
according	to	a	standard	of	self-made	righteousness	and	completely	deny	God’s	true	declarations.	
There	have	been	many	people	that	have	felt	that	they	are	“good	people”	even	though	the	
scriptures	identify	that	all	people	are	conceived	as	sinners	and	born	with	dead	souls.	History	has	
shown	that	people	despise	God	and	His	holiness,	His	righteousness,	and	His	justice.	People	have	
always	sought	to	take	authority	from	God	to	do	things	our	own	way,	living	our	own	lives	as	if	we	
don’t	have	to	be	accountable	to	our	Creator.	According	to	the	Bible,	this	makes	God	sick.		

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	Jews	in	Rome,	he	sought	to	explain	that	salvation	comes	
PURELY	by	the	grace	of	God.	In	other	words,	every	person	that	inherits	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	
able	to	do	so	because	of	God’s	favor,	not	because	of	earned	merits.	Paul’s	point	is	that	since	all	
people	sin,	no	person	is	able	to	bring	anything	helpful	and	useful	to	the	table	of	the	Lord.	No	
person	has	anything	to	do	with	justification.	No	person	has	anything	of	value	to	offer	God,	and	
the	scriptures	have	always	proclaimed	this	truth.	Paul	wrote	that	all	people	have	turned	aside	
from	God.	This	was	not	Paul’s	opinion.	This	statement	was	a	quotation	from	Psalm	14:1	and	
Psalm	53:1.	This	shows	that	God	had	made	this	statement	twice	well	before	Paul	penned	this	
letter	to	the	Jews	in	Rome.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	sees	into	the	hearts	of	all,	and	upon	
examining	every	heart,	God	saw	that	EVERY	person	has	turned	aside	from	God.	Our	sin	nature	
causes	a	dead	soul	at	birth,	making	it	so	that	none	of	us	have	turned	to	the	Lord	before	He	
opened	our	eyes	to	reveal	His	glory.	In	other	words,	He	turned	us	in	spite	of	us.		

Paul’s	quotation	of	the	Psalms	also	states	that	“together	we	have	become	unprofitable.”	The	
Greek	word	“together”	refers	to	everyone.	The	Greek	word	for	unprofitable	is	actually	a	
compound.	The	root	word	is	a	word	that	means	“useful,”	but	there	is	a	prefix	put	on	this	root	
word	so	that	it	means	the	opposite.	The	word	“unprofitable”	actually	means	“useless.”	Since	all	
have	turned	their	backs	to	God	having	a	sinful	nature,	no	one	is	useful	to	God	in	this	condition.	
So	what	can	a	person	do	good	for	God	if	God	sees	all	people	in	a	natural	condition	as	“useless?”	
In	order	to	do	anything	for	the	Lord,	a	transformation	must	take	place;	and	it	is	not	a	
transformation	that	any	sinner	can	produce.	Until	that	transformation	takes	place	by	the	hands	
of	God,	all	people	are	considered	useless	and	destined	for	condemnation.		
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Dirty Mouths… 
Scripture: Romans 3:13-14 – "Their throat [is] an open tomb; with their 
tongues they have practiced deceit"; "the poison of asps [is] under their 
lips"; "whose mouth [is] full of cursing and bitterness." 

The	Bible	says	that	any	matter	of	truth	must	be	established	by	two	or	three	witnesses.	This	
means	that	when	God	looks	at	the	heart	and	sees	evil,	it	cannot	be	truly	evil	unless	there	is	
another	witness	to	confirm	God’s	observation.	God	can’t	be	right	and	be	just	if	He	does	not	have	
more	witnesses	that	confirm	the	depravity	of	the	human	heart.	Therefore,	if	God	doesn’t	have	
another	witness,	He	cannot	make	the	claim	that	“none	are	righteous,	no	not	one.”	This	would	
seem	to	be	problematic	for	the	Apostle	Paul	and	his	argument.	Paul	tried	to	teach	the	Jews	in	
Rome	that	their	salvation	had	nothing	to	do	with	their	heritage	as	Jews,	with	their	circumcision,	
or	with	any	other	work	that	they	did.	Salvation	was	100%	the	grace	of	God	based	on	the	
righteousness	of	Jesus	Christ	and	Him	alone.	The	basis	for	Paul’s	argument	was	that	the	Bible	
proclaims	that	“none	are	righteous.”	So	does	God	have	another	witness	to	validate	His	claim?	

In	Matthew	12:34-35	Jesus	said,	“Out	of	the	abundance	of	the	heart	the	mouth	speaks.”	This	
means	that	the	mouth	reveals	what	the	eyes	cannot	see	of	the	heart.	If	good	things	of	God’s	
righteousness	come	out	of	the	mouth	it	is	because	God	is	motivating	the	heart	to	say	such	things.	
If	terrible	things	of	blasphemy	come	out	of	the	mouth,	it	is	because	God	is	not	there	to	change	
the	heart.	Therefore,	the	mouth	serves	as	another	witness	to	confirm	that	which	God	says	of	the	
heart.	Does	good	come	out	of	the	mouth	or	bad?	According	to	James	3:6-12,	the	mouth	is	an	
unruly	evil	that	no	one	can	tame.	It	is	set	on	fire	by	hell	itself.	This	means	that	the	heart	is	
naturally	dead	and	dark.	This	is	the	reason	people	don’t	naturally	use	the	mouth	to	do	spiritually	
profitable	and	fruitful	things.		

According	to	Paul,	God	can	make	the	claim	that	“none	are	righteous”	because	of	the	ways	that	
the	natural	person	speaks.	He	quotes	Psalm	5:9,	Psalm	10:7,	and	Psalm	140:3	to	show	how	the	
words	that	naturally	come	out	of	the	mouth	are	like	an	open	tomb.	This	means	that	normal	
human	conversation	that	is	absent	the	motivation	of	the	Holy	Spirit	speaks	vain	things	that	lead	
to	death.	This	mainly	refers	to	prideful	things	and	lies.	People	speak	of	self,	not	God.	People	
boast,	don’t	confess	weakness.	People	lie	and	“exaggerate”	all	of	the	time.	This	is	normal	human	
nature,	which	proves	that	none	are	righteous.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	mouth	produces	the	
poison	of	snakes	speaking	pure	evil	such	as	boasting,	gossips,	backbiting,	and	lies.	Our	mouths	
serve	to	witness	either	for	or	against	us.	If	one’s	mouths	doesn’t	speak	of	the	transformative	
works	that	God	has	done	to	the	heart,	then	that	heart	remains	dead	and	the	unrighteousness	
that	God	see	can	be	confirmed	by	all.		
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Corrupted Conduct 
Scripture: Romans 3:15-16 – "Their feet [are] swift to shed blood; 
destruction and misery [are] in their ways… 
The	Bible	teaches	that	none	are	righteous,	no	not	one.	No	one	is	able	to	do	anything	good	in	the	
eyes	of	God.	No	one	can	match	His	glory	or	measure	up	to	His	goodness.	No	one	is	qualified	to	
dwell	in	God’s	presence.	People	have	the	habit	of	comparing	goodness	to	one	another,	but	the	
Bible	shows	that	judgment	will	not	be	based	on	one	person’s	“goodness”	compared	to	another.	
Judgment	will	be	God’s	examination	of	one’s	righteousness	compared	to	Himself!	The	Apostle	
Paul	tried	to	show	why	this	sort	of	judgment	is	fair	and	why	God	has	the	right	to	judge	this	way.	
The	chief	witness	against	mankind	is	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	Christ	as	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	
Word.	However,	there	are	two	other	witnesses	that	validate	the	claims	concerning	human	
depravity.	The	first	is	our	words.	The	evil	of	human	speech	proves	that	our	hearts	are	wicked.	
Secondly,	our	actions	will	testify	that	we	are	sinners	and	guilty	before	God	as	well.		

Paul	wrote	that	the	ways	of	humanity	have	been	corrupt	throughout	history.	He	quoted	the	
words	of	the	prophet	Isaiah	to	prove	his	point.	In	Isaiah	59:1-7	it	says:	

“Behold,	the	LORD's	hand	is	not	shortened,	that	it	cannot	save;	nor	His	ear	heavy,	that	it	cannot	
hear.	But	your	iniquities	have	separated	you	from	your	God;	and	your	sins	have	hidden	[His]	face	
from	you,	so	that	He	will	not	hear.	For	your	hands	are	defiled	with	blood,	and	your	fingers	with	
iniquity;	your	lips	have	spoken	lies,	your	tongue	has	muttered	perversity.	No	one	calls	for	justice,	
nor	does	[any]	plead	for	truth.	They	trust	in	empty	words	and	speak	lies;	they	conceive	evil	and	
bring	forth	iniquity.	They	hatch	vipers'	eggs	and	weave	the	spider's	web;	he	who	eats	of	their	eggs	
dies,	and	[from]	that	which	is	crushed	a	viper	breaks	out.	Their	webs	will	not	become	garments,	nor	
will	they	cover	themselves	with	their	works;	their	works	[are]	works	of	iniquity,	and	the	act	of	
violence	[is]	in	their	hands.	Their	feet	run	to	evil,	and	they	make	haste	to	shed	innocent	blood;	their	
thoughts	[are]	thoughts	of	iniquity;	wasting	and	destruction	[are]	in	their	paths.”	

God	plainly	said	that	He	sees	EVERYTHING	that	is	done,	as	well	as	the	motives	for	which	they	
are	done.	God	sees	people	stepping	on	others	to	get	ahead.	He	sees	people	tearing	others	down	
to	build	themselves	up.	He	sees	selfishness.	He	sees	greed.	He	sees	irresponsibility.	He	sees	
people	neglect	Him	in	order	to	indulge	in	self	at	the	expense	of	others	–	physically	AND	
spiritually.	This	is	human	habit	and	yet	another	reason	why	we	are	unqualified	to	help	God	in	
salvation.	He	alone	is	responsible	for	our	opportunity	to	stand	in	His	presence	as	forgiven	and	as	
heirs	of	His	blessings!		
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God Is Missing… 
Scripture: Romans 3:17-18 – "And the way of peace they have not known." 
"There is no fear of God before their eyes." 
The	Bible	teaches	that	God	alone	is	responsible	for	the	miracle	of	salvation.	Mankind	has	
rebelled	against	God	and	His	purposes.	EVERY	person	is	guilty	and	is	deserving	of	death.	The	
scriptures	repeatedly	proclaim	that	none	are	righteous	and	all	are	deserving	of	God’s	wrath.	
Nevertheless,	God	has	taken	it	upon	Himself	to	rectify	this	situation	and	provide	a	way	of	escape	
from	the	judgment	that	He	has	sworn	to	administer.	Yet	still,	there	are	many	people	that	think	
that	God’s	solution	is	unnecessary.	There	are	many	who	think	that	we	as	people	can	please	God	
in	other	ways	and	have	taken	the	liberty	to	redefine	God’s	righteousness.	There	are	even	those	
who	live	in	such	a	manner	that	reflects	they	think	they	can	be	their	own	god.	The	point	of	the	
Apostle	Paul	was	not	to	condemn	the	people	he	wrote	to.	Instead,	Paul	reminded	the	people	to	
humble	them	since	it	is	in	humility	that	we	are	saved	and	exercise	power	in	salvation.		

If	humility	is	the	key	to	salvation	and	enjoying	the	benefits	of	it,	it	is	important	to	let	God	do	the	
work	that	humbles.	That	work	happens	through	the	Word	as	we	see	the	truth	about	our	natural	
condition.	According	to	the	Bible,	our	natural	condition	is	AWFUL!	Paul,	again	quoting	Old	
Testament	scripture,	explained	that	the	natural	person	does	not	know	the	way	of	peace.	This	is	a	
problem.	God	is	Jehovah	Shalom	–	the	Lord	Our	Peace.	The	Messiah	is	called	“the	Prince	of	
Peace.”	Melchizedek,	the	eternal	priest	of	the	Most	High	God	was	referred	to	as	the	King	of	
Peace.	All	three	of	these	references	speak	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	taught	that	the	peace	He	gives	is	
not	as	the	world	gives.	So,	if	the	natural	person	does	not	know	true	peace,	the	natural	person	
does	not	know	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	Since	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	–	God	in	flesh	–	the	natural	
person	does	not	even	know	who	God	is!	How	can	a	person	please	a	God	that	is	unknown?	

The	problem	compounds.	Paul	wrote	that	the	natural	person	has	no	fear	of	God.	Proverbs	9:10	
explains	that	the	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom.	Without	fear	of	God,	there	is	no	
wisdom,	which	means	there	is	no	understanding	of	what	is	truly	right	and	wrong.	How	can	right	
be	done?	Proverbs	16:6	explains	that	the	fear	of	God	sparks	repentance.	Without	the	fear	of	God	
there	is	no	repentance.	How	does	one	turn	to	God	if	one	never	turns	from	self?	The	problem	is	
explained	by	Paul’s	quote	of	Psalm	36:1-4.	Those	who	don’t	fear	the	Lord	flatter	themselves,	
meaning	that	the	natural	person	tries	to	justify	sin	and	offense	to	God	as	if	it’s	a	good	thing.	The	
natural	person	makes	up	their	own	righteousness	as	they	go	regardless	of	God	being	offended.	
This	is	what	the	natural	human	heart	looks	like.	How	can	this	type	of	person	lend	help	to	God	in	
salvation	or	make	the	decision	to	turn	to	the	Lord	when	saved?	Thus,	our	salvation	had	nothing	
to	do	with	us.	It	was	all	God’s	grace!	To	think	otherwise	is	a	slap	in	the	face	to	His	grace…	
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Knowledge Of Sin 
Scripture: Romans 3:19-20 – “Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the 
law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law [is] the knowledge 
of sin.” 

The	Bible	teaches	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	This	means	that	the	eternal	blessings	of	God	
do	not	come	to	people	through	works	that	are	performed	to	please	God.	God	sees	the	
righteousness	of	human	beings	as	equal	to	“filthy	rags.”	The	“goodness”	of	the	natural	human	
being	is	absolutely	worthless	to	God.	This	might	seem	like	a	harsh	truth	to	digest,	but	it	is	only	
harsh	when	one	fails	to	consider	the	supreme	righteousness	of	God.	According	to	the	Apostle	
Paul,	that’s	why	God	gave	His	people	the	Law.	God	did	not	give	His	people	rules	and	regulations	
to	govern	their	lives	by	“dos	and	don’ts.”	He	gave	“dos	and	don’ts”	to	reveal	that	no	human	“can.”	

Paul	taught	that	the	Law	is	intended	to	direct	people	who	fall	under	the	jurisdiction	of	that	
governing	influence.	In	other	words,	God	gave	His	law	to	the	Jews,	which	means	that	the	Jews	
were	accountable	to	the	declarations	that	God	made.	It	was	advantageous	to	be	a	Jew	since	God	
revealed	His	righteousness	through	the	Law	that	was	given	exclusively	to	the	Jews.	At	the	same	
time,	that	made	them	accountable	to	God’s	revelation;	and	according	to	the	scriptures,	God	
provided	this	revelation	to	shut	His	people	up!	The	law	was	given	to	Israel	to	humble	them	and	
shut	their	mouths.	God	revealed	His	righteousness	through	the	Law	to	keep	the	children	of	
Israel	from	boasting	and	living	according	to	pride	and	self-righteousness.		

God	gave	the	Law	to	the	Jews	to	prove	that	the	entire	world	is	guilty	before	Him.	If	God’s	own	
people	can’t	match	His	standards,	how	could	anyone	else?	This	is	why	NO	ONE	can	say	they	are	
good	before	God.	Consequently,	all	stand	as	guilty	before	Him,	worthy	of	judgment.	The	Bible	
teaches	that	the	Law	provides	“the	knowledge	of	sin.”	When	people	examine	the	righteousness	
of	God	and	ultimately	fail	to	match	it,	the	Law	shows	that	God	is	superiorly	holy!	Paul	used	the	
Greek	word	“epignosis”	to	explain	the	quality	of	“knowledge”	that	the	Law	gives	of	sin.	This	
refers	to	an	overflowing	understanding.	The	Law	was	not	given	to	people	to	try	and	copy	God’s	
righteousness	according	to	the	naturally	corrupted	condition	of	the	heart.	That’s	impossible!	
God	gave	the	Law	to	provide	abundant	proof	that	no	person	can	match	His	goodness	and	glory.	
In	a	natural	condition,	no	person	is	worthy	of	dwelling	the	presence	of	God.	Knowing	this,	the	
voice	of	self-righteousness	should	be	shut	unto	repentance,	causing	the	realization	that	we’re	in	
DESPERATE	need	of	help	greater	than	human	effort.	We	need	Jesus!	This	is	what	the	Law	is	for,	
not	for	proving	our	worth	to	God.		
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Revelation of Righteousness 
Scripture: Romans 3:21 – “But now the righteousness of God apart from the 
law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets…” 
The	Apostle	Paul	presented	a	compelling	argument	concerning	the	condemnation	of	the	human	
race.	He	sufficiently	proved	that	no	one	is	righteous.	He	adequately	validated	that	no	one	is	
worthy	to	dwell	in	the	presence	of	God	according	to	their	own	merits	and	righteousness.	Self-
righteousness	will	not	suffice	to	please	God	when	people	stand	before	Him	in	judgment.	
Thankfully,	that	was	not	the	end	of	Paul’s	letter!	Thankfully	Paul	presented	a	TREMENDOUS	
point	of	contrast	that	provides	hope	and	assurance	for	the	people	of	God	that	desire	to	dwell	in	
His	presence.	The	point	was	confusing	to	the	Jews	in	Rome	at	the	time	that	Paul	wrote	because	
the	grace	of	God	is	a	tough	thing	to	fully	digest.	Nevertheless,	Paul’s	point	is	made	clear.	Since	all	
people	are	condemned,	the	only	means	by	which	a	person	can	stand	before	God	as	“approved”	
must	be	on	account	of	the	work	He	does	Himself.	Thankfully,	He	has	done	that	work!	

Paul	began	the	next	section	of	his	letter	with	the	phrase	“but	now.”	This	is	an	important	point	of	
contrast	to	consider.	Paul	just	finished	talking	about	how	the	Law	proves	the	sin	and	
condemnation	of	all	people.	The	Law	is	the	means	by	which	we	learn	of	our	sin	compared	to	the	
righteousness	of	God	that	is	described	in	it.	However,	the	Law	does	not	provide	the	solution	to	
the	problem.	The	Law	identifies	the	problem,	but	only	provided	prophetic	pictures	of	the	
solution.	The	solution	in	it	of	itself	is	not	in	the	Law.	BUT	NOW	God’s	righteousness	apart	from	
the	Law	is	made	manifest.	Since	the	death	of	Jesus	Christ,	everything	is	different!		

Paul	taught	that	the	Law	witnessed	of	God’s	righteousness.	The	Law	testified	of	God’s	
righteousness	through	the	sacrifices.	Recall	that	the	people	had	to	bring	sacrifices	continually	to	
deal	with	their	errors	and	mistakes.	The	volume	of	slaughtered	animals	was	a	testament	to	
depraved	nature	of	God’s	people.	Where	was	God’s	sacrifice?	Where	was	the	proof	of	His	error?	
There	was	none!	The	prophets	wrote	of	God’s	righteousness	through	writings	such	as	Isaiah	
Chapter	53.	God	was	the	tender	plant	out	of	dry	ground.	He	bore	our	griefs.	We	went	astray	but	
He	was	afflicted.	He	is	right.	We	are	wrong.	The	Law	and	Prophets	continually	proclaim	this,	
BUT	NOW	the	righteousness	of	God	was	made	physically	visible	to	administrate	a	solution!		

The	text	that	continually	separates	mankind	from	God	on	account	of	His	righteousness	was	
made	“manifest.”	This	means	that	God’s	righteousness	was	seen.	The	text	that	identified	God	as	
holy	and	right	was	visibly	seen	and	known	in	a	different	form	from	text.	The	Word	became	flesh!	
Jesus	came	as	the	Son	of	God	so	that	NOW	God’s	righteousness	can	be	productive	through	faith	
since	our	works	make	the	righteousness	of	God	unproductive	because	we	can’t	measure	up.		
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Righteousness for All! 
Scripture: Romans 3:22-23 – “Even the righteousness of God, through faith 
in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;	for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 

The	Bible	teaches	that	people	are	seen	as	“sinners”	in	the	eyes	of	God	because	of	our	nature.	We	
are	not	considered	sinners	because	we	sin.	We	sin	because	our	nature	is	sinful.	Psalm	51:5	
explains	that	we	are	sinners	from	the	moment	of	conception,	long	before	we	form	a	single	limb	
or	take	our	first	breath	in	this	world.	The	Bible	plainly	teaches	that	ALL	people	fall	short	of	the	
glory	of	God.	This	means	that	all	people	miss	the	mark	of	God’s	perfection.	It	is	not	such	a	small	
matter	for	someone	to	casually	say,	“No	one	is	perfect.”	While	this	is	true,	this	presents	a	
MASSIVE	problem	when	it	comes	to	eternity.	Since	no	one	is	perfect,	then	no	one	is	qualified	or	
able	to	dwell	in	the	presence	of	God.	The	only	other	dwelling	place	available	in	eternity	is	hell!	
This	is	no	casual	matter.	Thankfully,	the	Lord	didn’t	see	this	as	a	“casual”	matter	either!		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	righteousness	of	God	was	made	manifest	“to	all	and	on	all	who	
believe.”	The	Law	and	the	Prophets	continually	declare	the	righteousness	of	God;	but	the	Word	
became	flesh	and	dwelt	among	us	full	of	grace	and	truth!	Jesus	is	the	physical	embodiment	of	
God’s	righteousness	and	glory	because	He	is	God	in	flesh	as	the	Son	of	God.	Jesus	became	flesh	to	
be	“the	Lord	Our	Righteousness”	(Jehovah	Tsidkenu),	which	is	a	Messianic	term	–	the	fulfillment	
of	the	Father’s	promises.	While	it	was	advantageous	for	the	children	of	Israel	to	have	received	
God’s	unique	revelation	through	them,	the	Jews	were	not	the	only	people	to	see	and	know	the	
righteousness	of	God	in	the	flesh.	God	knows	the	weaknesses	and	corruption	of	His	people	and	
ensured	that	EVERYONE	has	a	chance	to	escape	His	coming	wrath.		

When	Paul	said	that	God’s	righteousness	was	made	manifest	“to	all	and	on	all	who	believe,”	he	
was	describing	the	magnitude	of	God’s	revelation	AND	the	effectiveness	of	it.	God	manifested	His	
righteousness	“to	all,”	meaning	that	everyone	has	an	opportunity	to	see	the	righteousness	of	
Jesus	Christ.	Paul	already	addressed	how	God	revealed	His	glory	through	creation	and	imprinted	
His	righteousness	on	the	conscience.	Additionally,	the	ministry	of	Jesus	Christ	was	public	for	the	
world	to	see	and	the	Holy	Scriptures	documented	the	work.	God	has	deployed	all	of	the	right	
people	in	all	of	the	right	places	at	all	of	the	right	times	to	ensure	that	all	of	His	people	are	able	to	
know	the	testimony	of	God.	Additionally,	Paul	wrote	that	God’s	manifestation	fell	“on	all	who	
believe.”	The	manifestation	of	God’s	righteousness	was	helpful	to	ALL	who	received	Jesus’	
testimony	by	faith.	God’s	revelation	was	given	to	ALL	and	ALL	who	receive	it	by	faith	are	made	
children	of	God.	Thus,	ALL	of	the	work	of	salvation	is	God’s	work,	and	according	to	the	
scriptures,	He	does	not	discriminate	against	anyone	–	Jew	or	Gentile.	No	wonder	God	is	right!	
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Justification & Redemption 
Scripture: Romans 3:24 – “Being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus…” 
The	Bible	teaches	that	none	are	righteous,	no	not	one.	In	fact,	the	whole	concept	of	“justification”	
teaches	that	we	are	not	even	made	righteous	when	saved.	Though	we	are	“made”	God’s	children	
and	heirs	of	His	eternal	blessings,	we	still	sin.	We	are	not	“made”	righteous.	We	are	“declared”	
righteous	even	though	we	still	sin	against	God.	This	is	what	it	means	to	be	“justified	by	faith.”	A	
great	price	was	paid	in	order	for	this	gift	to	be	made	available.	The	essence	of	God’s	gift	is	the	
opportunity	and	ability	to	receive	the	revelation	of	His	righteousness.	God	revealed	His	
righteousness	to	all	and	for	all,	but	only	some	actually	receive	His	revelation	and	enjoy	the	
benefits	of	it.	This	goes	to	show	just	how	important	and	valuable	God’s	revelation	is.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	we	as	God’s	people	have	been	“justified	freely.”	The	word	“freely”	is	
the	Greek	word	“dorean	This	word	translates	into	the	English	phrase,	“without	a	cause.”	This	
word	is	used	in	John	15:25	when	Jesus	quoted	Psalm	69:4,	which	says,	“They	hated	me	without	
cause.”	Jesus	used	this	phrase	to	prove	that	His	death	would	come	because	the	world	hated	Him	
even	though	He	did	nothing	wrong.	Jesus	came	to	give	His	life	so	that	others	can	receive	eternal	
life,	but	the	world	hated	Him	and	the	work	that	He	did.	The	world	hated	Jesus	without	cause,	but	
He	responded	by	offering	redemption!	This	is	what	it	means	that	God’s	revelation	came	freely.	
We	CLEARLY	did	nothing	to	warrant	the	opportunity	and	privilege	of	receiving	God’s	revelation.		

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	grace	came	by	means	of	“redemption.”	This	is	an	important	word!	It	
is	a	word	that	describes	a	financial	transaction.	This	means	that	God’s	favor	was	purchased.	A	
price	was	paid	so	that	God’s	people	could	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	and	thus	
be	declared	as	righteous	in	spite	of	sin.	Redemption	is	literally	liberation	procured	by	the	
payment	of	a	ransom	or	fee.	This	word	is	used	in	Ephesians	1:7	to	teach	that	a	price	was	paid	
using	the	blood	of	God	in	flesh	as	currency.	This	word	is	used	in	Colossians	1:14	to	teach	that	the	
payment	through	Jesus’	blood	is	sufficient	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins.	ALL	of	the	debt	that	we	
incur	from	the	MULTITUDE	of	sins	and	offense	against	God	and	His	righteousness	is	forgiven	
because	Jesus’	blood	pays	that	debt	on	our	behalf.	This	word	is	used	in	Hebrews	9:15	to	explain	
that	Jesus’	blood	takes	care	of	the	transgressions,	offenses,	and	failures	that	the	Law	of	God	
identifies.	The	knowledge	of	sin	comes	by	the	Law,	but	the	blood	of	Jesus	deals	with	the	curse	
that	the	Law	identifies	so	that	we	are	not	cursed,	but	instead	heirs	of	God’s	eternal	inheritance!	
This	is	no	small	matter;	and	the	work	as	well	as	the	effects	of	the	work	are	all	done	by	God	in	
spite	of	who	we	are.	This	is	who	our	God	is.	This	is	how	salvation	is	made	true.	This	is	why	God	
alone	is	worthy	of	service,	praise,	and	worship	through	Jesus	Christ.		
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Patient Propitiation 
Scripture: Romans 3:25-26 – “Whom God set forth [as] a propitiation by 
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 
to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

The	Bible	emphatically	teaches	that	salvation	comes	by	the	grace	of	God	through	faith	in	the	
identity,	works,	and	promises	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	It	seems	difficult	to	
understand,	but	human	beings	have	nothing	to	do	with	the	salvation	that	we	have	received.	We	
did	not	suddenly	open	our	eyes	to	the	Lord	and	walk	in	His	direction.	Consider	the	lessons	
taught	by	the	miracles	of	Jesus.	Did	the	blind	open	their	own	eyes?	Did	the	lame	restore	their	
own	legs?	God,	and	God	alone	is	responsible	for	eternal	life	and	the	means	by	which	we	receive	
it.	We	have	forgiveness	of	sins	and	are	heirs	of	God	because	God	made	it	so.	Here’s	how:	

According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	God	patiently	endured	the	sins	of	the	past	until	the	revelation	of	
His	own	righteousness	through	“redemption”	and	“propitiation.”	Paul	wrote	that	God,	in	His	
“forbearance”	had	“passed	over”	sins	that	were	previously	committed.	Forbearance	refers	to	
patience.	The	English	dictionary	defines	this	concept	as	refraining	from	the	enforcement	of	
something.	In	other	words,	God	refrained	from	the	enforcement	of	His	justice	against	sins	
previously	committed.	He	waited	to	judge	until	“the	present	time,”	referring	to	the	time	of	the	
New	Covenant	promises.		

God	waited	to	judge	sins	until	the	time	of	His	revelation	of	His	own	righteousness	through	Jesus.	
When	Jesus	came,	He	came	as	God	in	flesh	(Son	of	God)	to	fulfill	the	Father’s	eternally	
unconditional	promises	(Messiah).	His	Messianic	duty	was	to	be	Redeemer,	which	means	that	
Jesus	purchased	God’s	people	from	the	bondage	of	sin.	He	did	so	using	His	own	blood	as	
currency.	Jesus	also	came	as	Propitiator.	Propitiation	refers	to	the	satisfaction	of	wrath.	Jesus’	
death	satisfied	the	Father’s	judgment	against	sin.	Since	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh,	the	blood	He	spilled	
was	sufficient	to	pay	for	ALL	of	the	debt	incurred	through	sin.	Thus,	Jesus’	death	made	it	
possible	to	have	a	‘zero	balance’	when	facing	the	Father.	The	Greek	word	for	“propitiation”	is	
actually	translated	“Mercy	Seat”	in	Hebrews	9:5.	The	Mercy	Seat	was	the	lid	of	the	Ark	of	the	
Covenant	that	was	constructed	as	a	prophetic	picture	of	Jesus’	empty	tomb.	Thus,	propitiation	
speaks	not	only	to	the	death	of	Jesus,	but	the	results	of	His	death	unto	glory!	1	John	4:9-10	
explains	that	“propitiation”	is	the	manifestation	of	God	as	“LOVE.”	This	proves	that	forgiveness	
of	sins	and	the	means	by	which	we	receive	eternal	life	have	nothing	to	do	with	us.	It’s	all	Jesus!		
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No Room for Boasting 
Scripture: Romans 3:27 – Where [is] boasting then? It is excluded. By what 
law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
The	Bible	goes	great	lengths	to	provide	a	RIDICULOUS	contrast	between	God	and	His	creation.	In	
fact,	God	wanted	to	prove	that	He	is	so	far	above	and	different	than	mankind	that	on	the	second	
day	of	creation	He	made	“the	firmament.”	The	firmament	is	explained	as	a	platform	that	
separates	God	from	His	creation,	exalting	Him	and	His	throne	high	above	all	things!	The	
firmament	isn’t	like	the	veil	in	the	temple	that	kept	people	from	the	presence	of	God.	Instead,	the	
firmament	was	a	clear	substance	that	exalted	God	above	all	things.	No	one	else	sits	above	that	
threshold	except	for	the	Lord	God	Almighty!	At	the	same	time,	the	Bible	teaches	that	human	
beings	were	made	from	the	dust	of	the	earth	and	that	none	are	righteous.	The	scriptures	state	
that	the	righteousness	of	any	human	being	is	considered	to	be	like	a	filthy	rag	in	the	eyes	of	the	
Lord.	In	other	words,	God	is	righteous	and	glorious	above	all	things	and	we’re	not.		

Since	this	is	true,	what	does	mankind	have	to	boast	in?	This	was	the	point	that	the	Apostle	Paul	
was	making	to	the	Jews	in	Rome	through	the	first	three	chapters	of	his	book.	Paul	asked	a	series	
of	questions	in	Romans	3:27,	but	based	on	the	information	that	he	previously	gave,	the	question	
is	rhetorical	in	nature,	aimed	at	amplifying	a	point	that	should	be	obvious.	There	is	no	room	for	
boasting	from	any	human	being.	The	nature	of	God’s	righteousness	doesn’t	contain	boating	at	all	
in	any	sort	of	way.	Mankind	is	unrighteous	and	doesn’t	seek	after	God.	We,	all	together,	have	
become	unprofitable	in	the	eyes	of	God	in	our	natural	condition.	God	on	the	other	hand,	revealed	
His	righteousness	through	the	Law,	which	no	person	could	keep	or	emulate.	Therefore,	God	took	
the	form	of	flesh	as	Jesus	to	fulfil	His	own	Law	as	the	Lord	OUR	Righteousness.	Jesus	paid	the	
debt	that	sinners	amassed.	Jesus	took	on	the	wrath	of	the	Father	to	satisfy	His	judgment	against	
sin.	He	who	knew	no	sin	became	sin	so	that	those	who	believe	could	be	saved.	God	did	
everything	right	while	we	did	nothing	right;	and	yet	God	doesn’t	boast…	

If	God	did	everything	right	on	our	behalf	and	doesn’t	boast,	why	are	people	boasting?	The	
concept	of	“boasting”	in	the	original	language	deals	with	glory.	Thus,	Paul’s	point	refers	to	what	
we	glory	in.	Do	we	attribute	glory	to	our	futile	and	failing	efforts	to	fulfill	God’s	Law?	If	we	do,	
then	we	live	according	to	the	standard	of	self-righteousness,	which	is	contrary	to	God.	Do	we	
attribute	glory	to	Jesus	and	the	work	that	He	did	as	God	in	flesh,	as	our	Messiah	Savior,	having	
superior	righteousness	that	cannot	be	matched?	If	we	do,	then	we	live	by	the	standard	of	faith:	
that	we	trust	God’s	declaration	concerning	our	unrighteousness,	but	God’s	provision	for	
forgiveness	exclusively	through	Jesus.	Paul’s	question	then	is	simple:	which	standard	(the	self-
righteous	works	or	faith)	is	true?	Which	standard	will	we	live	by?	
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Obvious Conclusion 
Scripture: Romans 3:28 – Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith apart from the deeds of the law. 
Though	there	are	many	that	dislike	math,	there	is	something	about	math	that	is	beautiful.	It	is	
absolute.	Math	takes	variables	and	arranges	them	in	certain	ways,	using	certain	standards,	
principles,	and	laws,	to	come	to	a	definitive	conclusion	that	is	ultimately	true.	This	happens	with	
simple	equations	and	complex	equations	alike.	Math	resolves	variables	to	come	to	“conclusions”	
that	are	supposed	to	be	based	on	truth;	and	if	the	processes	are	followed	correctly,	no	one	can	
argue	with	the	conclusions	that	math	provides.	For	example:	1+1=2.	No	matter	the	language,	
worldview,	or	age/experience,	this	is	true	all	of	the	time.		

The	Apostle	Paul	came	to	a	similar	“conclusion.”	The	word	“conclude”	in	the	original	language	is	
the	Greek	word	“logizomai,”	which	is	used	forty-two	times	in	the	New	Testament.	Nineteen	of	
those	usages	are	found	in	the	Book	of	Romans,	and	eleven	of	those	are	used	in	Chapter	4	alone!	
The	Greek	word	is	where	we	get	the	English	word	for	“logic.”	This	means	that	the	“conclusions”	
that	Paul	came	to	so	frequently	throughout	the	course	of	this	book	are	based	on	sound	logic	
when	the	variables	are	arranged	in	the	right	manner	according	to	strict	standards	and	
principles.	No	matter	what,	when	we	examine	Paul’s	“conclusions”	we	can	trust	them	as	true	as	
we	would	trust	the	outcome	of	1+1	equaling	2!	

Romans	3:38	is	the	“summation”	of	all	of	the	points	that	Paul	presented	since	the	beginning	of	
the	letter.	Paul	began	by	explaining	the	depravity	of	mankind.	Using	God’s	Word,	Paul	reminded	
the	people	that	none	are	righteous.	Paul	reminded	the	church	that	ALL	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	
God.	There	are	many	witnesses	that	prove	God’s	declarations	as	true.	Our	words	and	actions	
prove	that	we	are	selfish,	self-righteous,	and	harmful	to	ourselves	and	those	around	us.	On	the	
contrary,	God’s	Law	proves	our	sin	while	exalting	His	righteousness.	God’s	physical	
manifestation	of	His	righteousness	through	Jesus	proves	His	righteousness	as	supreme	and	
authentic.	His	work	as	Redeemer,	Propitiator,	and	Savior	to	those	who	rebel	against	Him	
amplifies	His	righteousness,	making	our	unrighteousness	all	the	more	pitiful.	Therefore,	it	is	
impossible	for	a	person	to	dwell	in	the	presence	of	God.	How	can	a	person	be	declared	as	
righteous	with	these	variables	on	the	table?	Paul’s	point	is	that	we	can’t.	Thus,	faith	MUST	be	the	
means	by	which	God’s	people	are	declared	righteous	(justified)	because	we	have	no	
righteousness	to	show	for.	Evil	plus	evil	cannot	equal	good.	But	in	faith,	God,	the	only	form	of	
good,	declares	evil	to	be	good	so	that	“good”	is	the	outcome.	We	simply	must	believe	this	as	true	
rather	than	trying	to	make	our	evil	appear	as	good.		
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One Way to the One God 
Scripture: Romans 3:29-30 – Or [is He] the God of the Jews only? [Is He] 
not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since [there is] 
one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith. 

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	tried	to	help	the	Jews	there	understand	
how	their	heritage	as	children	of	Israel	tied	into	the	New	Covenant	works	and	promises	of	God	
that	came	through	Jesus.	It	was	hard	for	those	people	to	understand	their	position	in	the	Lord	as	
His	“special	treasure,”	but	also	understand	that	God	made	salvation	available	to	everyone	and	is	
not	a	respecter	of	persons.	It	was	hard	for	the	Jews	to	understand	the	importance	of	the	Law	if	
Jesus	preached	that	salvation	comes	by	grace.	It	was	hard	for	the	Jews	to	figure	out	how	to	co-
mingle	with	the	Gentiles	as	“the	church.”	The	Jews	were	taught	that	they	needed	to	follow	the	
Law,	but	were	Gentiles	supposed	to	do	that	too?	If	Gentiles	didn’t	need	to	follow	the	Law	to	be	
saved,	what	value	was	there	in	being	a	Jew?	

It	is	important	to	understand	that	these	were	real	issues	for	real	people.	All	of	God’s	people	
should	want	to	know	what	value	we	are	to	Him.	All	of	God’s	people	should	want	to	know	what	
He’s	doing	with	our	lives	and	for	what	purpose.	Unfortunately,	the	ignorance	and	confusion	of	
the	Jews	led	to	many	falling	back	into	self-righteous	thinking,	leveraging	the	Law	as	the	basis	for	
their	position	in	the	Lord.	So	Paul’s	point	was	simple	concerning	the	first	three	chapters	of	the	
Book	of	Romans	–	remind	the	Jews	that	salvation	was	made	freely	available	before	there	was	the	
Law	or	Jewish	people.		

Paul	asked	a	simple	question	in	rhetorical	form	in	order	to	teach	an	obvious	point.	God	is	not	the	
God	of	the	Jews	only.	The	Jews	understood	that	God	has	sovereign	charge	over	ALL	people.	The	
Jews	understood	that	God	is	the	God	of	the	heavens,	the	earth,	and	everyone	in	them.	This	
means	that	God	is	not	just	God	of	the	Jews.	While	there	is	special	benefit	to	being	a	Jew,	it	is	not	
as	if	those	benefits	exclude	others	from	God’s	blessings.	In	fact,	the	righteousness	of	God	reveals	
that	God	is	able	to	be	both	Lord	and	Savior	for	ALL	who	sin	–	not	just	unrighteous	Jews.	There	is	
only	One	True	Living	God.	This	means	that	only	One	is	righteous	and	is	able	to	save	from	
judgment.	Gentiles	are	equally	dependent	on	the	Lord	as	the	Jews	should	have	been;	and	since	
the	Gentiles	don’t	have	the	Law,	how	are	they	to	be	saved?	The	answer	is	simple	–	faith!	
Consider	that	Abraham,	the	father	of	faith	AND	the	Jews	was	blessed	by	God	before	there	were	
“Jews”	or	the	Law.	Paul’s	point	is	that,	though	the	Law	is	good	to	lead	to	the	Savior,	God	has	
always	saved	all	people	from	the	condemnation	of	sin	through	faith	and	faith	alone.		
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Establishing the Law 
Scripture: Romans 3:31 – Do we then make void the law through faith? 
Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. 
There	are	many	confused	today	about	the	place	that	“the	Law”	has	in	the	life	of	a	Christian.	
Ignorant	people	will	profess	that	since	the	Law	is	an	old	principle.	These	people	will	claim	that	
the	Law	is	not	worth	teaching	and	should	not	be	a	concern	for	believers	today.	These	people	will	
often	reference	the	Law	and	those	who	speak	of	it	as	being	legalistic.	This	is	not	a	Biblical	
perspective!	The	Bible	is	clear	that	God	still	uses	the	Law	to	do	His	work	in	the	lives	of	both	
believers	and	non-believers.		

The	doctrine	of	“salvation	by	grace	through	faith”	does	not	make	the	Law	useless.	The	Apostle	
Paul	made	it	perfectly	clear	that	the	Law	and	the	doctrine	of	faith	work	hand-in-hand.	The	Law	
is	the	manifestation	of	God’s	own	righteousness.	Would	God	call	us	to	“faith”	just	so	that	we	can	
ignore	the	declarations	of	His	righteousness?	This	goes	against	the	very	principle	benefits	of	
faith!	Saving	faith	enables	those	who	are	spiritually	dead	and	blind	to	come	alive	and	see.	Why	
would	God	resurrect	the	dead	and	give	wisdom	and	vision	to	the	blind	just	to	ignore	the	
revelation	of	His	righteousness?	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	our	salvation	by	faith	actually	
“establishes”	the	Law.	The	Greek	word	for	“establish”	is	used	over	150	times	in	the	New	
Testament	and	is	translated	“stand”	over	90%	of	the	time.	This	means	that	our	faith	in	Jesus	
Christ	and	the	justification	that	comes	from	this	faith	actually	causes	the	Law	to	stand.	The	faith	
that	God	gives	us	unto	salvation	is	effective	to	uphold	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness,	
proving	it	as	true.		

How	does	the	faith	and	the	Law	actually	establish	God’s	righteousness?	First,	the	Law	taught	the	
principles	of	God’s	righteous	redemption.	The	law	exposes	sin,	teaching	that	the	wages	of	sin	is	
death.	The	Law	provides	atonement	from	sin	through	the	sacrificial	institutions	showing	that	
forgiveness	comes	by	substitutionary	death.	Faith	trusts	that	Jesus	is	the	fulfillment	of	this	
principle	as	the	Messiah,	enabling	the	teaching	of	the	Law	to	actually	take	effect.	Galatians	3:24	
states	that	the	Law	is	a	“tutor”	designed	to	teach	us	these	principles	to	point	us	to	the	Savior.	
When	we	believe	in	Jesus	as	that	Savior,	we	prove	the	Law	is	a	correct	teacher	by	the	effects	of	
our	salvation.	What	are	the	effects?	Faith	allows	us	to	possess	the	Holy	Spirit,	which	equips	us	to	
actually	fulfill	the	Law.	Before	Jesus’	death	and	the	distribution	of	the	Spirit,	this	was	impossible.	
But	now,	that	which	the	Law	could	not	do	for	the	flesh	is	made	possible	because	of	what	Jesus	
did	by	the	Spirit	in	His	own	flesh.	The	impossible	becomes	possible,	and	the	Spirit	motivates	the	
people	of	God	to	live	this	way.	Hence,	faith	enables	God’s	people	to	not	only	know	God’s	
righteousness	but	live	according	to	it	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus	Himself	through	the	Spirit!		
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Works or Faith? 
Scripture: Romans 4:1-2 – What then shall we say that Abraham our father 
has found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has [something] to boast about, but not before God. 

The	language	of	the	Bible	is	not	easy	to	understand.	It	is	written	in	plain	English,	but	the	points	
and	premises	of	the	Word	can	be	difficult.	Not	only	is	the	Bible	spiritual	in	nature,	but	also	
requires	the	people	of	God	to	be	empty	of	self	in	order	to	understand	God’s	true	intents	and	
purposes.	When	we	trust	in	the	Spirit	to	understand	His	Word	and	humble	ourselves	before	
Him,	He	is	able	to	make	sense	of	things.	Romans	4:1-2	is	not	an	easy	portion	of	scripture.	The	
way	the	language	is	written	and	arranged	is	hard.	In	fact,	in	the	original	language,	Romans	
Chapter	4	is	all	one	paragraph!	Understanding	this,	we	need	to	be	careful	to	approach	the	Word	
understanding	the	supernatural	essence	of	the	Word	and	rely	on	God	to	know	His	purposes.		

This	portion	of	scripture	has	presented	a	lot	of	problems	for	people	over	the	years	so	that	many	
have	debated	its	meaning.	Here,	we	have	to	understand	that	Paul	was	still	explaining	the	truth	
about	justification	by	faith.	Paul	was	using	the	testimony	of	Abraham	as	an	example	to	show	
who	it	is	impossible	to	be	declared	righteous	before	a	holy	God	by	any	other	means.	Paul	was	
still	explaining	how	human	works	do	not	measure	up	with	the	work	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	fact,	the	
frequent	use	of	the	Greek	word	“logizomai”	shows	that	God	has	calculated	the	sins	of	all	people	
and	measured	them	against	the	works	of	His	Son	so	that	He	has	documented	proof	to	show	that	
they	don’t	add	up.	The	testimony	of	Abraham	is	more	of	the	proof	that	God	has	given	us	to	
examine	this	teaching	as	true.		

Abraham	is	considered	“the	father”	of	both	the	Jews	and	of	faith.	People	have	found	it	hard	to	
identify	the	context	that	Paul	was	speaking	in	through	Romans	4:1.	Was	he	speaking	about	
Abraham	being	the	forefather	of	the	Jews	or	was	he	speaking	about	being	the	father	of	faith?	
When	we	consider	the	full	context	of	Paul’s	writing,	we	should	understand	that	he’s	talking	
about	both.	The	question	Paul	asked	could	be	asked	this	way	as	well:	Did	Abraham	become	
‘father	Abraham’	by	things	he	did	according	to	his	flesh,	or	was	he	declared	the	father	of	Jews	
and	of	faith	by	the	election	of	God	through	faith?	What	works	did	Abraham	do	in	order	to	be	
called	by	God?	While	Abraham	performed	works	later	in	his	life	(such	as	in	Genesis	Chapter	22	
as	referenced	by	James	2:21),	those	works	were	not	done	and	recognized	as	examples	of	
righteousness	until	AFTER	God	called	Abraham	and	equipped	him	with	faith.	The	Bible	teaches	
that	no	one	will	be	able	to	boast	in	the	presence	of	God.	Paul’s	point	is	that	Abraham	couldn’t	
have	been	justified	by	works	otherwise	he	could	boast.	So	if	“father	Abraham”	didn’t	have	works	
to	gain	approval	of	God,	how	can	the	children	of	Abraham,	whether	children	by	blood	or	spirit?	
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Accounted as if Righteous 
Scripture: Romans 4:3 – “For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." 
The	concept	of	“justification	by	faith”	has	been	a	concept	that	is	INCREDIBLY	difficult	to	
understand	since	the	Bible	began	making	mention	of	it.	The	reason	for	this	is	because	the	
magnitude	AND	proper	context	of	God’s	grace	is	also	INCREDIBLY	difficult	to	understand.	The	
difficulties	lie	in	that	the	natural	person	has	a	bad	habit	of	measuring	“goodness”	by	comparing	
self	to	others.	The	scriptures	refer	to	this	as	self-righteousness.	We	make	up	our	own	standards	
of	righteousness	that	are	different	than	God’s	standards.	Since	God	is	supremely	holy	and	
righteous,	our	standards	don’t	suffice	to	please	Him.	Thus,	we	have	a	problem;	yet	God	has	taken	
it	upon	Himself	to	resolve	the	problem.		

The	solution	that	God	provides	is	bigger	than	the	crucifixion	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ.	
This	is	not	to	belittle	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	by	any	means.	Instead,	this	means	that	
the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	was	simply	the	fulfillment	of	promises	previously	made.	It	is	
the	promise	AND	the	action	that	work	together	to	offer	benefits	to	those	who	don’t	deserve	
them.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	promise	came	LONG	before	there	was	documented	
standards	of	righteousness	by	the	Law,	and	longer	before	Jesus	came	to	fulfill	them.	Notice	that	
Paul’s	arguments	concerning	issues	of	righteousness	are	always	premised	by	scripture.	Paul	did	
not	speak	by	his	own	authority	or	opinion	to	further	perpetuate	self-righteousness.	Paul	quoted	
scripture	to	exercise	God’s	authority	to	declare	His	standards	of	righteousness.		

Paul	quoted	Genesis	15:6	to	explain	the	principle	of	“justification.”	The	quote	begins	with	God	
repeating	His	promises	to	Abraham	concerning	the	land,	nation,	and	blessing.	The	next	verse	
speaks	of	Abraham’s	faith.	The	context	shows	that	Abraham’s	faith	was	defined	as	the	trust	he	
had	in	God’s	promises	as	well	as	His	ability	and	willingness	to	fulfill	them.	When	God	saw	this	
trust,	He	“accounted	to	him	for	righteousness.”	This	is	a	financial	phrase.	It	essentially	means	
that	God	made	Abraham’s	faith	equal	to	righteousness	even	though	faith	is	not	the	same	as	
righteousness.	God	is	supremely	righteous	and	has	the	authority	to	do	this.	God	exercised	His	
authority	to	accept	what	we	could	give,	even	though	what	we	give	does	not	compare	to	what	He	
gave.	We	give	faith.	We	must	hear	the	promises	of	God	and	trust	in	them	as	true	based	on	who	
God	is.	When	we	do	so,	even	though	faith	is	not	the	same	as	righteousness,	God	exercises	His	
authority	to	consider	it	as	such	anyway.	This	is	what	justification	is	all	about.	It	has	nothing	to	do	
with	what	we	are	able	to	do.	It	has	to	do	with	what	we	trust	of	God,	His	identity,	and	purposes.	
Even	though	our	trust	comes	on	the	basis	of	His	revelation,	He	will	consider	us	righteous	
anyway.		
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Works vs. Faith 
Scripture: Romans 4:4-5 – “Now to him who works, the wages are not 
counted as grace but as debt. But to him who does not work but believes on 
Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness…” 

Throughout	history,	many	have	been	confused	about	how	“works”	and	“faith”	reconcile	with	one	
another.	Some	portions	of	scripture	say	that	faith	without	works	is	dead.	Other	portions	of	
scripture	teach	that	salvation	has	nothing	to	do	with	works	and	that	it	only	comes	by	faith	lest	
anyone	boast.	Here,	the	Apostle	Paul	makes	the	point	clear	about	how	faith	and	works	
harmonize	in	God’s	work.		

Remember	the	theme	of	the	Book	of	Romans:	The	just	shall	live	by	faith.	The	initial	concern	
deals	with	justification,	which	is	God’s	declaration	of	righteousness	towards	a	person	that	is	
unrighteous.	The	Bible	teaches	that	when	God	sees	faith	in	His	identity	and	promises,	He	
exercises	His	supremely	righteous	and	holy	authority	to	consider	faith	as	equal	to	righteousness	
even	though	the	person	remains	unrighteous.	When	a	person	is	“justified	by	faith,”	God	infuses	
sanctifying	grace	into	their	heart	by	His	Spirit,	which	leads	a	person	to	live	a	life	“in	salvation.”	
Salvation	is	the	evidence	of	God’s	justification.	God	infuses	“sanctifying	grace,”	which	means	that	
God	implants	Himself	into	the	hearts	of	believers,	which	then	separates	that	person	from	sin,	
death,	and	hell.	This	separation	enables	God’s	people	to	do	“works”	according	to	God’s	righteous	
nature	because	He	is	the	ultimate	author,	motivator,	and	manufacturer	of	the	works.		

The	mention	of	works	in	Romans	4:4-5	explains	the	difference	for	a	non-believer.	The	original	
language	describes	“works”	as	“gain	by	trading.”	It	is	a	business	term.	It	refers	to	labor	that	is	
done	with	the	expectation	of	receiving	a	profit	in	return.	The	“works”	that	Paul	spoke	of	refers	to	
an	attitude	in	which	a	person	thinks	they	can	trade	a	corrupted	product	with	God	and	receive	a	
profit	from	Him.	This	would	be	crooked	business	if	one	person	gave	another	a	corrupted	
product	in	exchange	for	a	profit.	This	is	why	“works”	count	as	debt.	God	sees	the	corrupted	
nature	of	what	non-believing	self-righteous	people	try	to	trade	with	Him	and	He	is	offended	by	
it.	He	doesn’t	buy	it.	He	won’t	provide	a	profit	in	exchange	for	it.		

On	the	contrary,	those	who	“do	not	work”	refers	to	those	who	don’t	try	to	swindle	God.	Those	
who	acknowledge	self-righteousness	as	corrupt	understand	that	we	are	not	entitled	to	do	
“business”	with	God	so	that	we	can	receive	a	profit	from	Him.	Those	who	“do	not	work”	are	
those	who	confess	that	our	“product”	is	junk	and	look	to	God	for	mercy	in	humility,	not	with	an	
attitude	of	entitlement.	This	is	why	there	is	no	debt	incurred	because	those	who	approach	the	
Lord	in	this	manner	are	not	coming	with	anything	of	self.	How	can	one	create	debt	if	one	is	not	
coming	with	anything	at	all?	When	we	approach	God	in	this	manner,	we	receive	the	infusion	of	
grace,	which	then	separates	us	from	sin,	filling	us	with	the	holy	essence	of	God	by	His	Spirit,	
equipping	us	to	do	as	He	does.		
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God’s Continuity 
Scripture: Romans 4:6 – “Just as David also describes the blessedness of 
the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works…” 
The	theme	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	Many	people	think	that	the	
doctrines	of	faith	and	grace	are	New	Testament	principles.	This	is	not	true.	In	fact,	Paul	used	a	
substantial	amount	of	Old	Testament	scripture	to	show	that	God’s	works	are	consistent	
throughout	history.	God	has	always	had	a	plan	to	judge	sin	and	darkness.	God	had	always	had	a	
plan	to	preserve	some	people	from	that	judgment.	The	means	by	which	He	preserves	people	has	
always	been	the	same.	The	preservation	of	God’s	people	has	nothing	to	do	with	our	ability	to	
escape	condemnation	or	earn	God’s	favor.	Though	God	provided	standards	of	righteousness	to	
follow	in	the	Law,	He	never	intended	the	Law	to	be	the	means	by	which	people	would	be	
preserved	from	judgment.	In	fact,	the	Bible	explains	that	the	Law	is	the	very	document	that	
proves	we	should	all	be	judged!	God’s	plan	was	always	to	exercise	His	authority	to	make	
declarations	and	perform	His	own	works	in	spite	of	the	reality	of	our	condition.		

The	Apostle	Paul	recognized	that	King	David	knew	this	principle,	proving	that	“justification	by	
faith”	was	not	a	new	concept.	The	manner	in	which	one	should	live	under	God’s	New	Covenant	
promises	was	declared	well	before	God	actually	fulfilled	the	promises.	God	gave	His	people	all	of	
the	revelation	and	information	necessary	to	live	under	the	covenant	of	grace	that	was	ratified	by	
His	own	blood.	David	knew	this	truth	and	wrote	about	it	in	the	scriptures.	Paul	explained	to	the	
church	that	“works”	are	not	the	means	by	which	one	is	considered	to	be	right	with	God.	By	
“works,”	Paul	meant	actions	that	reflect	outward	obedience	to	the	commands	of	God	in	the	Law.	
In	other	words,	people	cannot	escape	God’s	judgment	by	obeying	the	Law	because	the	Law	is	
impossible	to	obey.	The	Law	states	God’s	own	righteousness	and	we	can’t	match	it.		

Understanding	this,	David	explained	that	“blessedness”	comes	from	the	declaration	of	God,	not	
the	efforts	of	sinners.	The	word	“blessedness”	refers	to	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	eternally	
unconditional	promises.	The	“blessing”	that	David	referred	to	dealt	with	forgiveness	of	sins.	
Hence,	David	recognized	that	sin	was	an	unavoidable	reality	of	human	life,	but	God	is	willing	to	
forgive.	David	knew	that	this	forgiveness	came	by	God’s	merciful	and	gracious	will,	not	human	
efforts	to	“be	good	people.”	David	wrote	that	God	“imputes”	righteousness	in	spite	of	our	
inability	to	match	God’s	righteousness.	The	word	“imputes”	is	the	Greek	word	“logizomai”	again,	
which	is	the	Greek	word	translated	“accounted”	in	Romans	4:3.	Today,	God	sees	faith	and	
considers	it	equal	to	righteousness	(even	though	it	isn’t).	According	to	the	language,	David	
taught	that	God	did	the	same	thing	then,	and	that	declaration	from	God	was	considered	“the	
blessing.”	Truly,	God	does	not	change!	
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Forgiven & Covered 
Scripture: Romans 4:7 – "Blessed [are those] whose lawless deeds are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered…” 
One	of	the	most	helpful	things	about	the	Bible	is	when	the	New	Testament	quotes	the	Old	
Testament.	When	this	happens,	we	can	make	comparisons	to	the	context	and	language	to	get	a	
much	more	robust	understanding	of	certain	concepts.	Here,	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about	what	
it	is	to	be	“blessed”	and	did	so	by	quoting	an	Old	Testament	psalm	of	David	–	Psalm	32.	Paul	
quoted	this	psalm	in	order	to	explain	that	justification	by	faith	has	ALWAYS	been	God’s	method	
of	blessing	His	people	–	even	during	the	days	of	the	Law.	When	God’s	people	know	what	a	
“blessing”	of	God	is,	we	can	clearly	see	how	God	has	been	working	all	along,	and	then	better	
appreciate	the	favor	that	He	gives	in	spite	of	who	we	are.		

According	to	the	Bible,	righteousness	DOES	NOT	come	by	the	things	we	do.	Righteousness	is	
“accounted”	to	unrighteous	people	by	the	authority	of	God.	As	such,	righteousness	is	equal	to	the	
blessing	of	God.	Based	on	the	declaration	of	King	David,	those	who	are	“blessed”	are	those	who	
have	been	forgiven	and	whose	sins	are	covered.	Righteousness	comes	by	God’s	willingness	to	
forgive	AND	cover	sins.	The	Greek	word	for	“forgiveness”	explains	that	“forgiveness”	is	equal	to	
the	work	God	does	to	separate	us	from	“lawlessness,”	which	refers	to	offense	against	God’s	
standards	of	righteousness	as	declared	in	the	Law.	The	idea	is	better	illustrated	in	the	Old	
Testament.	The	word	“forgiven”	in	the	Hebrew	language	is	mostly	translated	into	the	English	
word	“bear.”	It	is	used	in	Leviticus	16:22	to	describe	how	the	“scapegoat”	was	to	“bear”	the	sin	
of	Israel	on	the	Day	of	Atonement,	and	then	be	sent	out	of	the	camp.	The	“scapegoat”	would	take	
the	sins	of	Israel	and	“leave.”	This	is	a	picture	of	Jesus	Christ	taking	the	sins	of	believers.	
Likewise,	the	Hebrew	word	is	used	to	describe	the	breastplate	of	the	high	priest	that	symbolized	
the	high	priest	“bearing”	the	children	of	Israel	upon	his	shoulders	like	Jesus	as	our	Great	High	
Priest!		

The	word	“covered”	is	equally	as	intense.	The	word	that	Paul	used	to	describe	the	“covering”	is	
actually	an	exaggerated	word	to	show	that	absolutely	no	resemblance	of	the	covered	substance	
will	be	seen.	It	is	the	same	word	used	in	the	Old	Testament	to	describe	the	amount	of	water	used	
to	flood	the	Earth	in	the	days	of	Noah.	It	is	used	in	the	Law	to	explain	how	the	Mercy	Seat	was	to	
“cover”	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant.	It	was	used	in	Ezekiel	Chapter	16	to	explain	how	God	“covered”	
the	shameful	nakedness	of	Israel.	This	is	how	salvation	takes	place;	by	God’s	authority	and	work.	
This	is	what	a	blessing	is.	This	is	why	God	is	righteous	and	we	are	not.	This	is	why	our	lives	
should	be	progressive	expressions	of	gratitude	through	praise	and	worship	as	He	teaches	us	
these	things	of	Himself	and	His	work	through	Jesus!		
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Preserved from Sin 
Scripture: Romans 4:8 – "Blessed [is the] man to whom the LORD shall not 
impute sin." 
The	Bible	plainly	teaches	that	salvation	comes	by	the	grace	of	God	and	not	by	the	works	and	
goodness	of	men	and	women	so	that	NO	ONE	will	have	ANYTHING	to	boast	of	before	God	in	
heaven.	While	this	is	a	simple	idea	in	concept,	it	is	a	complex	idea	in	practice.	As	people,	we	want	
to	continue	to	“perform.”	The	problem	is	that	often	we	try	to	do	works	that	seem	right	to	us	
though	they	may	not	be	right	according	to	God.	We	often	seek	to	perform	well	for	people	in	
order	to	please	them	at	the	expense	of	pleasing	the	Lord.	Often	times	we	equate	the	pleasure	we	
give	to	people	as	being	a	sign	of	God’s	own	pleasure.	This	simply	isn’t	true	and	is	completely	
opposite	of	what	the	Bible	teaches	concerning	salvation	and	how	we	should	respond	to	it.	The	
Bible	goes	over	the	concept	of	“justification	by	faith”	over-and-over	again	in	order	to	remind	us	
of	how	our	position	in	the	Lord	came	to	pass	because	we	are	prone	to	forget	and	fail.		

The	Apostle	Paul	didn’t	rely	on	his	own	understanding	to	teach	these	difficult	points	to	the	
church	in	Rome.	Paul	quoted	scripture	to	make	his	points	known.	Paul	quoted	scripture	to	
explain	that	his	thoughts	and	teachings	were	merely	reflective	of	God’s	own	thoughts	and	
teachings	as	previously	declared	in	the	holy	scriptures.	Paul	explained	that	it	is	IMPOSSIBLE	for	
human	effort	or	awareness	to	be	involved	in	our	salvation	because	salvation	comes	in	the	form	
of	a	blessing	from	God.	According	to	scripture,	the	blessing	of	God	comes	by	the	work	God	does	
to	preserve	His	people	from	the	consequence	of	sin.	This	work	does	not	involve	the	people	of	
God.	The	people	of	God	are	merely	beneficiaries	of	the	work	God	does	according	to	His	own	
mercy,	grace,	and	faithfulness.		

Paul	quoted	Psalm	32:1-2	to	explain	his	point.	There,	King	David	wrote	that	those	who	are	
blessed	are	those	who	the	Lord	does	not	“impute”	sin	upon.	When	Paul	wrote	this	in	the	Greek	
language,	he	used	the	Greek	word	“logizomai”	again,	which	is	the	word	used	in	Romans	4:3	
when	he	quoted	the	scriptures	to	say	that	“Abraham	believed	and	it	was	accounted	to	him	as	
righteousness.”	Genesis	15:6	used	a	financial	term	to	explain	that	God	considered	Abraham’s	
faith	as	equal	to	His	righteousness	even	though	it	wasn’t.	David	used	the	same	word	in	Psalm	32,	
and	Paul	used	the	same	language	to	show	that	the	scriptures	agree	with	each.	Those	who	are	
“blessed”	are	those	who	are	justified	by	faith.	Those	who	are	justified	by	faith	are	those	who	
when	God	sees	their	faith	in	Him	and	His	promises,	considers	that	faith	to	be	equal	to	His	
righteousness.	When	God	makes	this	declaration,	He	forgives	sins	and	covers	them	to	the	extent	
that	He	removes	sin.	God	does	not	“account”	for	sin	in	the	life	of	a	sinner!	According	to	Jeremiah	
50:2,	God	doesn’t	count	sin	towards	a	sinner	because	of	the	work	He	does	to	“preserve”	His	
people.	In	other	words,	the	sins	of	sinners	can’t	be	found	in	the	day	of	judgment	because	God	
preserves	the	faith	of	His	people	unto	life,	thereby	separating	them	from	judgment	that	He	
brings	against	sin.	Where	is	the	involvement	or	“goodness”	of	humans?		
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Horse Before the Cart 
Scripture: Romans 4:9-10 – [Does] this blessedness then [come] upon the 
circumcised [only], or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith 
was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How then was it accounted? 
While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 
while uncircumcised. 

You	can’t	drive	a	cart	unless	the	horse	is	pulling	it.	This	simple	principle	shows	that	there	needs	
to	be	an	order	to	certain	things.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	same	is	true	of	salvation.	
There	is	an	order	that	God	ordained	for	which	things	must	take	place	in	order	for	eternal	life	to	
work	properly.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	people	receive	His	approval	on	account	of	the	
authority	He	exercises	to	declare	one	as	righteous	when	He	sees	faith.	This	happens	on	the	basis	
of	God’s	gracious	nature.	He	shows	mercy	to	keep	from	punishing	those	who	deserve	
condemnation	and	when	God	opens	the	eyes	of	His	people	to	see	His	revelation	of	righteousness	
with	understanding,	He	declares	that	person	as	righteous	even	though	there	is	still	sin.		

Paul	sought	to	explain	this	principle	to	prove	that	we	are	not	saved	by	works.	This	is	because	
God	did	work	first,	and	Paul	used	history	to	prove	this.	Paul	originally	quoted	King	David	in	
Psalm	32	to	explain	that	“justification”	is	equal	to	God’s	blessings.	He	then	spoke	of	that	blessing	
as	being	the	essence	of	God’s	promise	to	Abraham.	God	“accounted”	righteousness	to	Abraham	
as	“the	blessing.”	This	blessing	came	on	account	of	faith.	Consider	the	testimony	of	Abraham	to	
see	the	order	of	God’s	work.	God	called	Abraham	to	leave	his	hometown	of	Haran	and	go	to	
Canaan	in	Genesis	Chapter	12.	Abraham	was	75-years	old	at	that	time.	Genesis	15:6	shows	the	
moment	when	Abraham	believed	and	was	counted	as	righteous.	Genesis	17:26	documents	the	
moment	when	he	and	his	son	Ishmael	were	circumcised.	Abraham	was	99-years	old	at	that	time.	
One	year	later	in	Genesis	21:5,	God’s	promised	son	Isaac	as	born	when	Abraham	was	100.		

Notice	that	God	considered	Abraham	to	be	righteous	nearly	25	years	before	Abraham	was	
circumcised.	So	then,	how	can	the	“works”	of	circumcision	be	sufficient	to	justify	Abraham	if	he	
was	justified	long	before	God	even	gave	the	command	to	do	the	work?	Since	circumcision	is	an	
outward	sign	of	the	removal	of	the	flesh,	clearly	the	order	of	God’s	work	shows	that	faith	comes	
before	the	removal	of	the	flesh.	We	are	justified	by	faith	before	we	are	separated	from	the	flesh.	
It	is	the	sanctifying	work	of	God	after	justification	that	separates	us	from	the	flesh.	So	we	don’t	
clean	up	to	please	God.	God	reveals	Himself,	opens	our	eyes	to	see	His	revelation,	sparks	faith,	
and	then	declares	us	as	righteous	because	He	already	approved	us	by	grace.	Works	come	as	a	
result	of	this,	NOT	to	enable	this.		
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The Prototype 
Scripture: Romans 4:11-12 – And he received the sign of circumcision, a 
seal of the righteousness of the faith which [he had while still] 
uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though 
they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 
and the father of circumcision to those who not only [are] of the 
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father 
Abraham [had while still] uncircumcised. 

There	are	many	who	feel	that	it	is	required	to	“clean	up”	before	coming	to	God.	This	is	a	false	
doctrine	that	is	rooted	in	the	lies	of	the	devil	but	has	unfortunately	been	perpetuated	by	the	
church.	According	to	the	Bible,	“justification”	is	when	God	exercises	His	supreme	authority	and	
righteousness	to	declare	a	person	righteous	even	though	they	are	not.	It	happens	on	account	of	a	
financial	transaction	of	sorts.	God	considers	“faith”	as	being	equal	to	His	righteousness	(even	
though	its	not)	when	faith	is	focused	on	trust	in	Jesus’	identity,	purposes,	and	promises.	In	other	
words,	when	we	recognize	that	we	can’t	meet	God’s	expectations	for	righteousness	but	look	to	
the	testimony	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	and	trust	it	as	true,	God	will	forgive	our	sin	
and	consider	us	righteous	in	spite	of	failure.		

According	to	Paul,	God	has	always	taught	that	His	eternal	blessings	come	this	way.	He	used	the	
testimony	of	Abraham	to	prove	this	point.	Abraham	was	declared	righteous	by	God	almost	
twenty-five	years	before	he	was	circumcised.	Long	before	God	gave	a	command	for	Abraham	to	
perform	“a	work,”	God	considered	Abraham	“righteous”	because	Abraham	believed	God	
concerning	His	promises	and	the	means	by	which	they	would	come.	This	is	why	Paul	called	
“circumcision”	a	“sign”	of	justification.	The	reason	that	Paul	focused	on	circumcision	was	
because,	in	the	eyes	of	the	Jews,	so	long	as	a	man	was	circumcised,	they	were	a	child	of	Abraham	
and	an	heir	to	the	promises	God	made	to	him.	Paul’s	point	is	that	God	never	intended	things	to	
be	that	way.		

Paul	taught	that	Abraham	is	“a	father”	to	all	who	are	to	be	saved,	or	eternally	blessed	of	God.	
This	means	that	Abraham	is	the	prototype	for	God’s	work	of	salvation.	Since	God	saw	faith	and	
declared	righteousness	before	Abraham	performed	any	works,	the	“works”	of	Abraham	were	
merely	the	results	of	his	justification,	not	the	cause.	Thus,	we	don’t	“get	clean”	before	coming	to	
God.	Cleansing	is	the	results	of	God’s	calling	upon	someone’s	life.	The	manner	in	which	God	
worked	in	Abraham’s	live	is	the	manner	in	which	God	promises	to	work	in	everyone’s	life.	We	
will	never	be	considered	righteous	by	what	we	do.	We	will	be	declared	righteous	based	on	what	
we	believe	as	true	of	God	and	His	promises.	The	works	to	remove	the	flesh	will	be	God’s	
authentication	that	we	have	indeed	been	justified	by	His	grace.		
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Heirs of the Promise 
Scripture: Romans 4:13 – For the promise that he would be the heir of the 
world [was] not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 

The	Bible	refers	to	God’s	people	as	“children”	for	many	reasons.	One	of	the	primary	reasons	that	
the	Bible	uses	this	language	is	because	of	the	“inheritance”	that	God	promises	His	people.	In	this	
sense,	God	is	“the	Father”	and	desires	to	give	an	“inheritance”	to	His	children.	An	inheritance	is	
the	declaration	of	a	gift	from	one	person	to	another.	An	inheritance	is	traditionally	given	when	a	
person	dies	and	certain	goods	then	become	the	possession	of	those	declared	as	“heirs.”	This	
describes	the	Gospel.	The	Father,	who	is	the	Creator	of	all	things,	desires	to	share	and	give	His	
possession	to	His	“children.”	It	is	the	death	of	Jesus	as	God	in	flesh	that	enables	this	inheritance	
to	be	made	freely	available	to	those	who	believe.	Since	a	person	doesn’t	have	to	“earn”	an	
inheritance	from	a	deceased	relative,	neither	do	the	children	of	God.		

This	is	the	point	that	the	Apostle	Paul	sought	to	teach.	He	used	Abraham’s	testimony	as	an	
example	to	the	Jews	that	God’s	promises	were	never	offered	with	the	mandate	to	“earn”	them.	
The	Law	of	Moses	was	NEVER	the	means	by	which	God’s	people	inherited	His	promises.	The	
Bible	explains	that	people	are	generally	ignorant	of	God’s	actual	promises,	which	is	why	so	many	
people	are	confused	about	the	means	by	which	He	fulfills	them.	According	to	the	scriptures,	God	
promised	Abraham	that	he	would	be	“the	heir	of	the	world.”	This	promise	first	came	to	
Abraham,	then	Isaac,	and	also	Jacob.	God	promised	that	“the	seed”	of	Abraham	would	“bless	all	
of	the	families	of	the	earth.”	Thus,	the	promise	that	God	made	is	rooted	in	God’s	desire	to	make	
Abraham	and	his	descendants	heirs	of	“the	world.”		

Here	it	is	important	to	understand	who	the	“seed”	of	Abraham	is.	According	to	Genesis	17:18-21,	
Isaac	is	the	primary	and	literal	“seed”	of	Abraham.	Romans	2:29	explains	that	the	“seed”	of	
Abraham	also	refers	generally	to	the	Jewish	people	that	live	according	to	the	faith	of	Abraham.	
Galatians	3:29	explains	that	all	believers	–	Gentiles	as	well	as	Jews	–	are	the	seed	of	Abraham	
when	we	live	according	to	the	faith	he	possessed.	This	is	because	the	true	“Seed”	of	Abraham	
was	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	based	on	Galatians	3:16.	Hence,	access	into	the	promise	and	
inheritance	of	God	has	nothing	to	do	with	literal	DNA,	much	less	circumcision	or	adherence	to	
commands	and	statutes.	Paul’s	point	is	that	God’s	promise	was	made	on	the	basis	of	grace	like	
any	other	inheritance.	God	made	this	promise	430	years	before	God	gave	the	commands	of	the	
Law,	showing	that	God	desired	“children”	to	“inherit”	His	“blessing”	(Messiah)	long	before	Moses	
came	along.	Hence,	we	are	made	“heirs”	by	being	Abraham’s	children	in	the	likeness	of	his	faith,	
not	works,	since	works	had	no	value	at	the	time	God	made	His	promises.		
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The Need for Faith 
Scripture: Romans 4:14-15 – For if those who are of the law [are] heirs, 
faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, because the law brings 
about wrath; for where there is no law [there is] no transgression. 

Over	the	years,	many	have	dismissed	the	“salvation	by	works”	issue	as	a	situation	that	pastors	
and	full-time	ministry	leaders	are	appointed	to	address.	This	is	not	true.	This	sort	of	improper	
thinking	should	offend	all	of	God’s	people	because	of	the	way	this	type	of	thinking	diminishes	
the	value	of	God,	His	Word,	His	promises,	and	the	means	by	which	they	are	fulfilled.	In	other	
words,	those	who	are	indifferent	to	the	idea	that	salvation	can	come	by	works	are	indifferent	to	
Jesus	Christ	who	is	the	Word	of	God	as	God	in	flesh	and	the	Messiah,	the	fulfiller	of	God’s	
eternally	unconditional	promises.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	ideas	that	God’s	“blessings”	(justification/forgiveness	of	sins)	
coming	by	the	Law	creates	problems	concerning	faith	and	God’s	previous	declarations.	Paul	
used	strong	language	to	prove	his	point.	He	wrote	that	if	God’s	“blessing”	comes	by	the	law	then	
faith	is	“made	void.”	The	Greek	word	for	“void”	is	the	word	“kenoo,”	which	is	the	same	word	
used	to	describe	how	Jesus	“emptied	Himself”	when	He	came	in	the	form	of	a	bondservant.	
Recall	that	when	God	saw	Abraham’s	faith,	He	credited	it	to	Abraham	as	righteousness	
according	to	His	declaration	by	the	Word.	Since	God’s	declaration	came	before	the	Law	and	any	
other	works	that	Abraham	did,	then	the	idea	that	God’s	“blessing”	comes	by	the	Law	makes	
God’s	previous	declaration	to	Abraham	“empty.”	What	good	is	God’s	declaration	to	Abraham	at	
that	time	if	God	was	just	going	to	require	Abraham	to	perform	works	later?	This	makes	God’s	
promise	to	Abraham	at	the	beginning	of	“no	effect,”	which	means	that	it	is	valueless.	What	good	
are	God’s	promises	if	He	makes	them	to	Himself	only	to	require	performance	from	people	that	
can’t	perform	to	meet	His	standards?	

The	idea	that	God’s	“blessing”	can	come	by	works	of	the	Law	is	also	problematic	for	the	Law	
itself.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	gave	the	Law	to	reveal	His	righteousness,	and	by	extension,	
reveal	our	sin.	The	Law	shows	God’s	holy	righteousness	and	defines	all	mankind	as	
transgressors	in	need	of	correction.	If	mankind	can	fulfill	the	Law	to	please	God	by	His	
standards,	then	the	Law	is	not	functioning	as	God	designed	because	it	is	not	pointing	out	flaws.	If	
the	Law	can	be	fulfilled	and	manipulated	so	that	people	match	God’s	righteousness,	then	there	is	
no	transgression.	If	that’s	the	case,	why	did	God	take	the	form	of	flesh	to	die	for	sin?	Is	the	
revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	so	weak	that	it	can’t	point	out	our	sins?	See,	the	idea	that	we	
can	receive	God’s	“blessing”	by	any	means	other	than	faith	alone	is	blasphemous	since	it	
questions	God’s	ability,	revelation,	and	righteousness.		
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The Promise Made Sure 
Scripture: Romans 4:16 – Therefore [it is] of faith that [it might be] 
according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not 
only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all. 

The	folly	of	human	history	should	be	enough	compelling	evidence	to	prove	to	all	of	mankind	that	
the	promises	of	God	CANNOT	come	by	way	of	human	merits	and	effort.	Consider	how	many	men	
and	women	have	ventured	to	do	good	things	but	failed	for	various	reasons.	People	have	been	
handicapped	in	various	ways	from	doing	things	that	seem	noble,	which	proves	how	limited	
people	actually	are	in	ability.	If	our	entrance	into	the	kingdom	of	God	were	really	up	to	our	
ability,	would	we	have	much	confidence	in	our	ability	to	qualify?	Many	don’t	even	have	
confidence	to	qualify	for	much	less	let	alone	the	opportunity	to	enter	into	God’s	kingdom.		

This	is	why	God	set	out	to	ensure	that	justification	comes	by	faith.	One	of	the	fundamental	
attributes	of	God	is	that	He	is	gracious.	God	sought	to	reveal	Himself	as	gracious	by	extending	
forgiveness	of	sins	though	those	sins	warrant	eternal	condemnation.	The	reason	that	God	
instituted	the	principle	of	“justification	by	faith”	is	because	this	process	enables	God	to	reveal	
His	gracious	nature.	If	not	for	this	manner	of	salvation,	then	God’s	people	would	never	know	His	
nature	as	gracious.	Thus,	“there	we	all	go	but	by	the	grace	of	God…”	

It	is	the	grace	of	God	that	enable	ALL	people	to	receive	the	benefits	that	God	desires	to	give.	How	
tragic	would	it	be	if	the	God	who	describes	Himself	as	“love”	made	His	essence	only	available	to	
men	and	women	that	were	descendants	of	Abraham?	Could	God	be	“love”	if	His	benefits	only	
came	to	those	who	were	circumcised?	How	could	God	say	that	“His	mercy	endures	forever”	if	so	
many	people	were	restricted	from	His	blessing	based	on	the	year	they	were	born	–	either	before	
the	authoring	of	the	Law,	or	in	modern	times	when	the	Law	is	largely	discredited	and	neglected?		

God	IS	eternally	merciful	so	that	His	grace	transcends	everything.	God	desires	to	bring	many	
people	to	Himself	as	heirs	to	His	promises.	It	is	BECAUSE	our	forgiveness	comes	by	faith	that	His	
blessing	is	real.	God	desires	to	declare	His	people	as	righteous	in	order	to	show	grace,	and	it	is	
that	demonstration	of	grace	that	assures	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises	“to	all	seeds,”	referring	
to	both	Jews	and	Gentiles.	If	not	for	the	grace	of	God,	our	forgiveness	would	be	dependent	on	our	
works.	Thankfully,	we	can	be	sure	of	our	position	in	the	Lord	because	of	God’s	declaration	and	
the	faith	He	implanted	in	us	when	He	opened	our	eyes	to	the	revelation	of	His	righteousness!			
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Saved by Power! 
Scripture: Romans 4:17 – (As it is written, "I have made you a father of 
many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives 
life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they 
did… 

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.	In	other	words,	those	who	have	the	approval	of	
God	are	forgiven	of	sins,	not	because	of	an	improvement	in	behavior	or	attitude,	but	because	a	
person	trusts	in	the	declarations	of	God’s	promises	and	the	means	by	which	He	fulfils	them.	The	
true	children	of	God	are	not	made	heirs	of	God’s	promises	because	of	merits	or	the	absence	of	
certain	evils	committed.	The	people	of	God	are	made	heirs	of	eternal	life	because	God’s	nature	is	
gracious	and	His	grace	is	sufficiently	POWERFUL	to	change	the	condition	from	corrupt	to	
incorrupt;	dead	to	life.	Those	who	receive	the	benefits	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	
are	not	those	who	do	a	good	job	being	“good	people.”	Those	who	receive	God’s	eternally	
unconditional	promises	are	those	who	trust	in	the	power	of	God	to	change	our	wicked	nature.		

The	Apostle	Paul	went	great	lengths	to	prove	this	foundational,	yet	complicated	concept.	Paul	
proved	his	points	by	quoting	scripture	correctly	in	context	in	order	to	reveal	lessons	that	God	
had	been	teaching	all	along.	Paul	proved	that	we	are	saved	by	the	power	of	God	that	is	made	
manifest	in	His	Word	by	reminding	the	children	of	Israel	how	they	came	to	be	through	“father	
Abraham.”	Quoting	Genesis	17:4-5,	Paul	reminded	the	Jews	that	God	“made”	Abraham	“a	father”	
of	many	nations.	When	God	made	this	declaration,	Abraham	was	99	years	old	–	well	past	the	
years	of	reproductive	fertility.	Abraham	was	able	to	have	a	son	because	God	enabled	him.	When	
God	approached	Abraham	in	Genesis	Chapter	17,	He	introduced	Himself	as	El	Shaddai	–	the	Lord	
God	Almighty!	It	was	God’s	power	that	enabled	one	“as	good	as	dead”	to	be	a	father.		

Here	it	is	important	to	notice	the	timing	of	God’s	declaration.	God	spoke	to	Abraham	in	the	past	
tense	concerning	his	identity	as	a	“father	of	many	nations”	though	the	heir	of	God’s	promise	
(Isaac)	was	not	born	for	another	year.	The	power	of	God’s	declaration	was	sufficient	to	make	
Abraham	a	father	even	before	he	was	able	to	experience	the	physical	manifestation	of	the	
fulfillment	of	God’s	promise.	The	power	of	God’s	Word	was	so	sure	that	God	even	changed	
Abraham’s	name	(from	Abram)	to	assure	him	of	the	certainty	of	fatherhood.	Paul	compared	the	
power	of	that	declaration	to	the	power	of	God’s	Word	to	raise	the	dead	as	seen	with	Jesus	raising	
Lazarus,	AND	the	power	of	God’s	Word	to	form	the	heavens	and	the	earth	out	of	nothing!	Since	
God’s	Word	is	so	powerful	to	do	these	things,	His	declarations	of	forgiveness	are	sufficient	to	
transform	the	heart,	resurrect	the	spiritually	dead,	and	impart	eternal	life.	Just	as	Abraham	was	
unable	to	help	God	in	the	simple	act	of	being	a	father,	we	too	are	unable	to	help	God	with	far	
greater	spiritual	matters.	Thus,	we	should	all	thank	El	Shaddai	for	our	position	of	privilege	for	
sharing	His	power	unto	our	benefit!			
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The Integrity of God 
Scripture: Romans 4:18 – Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that 
he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So 
shall your descendants be." 

The	Bible	teaches	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith,”	which	means	that	the	manner	in	which	God’s	
people	receive	God’s	approval	is	EXCLUSIVELY	by	faith	and	NOT	AT	ALL	by	works.	There	is	
nothing	anyone	or	any	group	can	do	to	please	God	if	He	is	not	the	chief	motivator	and	
manufacturer	of	the	work.	The	only	way	it	is	possible	for	God	to	be	both	the	motivator	and	
manufacturer	of	a	work	that	He	is	pleased	with	is	when	His	people	possess	the	Holy	Spirit	and	
walk	according	to	the	Spirit.	The	only	way	to	receive	the	Holy	Spirit	is	through	faith	in	the	
identity	and	purpose	of	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	the	sole	administrator	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	all	simply	
comes	down	to	faith.	The	Bible	clearly	states	that	without	faith,	it	is	IMPOSSIBLE	to	please	God.	
Here’s	why…	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	Abraham	is	the	prototype	for	salvation	as	“the	father	of	faith.”	We	
can	look	to	the	testimony	of	Abraham	and	see	that	he	was	“approved”	by	God,	being	declared	
righteous	by	God,	even	to	the	extent	that	he	is	called	a	“friend”	of	God.	Looking	to	Abraham,	we	
can	see	what	pleases	God.	The	Bible	plainly	says	that	“Abraham	believed	and	God	counted	it	to	
him	as	righteousness.”	In	Romans	4:18	Paul	wrote	that	Abraham	believed	in	God’s	promise	that	
he	would	be	the	father	of	a	great	nation.	According	to	Paul,	Abraham	had	this	“hope”	even	
contrary	to	“hope.”	This	means	that	God’s	promise	didn’t	make	any	logical	sense.	How	would	a	
seventy-five-year-old	man	have	a	child	with	an	old	woman	well	passed	the	years	of	child	
bearing?	Though	God’s	promise	didn’t	make	“logical”	sense	according	to	human	rationale,	
Abraham	had	hope	anyway	because	of	what	he	know	of	God.	

The	point	Paul	was	trying	to	make	about	faith	is	that	faith	communicates	our	understanding	and	
acceptance	of	God.	Faith	communicates	our	trust	in	God’s	person,	purpose,	and	promise,	
regardless	of	the	way	circumstances	look.	Abraham	had	hope	that	seemed	irrational	because	He	
trusted	that	God’s	power	transcended	human	rationale.	He	trusted	that	God’s	power	was	greater	
than	human	handicaps.	Notice	that	it	was	the	Word	that	Abraham	trusted	in	because	the	Word	
was	the	means	by	which	God	revealed	His	character.	This	is	why	“faith”	is	so	important	to	God.	It	
resembles	our	affirmation	that	God’s	Word	is	true	and	that	we	trust	He	is	who	He	says	AND	
proves	He	is.	Faith	is	sufficient	to	make	us	heirs	of	God’s	blessings	because	faith	is	the	agreement	
that	God	is	supreme	in	authority,	power,	and	goodness.	Regardless	of	how	Abraham’s	life	
seemed,	he	trusted	that	God	had	integrity	to	do	what	He	said.	We	trust	in	the	promises	of	people	
based	on	the	quality	of	their	integrity	and	reputation.	Abraham	believed	God	regardless	of	how	
much	sense	God	made	because	he	believed	that	God	had	the	utmost	integrity	and	supreme	
reputation	as	the	One	True	Living	God.	This	is	saving	faith!		
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Powered by Faith unto Works 
Scripture: Romans 4:19-20 – “And not being weak in faith, he did not 
consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. He did not waver at the promise of 
God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God…” 

The	Bible	teaches	that	we	should	all	walk	by	faith	and	not	by	sight.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	we	
are	to	walk	as	fools	that	don’t	think.	Instead,	we	are	to	focus	our	thoughts	on	the	Lord	who	
transcends	human	intelligence	and	ability.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	Abraham	is	the	“father	of	
our	faith”	as	a	prototype	of	how	our	faith	should	look.	Abraham	walked	“contrary	to	hope,”	
which	means	that	his	decisions	and	internal	convictions	weren’t	limited	to	what	“seemed”	
possible	according	to	the	observation	of	circumstances	and	human	limitations.	Abraham	hoped	
beyond	what	the	normal	person	who	didn’t	know	God	would	hope	for.	Abraham	placed	a	
confident	expectation	in	God	performing	a	supernatural	work	because	he	knew	that	God	was	
supernatural	in	essence	and	was	able	to	do	the	impossible.		

The	Bible	further	explains	that	such	trust	and	convictions	concerning	the	identity	and	integrity	
of	God	will	actually	stimulate	strength	and	ability	in	practical	ways.	Paul	wrote	that	Abraham	
was	not	weak	in	faith	but	was	weak	in	other	areas.	Abraham	was	strong	in	his	convictions	about	
God’s	ability;	but	he	and	his	wife	were	weak	in	the	physical	work	that	needed	to	be	done.	In	
Genesis	17:15-21	Abraham	laughed	at	God’s	promise	at	first.	God	said	Abraham	would	have	a	
son	and	that	he	would	be	named	Isaac	through	his	wife	Sarah.	At	first,	Abraham,	laughed	
because	he	understood	the	physical	circumstances	–	his	wife	being	89	years	old	and	he	being	99.	
That	didn’t	stop	God	from	making	His	promise.	Later	in	Genesis	18:11-14	Sarah	laughed	at	God	
too.	She	even	went	so	far	as	to	explain	a	more	candid	reality.	Could	they	even	be	motivated	to	
have	sex	at	that	age	in	order	to	conceive?	God	assured	them	again.		

Of	course,	Isaac	was	born	one	year	later	just	as	God	said.	According	to	scripture,	Abraham	and	
Sarah	were	physically	strengthened	by	the	faith	God	implanted	in	their	hearts	concerning	His	
ability.	Though	they	were	“as	good	as	dead”	and	lacked	sexual	interest	in	one	another	in	old	age,	
their	trust	in	God’s	promise	and	His	ability	to	do	the	work	inspired	them	to	be	intimate	with	one	
another	at	which	point	Sarah	conceived.	Abraham	didn’t	examine	the	validity	of	God’s	promises	
through	the	filter	of	his	circumstances.	He	examined	the	validity	of	God’s	promises	through	the	
filter	of	God’s	identity	and	integrity.	The	conviction	he	had	of	God	according	to	the	knowledge	he	
had	of	God	was	enough	to	build	confidence	to	perform	a	work	that	he	otherwise	had	no	interest	
in,	nor	the	physical	ability	to	do.		
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Fully Convinced 
Scripture: Romans 4:21 – “And being fully convinced that what He had 
promised He was also able to perform.” 
When	Jesus	walked	on	the	earth,	He	proclaimed	that	faith	equal	to	that	of	a	“mustard	seed”	
would	be	sufficient	to	“move	mountains.”	First,	Jesus	was	not	referring	to	moving	literal	
mountains.	Jesus	was	talking	about	spiritual	opposition	that	keeps	people	from	being	joined	to	
Him.	This	teaching	comes	from	the	testimony	of	Matthew	Chapter	17	where	Jesus	cast	out	a	
demon	from	a	man’s	son.	Jesus’	disciples	admitted	that	they	had	tried	to	cast	out	the	demon	but	
were	unable	even	though	Jesus	had	previously	equipped	them.	The	father	of	the	boy	proclaimed,	
“I	believe,	help	my	unbelief.”	Jesus	criticized	the	unbelief	of	everyone	in	that	moment.	The	issue	
in	that	moment	was	that	the	people	were	not	trusting	in	God’s	provision.	The	people	didn’t	
believe	in	God’s	promises	or	the	manner	in	which	He	was	fulfilling	them	in	the	flesh.		

The	second	fundamental	point	of	Jesus	in	that	testimony	deals	with	the	extent	of	faith	that	
empowers	one	to	“move	mountains.”	How	much	faith	is	required?	Jesus	said	that	we	only	need	
the	amount	of	faith	equivalent	to	a	mustard	seed.	Bible	historians	say	that	Jesus	wasn’t	referring	
to	the	mustard	seed	itself,	but	instead	the	tiny	pellets	inside	of	the	seed	shell!	Clearly	Jesus	is	not	
looking	for	much.	On	the	other	hand,	the	Apostle	Paul	spoke	of	faith	in	a	completely	different	
manner.	When	Paul	taught	about	how	the	just	shall	live	by	faith,	he	explained	that	the	prototype	
of	faith	actually	had	SIGNIFICANT	faith!	According	to	Paul,	Abraham	was	“fully	convinced”	of	the	
promises	God	made	concerning	the	future	birth	of	Isaac.	The	word	used	in	the	original	language	
is	a	compound	word	that	literally	describes	someone	“fully	clothed.”	Abraham’s	trust	in	the	
identity	and	integrity	of	God	was	equal	to	the	extent	of	someone	being	fully	clothed	–	nothing	
exposed	unto	embarrassment.	Abraham’s	faith	was	sufficient	to	cover	his	entire	essence.	

How	do	we	reconcile	the	two,	seemingly	contrasting	doctrines?	Jesus	said	we	don’t	need	much	
faith	to	please	Him	and	manage	our	walk	with	the	Lord.	Abraham	seemed	to	have	so	much	faith	
that	he	could	have	covered	his	whole	body	with	it.	The	ideas	are	actually	the	same.	Since	God	is	
the	one	that	justifies	the	ungodly,	He	makes	it	so	that	the	faith	of	a	mustard	seed	grain	is	
sufficient	to	cover	one’s	entire	essence.	Abraham	was	“fully	convinced”	that	God	would	give	him	
an	heir	as	a	son	because	of	what	Abraham	knew	of	God.	Abraham	knew	that	God	was	eternally	
transcendent,	sovereign	in	authority,	almighty,	merciful,	gracious	and	faithful.	Thus,	Abraham	
knew	that	God	would	do	what	He	said	because	it	would	have	been	consistent	with	what	
Abraham	knew	of	God’s	character	and	nature.	That	little	bit	of	understanding	that	Abraham	had	
of	God’s	identity	gave	him	a	little	bit	of	trust	in	God’s	promises,	which	was	sufficient	to	cover	the	
rest	of	Abraham’s	needs.		
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How It’s Done 
Scripture: Romans 4:22 – And therefore "it was accounted to him for 
righteousness." 
The	Bible’s	focus	on	the	concept	of	faith	is	an	important	truth	to	consider.	The	English	dictionary	
defines	“faith”	as:	allegiance	to	duty	or	a	person;	loyalty;	fidelity	to	one’s	promise;	something	
that	is	believed	especially	with	a	strong	conviction.	When	referring	to	the	Bible,	there	are	a	few	
questions	we	have	to	answer.	If	the	subject	of	faith	is	so	important	to	God,	what	is	the	quality	of	
“allegiance”	or	“duty”	that	He	is	seeking	from	His	people?	Who	does	God	want	His	people	to	be	
“loyal”	to?	Since	faith	is	based	on	a	promise,	what	“promise”	is	God	referring	to	and	how	are	we	
supposed	to	express	“fidelity”	to	it?	If	Biblical	faith	requires	us	to	“believe”	something	unto	a	
“strong	conviction,”	what	is	it	that	God	wants	us	to	believe?		

If	we	can’t	answer	these	questions	with	confidence,	what	does	it	say	about	our	“faith”?	
According	to	the	Bible,	it	is	impossible	to	please	God	without	faith.	This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	
went	to	such	great	lengths	to	explain	how	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	The	only	way	to	receive	
God’s	approval,	and	thus,	the	benefits	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises,	is	by	faith.	Paul	
taught	about	the	testimony	of	Abraham	–	the	father	of	our	faith	–	to	explain	what	faith	is	to	God.	
The	testimony	of	Abraham	explains	that	his	“allegiance”	and	“loyalty”	was	to	“the	Lord	God	
Almighty.”	The	“belief”	that	Abraham	had	was	in	the	declaration	of	God’s	promise	to	provide	a	
son	that	would	be	the	heir	of	a	unique	“blessing”	that	God	Himself	would	provide.	Abraham’s	
“duty”	was	performed	when	he	found	the	physical	strength	and	emotional	resolve	to	be	intimate	
with	his	wife	to	conceive	the	child	God	promised	regardless	of	how	the	circumstances	might	
have	made	their	efforts	seem	futile	or	the	outcome	impossible.		

Romans	4:22	explains	that	it	was	for	these	reasons	that	God	“accounted”	righteousness	unto	
Abraham.	Abraham	did	not	do	anything	righteous.	The	details	of	his	testimony	show	that	
Abraham	expressed	doubts	in	the	possibility	of	God’s	promises	and	did	foolish	things	that	
complicated	God’s	work.	Nevertheless,	God	looked	at	the	inward	conviction	of	Abraham,	and	
even	though	Abraham	had	flaws,	God	considered	Abraham’s	convictions	concerning	the	identity	
and	integrity	of	God	as	“righteousness.”	Though	Abraham	had	lapses	in	judgment	when	he	let	
the	circumstances	of	his	life	seem	bigger	than	the	God	he	trusted	in,	God	was	able	to	see	the	
deep	cervices	of	Abraham’s	heart	to	know	that	ultimately	Abraham	received	the	revelation	God	
provided,	cherished	it,	sought	to	understand	it,	desired	to	be	connected	to	God	by	His	
revelations,	and	desired	the	things	God	promised,	hoping	that	God	would	exercise	His	supreme	
authority	and	wisdom	to	get	the	work	done.	This	is	how	we	please	God.	This	is	true	Biblical	faith.	
This	is	how	the	unrighteous	receive	God’s	declaration	of	righteousness.		
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Saved By Glory We Don’t Have 
Scripture: Romans 4:23-25 – Now it was not written for his sake alone that 
it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe 
in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	This	concept	was	not	just	written	about,	but	
God	also	interceded	in	the	life	of	Abraham	to	teach	this	principle	through	his	testimony.	God	
initiated	contact	with	Abraham,	swore	a	promise	to	him,	and	began	to	make	efforts	to	confirm	
and	fulfill	that	promise.	God	did	these	things	without	Abraham	asking,	let	alone	earning.	The	
Bible	states	that	Abraham	received	God’s	revelation	and	got	to	know	God	by	the	revelation	He	
provided.	While	developing	a	relationship	with	God,	Abraham	learned	about	the	identity	and	
integrity	of	God,	realized	God	transcended	all	other	beings,	developed	trust	in	the	things	God	
said,	no	matter	how	absurd	or	impossible	God’s	Word	seemed.	When	Abraham	trusted	in	this	
way,	God	considered	that	trust	to	be	equal	to	righteousness	even	though	it	wasn’t.		

According	to	Paul,	Abraham’s	testimony	was	not	merely	an	instance	in	one	man’s	life	for	the	
benefit	of	that	one	man.	God	made	Abraham’s	testimony	public	by	documenting	his	life	in	
scripture	in	order	that	we	would	all	understand	the	means	by	which	one	is	declared	right	in	the	
eyes	of	God.	Notice	that	Paul	wrote	that	Abraham	was	not	“made”	righteous,	but	that	
righteousness	was	“imputed”	to	him	as	it	is	to	us	all.	The	true	blessing	of	God	is	the	“imputing”	of	
His	righteousness,	which	means	that,	though	we	are	unrighteous,	God	considers	the	trust	we	
have	in	His	identity	and	integrity	based	on	the	revelation	we	receive	from	Him	to	be	“righteous.”	
God	exercises	His	sovereign	authority	to	make	faith	equal	to	righteousness	though	it	is	not.	This	
is	mercy	and	grace	of	the	greatest	kind!	

However,	this	doesn’t	mean	that	God	is	playing	by	unfair	rules.	It	is	not	as	if	the	Father	just	
excuses	“offenses”	in	grace.	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	“offenses”	were	dealt	with	by	Jesus.	The	
word	“offenses”	literally	translates	into	“falling	away,”	referring	to	slip	ups.	Jesus	was	handed	
over	by	the	Father	so	that	He	could	suffer	unto	death	in	order	that	our	“slip	ups”	and	“falling	
away”	could	be	dealt	with,	thereby	making	the	exchange	in	faith	unto	righteous	a	legit	
transaction.	This	is	because	when	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead,	He	rose	unto	glory.	Jesus	alone	was	
able	to	raise	Himself	from	the	dead.	No	one	else	has	matched	that	feat.	The	glory	of	His	
resurrection	is	so	great	that	it	is	sufficient	to	cover	over	the	shame	of	our	offenses.	Jesus’	death	
paid	our	offenses	so	the	glory	of	His	resurrection	brings	us	to	the	God	we	fell	away	from	and	
props	us	up	when	we	slip.	We	do	nothing	but	receive	God’s	revelation.	He	does	all	the	rest!		
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The Benefit of Faith 
Scripture: Romans 5:1 – Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ… 
According	to	the	Bible,	one	of	the	chief	benefits	of	salvation	is	NOT	dwelling	in	heaven.	The	Bible	
teaches	that	one	of	the	chief	benefits	of	salvation	is	forgiveness	of	sins.	God	declared	His	war	
against	darkness	on	the	first	day	of	creation	when	He	said,	“Let	there	be	light.”	He	then	declared	
His	war	against	sin	in	Genesis	3:15	when	He	promised	to	destroy	the	devil	and	his	works	as	“the	
Seed	of	the	woman.”	God	promised	to	judge	sin	and	darkness	LONG	before	the	world	was	
populated	in	the	manner	that	we	observe	today.		Thus,	the	people	who	have	dwelt	in	the	world	
since	the	beginning	have	been	in	danger	of	God’s	wrath	against	the	darkness	of	this	world.		

Since	we	are	all	considered	sinners	at	the	moment	of	conception	then	we	were	all	born	as	
enemies	of	God,	and	thus,	subject	to	His	promise	to	destroy	sin	and	darkness.	In	that	God’s	
people	are	able	to	escape	this	tragedy	is	a	miracle	and	should	be	the	most	cherished	prize	of	all.	
Our	position	of	privilege	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	our	merits,	attitudes,	or	abilities.	God	swore	to	
judge	sin	and	sinners	who	live	according	to	darkness	but	took	it	upon	Himself	to	rescue	the	
humble	and	repentant.	The	scriptures	state	that	we	have	been	“justified	by	faith”	and	that	the	
results	of	that	justification	is	that	we	have	“peace	with	God.”	We	are	no	longer	enemies	of	God	
that	will	fall	as	victims	of	His	wrath;	no	longer	children	of	darkness	destined	for	condemnation;	
no	longer	soulless	organisms	in	bondage	to	sin.	Justification	has	allowed	us	to	be	in	harmony	
with	Him	in	order	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	His	goodness,	not	the	fierceness	of	His	wrath.		

Paul	wrote	that	“justification”	is	the	declaration	of	righteousness.	God	sees	faith	in	His	identity	
and	integrity	in	the	hearts	of	His	people	and	exercises	His	authority	to	consider	that	trust	as	
equal	to	His	own	righteousness	even	though	it	is	far	from	it.	Romans	5:1	states	that	we	are	able	
to	receive	this	declaration	“by	faith,”	which	means	“out	of	faith.”	Our	position	of	favor	with	the	
Lord	comes	“out	of	faith”	in	the	same	way	that	a	plant	grows	“out	of”	a	seed.	The	tree	will	not	
grow	apart	from	the	seed	no	more	than	a	person	will	be	justified	apart	from	faith.	The	“peace”	
that	we	enjoy	on	account	of	God’s	declaration	is	through	the	conduit	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	word	
“through”	is	a	preposition	that	describes	the	means	by	which	peace	is	distributed,	much	like	the	
means	by	which	water	travels	through	our	plumbing	to	our	sinks.	We	don’t	get	clean	water	by	
turning	knobs	on	a	closet.	We	get	water	by	turning	the	faucet	on	because	it	is	connected	to	the	
pipes	that	transport	the	water	from	the	source.	In	this	example,	Jesus	is	the	“pipe”	that	
transports	the	peace	of	God	to	those	who	live	by	faith.	This	benefit	is	not	available	by	any	other	
means	other	than	faith,	and	our	faith	MUST	be	in	the	object	of	Jesus	as	our	Lord/Master	and	
Christ/Savior,	and	the	exclusive	means	by	which	we	are	able	to	escape	God’s	judgment.		
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Access… 
Scripture: Romans 5:2a – Through whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God… 
What	is	the	value	of	Jesus?	Why	is	He	the	center	figure	of	our	worship	as	Christians?	Why	is	
Jesus	the	name	above	all	names?	Why	is	He	the	person	by	which	the	Bible	instructs	all	of	God’s	
people	to	place	hope?	The	Bible	teaches	–	from	Genesis	to	Revelation	–	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	
God.	This	title	refers	to	Jesus	as	God	in	flesh.	Jesus	is	the	physical	manifestation	of	ALL	of	the	
truth	of	God’s	identity.	Additionally,	Jesus	is	the	Messiah.	This	is	a	Hebrew	term	that	identifies	
the	One	the	Father	appointed	to	fulfill	ALL	of	His	promises.	Jesus	is	the	method	by	which	ALL	of	
the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	are	fulfilled.	In	other	words,	the	Father	took	the	
form	of	flesh	to	accomplish	His	own	work	to	fulfill	His	own	promises.		

Why	is	this	important	to	know?	We	have	to	consider	the	intensity	and	magnitude	of	the	
promises	of	the	Bible.	The	value	that	we	attribute	to	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	will	be	
directly	related	to	our	understanding	of	God’s	promises	and	our	natural	condition	in	
comparison.	If	the	Bible	is	true,	and	we	are	indeed	sinners	at	conception,	destined	to	eternal	
condemnation,	we	are	all	living	pitiful	and	worthless	lives.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	is	
merciful,	gracious,	forgiving,	longsuffering,	and	is	the	essence	of	love.	If	that	is	true,	how	do	we	
as	condemned	people	partake	of	the	benefits	of	God	if	our	sin	keeps	us	from	Him?	This	is	why	
Jesus	is	so	critical	to	our	life!	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	Jesus	is	the	means	by	which	we	have	
“access”	to	the	Father	and	the	benefits	that	come	with	His	promises.		

God’s	promises	are	founded	on	forgiveness.	Since	God	first	promised	to	judge	sin,	we	need	
forgiveness	if	we	desire	to	live.	Only	the	“just”	shall	live,	and	the	means	by	which	we	live	is	
through	faith.	We	must	trust	in	God’s	identity	and	the	power	He	has	to	transform	His	essence	to	
fulfill	His	own	promises,	doing	all	that	it	takes	to	get	the	job	done.	We	must	trust	in	the	integrity	
of	God	to	do	what	He	says,	knowing	that	He	is	faithful	despite	our	shortcomings	and	depravity.	It	
is	because	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	die	for	our	“offenses,”	slips,	falls,	and	failures	that	our	
faith	can	be	considered	equal	to	righteousness.	The	death	of	God	in	flesh	is	sufficient	to	pay	our	
debt	in	sin.	The	glory	of	Jesus’	resurrection	was	sufficient	to	connect	us	to	the	Father	despite	our	
physical	limitations.	Hence,	we	have	“access”	through	the	exclusive	channel	and	conduit	of	Jesus	
because	He’s	God.	Here,	the	word	“access”	refers	to	a	personal	introduction.	God	took	the	form	
of	flesh	to	pay	our	debt	that	kept	us	separated	from	Him	unto	condemnation,	so	that	if	we	trust	
in	this	truth,	we	can	escape	His	judgment	and	be	led	by	the	hand	into	His	own	glory	unto	eternal	
life!		
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Standing in Grace 
Scripture: Romans 5:2b – Through whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God… 
The	Bible	provides	several	testimonies	of	men	that	saw	the	presence	of	God.	Moses	saw	the	
presence	of	the	Lord	speaking	through	burning	bush.	Joshua	met	the	Lord	as	the	Commander	of	
the	Lord’s	armies.	The	prophet	Isaiah	had	a	vision	in	which	he	saw	the	glory	of	the	Lord.	The	
prophet	Elijah	had	a	similar	vision	and	got	to	see	the	glory	of	the	Lord.	The	Apostle	Paul	met	the	
Lord	on	the	Road	to	Damascus.	Peter,	James,	and	John	all	saw	the	glory	of	the	Lord	in	the	
Transfiguration.	The	Apostle	John	saw	the	glory	of	Jesus	again	when	he	was	taken	into	the	
throne	room	of	God	and	given	the	Book	of	Revelation	to	pen.	In	each	of	these	instances,	these	
men	fell	to	their	faces.	When	the	Lord	appeared	to	them,	the	glory	and	power	of	the	Lord	was	
simply	too	much	to	handle.	These	men	melted	to	the	floor	without	strength	or	ability	and	were	
greatly	humbled	showing	that	no	one	is	able	to	stand	before	the	Lord	of	glory.		

However,	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome	that	one	of	the	benefits	of	Biblical	faith	
in	Jesus	Christ	is	that	we	will	get	to	“stand”	before	the	Lord!	The	Bible	teaches	that	we	are	
justified	by	faith.	God	exercises	His	authority	to	consider	our	faith	in	His	identity	and	integrity	as	
equal	to	His	righteousness.	This	declaration	of	approval	from	God	is	made	effective	on	account	
of	the	work	that	God	did	Himself	as	Jesus	the	Christ.	It	is	because	of	the	identity	and	work	of	
Jesus	that	God’s	authority	is	validates,	which	then	enables	believers	to	have	peace	with	God.	
Though	we	are	conceived	and	born	as	enemies	of	God,	in	faith,	we	are	able	to	be	in	harmony	
with	God	on	account	of	God’s	declaration	upon	us.	The	results	of	this	peace	with	God	is	that	we	
get	“access”	to	the	Lord,	which	refers	to	the	personal	introduction	and	instruction	we	get	from	
the	Son	concerning	the	Father.	This	process	is	the	manifestation	of	God’s	grace	because	the	
beneficiaries	of	these	privileges	don’t	do	ANYTHING	other	than	believe	in	order	to	receive	them!		

Though	all	the	people	who	saw	the	glory	of	God	were	humbled	to	the	point	that	they	were	
broken	down	to	fall	on	their	faces,	the	work	of	Jesus	Christ	according	to	God’s	grace	is	sufficient	
to	enable	His	people	to	stand	before	Him!	We	should	fall	too,	but	we	GET	to	stand	because	of	
who	Jesus	is	and	what	He’s	done.	The	glory	of	His	resurrection	is	sufficient	to	conform	us	unto	
His	likeness	so	that	the	shame	of	our	sin	that	causes	us	to	fall	before	Him	is	done	away	with,	
enabling	us	to	stand!	Here,	it	is	CRITICAL	to	notice	the	tense.	Paul	said	that	we	currently	stand,	
which	means	that	the	same	grace	that	saved	us	from	judgment	is	the	grace	that	currently	
enables	us	to	stand!	We	don’t	believe	to	be	saved	then	do	works	to	stay	saved.	It	is	faith	in	the	
work	that	Jesus	has	done	that	enables	us	to	see	God	and	then	stand	before	Him	according	to	the	
likeness	of	His	own	glory!		
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The Hope of Glory 
Scripture: Romans 5:2c – Through whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God… 
The	Bible	teaches	that	the	understanding	of	the	work	that	God	does	to	justify	the	ungodly	should	
provoke	a	specific	response.	When	we	understand	the	benefits	that	our	mere-faith	brings	
according	to	the	grace	of	God,	the	children	of	God	should	be	compelled	to	respond	according	to	
the	magnitude	of	that	grace.	In	fact,	the	Bible	proclaims	that	those	who	have	indeed	been	saved	
by	the	grace	of	God	won’t	even	have	much	of	a	choice	to	think	about	the	response.	The	change	
that	God	orchestrates	will	supernaturally	consume	the	children	of	God	to	respond	with	rejoicing	
as	a	bi-product	of	the	overflow	of	God’s	grace.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	when	we	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	identity	and	see	the	
evidence	of	His	integrity	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ,	we	should	be	compelled	to	
rejoice.	When	we	are	led	by	the	hand	of	Jesus	to	be	introduced	to	the	glory	of	the	Father	we	
should	be	compelled	to	rejoice.	When	we	find	that	we	are	able	to	stand	in	the	presence	of	God	
instead	of	fall	as	dead	before	His	glory,	we	should	be	compelled	to	rejoice.	When	we	recognize	
that	our	position	in	the	Lord,	having	peace	with	Him,	is	on	account	of	the	overflow	of	His	own	
glory,	we	should	be	compelled	to	rejoice.	According	to	Psalm	150,	God	is	worthy	of	praise	on	
account	of	His	excellent	greatness	and	mighty	acts.	God’s	greatness	and	might	were	made	flesh	
through	Jesus.	According	to	Colossians	1:27	“the	hope	of	the	glory	of	God”	is	the	overflow	of	
God’s	grace	that	actually	dwells	in	us!	God’s	greatness,	glory	and	might	dwell	in	us!		

Our	understanding	of	the	“hope	of	the	glory	of	God”	is	important	to	our	willingness	to	rejoice	
and	praise	God.	According	to	Romans	8:18,	nothing	is	worthy	to	be	compared	to	the	hope	of	the	
glory	of	God	(which	dwells	in	us).	According	to	1	Corinthians	15:42-43,	the	hope	of	the	glory	of	
God	is	tied	to	His	promise	to	give	His	people	new	bodies	able	to	endure	the	full	majesty	His	
holiness	and	excellence	in	eternity	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	own	resurrection.	According	to	
Ephesians	1:18,	God	opened	the	eyes	of	His	people	to	recognize	the	hope	of	His	glory,	which	is	
the	essence	of	our	life	and	the	means	by	which	we	function	according	to	Colossians	3:4.	Though	
Peter	wrote	that	the	road	to	the	fulfillment	of	this	glory	requires	suffering,	the	Apostle	John	
wrote	that	our	possession	of	confidence	in	God	to	fulfill	His	promise	to	glorify	Himself	in	us	
eternally	is	the	very	means	by	which	our	souls	are	purified!	Revelation	21:10-11	explains	that	
the	glory	of	God	is	the	substance	that	radiates	from	God’s	pure	essence.	Thus,	the	hope	of	the	
glory	of	God	describes	the	confident	expectation	we	have	that	God	will	do	the	work	required	to	
make	us	one	with	Him	according	to	His	own	eternally	perfect	likeness!	How	could	we	not	rejoice	
over	that?	
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Bi-Product of Peace 
Scripture: Romans 5:3-4 – And not only [that], but we also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	ways	and	God’s	thoughts	are	NOTHING	like	ours.	The	Bible	teaches	
that	Abraham	believed	in	the	righteousness	of	God	and	even	though	he	was	not	righteous,	God	
exercised	His	authority	to	consider	Abraham’s	trust	in	Him	as	equal	to	righteousness	so	that	
Abraham	was	considered	“a	friend	of	God.”	The	fundamental	benefit	of	being	a	friend	of	God	
stems	from	the	revelation	we	receive	to	know	who	God	is	and	what	He’s	doing.	The	world	walks	
about	life	in	uncertainty,	but	the	children	of	God	who	are	made	friends	of	God	by	His	grace	know	
who	God	is	and	what	He	is	doing.	As	a	result,	we	can	have	peace.		

God’s	peace	is	two-fold.	First,	having	been	justified	by	faith,	we	have	peace	with	God	in	the	sense	
that	we	are	no	longer	enemies	of	God.	Since	we	are	conceived	in	sin,	we	are	born	as	enemies	of	
God	and	destined	for	eternal	condemnation	in	hell.	When	God	implants	faith	we	are	no	longer	
enemies,	and	thereby	separated	from	God’s	wrath!	We	are	put	in	harmony	with	God	so	that	we	
become	able	to	receive	the	benefits	of	His	goodness.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	this	form	of	
peace	produces	another	form	of	peace	that	he	calls	“hope.”	Once	we	have	peace	with	God,	we	are	
able	to	experience	the	peace	of	God	in	this	life.		

Paul	wrote	that	we	not	only	get	peace	with	God	and	access	to	His	divine	leadership	and	wisdom	
unto	the	right	to	stand	as	approved	before	Him,	but	we	also	gain	confidence	in	the	backwards	
ways	that	God	works.	We	“glory	in	tribulation.”	This	means	that	we	actually	boast	about	the	
challenges	we	endure	in	life	because	we	know	God	is	using	them	to	provide	results	that	
ultimately	benefit	us	in	eternity.	The	original	language	describes	“tribulation”	as	the	pressure	
caused	when	there	is	pressing	together	so	as	to	crush.	As	children	of	God,	having	peace	with	Him	
due	to	Jesus’	sacrifice	and	resurrection,	we	can	take	comfort	in	stressful	circumstances	because	
His	testimony	proves	that	we	are	heirs	to	His	promises	and	won’t	be	destroyed!	We	understand	
that	God	uses	these	trials	to	produce	“perseverance,”	which	is	better	translated	“steadfastness.”	
God	uses	the	trials	of	our	life	to	solidify	our	position	in	Him.	According	to	scripture,	this	
steadfastness	produces	“character,”	which	refers	to	the	proof	of	our	identity	in	the	Lord	through	
the	trial.	The	word	“character”	refers	to	the	approval	we	have	in	the	Lord.	In	other	words,	the	
work	God	does	in	our	lives	through	trials	proves	His	declaration	of	forgiveness	as	true.	When	we	
see	the	seal	of	God’s	ownership	of	our	lives	in	the	midst	of	trials,	we	grow	more	confident	in	His	
work	so	that	the	truth	of	His	identity	and	integrity	is	made	manifest	through	tribulations,	
proving	our	relationship	with	Him.		
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No Shame in the Lord 
Scripture: Romans 5:5 – Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to 
us. 

The	life	of	a	true	believer	can	be	discouraging	sometimes.	When	Jesus	taught	His	disciples,	He	
taught	that	a	servant	is	NOT	greater	than	their	master.	The	world	rejected	Jesus.	Jesus	assured	
His	followers	that	the	world	will	reject	us	too.	The	world	despised	Jesus.	The	world	will	despise	
us	too.	The	world	ridiculed	and	mocked	Jesus.	The	world	will	ridicule	and	mock	us	too.	
Nevertheless,	God	will	not	be	mocked!	Though	the	circumstances	of	Christian	living	look	pitiful	
and	sometimes	embarrassing,	the	Apostle	Paul	taught	the	church	that	we	need	to	change	our	
perspective	if	we	feel	this	way.		

The	Bible	plainly	teaches	that	our	hope	in	the	Lord	DOES	NOT	disappoint!	This	means	that	the	
confident	expectation	we	should	have	in	the	identity	of	the	Lord	and	in	His	integrity	to	do	what	
He	promises	in	the	Word	will	not	“disappoint.”	The	original	langue	describes	“disappointment”	
as	shame	or	embarrassment.	In	other	words,	our	trust	in	the	Lord	might	seem	embarrassing	
because	of	the	ways	the	world	responds	to	our	faith,	and	the	manner	in	which	many	of	us	are	
called	to	live	through	suffering	of	various	kinds.	There	is	nothing	embarrassing	or	shameful	
about	our	position	in	the	Lord.	People	will	call	us	stupid,	foolish,	weak,	and	broke.	That’s	fine.	
The	truth	is,	our	declaration	of	righteousness	on	account	of	Jesus	actually	removes	shame	and	
gives	us	peace	with	God.	We	need	to	remember	that	those	who	mock	God’s	people	are	enemies	
of	God.	Our	weakness	is	actually	strength.	It	is	they	who	mock	who	will	fall	in	shame	before	the	
Lord	while	the	Bible	assures	the	children	of	God	that	we	are	currently	able	to	stand	in	His	glory!	
Where	is	the	shame	in	that?		

How	can	we	be	so	sure	that	our	difficult	manner	of	living	will	ultimately	produce	a	good	result?	
Why	can	we	walk	in	confident	expectation	for	a	different	outcome	than	the	way	things	appear?	
The	Bible	teaches	that	“the	love	of	God”	has	been	poured	into	us	by	the	Spirit.	The	Bible	explains	
that	“the	love	of	God”	is	actually	the	revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	Love	is	
the	essence	of	God	taking	the	form	of	flesh	to	fulfill	His	own	eternally	unconditional	promises,	
and	the	manner	in	which	He	did	it.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	our	hearts	to	convict	us	of	the	
identity	of	Jesus	as	God	in	flesh.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	our	hearts	to	remind	us	of	the	results	
of	His	death,	the	resurrection,	and	the	ascension.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	our	hearts	to	testify	of	
Jesus	and	His	righteousness,	reminding	us	that	He	is	the	means	by	which	we	can	rejoice	in	God’s	
glory	rather	than	cower	in	fear	and	shame.	This	is	God’s	gift	to	us.	Where	is	the	shame	in	that?	
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The Timing of God’s Grace 
Scripture: Romans 5:6 – For when we were still without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. 
In	order	to	understand	the	workings	of	our	salvation,	it	is	important	that	we	look	at	the	timing	
of	the	work	that	God	executed	when	He	saved	us.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	Jesus	died	for	the	
ungodly	“when	we	were	still	without	strength.”	This	is	one	of	those	phrases	in	the	Bible	where	
the	English	translation	doesn’t	fully	communicate	the	full	extent	of	the	original	language.	The	
odd	phrasing	of	the	English	language	should	tip	us	off.	The	Bible	reads,	“when	we	were	still	
without	strength.”	Notice	that	there	are	two	different	tenses	used	in	this	phrase.	Paul	wrote	that	
Jesus	died	during	a	time	that	concerns	the	past	AND	the	present.	Jesus	died	during	a	time	that	
we	“were”	without	strength.	Jesus	also	died	during	a	time	where	we	are	“still”	without	strength.	
This	means	that	Jesus	died	at	a	time	where	we	had	no	strength	knowing	that	we	would	remain	
in	that	condition	even	after	His	work!		

So	what	does	it	mean	to	be	“without	strength?”	The	Greek	word	used	to	describe	the	absence	of	
strength	comes	from	the	word	“astheneo.”	This	word	is	used	in	Luke	Chapter	7	to	describe	the	
condition	of	the	Centurion’s	servant	that	we	near	death.	If	not	for	Jesus’	healing,	he	would	have	
died.	This	word	is	used	to	describe	severe	infirmity.	For	example,	this	word	is	used	in	John	
Chapter	11	to	describe	the	condition	of	Lazarus.	He	eventually	died.	This	Greek	word	is	also	
used	to	describe	Dorcas	in	Acts	9:37.	She	eventually	died	as	well.	The	usage	of	this	word	shows	
that	the	“weakness”	of	the	ungodly	refers	to	a	quality	of	weakness	that	threatens	or	results	in	
death.	In	other	words,	Jesus	died	for	the	ungodly	while	we	were	in	a	condition	that	was	
threatening	death	or	near	death.	How	could	such	a	person	assist	the	work	of	salvation	if	such	a	
person	cannot	even	manage	one’s	own	life?	Since	Jesus	died	while	we	“were”	in	that	condition	
know	that	we	would	“still”	be	in	that	condition,	it	shows	that	the	believer	remains	without	
strength.	In	other	words,	Jesus	did	the	necessary	work	to	save	the	people	of	God	and	continues	
to	do	the	work	to	sustain	the	people	of	God.	We	were	saved	by	the	work	of	Jesus	and	remain	
saved	by	the	death	of	Jesus!		

The	scriptures	state	that	Jesus	“died	for	the	ungodly.”	This	is	another	important	piece	of	
language	to	understand.	The	original	language	teaches	that	Jesus	died	“on	behalf	of”	the	ungodly.	
The	condition	of	the	ungodly	before	Jesus’	death	was	described	as	fatal.	Our	condition	“without	
strength”	was	certain	to	destroy	us.	However,	Jesus	died	“on	behalf	of”	those	who	were	
spiritually	sick	unto	the	point	of	death!	In	fact,	His	death	has	a	sustaining	quality	as	well	so	that	
even	while	we	remain	without	strength	as	believers,	the	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	is	sufficient	to	
keep	us	alive	still!	This	is	Jesus’	role	as	the	Messiah,	which	is	why	He’s	referred	to	as	“Christ.”	
Hence,	this	has	been	the	plan	of	the	Father	since	the	beginning,	showing	clearly	that	the	manner	
in	which	we	escape	God’s	judgment	unto	eternal	life	AND	remain	in	that	favor	is	by	God’s	work	
and	His	work	alone!	Praise	be	to	God!		
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Demonstrated Love 
Scripture: Romans 5:7-8 – For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; 
yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

The	Bible	is	profound,	but	very	practical	in	its	presentation.	Consider	the	statement	that	the	
Apostle	Paul	made	about	human	nature.	Who	would	go	out	on	a	limb	for	a	jerk?	Most	normal	
and	reasonable	people	cringe	at	the	idea	of	serving	mean	or	ungrateful	people.	However,	that’s	
not	Paul’s	point.	How	many	people	are	going	out	of	their	way	to	do	something	spiritually	
profitable	for	“righteous”	or	“good”	people.	The	truth	of	the	matter	is,	most	people	would	not	be	
willing	to	give	their	life	for	a	person	that	is	“righteous,”	meaning	someone	that	follows	the	
commands	of	God.	In	fact,	you	don’t	have	to	spend	much	time	in	church	to	know	that	the	people	
who	seek	to	do	what	God	says	are	often	times	the	ones	most	criticized	and	despised	by	the	
congregation!	Likewise,	how	many	people	are	willing	to	give	their	lives	for	a	“good”	person,	or	
someone	pleasant	to	deal	with?	Consider	how	many	people	walk	right	on	by	people	in	need,	or	
worse	yet,	hold	up	their	phones	to	document	the	need,	but	never	provide	help.		

God	is	not	like	us.	Notice	the	dramatic	contrast	in	the	scriptures.	Scarcely	would	a	human	do	
something	noble	for	another	noble	person;	BUT	GOD	is	different!	He	is	not	like	us.	Most	won’t	
die	to	self	to	help	another	–	spiritually	or	otherwise.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	“demonstrated”	
His	love	for	us	in	that	He	died	while	we	were	still	sinners.	Here’s	what	this	means.	The	Greek	
word	for	“demonstrated”	means	to	“stand	with”	or	“place	together.”	In	other	words,	God	saw	
that	we	were	sinners	–	contrary	to	His	holy	and	righteous	nature,	and	His	enemies	–	but	sought	
to	“stand	with”	us	anyway	in	order	to	correct	the	issues.	Our	sin	separated	us	from	God,	“BUT	
GOD”	took	the	form	of	flesh	in	order	to	stand	with	those	who	otherwise	would	have	been	
condemned	to	eternal	separation	from	Him	in	hell.	God	“placed	Himself	together”	with	sinners	
in	order	to	correct	the	human	issues	that	keep	us	from	Him.		

The	grammar	of	the	language	explains	that,	though	Jesus	died	once,	the	benefits	of	His	work	are	
ongoing.	The	present	tense	of	“stand	with”	means	that	Jesus	continues	to	stand	with	sinners.	
Jesus	continues	to	place	Himself	together	with	sinners	in	order	to	connect	us	to	the	Father.	
Though	we	are	enemies	of	God	by	our	human	nature,	Jesus	died	for	us.	He	died	on	our	behalf.	
We	were	supposed	to	die,	but	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	place	Himself	together	with	us,	stand	
in	our	place	on	the	cross	so	that	we	could	live!	This	is	LOVE,	and	this	alone.	Who	does	this?!	Only	
the	One	True	Living	God!		
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Our Most Prized Benefit 
Scripture: Romans 5:9 – Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
There	are	a	lot	of	reasons	that	people	give	for	why	they	are	“Christians.”	Lots	of	people	state	that	
they	are	Christians	because	they	want	to	go	to	heaven.	This	seems	logical,	and	certainly	seems	
better	than	the	alternative.	However,	does	the	Bible	teach	that	“heaven”	is	the	best	that	God	has	
to	offer?	If	heaven	is	the	chief	benefit	of	God’s	works,	then	why	do	many	Christians	say	that	they	
are	“saved?”	If	we	are	truly	saved,	what	are	we	saved	from?	Being	saved	suggests	that	there	is	
the	threat	of	danger,	but	we	have	been	rescued	from	it.	What	is	the	danger	that	we’ve	been	
rescued	from?	How	were	we	rescued?	It	is	important	to	understand	these	truths	in	order	to	be	
true	Biblical	Christians	that	ACTUALLY	get	the	benefits	of	God’s	work.		

The	Apostle	Paul	listed	many	benefits	to	saving	faith.	True	Christians	have	peace	with	God.	True	
Christians	have	access	to	God	on	account	of	the	personal	introduction	and	connection	that	we	
get	through	Jesus	Christ.	While	non-believers	will	fall	in	the	shame	of	their	judgment	before	the	
Lord,	true	Christians	are	privileged	to	stand	before	the	Lord	God	Almighty	without	shame.	Yet,	
these	are	not	the	principal	benefits	of	our	faith.	According	to	Paul,	the	greatest	benefit	of	our	
faith	and	the	justification	that	comes	from	it	is	the	fact	that	we	get	to	escape	the	wrath	of	God!	
Before	a	Christian	can	receive	any	benefits,	we	must	first	be	separated	and	spared	from	God’s	
coming	judgment.	The	first	promise	that	God	made	was	to	destroy	the	works	of	darkness.	God	
promised	to	preserve	His	people	from	sin,	death,	and	hell.	If	God	doesn’t	utterly	destroy	evil	by	
His	wrath,	all	of	God’s	goodness	will	be	corrupted	as	we	experience	today.	When	God	purges	
wickedness	and	darkness	from	our	existence,	then	we	can	enjoy	the	other	benefits	of	His	work.		

The	original	language	explains	that	God	has	saved	His	people	from	“the	wrath,”	referring	to	
God’s	final	judgment	when	He	will	send	all	practitioners	of	sin	and	evil	into	hell	where	there	is	
weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth.	There	these	people	will	remain	with	the	devil	and	his	demons	
for	all	of	eternity.	Since	we	are	all	conceived	in	sin	and	born	spiritually	dead,	we	all	begin	our	
lives	as	enemies	of	God,	subject	to	His	wrath.	Yet,	when	we	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	
righteousness	by	faith,	we	are	declared	righteous	by	it	and	separated	from	God’s	wrath.	This	is	
the	most	important	of	God’s	promises.	How	does	this	take	place?	We	are	able	to	be	preserved	
from	everlasting	destruction	on	account	of	the	holy	and	righteous	blood	of	Jesus	Christ.	We	are	
able	to	escape	the	wrath	of	God	by	means	of	Jesus’	blood	since	He	is	God	in	flesh	and	the	
fulfillment	of	His	eternally	unconditional	promises.	If	not	for	Jesus	and	His	willingness	to	
embrace	suffering	and	death	on	our	behalf,	we’d	all	remain	condemned	to	hell.	Praise	Jesus	for	
His	work!		
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Reconciliation  
Scripture: Romans 5:10 – For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life. 

The	subject	of	salvation	is	a	DIFFICULT	concept	to	understand.	That	Bible	itself	refers	to	God’s	
salvation	and	the	manner	in	which	it	comes	to	be	“wonderful,”	which	means	difficult	to	
understand.	The	Bible	states	that	angels	look	at	salvation	and	the	manner	in	which	it	comes	and	
marvel	at	it.	The	Apostle	Paul	was	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	provide	and	exceptional	
explanation	of	how	God	imparts	His	eternal	blessings	unto	His	people.	So,	while	God’s	work	is	
hard	to	understand,	God	still	provided	an	explanation.	Therefore,	God’s	people	are	accountable	
to	receive	God’s	explanation	and	respond	in	the	appropriate	manner	to	it.		

One	of	the	challenges	many	people	have	with	understanding	salvation	is	that	we	often	struggle	
to	grasp	the	full	magnitude	of	our	evil	as	individuals.	The	Bible	states	that	we	“were	enemies”	of	
God.	Recall	that	Romans	5:6	explained	that	as	people,	we	are	“without	strength,”	which	was	a	
word	used	to	describe	someone	as	good	as	dead.	Without	the	Lord	we	are	absolutely	useless	and	
worthless	to	the	Lord.	As	“enemies”	of	God,	the	language	explains	that	we	are	“odious.”	The	
word	odious	means	that	we	are	deserving	of	hatred	from	God.	It	means	that	we	are	repugnant	in	
the	eyes	of	God.	Repugnance	refers	to	the	fact	that	we	are	contradictory	to	the	Lord.	We	are	
deserving	of	hatred	from	God	because	we	are	contrary	to	His	identity,	nature,	and	purposes	in	
our	natural	essence.	This	is	why	we	are	ALL	deserving	of	death	by	His	anger	and	wrath!		

However,	the	good	news	of	the	Gospel	explains	that	God	dealt	with	these	circumstances	Himself,	
in	spite	of	us,	in	order	to	provide	a	fruitful	solution.	Since	God	took	the	form	of	flesh,	we	are	
“reconciled”	to	God	by	both	Jesus’	life	and	death!	Reconciliation	deals	with	exchange.	In	2	
Corinthians	5:18	Paul	wrote	that	God	worked	an	“exchange”	this	way:	He	did	not	impute	our	
sins	against	us,	but	instead	conforms	us	into	His	own	image	as	“new	creations”	to	be	
ambassadors	of	His	work	and	glory.	In	Ephesians	2:14-16	Paul	wrote	that	God	worked	an	
“exchange”	this	way:	God	exchanged	our	separation	from	Him	for	peace	with	Him.	We	were	
enemies	but	are	now	one	with	Him!	When	setting	this	truth	in	the	full	context	of	the	Book	of	
Romans,	this	truth	is	made	real	through	“justification,”	referring	to	God’s	declaration	of	
righteousness	to	those	who	are	enemies.	How	does	this	work?	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	as	
Jesus	and	lived	a	perfect,	sinless,	and	holy	life	to	fulfill	the	righteousness	of	God	in	the	flesh.	
Jesus	then	surrendered	Himself	to	death	even	though	He	proved	His	holy	perfection.	God	is	able	
to	declare	His	enemies	as	“just”	because	Jesus	fulfilled	righteousness	on	our	behalf,	not	just	by	
His	death,	but	also	by	the	impeccable	life	He	lived.		
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Rejoicing in the Lord  
Scripture: Romans 5:11 – And not only [that], but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation. 

The	work	of	Jesus	Christ	transcends	the	work	of	all	human	beings	that	have	ever	lived!	The	Bible	
teaches	that	all	of	humanity	collectively	is	unprofitable	in	the	eyes	of	God.	Since	our	
righteousness	is	equal	to	filthy	rags,	the	accumulation	of	human	effort	simply	equates	to	massive	
pile	of	filthy	laundry.	Jesus	on	the	other	hand	is	God	in	flesh	and	ONLY	did	right.	As	Christians,	
we	shouldn’t	only	celebrate	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus,	but	also	His	life.	It	is	the	life	of	
Jesus	that	made	His	death	meaningful.	Jesus’	life	was	equal	to	the	fulfillment	of	all	points	of	the	
Law	so	that	His	declaration	of	righteousness	towards	believers	would	be	fair	and	effective.	This	
is	why	His	righteousness	produces	far	more	benefits	than	many	people	realize.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	chief	benefit	of	our	faith	stems	from	the	forgiveness	we	receive,	
which	enables	us	to	escape	the	wrath	of	God.	Since	we	are	able	to	escape	His	wrath,	we	are	able	
to	live	having	peace	with	God,	standing	without	shame	before	Him,	and	rejoicing	in	His	glory.	
Paul	then	explained	what	it	is	to	rejoice	in	the	Lord.	Not	only	do	we	get	the	privilege	of	escaping	
death	through	the	forgiveness	that	Jesus	offers,	but	we	also	have	the	privilege	to	rejoice	on	
account	of	that	atonement.	The	Bible	teaches	that	“rejoicing”	is	a	privilege.	Jesus	lived	being	
tempted	in	every	way	but	abstaining	from	sin	so	that	we	could	rejoice.	Jesus	died	so	that	we	
could	rejoice.	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	so	that	we	could	rejoice.	Jesus	ascended	into	heaven	to	
impart	us	with	the	Holy	Spirit	so	that	we	could	rejoice.	

The	scriptures	teach	that	we	are	to	rejoice	“in	God.”	The	Greek	word	for	rejoicing	means	to	
“boast.”	The	word	refers	to	attributing	glory	to	a	thing	or	boasting	in	something.	In	other	words,	
the	work	of	Jesus	enables	us	as	believers	to	boast	in	God.	It	is	a	privilege	to	boast	in	God.	It	is	a	
privilege	to	give	glory	to	God.	Without	the	righteous	works	of	Jesus	Christ,	we	would	not	have	
the	ability	to	boast	in	God.	If	not	for	the	righteous	works	of	Jesus,	we	wouldn’t	even	know	God	to	
boast	in	Him.	The	scriptures	also	teach	that	we	rejoice	“in”	God	but	“through”	Jesus.	This	means	
that	our	faith	is	exemplified	by	our	confidence	in	the	testimony	of	Jesus	as	being	equal	to	God.	
We	examine	the	testimony	of	Jesus	and	boast	in	the	work	of	God	trusting	that	Jesus’	work	is	
equal	in	holiness,	righteousness,	and	goodness.	Jesus	came	into	the	world	in	order	to	equip	us	
with	the	“ministry	of	reconciliation,”	which	simply	means	that	we	are	to	boast	about	the	work	
Jesus	did	as	God	to	exchange	our	sin	for	His	righteousness.	Are	we	up	to	the	task?	
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Sin Entered  
Scripture: Romans 5:12 – Therefore, just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned... 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	“reconcile”	the	world	to	Himself	through	the	
death	of	Jesus	Christ.	Many	people	wonder,	“Why	did	God	do	that?”	The	Bible	is	helpful	to	
answer	that	question.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	exactly	why	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	die	
for	the	sins	of	the	world.	The	above	verse	begins	with	the	English	word,	“therefore.”	The	Greek	
phrase	used	in	the	original	manuscripts	read,	“dia	touto,”	which	literally	translates	to	the	
English	phrase,	“because	of	this”	or	“on	account	of	this.”	In	other	words,	reconciliation	to	God	by	
way	of	Jesus	is	necessary	“because	of	this,”	referring	to	the	issues	that	stem	from	Adam	–	the	
first	man.		

The	Bible	explains	that	sin	entered	the	world,	and	death	through	sin,	by	one	man,	referring	to	
Adam.	Here	it	is	important	to	make	a	distinction	about	what	is	being	said.	Sin	did	not	“originate”	
with	Adam.	The	Bible	is	not	saying	that	sin	began	with	Adam.	Sin	began	with	Satan.	Instead,	the	
Bible	teaches	that	sin	“entered”	by	Adam.	Sin	previously	existed	in	Satan	and	was	later	invited	to	
dwell	in	the	world	that	God	created	by	Adam’s	invitation.	This	is	important	to	understand	
because	this	principle	teaches	that	Adam’s	sin	is	of	a	certain	kind.	In	1	Timothy	2:13-14,	Adam’s	
sin	is	referred	to	as	“the	sin,”	which	then	refers	to	“death”	as	“the	death.”	This	means	that	the	sin	
Adam	committed	was	the	chief	sin	from	which	all	other	offense	towards	God	comes	from.	The	
death	that	Adam	died	is	the	superior	form	of	death.	This	was	caused	by	the	devil	and	
perpetuated	to	the	human	race	by	Adam.		

Since	this	principle	deals	with	the	chief	sin,	Romans	5:12	speaks	of	“depravity”	and	not	
specifically	of	a	particular	sin.	In	Genesis	2:17	the	Bible	explains	that	Adam	purposefully	and	
intentionally	disobeyed	the	will	of	God,	having	full	understanding	and	knowledge	of	his	actions	
and	the	consequences.	Hence,	“depravity”	describes	the	natural	human	habit	to	despise	God’s	
will	and	rebel	against	His	commands	and	purposes.	Depravity	causes	sin.	Sin	is	the	results	of	our	
depraved	nature.	Satan	temped	and	tricked	Eve	into	sin,	but	Adam	reflected	a	depraved	heart	by	
knowingly	rebelling	against	God	to	do	what	he	wanted	rather	than	what	God	commanded	and	
said	was	“good.”	The	“act”	of	Adam	eating	the	fruit	was	merely	the	outward	demonstration	of	
inward	depravity.	This	is	what	Adam	passed	on	to	all	people.	The	results	of	that	was	“death,”	
referring	to	separation	from	God’s	glory	and	righteousness.	The	manner	in	which	all	people	are	
born	(spiritually	dead)	is	proof	that	Adam’s	depravity	was	genetically	passed	onto	every	other	
living	human	being.	This	is	why	Jesus	needed	to	reconcile	the	world	to	Himself.	
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Deeper Than We Know… 
Scripture: Romans 5:13-14 – For until the law sin was in the world, but sin 
is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam 
to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of 
the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

There	are	many	who	think	that	self-righteousness	will	suffice	to	please	God	in	the	end	so	that	
simply	abstaining	from	certain	actions	will	enable	entrance	into	God’s	kingdom.	This	is	not	true.	
The	Bible	teaches	that	our	offense	against	God	goes	FAR	deeper	than	the	things	that	we	do.	We	
are	not	sinners	because	we	do	bad	things.	We	do	bad	things	because	we	are	sinners.	Our	“sinful	
nature”	is	an	issue	that	deals	with	the	depravity	of	the	human	soul.	The	dictionary	defines	
“depraved”	as:	marked	by	corruption	or	evil.	The	Bible	explains	that	when	we	are	conceived,	we	
are	conceived	as	sinners,	and	born	as	corrupt.	The	Bible	describes	this	“mark”	of	corruption	as	if	
we	have	been	spiritually	branded	as	the	devil’s	property	like	a	farmer’s	cow.		

Since	it	is	the	soul	of	a	person	that	is	seared,	we	are	unable	to	identify	and	address	the	true	issue	
of	sin.	This	was	the	point	that	the	Apostle	Paul	sought	to	make	to	the	church	in	Rome.	Paul’s	
point	is	that	people	were	sinners	long	before	God	gave	the	Law	(that	which	identifies	
right/wrong	by	God’s	standards),	and	the	issue	of	death	proves	this	to	be	true.	Sin	was	in	the	
world	before	God	gave	the	Law	to	Moses	because	Adam	invited	sin	into	the	world	when	he	
knowingly	disobeyed	God’s	command	to	abstain	from	eating	the	fruit.	However,	God	did	not	yet	
provide	any	documentation	to	identify	“right/wrong”	as	in	the	Law.	How	could	God	hold	fault	
against	anyone?	That	wouldn’t	be	fair.		

Paul	wrote	that,	regardless	of	when	God	gave	the	Law,	death	proves	that	sin	is	deeper	than	what	
we	do	or	don’t	do.	Everyone	from	Adam	until	Moses	died.	God	promised	that	the	wages	of	
Adam’s	sin	would	be	death.	Since	everyone	has	died	since	Adam,	death	proves	that	sin	is	greater	
than	our	ability	to	keep	the	Law.	Death	proves	that	sin	is	a	deep	issue	of	the	soul.	Death	is	
evidence	of	depravity;	that	there	is	corruption	on	our	soul.	Since	this	is	true,	all	people	require	
help	in	a	way	that	is	able	to	address	the	soul.	Hence,	Adam	was	a	“type”	of	Jesus.	Everyone	with	a	
depraved	heart	has	died	like	Adam	even	though	we	didn’t	all	commit	the	exact	wrong	as	Adam	
did.	His	particular	action	was	evidence	of	a	deeper	spiritual	issue.	Yet,	Adam	passed	on	this	
spiritual	problem	in	the	same	way	that	Jesus	passes	on	His	righteousness.	We	don’t	all	commit	
the	same	righteousness	as	Jesus,	but	Adam’s	impartation	of	depravity	to	us	shows	that	its	
possible	for	one	man	to	affect	another	in	the	way	the	Gospel	says	that	Jesus	does	to	those	who	
believe.	Since	Jesus	is	God,	He	is	qualified	to	deal	with	issues	of	the	soul	that	we	can’t,	and	
though	we	don’t	commit	the	same	righteousness	as	Jesus,	we	are	able	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	His	
work.		
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Dramatic Contrast! 
Scripture: Romans 5:15 – But the free gift [is] not like the offense. For if by 
the one man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift 
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	is	not	like	us	as	human	beings.	Though	we	were	made	in	His	image,	
there	are	some	fundamental	differences	that	make	us	VERY	different	than	God.	God	is	eternally	
self-existing,	self-sustaining,	holy,	and	righteous.	There	are	other	attributes	that	God	has	as	well	
that	make	Him	unique,	but	most	of	them	stem	from	these	core	qualities.	In	contrast,	all	human	
beings	are	finite.	Everyone	dies.	All	human	beings	are	born	from	mothers	as	a	result	of	sexual	
reproduction.	We	are	not	self-existing.	All	human	beings	are	dependent	on	certain	resources	to	
live	such	as	air	and	water.	We	are	not	self-sustaining.	The	Apostle	Paul	also	pointed	out	another	
extreme	difference	between	mankind	and	God.	People	produce	death.	God	produces	life.		

The	scriptures	teach	that	God	gave	a	“gift”	for	free,	and	that	this	gift	is	not	like	the	inheritance	
that	Adam	gave	to	the	human	race.	According	to	the	Bible,	Adam	sinned	in	the	Garden	of	Eden	
and	caused	sin	to	be	passed	onto	all	other	people,	almost	as	a	genetic	deficiency	that	affects	our	
souls.	The	Bible	calls	this	issue	“the	offense.”	The	original	language	uses	a	word	that	specifically	
refers	to	“the	fall”	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.	The	fall	of	mankind	did	not	deal	with	a	particular	sin.	
Instead,	“the	fall”	is	called	such	because	it	was	the	moment	in	time	where	Adam	outwardly	
manifested	his	inward	depravity,	which	then	caused	spiritual	separation	from	God.	Mankind	
was	always	depraved	and	prone	to	rebel	against	God.	When	Adam	consciously	and	purposefully	
rebelled	against	God’s	command,	it	was	the	moment	where	that	which	God	knew	of	man	could	
be	seen	and	verified	by	all	others,	thus	making	the	consequence	of	death	(physical	and	
spiritually)	a	fair	judgment.	Since	all	die,	death	proves	that	all	people	are	depraved	just	like	
Adam	was.	Adam’s	“gift”	to	the	human	race	was	depravity	and	death.		

In	contrast,	God	offers	a	strikingly	different	gift.	Adam’s	gift	is	free	too,	but	God’s	gift	provides	
benefit,	not	eternal	condemnation.	The	Greek	word	used	to	describe	God’s	“gift”	is	the	word	
“charis,”	which	is	more	frequently	translated	“grace”	in	the	New	Testament.	In	other	words,	
because	all	people	are	depraved,	we	all	deserve	death	like	Adam.	Yet	God	gave	something	
contrary	to	change	our	condition,	even	though	we	deserve	wrath.	We	don’t	deserve	favor,	but	
God	provided	favor	to	save	us	from	our	depravity!	Adam	was	able	to	transfer	a	fatal	condition	to	
everyone;	but	in	direct	contrast,	Jesus	was	able	to	transfer	the	grace	of	God	to	anyone	that	
desires	to	receive	it!	It	is	true	that	one	man’s	offense	caused	great	harm	to	many,	but	it	is	also	
true	that	Jesus’	righteousness	is	so	great	that	it	is	able	to	save	many	from	death	on	account	of	
grace!	Sin	did	about,	but	God’s	grace	much	more	by	one	Man’s	righteousness	–	Jesus	Christ!	
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Life Out of Condemnation 
Scripture: Romans 5:16 – And the gift [is] not like [that which came] 
through the one who sinned. For the judgment [which came] from one 
[offense resulted] in condemnation, but the free gift [which came] from 
many offenses [resulted] in justification. 

The	power	of	God	is	a	pretty	amazing	thing	to	consider.	His	identity	as	Creator	and	the	extent	of	
power	and	control	He	has	is	clearly	seen	in	the	work	that	He	did	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins.	
Consider	this	truth	that	the	world	can	observe:	Everything	reproduces	of	its	own	kind.	We	know	
that	apple	trees	produce	apples.	Cats	reproduce	cats.	People	reproduce	people.	Yet,	when	it	
comes	to	people	we	produce	more	than	people.	There	is	a	spiritual	dynamic	that	comes	with	the	
reproduction	of	people.	According	to	Psalm	51:5	we	are	conceived	in	sin,	which	means	that	
people	reproduce	people	that	have	a	sinful	nature.	According	to	the	Bible,	we	are	born	as	
condemned.	Adam	brought	sin	into	the	world	when	he	willfully	and	purposefully	disobeyed	God	
to	gratify	his	own	selfish	desires.	When	Adam	passed	on	his	genes	to	his	children,	he	also	passed	
on	this	evil.	As	a	result,	all	people	are	born	as	condemned.		

The	Bible	talks	about	the	awesome	power	of	sin	–	not	awesome	in	a	good	way,	but	awesome	in	
the	sense	that	it	is	dumbfounding	to	see	how	one	decision	in	a	particular	moment	in	history	had	
such	a	PROFOUND	effect!	The	world	is	in	the	miserable	condition	that	it	is	in	today	(and	
progressively	getting	worse)	because	of	sin.	That	sin	was	invited	into	the	world	on	a	particular	
day	and	has	infected	the	world	through	corruption	and	decay	ever	since.	God	swore	to	Adam	
that	if	he	were	to	sin	against	God,	that	sin	would	result	in	death.	Since	God	alone	is	righteous,	He	
had	to	pronounce	a	consequence	for	disobedience	against	Him.	Since	sin	is	representative	of	a	
heart	contrary	to	God,	and	God	is	the	essence	of	life,	then	the	wages	of	sin	is	death.	Death	is	
separation	from	God.	Thus,	the	judgment	of	Adam’s	offense	was	death	and	condemnation.	This	
spread	to	everyone	so	that	every	person	reproduces	this	curse	by	nature.		

God	was	not	affected	by	this	curse	in	any	way,	shape,	or	form.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	“the	
gift,”	referring	to	Jesus	as	the	embodiment	of	God’s	grace,	was	not	like	Adam’s	sin	even	though	
He’s	able	to	produce	a	similar	result.	Adam’s	sin	spread	through	all	people	in	the	same	manner	
that	benefits	of	Jesus’	atoning	sacrifice	spread	to	all	those	who	believe.	However,	when	
considering	this	truth,	it	is	critical	to	remember	that	Jesus	came	as	a	man	that	was	born	of	a	
woman!	Jesus	came	in	the	likeness	of	“the	one	who	sinned,”	but	didn’t	sin	Himself.	Jesus	came	in	
the	form	of	“the	curse”	but	didn’t	reproduce	the	curse.	Jesus	came	in	flesh	but	didn’t	reproduce	
the	flesh.	Jesus	came	fully	flesh	and	blood	but	produced	eternal	life!	Jesus	came	in	the	form	that	
normally	produces	condemnation,	but	instead	produced	justification.	He	broke	the	chain	of	
what	had	become	natural	to	reproduce	a	supernatural	effect	for	those	who	believe.	This	is	the	
power	of	the	Lord	God	Almighty!		
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The Supreme Power of Grace 
Scripture: Romans 5:17 – For if by the one man's offense death reigned 
through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

Mankind	has	proven	to	be	pretty	amazing	in	terms	of	what	we	can	accomplish.	When	we	
consider	the	things	that	the	minds	of	people	have	imagined	and	then	created,	it	is	clear	that	
there	are	some	pretty	smart	people	out	there!	When	we	consider	some	of	the	things	various	
people	have	accomplished,	it	is	easy	to	confirm	that	there	are	some	pretty	strong,	powerful,	and	
resilient	people	out	there.	History	proves	that	mankind	has	been	gifted	with	incredible	ability.	In	
fact,	the	testimony	of	Genesis	Chapter	11	explains	that	the	people	in	the	world	at	that	time	were	
able	to	do	just	about	anything	they	set	their	minds	to	when	making	efforts	to	build	the	Tower	of	
Babel.	The	human	race	seemed	unstoppable	–	that	is,	until	God	showed	that	He	is	supreme!		

The	Bible	teaches	that	none	are	righteous,	but	the	Bible	does	not	teach	that	people	are	disabled.	
It	is	true	that	God	is	supreme	in	power	and	authority,	but	that	does	not	mean	that	people	aren’t	
able	to	accomplish	great	feats	or	influence	great	chance.	Consider	the	statement	that	Paul	made	
about	the	influence	of	Adam.	Adam	knowingly	and	purposefully	rebelled	against	God	in	order	to	
gratify	the	desires	of	his	flesh.	His	actions	were	specific	in	nature,	but	his	sin	was	defined	by	his	
“offense,”	which	is	more	generally	referred	to	as	depravity.	In	that	Adam	even	had	a	desire	to	do	
something	contrary	to	God	was	the	offense	that	brought	death	into	the	world.	Adam’s	desire	was	
sufficient	to	separate	Adam	from	God.	Adam’s	actions	were	merely	the	outward	manifestation	of	
a	condemned	heart	because	he	opposed	God.	Adam’s	offense	was	passed	onto	ALL	other	people,	
and	the	proof	of	this	truth	is	death.	All	people	die	just	like	Adam	did,	proving	that	we	are	all	
depraved	like	Adam	was.	This	is	GREAT	influence.	In	this	sense,	Adam	affected	the	ENTIRE	
human	race!	

There’s	no	way	to	get	around	it.	This	is	powerful!	It	is	amazing	that	Adam’s	actions	had	such	
destructive	consequences.	Yet,	as	powerful	as	Adam’s	influence	seems,	God’s	is	greater.	It	is	true	
that	Adam’s	offense	caused	death	to	reign	in	this	world	over	all	people.	If	it	is	true	that	one	man	
can	have	such	influence,	how	much	truer	would	be	it	if	God	were	to	take	the	form	of	man?	If	
Adam	can	have	the	influence	that	he	had	as	a	corrupted	soul,	wouldn’t	God’s	influence	be	so	
much	stronger	if	He	revealed	the	glory	of	His	holiness?	That’s	Paul’s	point.	Adam	did	great	
damage	as	a	mere	man,	but	since	God	took	the	form	of	a	man	as	Jesus,	He	is	able	to	do	great	
good!	If	Adam	as	one	small	man	was	able	to	pass	on	death	to	everyone,	why	wouldn’t	Jesus	be	
able	to	pass	on	the	righteousness	of	the	Father	in	eternal	life	since	He	is	God	in	flesh?	The	power	
of	God	truly	transcends	all	human	ability,	and	here	we	can	see	it	is	for	our	benefit!		
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The Power of One 
Scripture: Romans 5:18-19 – Therefore, as through one man's offense 
[judgment came] to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man's righteous act [the free gift came] to all men, resulting in justification 
of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also 
by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	influence	or	power	of	a	single	person	is	quite	profound.	The	power	
and	influence	of	Adam	is	pretty	compelling	evidence!	Adam	consciously	rebelled	against	God	to	
disobey	His	command.	God	saw	Adam’s	actions	as	the	outward	manifestation	of	his	inward	
depravity.	God	knew	what	Adam	was	beforehand	but	allowed	Adam	to	outwardly	commit	evil	so	
that	all	would	know.	God	promised	that	the	wages	of	Adam’s	sin	would	be	death.	Since	all	people	
die,	God’s	promise	is	not	only	proven	as	valid,	but	also	shows	that	all	people	sin.	Hence,	it	is	clear	
that	Adam	passed	on	his	spiritual	depravity	because	we	all	suffer	the	same	symptoms	and	
ultimately	fate.	This	global	issue	stems	from	one	man.		

The	miserable	condition	isn’t	Adam’s	fault.	Adam	did	not	sin	on	all	of	our	behalf.	Recall	that	
Adam	was	a	sinner	before	he	made	the	decision	to	eat	the	forbidden	fruit.	The	desire	he	had	to	
disobey	against	God	is	sin	already	in	the	same	manner	that	adultery	and	murder	begin	in	the	
heart.	The	natural	desire	to	defy	God	and	doubt	the	supremacy	of	His	goodness	and	judgments	is	
evident	in	every	person,	and	that	is	the	cause	for	the	world’s	condition.	The	point	is	that	the	
world’s	condition	is	proof	that	one	man	can	have	a	profound	effect	on	many	people	in	terms	of	
consequence.	Adam	sinned,	but	the	consequences	of	his	sin	is	what	affects	us	all.		

This	principle	is	important	to	understand	concerning	Jesus.	How	can	one	man	have	such	a	
profound	effect?	Well,	Adam	did,	so	how	much	more	would	it	be	true	of	the	Man	who	is	God	in	
flesh!	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	judgment	came	into	the	world	through	one	man,	and	that	
judgment	is	death.	The	result	of	Adam’s	sin	is	that	we	are	all	conceived	in	that	same	sin,	
separated	from	God,	and	born	spiritually	dead.	If	a	mere	man	can	have	that	effect,	shouldn’t	
God’s	effect	be	much	greater?	This	is	why	it	is	so	important	to	recognize	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	
–	God	in	flesh.	Sure,	Adam	was	a	mere	man	and	had	a	global	influence.	It	is	possible	for	one	
person	to	create	a	massive	wave	of	consequence.	But	mankind’s	consequences	have	always	
resulted	in	bad	outcomes.	The	consequence	of	Jesus’	righteousness	and	atoning	sacrifice	is	the	
only	one	that	produce	a	good	outcome	–	for	everyone	in	the	world,	including	those	who	don’t	
believe.	God’s	righteousness	transcends	Adam’s	sin	in	that	Jesus’	righteousness	is	sufficient	to	
cover	ALL	condemnation,	and	save	those	who	believe	from	that	condemnation,	even	though	the	
condemnation	is	so	great.	God	is	greater!	
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Super Grace! 
Scripture: Romans 5:20-21 – Moreover the law entered that the offense 
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that 
as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hollywood	has	recently	made	great	efforts	to	promote	the	ideas	of	the	“super	hero.”	Comic	book	
characters	have	taken	the	big	screen	in	abundance	these	days,	reminding	us	that	super	heroes	
are	extraordinary	people.	These	are	adjectives	we	need	to	pay	attention	to	as	they	are	actually	
helpful	in	describing	the	work	of	the	Lord.	A	“super	hero”	is	not	just	someone	who	does	heroic	
acts.	A	police	officer	might	stop	a	criminal	from	committing	an	act	as	an	act	of	heroism.	Batman	
stops	all	criminals	on	his	own,	making	him	an	exceptional	hero.	A	soldier	might	perform	heroic	
deeds	in	battle	to	go	above	and	beyond	his	role	to	enable	the	success	of	a	mission.	Captain	
America	saves	entire	communities	on	his	own	with	only	a	shield	and	his	own	limbs.	The	word	
“super”	in	front	of	“hero”	or	“human”	describes	a	quality	of	heroism	that	is	mythical.		

Did	you	know	that	the	grace	of	God	is	referred	to	in	the	exact	same	manner?	According	to	the	
Bible,	sin	existed	long	before	God	gave	Moses	the	Law.	Death	proves	this	idea	to	be	true.	
According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	things	only	got	worse	when	God	finally	gave	Moses	the	Law.	
When	God	actually	manifested	His	righteousness	through	the	Law,	it	only	magnified	our	faults.	
Since	the	Law	amplified	our	inward	depravity,	it	was	clear	that	we	needed	help	as	people.	The	
Law	didn’t	keep	people	from	dying.	In	fact,	not	only	did	people	keep	dying	on	account	of	sin,	but	
animals	were	killed	as	well	to	atone	for	the	spiritual	depravity	of	those	who	believed!	Death	
multiplied	too	and	thus,	death	reigned.	According	to	Paul,	the	Law	“entered,”	meaning	that	the	
righteousness	of	God	came	along	side	sinners	to	show	just	how	dark	we	were.	Sin	abounded.	
Here,	Paul	used	the	Greek	word	“pleonazo,”	which	is	a	verb	that	means	to	exist	in	abundance	
and	increase.		

However,	when	Jesus	came,	He	came	as	the	grace	of	the	Father	in	human	form.	His	righteous	life,	
atoning	sacrifice,	and	glorious	resurrection	trumped	the	increased	measure	of	sin	that	the	Law	
brought	because	Jesus	fulfilled	the	Law	on	behalf	of	those	who	believe.	Here,	Paul	used	the	
Greek	word,	“hyperperissueo,”	which	literally	means	to	“super	abound!”	The	grace	of	God	
flowed	beyond	measure.	As	much	as	sin	abounded,	the	grace	of	God	exceeded	and	overflowed	
that	abundance,	and	then	some!	Now	THAT	is	a	superhero!	So,	what	does	that	mean	for	us?	It	
means	that	it	is	impossible	to	out-sin	the	grace	of	God!	Trying	to	do	well	on	our	own	only	makes	
things	worse.	Living	according	to	faith	allows	the	grace	of	God	to	cover	over	all	of	our	faults	to	a	
degree	that	is	excessively	sufficient,	no	matter	how	far	from	the	Lord	we	might	have	been,	and	
no	matter	how	many	times	we	might	fall	according	to	our	nature	as	we	desire	to	walk	by	faith	in	
the	Spirit.		
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What Is God’s Grace For? 
Scripture: Romans 6:1 – What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? 
There	are	many	people	who	make	mistakes	and	feel	little	remorse	for	their	actions.	Some	of	
these	people	are	Christians,	and	some	of	those	Christians	declare	that	the	grace	of	God	makes	
such	living	acceptable.	Many	people	try	to	justify	sinful	living	and	indifference	to	the	Word	on	
account	of	“grace.”	THIS	IS	NOT	BIBLICAL!	This	also	isn’t	a	new	problem.	When	the	Apostle	Paul	
wrote,	he	dealt	with	this	same	flaw	in	logic,	which	is	why	he	asked	the	rhetorical	question	stated	
in	Romans	6:1.	This	begs	the	real	question	then:	What	is	God’s	grace	for?	

In	Romans	5:20	Paul	wrote	that	the	grace	of	God	abounded	over	the	multitude	of	sins	that	the	
Law	identified.	When	the	declaration	of	God’s	righteousness	through	the	Law	was	put	next	to	
the	motives	and	actions	of	human	beings,	the	ugliness	of	the	human	soul	was	put	on	clear	
display.	God’s	grace	abounded	before	the	Law	was	given	and	before	there	was	sin.	God	didn’t	
abound	in	grace	because	we	sin.	God’s	grace	abounds	in	spite	of	our	sin.	God’s	eternal	nature	is	
gracious.	God	gave	unmerited	favor	well	before	He	created	people	to	receive	it.	Consider	the	fall	
of	Satan.	Did	he	not	also	receive	grace	in	his	fall	being	that	he	continues	to	live	today?		

Understanding	this	principle,	we	need	to	acknowledge	that	God	revealed	Himself	as	gracious	to	
manifest	other	attributes.	The	Book	of	Romans	has	well	established	that	God	is	holy	and	
righteous.	God	revealed	His	holy	and	righteous	essence	through	the	conduit	of	grace	in	spite	of	
sin.	Whether	we	sin	or	we	don’t,	God	remains	gracious.	So,	does	that	mean	we	should	keep	
sinning	because	God	is	already	gracious?	Should	the	God’s	people	ignore	the	Law	because	God	is	
already	righteous?	Should	Jews	stop	circumcising	because	God	is	already	faithful?		

God	is	holy	and	righteous	and	grace	is	the	means	by	which	those	attributes	are	made	manifest.	If	
we	are	children	of	God	and	heirs	of	His	essence,	shouldn’t	those	qualities	be	imparted	to	us	by	
His	Spirit?	When	we	were	justified	before	God,	we	were	also	immediately	sanctified	unto	Him.	
This	means	that	we	are	separated	as	“holy”	like	God	is	holy.	We	are	separated	from	sin	and	its	
bondage,	meaning	that	we	are	no	longer	forced	to	sin	by	nature.	We	now	have	the	freedom	to	
choose	to	do	right	according	to	God’s	truth.	We	are	also	separated	from	the	consequences	of	sin,	
which	is	death.	We	are	no	longer	condemned	to	hell	on	account	of	our	fleshly	nature.	If	we	
believe	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	these	are	the	works	that	take	place	on	account	of	
His	work.	The	Father	is	righteous	and	holy.	The	testimony	of	the	Son	proves	that	to	be	true.	If	
we’ve	been	separated	from	sin	and	the	consequences	of	it	to	be	conformed	to	God’s	righteous	
and	holy	essence,	how	can	sin	be	a	part	of	that	work	if	it	is	opposing	God’s	nature?	



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 
The Power of Grace 
Scripture: Romans 6:2 – Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it? 
The	Bible	teaches	that	the	grace	of	God	was	made	manifest	in	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	
Bible	also	teaches	that	the	testimony	and	purpose	of	Jesus	is	called	“the	Gospel.”	In	Romans	1:16	
the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	Gospel	is	“the	power	of	God,”	thereby	meaning	that	the	grace	of	
God	personified	in	Jesus	is	the	power	of	God.	This	means	that	the	grace	of	God	is	not	simply	a	
type	of	“get	out	of	jail	free”	card.	God’s	grace	doesn’t	just	excuse	sin.	In	fact,	God’s	grace	doesn’t	
even	just	forgive	sins.	The	grace	of	God	is	powerful	to	do	so	much	more	than	just	cover	offenses	
against	God.	According	to	the	Bible,	the	grace	of	God	is	also	powerful	to	change	the	human	soul	
so	as	to	restore	it	unto	God’s	purposes	and	cause	people	to	be	motived	in	life	differently	through	
His	declarations	in	the	Word.		

The	people	that	Paul	wrote	to	wondered	about	God’s	grace.	They	wondered	what	the	point	of	
God’s	commands	were	if	salvation	didn’t	come	by	works.	If	God	is	going	to	provide	unmerited	
favor,	why	do	we	need	the	Law,	circumcision,	and	so	forth.	Just	because	God	gives	unmerited	
favor	does	NOT	mean	that	God’s	people	should	just	ignore	God’s	righteousness	in	pursuit	of	
selfish	ambitions.	Paul	explained	how	this	sort	of	thinking	is	impossible	for	a	true	believer	and	
recipient	of	God’s	grace.	Jesus,	as	the	physical	embodiment	of	God’s	grace	died	in	place	of	those	
who	desire	God’s	forgiveness.	As	a	result	of	the	atoning	sacrifice	He	gave	as	the	Son	of	God	and	
Messiah,	those	who	believe	experience	a	two-part	work	immediately	upon	repenting	in	faith.	
First,	a	believer	is	“justified,”	which	means	that	the	Father	declares	them	as	righteousness	even	
though	unrighteousness	remains.	Secondly,	a	person	is	immediately	sanctified	from	the	bondage	
of	sin	and	the	eternal	consequences	of	it.	When	“born	again,”	a	person	is	made	“dead	to	sin.”	This	
does	not	mean	that	sin	dies.	Sin	continues.	This	means	that	Jesus’	death	was	sufficient	to	set	us	
free	from	the	bondage	of	sin	and	separate	us	from	its	governing	influence,	enabling	the	children	
of	God	to	make	the	conscience	decision	to	deny	the	flesh	and	do	what	God	says.	Without	Jesus’	
sanctification,	we	cannot	make	this	choice,	and	will	continue	in	sin.	The	grace	of	God	through	
Jesus	was	effective	to	enable	us	to	make	this	decision,	while	also	separating	us	from	
condemnation	in	hell	even	though	we	continue	to	make	mistakes.		

Scripture	shows	that	Christians	still	sin	because	we	still	have	a	depraved	nature.	The	existence	
of	an	internal	struggle	to	obey	God	and	the	reality	of	death	prove	this	as	true.	Our	depravity	
remains,	and	individual	acts	of	offense	against	God	continue	on.	However,	since	the	grace	of	God	
is	powerful	to	separate	God’s	people	from	the	authority	of	sin,	those	who	have	received	such	
power	DO	NOT	make	is	a	practice	in	life	to	continue	to	offend	God.	Understanding	Jesus	as	God	
in	flesh	and	the	power	of	His	death,	God’s	true	people	recognize	the	power	God	has	given	to	
abstain	from	that	which	offends	Him	because	we	have	been	separated	from	the	offense	by	God	
Himself!		
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The Catalyst for Change 
Scripture: Romans 6:3 – Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
Though	a	cucumber	and	a	pickle	are	the	exact	same	vegetable,	they	do	not	bear	the	same	
resemblance	at	all!	You	would	not	use	a	cucumber	as	an	ingredient	for	a	meal	the	same	way	you	
might	use	a	pickle.	Though	the	two	are	one	in	the	same,	the	“pickling”	process	that	the	cucumber	
goes	through	makes	the	original	essence	of	the	vegetable	almost	unrecognizable.	The	pickling	
process	that	a	cucumber	goes	through	changes	the	look,	feel,	taste	and	use	of	the	pickle,	which	
resembles	complete	transformation.		

What	do	cucumbers	and	pickles	have	to	do	with	the	work	of	Jesus	Christ?	The	Bible	teaches	that	
when	a	person	has	faith	in	Him	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	in	repentance,	that	person	is	
immediately	justified	AND	sanctified.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	made	righteous.	This	means	
that	we	are	separated	from	the	stronghold	of	sin	over	our	lives.	When	we	are	sanctified	by	the	
Lord,	we	are	given	the	power	to	make	a	choice	to	deny	self	and	walk	according	to	the	Spirit,	
thereby	resembling	the	righteousness	of	Jesus.	Without	sanctification,	this	can’t	happen.		

According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	baptism	is	a	picture	and	proof	of	God’s	work	to	sanctify.	The	word	
“baptism”	is	the	Greek	word	“baptizo”	in	the	original	language.	A	Greek	man	named	Nicander	
who	lived	around	200	BC	wrote	a	recipe	for	making	pickles	using	the	word	“baptizo”	to	explain	
the	process.	He	wrote	that	it	is	a	two-step	process.	First,	the	cucumber	must	be	dipped	(‘bapto’	
in	Greek)	in	boiling	water	and	then	“baptized”	(‘baptizo’	in	Greek)	in	the	vinegar	solution.	We	
know	that	it	is	the	vinegar	solution	that	manufactures	the	change.	The	cucumber	is	left	in	the	
vinegar	for	an	extended	period	of	time	in	order	to	undergo	radical	transformation	that	morphs	
the	appearance	and	utilization	of	the	vegetable.		

Paul	wrote	that	we	are	“baptized”	into	Jesus,	which	means	that	we	are	submerged	into	His	
essence,	His	purposes,	and	His	promises	for	an	extended	period	of	time	in	order	to	undergo	a	
radical	transformation	in	which	we	no	longer	resemble	the	form	we	were.	This	transformation	
is	activated	first	by	His	death.	It	is	His	death	that	initializes	the	change	because	Jesus’	death	to	
His	flesh	enables	the	Spirit	of	God	to	dwell	in	the	hearts	of	believers	to	empower	believers	to	die	
to	their	flesh.	It	is	this	“death	to	flesh”	that	proves	the	work	God	has	done	to	separate	His	people	
from	the	bondage	sin	and	the	consequences	of	it.	Hence,	while	the	act	of	baptism	is	a	one-time	
event,	the	spiritual	work	behind	the	concept	of	baptism	is	on-going	as	the	Lord	immerses	us	in	
His	holy	and	righteous	essence	to	conform	us	unto	His	image.	Since	this	is	true,	how	can	sin	
continue	to	be	a	casually	practiced	part	of	our	lives?		
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Buried into Death 
Scripture: Romans 6:4 – Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

The	Apostle	Paul	asked	a	simple	question.	Since	our	salvation	comes	by	the	grace	of	God,	is	it	
permissible	to	keep	sinning	knowing	that	God	is	gracious?	His	question	was	rhetorical	because	
the	answer	that	he	felt	was	obviously	“no!”	The	answer	was	obvious	to	Paul	because	of	what	he	
knew	about	Jesus.	Many	people	don’t	have	this	understanding	and	so	the	question	he	posed	is	
sometimes	difficult	to	answer.	Thankfully,	Paul	provided	the	reasons	behind	his	answer.	
According	to	the	Bible,	God’s	people	who	have	been	saved	should	NOT	continue	in	sin	so	that	
God	can	continue	to	show	grace.	Our	sin	doesn’t	provide	God	“opportunities”	to	show	grace.	
God’s	nature	is	gracious	even	before	our	sin.	God’s	declaration	of	righteousness	upon	sinners	
doesn’t	provide	a	license	to	keep	sinning.		

Paul	brought	up	the	subject	of	baptism	to	explain	this.	The	word	that	Paul	used	was	a	word	that	
was	used	to	describe	the	process	of	making	a	pickle,	in	which	case	a	cucumber	undergoes	a	total	
change	so	that	it	no	longer	resembles	its	original	condition,	nor	used	in	the	same	manner.	This	is	
how	it	works	for	those	who	have	received	the	grace	of	God.	Paul	wrote	that	the	extent	of	change	
that	Jesus	enabled	is	a	dramatic	as	literal	death.	Baptism	is	practiced	for	understanding	
believers	because	it	pictures	the	work	that	Jesus	spiritually	accomplished.	The	Father	has	made	
it	so	that	our	trust	in	the	identity,	purposes,	and	promises	of	Jesus	liken	us	to	His	death	AND	
resurrection.	When	a	person	is	saved,	it	is	like	they	were	buried	with	Jesus.	Jesus	was	put	away	
in	the	tomb	and	the	tomb	was	sealed.	It	was	considered	unclean	and	the	person	was	gone	from	
the	world.	This	is	what	happens	to	our	old	nature	of	the	flesh.	Colossians	2:9-15	explains	that	
Jesus	cuts	off	our	flesh	and	buries	it	because	He	took	the	sinful	accusations	against	us	(that	were	
sufficient	to	condemn	us	to	hell)	and	nailed	them	to	the	cross	on	which	He	died.	With	such	
thorough	dismantling	of	the	flesh,	how	can	someone	made	new	regularly	live	as	the	old	self?	

Paul	stated	that	we	should	not	continue	in	sin	because	the	flesh	(our	enslaved	souls	that	were	
prone	to	offend	God’s	righteousness	without	concern)	has	been	killed.	Yet,	as	we’ve	been	likened	
to	Jesus’	death,	we	are	also	of	His	resurrection.	We’ve	been	raised	in	glory	by	the	power	of	the	
Father	just	like	Jesus.	Jesus	did	not	raise	from	the	dead	in	corrupted	flesh.	His	body	was	new	
such	that	He	was	unrecognizable	to	some.	This	is	the	extent	of	transformation	God’s	
sanctification	enables.	This	is	the	extent	of	“newness”	that	should	be	in	the	lives	of	God’s	people.	
If	we	truly	believe	in	the	power	of	God	through	Jesus,	then	sin	cannot	be	a	regularly	practiced	
part	of	our	new	nature	in	Him	since	it	wasn’t	part	of	His	nature	before	His	death	or	after!			
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Unified in Likeness 
Scripture: Romans 6:5 – For if we have been united together in the likeness 
of His death, certainly we also shall be [in the likeness] of [His] 
resurrection… 

When	we	think	of	synonyms	for	“glory,”	sin,	corruption,	decay,	and	darkness	usually	aren’t	
words	that	come	to	mind.	Instead,	when	thinking	of	“glory,”	words	like	magnificence,	splendor,	
beauty,	and	brightness	come	to	mind.	Glory	has	certain	attributes	and	whether	a	believer	in	the	
Bible	or	not,	it	is	commonly	understood	that	darkness	isn’t	usually	a	part	of	glory.	This	was	the	
point	of	the	Apostle	Paul	when	he	asked,	“Should	we	continue	in	sin	so	that	grace	may	abound?”	
His	point	was	that,	even	though	God	is	gracious	towards	our	failures,	and	even	though	He	
offered	salvation	from	His	judgment	while	we	were	sinners,	we	should	not	continue	as	
practitioners	of	sin	expecting	God	to	keep	pouring	out	the	grace	like	it’s	no	big	deal.	Christians	
continually	practicing	sinful	habits	according	to	the	flesh,	refusing	to	respond	to	certain	
convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	are	living	in	terrible	conditions	of	compromise	where	this	sort	of	
rebellion	is	NOT	representative	of	one	that	understands	how	salvation	works	and	may	not	be	
saved.	This	is	why	Paul	explained	how	salvation	works.		

According	to	the	Bible,	the	Father	is	able	to	declare	sinners	as	righteous,	thereby	removing	the	
guilt	and	condemnation	of	sin	from	people	who	believe	in	the	identity	and	promise	of	Jesus	
because	of	the	work	of	Jesus.	The	Father	is	able	to	justify	the	ungodly	because	of	the	extent	of	
Jesus’	righteousness	and	the	manner	in	which	it	was	revealed.	Jesus	fulfilled	every	jot	and	tittle	
of	the	Law	while	living	in	the	flesh,	without	committing	a	single	sin	in	heart,	word,	or	action.	
Therefore,	when	Jesus	gave	Himself	up	as	an	atoning	sacrifice,	His	blood	was	sufficient	to	pay	for	
a	multitude	of	sins.	His	blood	is	eternally	valuable	because	He	is	God	in	flesh	and	pure.	This	was	
proven	by	His	life,	death,	AND	resurrection.	Since	Jesus	was	able	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins,	God	
sought	to	remove	His	people	from	the	bondage	of	sin’s	control	and	influence	of	the	lives	of	His	
people.	Thus,	God’s	people	are	not	only	justified,	but	sanctified,	meaning	that	we	are	separated	
from	the	dominating	influence	of	sin	to	control	us.	We	are	separated	from	the	condemnation	of	
sin	AND	the	controlling	power	of	it.		

Paul	used	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	to	explain	this	truth	in	spiritual	terms.	Since	we	
have	been	justified	and	sanctified,	we	are	no	longer	slaves	to	sin,	but	instead	slaves	to	God.	The	
dominating	sinful	influence	of	our	flesh	has	“died.”	This	means	we	don’t	have	to	do	what	our	
flesh	desires,	though	as	non-believers,	there	was	no	choice.	Since	the	flesh	is	dead,	we	have	the	
opportunity	to	obey	the	righteousness	of	God	because	of	the	indwelling	of	His	Spirit.	Hence,	Paul	
likened	this	truth	to	Jesus’	resurrection.	God	is	glorious	and	holy	–	separated	from	sin.	Since	the	
Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	us	having	been	justified	and	sanctified,	the	glory	and	holiness	of	God	lives	
in	us.	Hence,	we	have	been	“resurrected”	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	resurrection	–	in	glory.	Since	
sin	doesn’t	mesh	with	glory,	sin	should	mesh	with	the	habits	of	Christians.		
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Sin Done Away With 
Scripture: Romans 6:6 – Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with 
[Him], that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves of sin. 

The	Biblical	principle	of	justification	does	not	teach	that	people	are	made	righteous	in	salvation.	
The	Biblical	principle	of	justification	teaches	that	those	who	believe	upon	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	
and	Messiah	have	been	declared	righteous	even	though	unrighteousness	remains.	This	is	why	
salvation	is	an	act	of	God’s	grace.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	God’s	people	have	a	different	
relationship	with	sin	because	of	God’s	declaration.	It	is	critical	that	God’s	people	understand	this	
relationship.		

First,	recall	that	it’s	Jesus’	crucifixion	that	enables	the	benefits	of	God	concerning	this	new	
relationship	with	sin.	Without	Jesus’	atoning	sacrifice,	our	original	relationship	with	sin	would	
remain	unto	condemnation	in	hell.	Notice	that	Jesus	is	the	one	who	died.	Believers	are	simply	
likened	unto	His	death.	Jesus	was	the	one	that	was	crucified	as	a	righteous	and	sinless	Man,	not	
us.	Therefore,	it	is	His	death	that	produces	the	results	that	scripture	documents.	According	to	
Paul,	Jesus’	death	enables	believers	to	have	“the	old	man”	crucified.	According	to	Galatians	6:14,	
the	“old	man”	is	the	one	that	was	connected	to	the	ways	of	the	world	influence	and	corruption.	
According	to	Colossians	3:9,	the	“old	man”	is	the	part	of	us	that	was	enslaved	to	our	depravity,	
which	is	the	attitude	that	is	prone	to	deny	and	rebel	against	God	and	His	righteousness.		

The	Bible	teaches	that	since	Jesus	died,	the	forceful	influence	of	“sin”	died	too	once	we	have	been	
justified	and	sanctified	from	it.	God	separates	His	people	from	the	controlling	influence	of	
darkness	so	that	we	are	no	longer	forced	into	doing	what	the	world	says	is	right,	and	what	our	
natural	tendencies	crave	in	rebellion	against	God.	When	the	Bible	says	that	“the	body	of	sin”	is	
done	away	with,	it	means	that	the	total	influence	of	depravity	as	a	slave	driver	is	ended	in	the	
life	of	a	believer.	Our	physical	bodies	remain,	but	the	power	of	a	wicked	heart	no	longer	has	total	
control	over	us	as	a	tempter	and	governor.	We	now	have	the	power	to	say	yes	to	the	Lord	and	no	
to	our	flesh	unless	we	consciously	make	the	choice	to	continue	to	deny	the	Lord	despite	the	
power	He’s	given	us.		

When	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	no	longer	be	slaves	to	sin,	it	is	because	the	body	of	sin	has	been	
“done	away	with.”	This	means	that,	though	depravity	is	still	a	part	of	our	lives,	darkness	is	still	a	
tempter,	and	the	world	is	still	an	influence,	the	power	of	its	effect	is	rendered	ineffective	in	the	
lives	of	God’s	people.	When	Jesus	died,	He	enables	those	who	have	been	justified	and	sanctified	
to	deny	the	flesh	because	the	stronghold	of	the	flesh	is	made	ineffective	as	a	totally	dominating	
force	in	the	lives	of	God’s	people.	This	doesn’t	mean	we	stop	sinning.	It	means	that	God	has	given	
us	the	ability	to	walk	according	to	His	righteousness	by	His	Spirit	in	the	likeness	of	Christ.	
Without	Jesus’	work	and	example,	there	is	only	darkness	and	the	effects	of	it.			
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Freed from Sin 
Scripture: Romans 6:7 – For he who has died has been freed from sin. 
The	Apostle	Paul	made	great	efforts	to	explain	the	concept	of	salvation	to	the	church	in	Rome	
because	the	people	were	struggling	with	how	to	reconcile	the	traditions	of	the	Law	with	the	
doctrine	of	“salvation	by	grace.”	They	felt	that	Jesus’	testimony	was	an	addition	to	the	traditions	
of	the	Law,	not	the	fulfillment	of	it.	Therefore,	Paul	explained	how	the	details	of	the	Law	have	
ALWAYS	explained	that	those	who	seek	God’s	approval	must	live	by	faith	in	His	identity,	
purposes,	and	promises.	God	has	always	made	it	so	that	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.		

This	means	that	salvation	is	solely	the	work	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	We	as	believers	have	
NOTHING	to	do	with	the	righteousness	that	God	displayed	to	offer	eternal	life	to	His	people.	This	
does	not	mean	however,	that	God’s	people	are	free	to	live	in	any	manner	that	our	hearts	desire	
just	because	God’s	grace	is	freely	offered.	Just	because	grace	abounds	more	than	sin	doesn’t	
mean	that	sin	in	the	lives	of	God’s	people	should	continue.	Just	because	we	don’t	contribute	to	
the	work	of	salvation	doesn’t	mean	that	we	live	contrary	to	it.	Just	because	salvation	comes	by	
faith	doesn’t	mean	that	faith	has	no	effect	on	conduct.		

According	to	the	Bible,	those	who	have	received	the	grace	of	God	through	faith	understand	the	
power	that	God	displayed	to	separate	His	people	from	the	bondage	of	sin	by	the	crucifixion	of	
Jesus	Christ.	The	saying	is	that	“Jesus	paid	for	my	sins.”	This	is	true,	but	that’s	far	too	simple	of	
an	explanation	of	the	power	of	Jesus’	death.	When	Jesus	died,	those	who	believe	also	died	with	
Jesus,	referring	to	“self”	or	“the	flesh.”	Consider	that	dead	people	aren’t	under	the	power	or	
influence	of	anything	in	this	world.	In	the	same	manner,	if	our	“flesh”	or	“self”	died	with	Jesus,	
what	stronghold	could	the	influence	of	this	world	have	on	us?		

The	Bible	teaches	that	sin	is	an	attitude	that	is	prone	to	rebel	against	God	and	deny	His	
righteousness	as	if	ours	is	better.	This	is	attitude	is	the	core	of	our	“self”	and	fleshly	existence.	
Without	Christ,	all	people	are	subject	to	this	attitude	and	powerless	to	deny	it.	It	is	not	until	God	
implants	saving	faith	into	the	hearts	of	His	people	that	His	people	are	set	free	from	the	slave-
driver	or	our	“self”	and	“flesh”	that	are	enemies	of	God.	The	death	of	Jesus	was	powerful	to	
separate	us	from	the	controlling	influence	of	our	“self.”	Jesus	gave	the	command	to	“die	to	self”	
because	He	also	gave	the	power	to	do	it!	Hence,	we	are	able	to	pick	up	our	cross	and	follow	Him.	
Additionally,	the	word	“freed”	that	describes	our	relationship	to	sin	in	Christ	is	the	same	word	
translated	into	“justified”	in	Romans	1:17.	This	means	that	the	Word	of	God	that	declares	the	
ungodly	as	“righteous”	on	account	of	Jesus’	work	and	promise	is	not	just	sufficient	to	forgive	
sins,	but	also	is	able	to	empower	His	people	to	deny	the	controlling	influence	of	sin!		
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We Believe That… 
Scripture: Romans 6:8-9 – Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the 
dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

The	non-believing	world	often	accuses	Christians	of	having	“blind	faith.”	This	is	not	true	in	the	
manner	that	they	mean	it.	According	to	the	Bible,	saving	faith	is	predicated	on	what	we	know	of	
Jesus,	His	testimony,	the	results	of	His	testimony,	and	our	trust	in	those	claims	as	true.	We	can’t	
believe	if	we	don’t	know.	If	we	don’t	know,	we	can’t	be	saved.	So,	what	is	saving	faith?	What	are	
we	supposed	to	know	of	Jesus	and	what	are	we	supposed	to	trust	in?	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	“we	believe”	we	shall	live	with	Jesus	because	of	His	death.	Here,	the	
Bible	refers	to	“death”	as	our	relationship	to	the	controlling	influence	of	sin.	Sin	is	an	attitude	
that	naturally	opposes	God’s	righteousness.	Saving	faith	is	the	trust	that	Jesus’	death	was	
sufficient	to	remove	the	controlling	influence	of	this	attitude	so	that	we	don’t	have	to	be	
governed	by	it.	We	are	to	trust	that	Jesus’	physical	death	was	emblematic	of	the	bigger	work	He	
spiritually	accomplished.	The	spiritual	benefits	that	Jesus	provided	were	not	fully	seen	in	the	
physical	death	that	He	encountered.	The	Bible	personifies	“death”	as	if	it	is	a	controlling	
influence	that	is	partners	with	sin.	They	work	together	to	separate	people	from	God.	Jesus	died	
physically	AND	spiritually,	putting	Himself	in	the	hands	of	“Death.”	Our	saving	faith	requires	us	
to	know	and	trust	that	this	is	true,	and	that	the	results	of	His	death	provide	spiritual	benefits	to	
us	that	are	made	manifest	in	physical	ways.		

When	Jesus	placed	Himself	in	the	hands	of	Death,	He	did	not	stay	under	his	control.	According	to	
Paul,	Jesus’	resurrection	proves	that	He	can’t	die	anymore	because	Death	did	not	have	dominion	
over	Him.	Jesus	placed	Himself	in	the	hands	of	Death,	but	left	when	it	was	time,	coming	back	into	
the	world	in	a	glorified	body,	eventually	sitting	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father,	providing	that	
death	had	no	authority	to	control	Him.	Saving	faith	requires	that	we	trust	this	as	true	AND	that	
Jesus	is	willing	and	able	to	share	these	benefits	with	us.	Consider	the	contrast	between	people	
and	Jesus.	Paul	wrote	that	since	Adam,	EVERYONE	has	died	proving	that	sin	and	death	lord	over	
all	people.	This	was	not	true	of	Jesus.	He	was	tempted	in	every	way	but	did	not	sin.	Sin	had	no	
control	over	Jesus.	Jesus	gave	Himself	up	to	a	horrific	death	that	seemed	to	be	final.	Death	did	
not	have	authority	to	keep	Jesus	in	the	grave.	Saving	faith	requires	us	to	know	this	and	trust	that	
He	is	able	to	enable	us	the	same	way,	so	that	the	controlling	influence	of	sin	and	death	do	not	
have	authority	over	us	unto	condemnation.	Though	we	fall	and	die,	we	MUST	trust	that	Jesus’	
life,	death,	and	resurrection	is	the	means	by	which	we	live	beyond	this	life	so	that	the	fruit	of	
such	work	is	supernaturally	made	manifest	in	this	life.		
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Once and For All! 
Scripture: Romans 6:10 – For [the death] that He died, He died to sin once 
for all; but [the life] that He lives, He lives to God. 
The	power	of	Jesus	Christ	is	incomprehensive,	but	God	provides	A	LOT	of	information	about	His	
power	to	explain	all	that	we	can	handle!	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	
power	of	God	through	salvation	in	Romans	1:16.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	a	lot	to	explain	what	
that	means.	Here,	the	Bible	teaches	about	the	power	of	Jesus,	even	in	death.	Jesus’	crucifixion	
was	a	horrific	injustice.	Jesus	was	not	only	blameless	of	a	crime,	but	was	sinless	as	a	human	
being.	Yet	Jesus	received	the	death	penalty,	suffered	greatly	until	the	point	of	His	death,	and	was	
mocked	mightily	in	the	process.	This	was	all	part	of	the	plan	of	God	because	God	was	showing	
that	no	matter	the	extent	of	horror	and	darkness	mankind	can	inflict,	NOTHING	is	more	
powerful	that	the	Lord	God	Almighty	-		El	Shaddai!		

The	scriptures	explain	that	when	God	delivered	the	children	of	Israel	from	the	bondage	of	Egypt	
He	appointed	Aaron	as	the	high	priest	and	defined	that	job	in	the	Law.	The	position	of	high	
priest	was	the	greatest	job	that	God	could	give.	They	were	the	chief	intercessors	between	God	
and	His	people	so	that	His	people	could	have	access	to	Him	through	the	atoning	sacrifices	only	
the	high	priest	could	offer.	Without	the	role	of	the	high	priest,	there	could	not	be	suitable	
sacrifices	for	the	Lord,	and	there	could	not	be	fellowship	with	Him.	Every	year	the	high	priest	
would	perform	sacrifices	on	the	Day	of	Atonement.	He	would	offer	sacrifices	for	himself,	his	
family,	and	the	people.	Yet,	history	shows	that	these	sacrifices	were	weak	and	ineffective	
because	the	high	priests	kept	offering	them	every	year.	If	the	first	sacrifice	of	Aaron	was	good	
enough	to	atone	the	sins	of	the	people,	why	did	they	keep	shedding	the	blood	of	animals?	

According	to	Romans	6:10,	Hebrews	9:23-28,	and	Hebrews	10:10-14	Jesus	didn’t	have	this	
problem.	Jesus	only	died	once	and	that	death	was	sufficient	to	get	the	job	done.	The	high	priest	
had	to	offer	continual	sacrifices	because	the	people	kept	sinning.	Jesus	only	offered	Himself	once	
and	“for	all”	regardless	of	the	quantity	or	quality	of	sins	committed.	Since	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh,	
the	blood	that	He	shed	was	eternally	valuable	and	life-giving,	proven	by	the	resurrection,	
showing	that	He	is	superior	over	death	itself!	Consider	all	of	the	blood	that	was	shed	by	high	
priest	to	cover	sins	committed	each	year.	Yet	the	one-time	crucifixion	of	Jesus	was	powerful	
enough	to	forgive	the	sins	that	animal	blood	couldn’t	forgive	back	in	the	day,	AND	the	sins	that	
continue	to	be	committed.	Additionally,	Jesus	is	alive	today	and	lives	still	showing	that	Jesus	is	
continually	able	to	demonstrate	His	power	over	death	as	long	as	He	lives.	Since	He	lives	still,	His	
sacrifice	remains	the	most	valuable	work	in	human	history,	which	no	one	will	ever	be	able	to	
reproduce.	God’s	power	is	truly	supreme,	even	in	death!		
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Likeminded Thinking 
Scripture: Romans 6:11 – Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
	The	way	we	think	is	important	to	God.	Our	thinking	habits	and	the	things	that	we	hold	in	our	
minds	as	true	are	the	things	that	shape	our	worldview	and	actions.	According	to	the	Bible,	God’s	
people	should	think	like	He	does	and	be	confident	that	His	thinking	is	supremely	good.	The	
Apostle	Paul	explained	the	power	of	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection	to	identify	how	His	power	
benefits	those	who	believe.	Paul	explained	the	truth	of	Jesus’	testimony,	the	truth	of	what	His	
work	accomplished,	and	the	truth	of	the	grace	of	the	Father.	As	believers,	the	Bible	calls	for	the	
people	of	God	to	responsibly	deal	with	these	facts	in	our	minds	to	think	“likewise.”	

Since	Jesus	died,	His	body	was	put	in	the	grave.	Jesus	never	sinned,	but	when	He	died,	sin	did	not	
have	any	influence	over	Him	at	all.	Sin	could	NEVER	make	Jesus	do	anything	contrary	to	the	will	
of	the	Father.	Sin	could	NEVER	get	Jesus	to	deny	or	reject	the	will	of	the	Father.	This	truth	was	
made	much	more	evident	in	His	death	because	dead	people	can’t	be	influenced	or	controlled	at	
all.	If	the	power	of	Jesus’	death	is	sufficient	to	separate	His	people	from	the	bondage	of	sin,	we	
are	called	to	think	about	Jesus’	death	“likewise.”	In	the	same	manner	that	Jesus	was	separated	
from	the	controlling	influence	of	sin	in	His	death,	we	have	been	separated	from	the	controlling	
influence	of	sin	because	of	His	death.	His	physical	death	in	the	flesh	makes	us	spiritually	dead	
from	the	flesh	so	that	we	are	no	longer	controlled	by	the	unrighteous	ideas	and	desires	of	our	
minds	and	hearts.		

The	fact	is,	we	are	set	free	from	the	authority	that	unrighteousness	has	in	our	lives.	Sure,	we	still	
think	terrible	things	with	evil	attitudes,	but	we	don’t	have	to	live	according	to	those	things	
anymore.	Jesus	has	given	us	the	opportunity	to	make	that	choice.	The	fact	is,	we	are	alive	to	God	
just	like	Jesus	is.	He	was	raised	incorrupt	and	in	glory.	He	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	
Father	with	His	approval.	The	fact	is,	we	are	also	raised	incorrupt.	We	still	make	mistakes,	but	if	
God	has	declared	us	righteous	by	faith.	Who	is	going	to	change	God’s	mind	about	us?	As	children	
of	God,	we	are	called	to	believe	in	these	facts,	and	also	“reckon”	them	in	our	minds	and	hearts.	
This	word	“reckon”	is	the	same	word	used	to	describe	God’s	declaration	of	Abraham	as	
righteous	in	faith	in	Genesis	15:6.	As	sure	as	God	was	that	Abraham’s	faith	was	equal	to	
righteousness	on	account	of	the	authority	of	His	Word,	is	as	sure	as	we	should	be	that	we	are	
separated	from	sin’s	control	and	alive	to	God	with	His	approval.	The	key	is	to	remember	that	
this	position	of	power	and	favor	is	NOT	because	of	us.	This	is	made	possible	because	of	Jesus.	We	
have	not	yet	been	made	righteous,	but	having	been	set	free	from	sin’s	control,	we	are	able	to	be	
used	as	conduits	of	Jesus’	righteousness	unto	His	glory!		
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Don’t Let It Reign! 
Scripture: Romans 6:12 – Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
One	of	the	most	confusing	aspects	of	being	a	Christian	is	to	live	with	the	understanding	that	we	
have	been	saved	from	the	wrath	of	God	against	sin	by	God’s	grace,	BUT	that	we	should	not	
continue	in	sin	so	that	grace	will	continue	to	abound	EVEN	THOUGH	we	remain	sinners.	How	
does	this	work?	How	is	it	possible	to	be	holy	as	God	is	holy?	How	is	it	possible	to	be	perfect	as	
our	Father	in	heaven	is	perfect?	How	is	it	possible	to	keep	from	loving	the	world	and	the	things	
of	the	world,	which	include	the	lust	of	the	eyes,	the	lust	of	the	flesh,	and	the	pride	of	life,	if	we	
are	still	living	in	the	world,	looking	at	life	with	our	eyes,	and	having	these	intense	desires	and	
aspirations?	How	does	this	all	work?	

The	Bible	answers	this	question	clearly.	According	to	the	Bible,	all	people	are	governed	by	a	
dead	soul	that	is	contrary	to	God.	This	means	that	the	natural	desire	of	ALL	PEOPLE	(Christians	
included)	is	to	refuse	to	glorify	God	in	life,	to	rebel	against	His	Word,	to	resist	the	supremacy	of	
His	goodness,	to	live	according	to	our	natural	emotions	that	are	contrary	to	God,	and	to	accept	
human	rationale	as	supreme	over	God’s	wisdom.	This	tendency	is	what	motives	our	actions	in	
life,	and	until	a	person	becomes	a	child	of	God,	spiritually	reborn	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	a	person	has	
NO	CHOICE	but	to	live	according	to	this	natural	tendency.		

When	a	person	has	faith	in	the	identity,	works,	and	purpose	of	Jesus	Christ,	that	all	changes.	A	
true	child	of	God	is	no	longer	a	slave	to	the	evil	influence	of	human	nature.	We	still	have	bad	
ideas,	desires,	habits,	and	tendencies,	but	we	are	no	longer	subject	by	the	authority	of	the	flesh	
to	do	them.	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	sin	should	not	“reign”	in	the	“mortal	body”	so	that	we	
obey	the	natural	desire	to	oppose	God.	In	that	we	have	ideas	and	desires	that	oppose	God’s	
eternal	righteousness	until	we	die	proves	that	we	are	indeed	still	unrighteous.	That	does	not	
mean	that	we	need	to	use	our	physical	bodies	to	do	unrighteous	things.	Since	we	have	been	
freed	from	the	bondage	of	sin	because	of	Jesus,	we	can	discern	unrighteousness	by	the	Spirit,	
examine	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	in	the	Word,	and	then	seek	the	Lord	for	the	ability	to	
respond	in	His	likeness.	The	non-believer	will	never	do	this.	The	true	child	of	God	is	able	to	hear	
the	convictions	of	the	Spirit	and	keep	the	evil	thoughts	and	intents	of	our	sin	nature	from	being	
made	manifest	in	our	words,	actions,	and	attitudes.	Just	because	our	sin	in	spiritually-founded,	
doesn’t	mean	we	have	to	make	it	physically	manifest	in	our	lives.	The	ways	we	chose	to	spend	
our	time	and	use	our	minds	and	bodies	doesn’t	have	to	reflect	sin’s	influence	over	us	since	the	
death	of	Jesus	Christ	freed	us	from	it.	This	is	what	it	is	to	live	holy.		
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Use of Instruments 
Scripture: Romans 6:13 – And do not present your members [as] 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as 
being alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of 
righteousness to God. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	our	body	is	not	our	own.	We	were	bought	at	a	price	and	are	commanded	
to	use	our	bodies	to	glorify	God	in	gratitude	for	the	freedom	He	gave	us	to	do	so.	The	Apostle	
Paul	wrote	that	Jesus’	death	was	sufficient	to	separate	His	people	from	the	bondage	of	sin,	the	
fear	of	death,	and	the	condemnation	of	hell.	Since	sin	is	a	natural	attitude	and	desire	to	rebel	
against	God	and	deny	His	purposes,	the	scriptures	explain	that	sin	is	NOT	what	we	do	or	don’t	
do.	Jesus	taught	that	sin	begins	in	the	heart	based	on	this	natural	tendency	to	oppose	God.	The	
speech	and	actions	that	we	observe	as	“sin”	are	merely	the	outward	evidence	of	much	more	evil	
things	that	reside	in	the	heart.		

Jesus’	death	was	sufficient	to	separate	God’s	people	from	the	bondage	of	this	evil	influence,	
which	means	that,	even	though	our	natural	desire	is	to	oppose	God,	we	don’t	have	to	live	
according	to	that	desire.	Even	though	the	world	promotes	selfish	ambition	and	indulgence,	the	
believer	doesn’t	have	to	live	this	way.	Instead,	Jesus	commanded	that	His	disciples	die	to	self,	
pick	up	the	cross,	and	live	in	the	manner	that	He	did	for	the	purposes	that	He	did.	Since	Jesus	
poured	out	the	Holy	Spirit,	all	believers	are	equipped	with	conviction	to	recognize	the	wicked	
intents	of	the	heart,	with	the	power	to	deny	self,	and	encouraged	with	the	testimony	of	Jesus	
Christ	to	show	what	true	righteousness	looks	like	in	order	to	live	that	way	instead.	All	of	this	
takes	place	before	a	single	thing	is	actually	done	or	spoken.		

This	is	why	Paul	taught	that	Christians	should	use	the	human	body	as	an	instrument	of	
righteousness	rather	than	sin.	Our	minds	and	hearts	will	come	up	with	ideas	and	affections	that	
oppose	God,	but	we	don’t	have	to	do	them.	When	Paul	referred	to	“members”	for	righteousness,	
he	was	referring	to	actual	body	parts.	Though	our	hearts	may	desire	to	gossip,	we	don’t	have	to	
use	our	mouths	as	tools	for	that	evil.	We	can	deny	those	tendencies	and	speak	as	the	oracles	of	
God.	Paul	wrote	that	it	is	the	responsibility	of	the	Christian	to	“yield	to	God,”	which	literally	
means	to	stand	alongside	of.	We	are	no	longer	forced	to	stand	alongside	sin	in	opposition	of	God.	
Therefore,	our	physical	speech	and	actions	should	reflect	our	inward	Spirit-motivated	desire	to	
stand	alongside	God	and	His	righteousness	in	the	manner	of	Jesus	Christ.	Our	bodies	are	no	
longer	tools	we	use	to	gratify	the	desire	to	oppose	God.	Our	bodies	are	now	tools	we	use	to	
manifest	the	qualities	of	Jesus	according	to	the	eternal	purposes	of	God	unto	salvation!		
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The Position of the Law 
Scripture: Romans 6:14 – For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you 
are not under law but under grace. 
The	atoning	sacrifice	of	Jesus	Christ	was	powerful	to	do	many	INCREDIBLE	things.	The	suffering	
that	Jesus	endured	was	enough	to	satisfy	the	Father	concerning	all	of	the	suffering	that	should	
be	inflicted	against	every	sinner	at	any	period	in	time.	This	is	not	to	say	that	all	people	are	
forgiven.	Only	those	who	believe	in	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	receive	the	benefits	of	His	work.	
Those	who	do	not	believe	and	reject	the	grace	of	God	will	suffer	condemnation.	Still,	Jesus’	
atoning	sacrifice	was	powerful	enough	to	make	it	so	that	the	Father	is	able	to	declare	those	who	
believe	as	“righteous”	on	account	of	the	forgiveness	made	possible	by	the	blood	of	Jesus.	Though	
we	remain	unrighteous,	the	Father	sees	the	faith	of	His	people	as	sufficient	to	please	Him.		

Upon	being	“justified”	by	faith,	God	also	sanctifies	His	people	from	sin.	This	means	that	God’s	
people	are	not	only	approved	of	the	Father	from	a	spiritual	standpoint,	but	also	able	to	manifest	
His	power	in	a	physical	way.	When	Jesus	died,	He	put	the	sins	of	believers	on	the	cross	with	Him	
so	that	those	who	believe	are	no	longer	enslaved	to	the	natural	human	desire	to	rebel	against	
and	deny	God.	Though	Christians	will	crave	things	that	are	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness	and	
eternal	purposes,	Jesus’	death	enables	God’s	people	to	abstain	from	doing	those	things.	The	
desire	may	remain,	but	that	desire	has	no	controlling	influence	over	the	lives	of	God’s	people.	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	sin	should	not	have	dominion	over	us	to	explain	that	our	faith	in	the	
power	of	Jesus	should	be	made	manifest	through	the	denial	of	the	flesh	that	we	demonstrate	in	
life.	If	Jesus	separated	us	from	the	influence	of	sin	and	the	power	it	had	to	make	us	live	contrary	
to	God’s	righteousness,	our	lives	should	reflect	the	ability	Jesus	gave	to	deny	those	affections.		

Paul	then	compared	the	controlling	influence	of	sin	to	“the	Law.”	Paul	wrote	that	God’s	people	
are	not	under	the	Law.	Recall	that	the	Law	is	the	manner	in	which	God	communicated	His	
righteousness.	The	Law	was	the	manifestation	of	sins	because	when	examining	the	
righteousness	of	God	by	the	Law,	there	was	documentation	to	prove	that	mankind	is	guilty	since	
no	one	can	keep	the	Law.	In	this	way,	we	used	to	be	“under	the	Law”	as	the	proof	of	our	
condemned	nature.	The	devil	is	the	chief	accuser	of	all	people,	and	the	Law	is	what	he	uses	to	
accuse.	He	uses	the	Law	to	prove	that	people	cannot	match	the	righteousness	of	God	and	are	
worthy	of	judgment.	Without	faith	in	the	Gospel,	this	is	true.	However,	Jesus’	death	and	
resurrection	changes	our	position	with	the	Law.	It	is	no	longer	“over”	us,	but	now	resides	within	
us	through	the	Spirit.	It	is	no	longer	a	document	that	can	be	used	against	us	to	condemn	us	
because	God’s	declaration	of	righteousness	towards	us	is	proof	of	His	approval	regardless	of	
guilt.	Without	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus	Christ,	none	of	this	is	possible!	
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Should We Sin? 
Scripture: Romans 6:15 – What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? Certainly not! 
There	has	always	been	great	confusion	about	how	the	grace	of	God	works.	The	Bible	teaches	
that	where	sin	abounds,	grace	abounded	WAY	more!	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	saves	people	
from	the	condemnation	of	sin,	death,	and	hell	on	account	of	His	grace.	He	is	willing	to	offer	
forgiveness	for	ALL	transgression	even	though	our	nature	is	to	oppose	His	holy	essence	and	
eternal	purposes.	God’s	grace	was	demonstrated	in	that	while	we	were	still	sinners,	Jesus	came	
as	God	in	flesh	to	pay	for	sin’s	debt	by	His	own	atoning	sacrifice.	He	embraced	the	suffering	that	
we	deserved,	but	also	proved	that	such	suffering	was	not	sufficient	to	change	His	nature.	He	
remained	glorious	and	thus,	proved	His	righteousness	by	the	resurrection.	If	we	believe	in	this	
truth,	God	assures	that	we	will	not	be	eternally	condemned	for	our	faults.	That’s	grace!	

The	offer	of	God’s	grace	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	involvement	or	participation	of	people.	Jesus	
didn’t	need	help	while	on	the	cross.	Jesus	didn’t	need	help	while	in	the	grave.	People	didn’t	even	
believe	He	rose	from	the	dead	when	they	saw	His	resurrected	body!	Yet,	faith	is	the	exclusive	
means	by	which	God’s	people	enjoy	the	benefits	of	His	grace.	The	early	church	struggled	to	
understand	this.	If	this	is	true,	what	do	we	do	about	God’s	previous	commands?	Do	Jews	still	
need	to	be	circumcised?	Do	we	still	need	to	celebrate	the	feast	days?	Do	the	Ten	Commandments	
still	stand?	If	the	debt	of	sin	was	paid	in	spite	of	our	inability	to	properly	keep	these	ordinances,	
what	is	God’s	expectation	of	us	concerning	these	ordinances?	

Many	people	began	to	teach	that	the	Law	was	obsolete.	Many	believed	that	we	don’t	need	to	be	
concerned	with	God’s	past	ordinances	and	can	live	according	to	our	own	standards	of	
righteousness,	leveraging	abounding	grace	to	make	things	right	in	the	end.	This	is	NOT	a	Biblical	
teaching.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	NOT	continue	in	sin	so	that	grace	can	abound.	
We	should	not	continue	to	submit	to	our	natural	desires	to	indulge	our	flesh	and	deny	God’s	
eternal	promises	for	the	sake	of	temporal	pursuits.	Jesus	set	us	free	from	this	influence	to	
engage	us	in	His	purposes.	Since	we	are	no	longer	“under	the	Law,”	the	Law	cannot	be	held	
against	us	to	condemn	us.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	free	from	God’s	standards	of	
righteousness.	Though	the	Law	of	God	is	no	longer	“over”	us,	the	“Law	of	Christ”	is	now	the	
means	by	which	we	live.	The	testimony	of	Jesus	states	that	Jesus	fulfilled	the	Law	as	God	in	flesh,	
abounding	in	the	Spirit	to	do	so.	The	Law	of	Christ	states	that	we	do	not	continue	to	obey	our	
natural	desires	that	are	contrary	to	God’s	purpose.	Instead,	Christians	have	been	empowered	to	
fulfill	God’s	righteous	ordinances	by	the	power	of	His	Spirit	like	Jesus	did	unto	the	glory	of	the	
Father.	We	are	no	longer	condemned	by	God’s	righteousness.	We	are	now	conduits	of	God’s	
righteousness.	Our	lives	show	prove	that	as	true.		
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To Which Will You Submit? 
Scripture: Romans 6:16 – Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether 
of sin [leading] to death, or of obedience [leading] to righteousness? 

The	Bible	teaches	that	all	people	will	be	slaves	to	something.	There	is	no	other	way	to	look	at	the	
reality	of	life.	According	to	the	truth	of	God’s	Word,	we	will	either	be	slaves	to	the	flesh	or	slaves	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	will	either	be	slaves	to	the	world	or	slaves	to	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	We	will	
either	be	slaves	to	the	devil	and	darkness	or	slaves	to	the	Lord	God	Almighty	and	eternal	life.	
According	to	Paul,	every	person	will	manifest	which	is	their	master.	There	is	evidence	for	those	
who	are	enslaved	to	sin,	death,	and	the	devil.	There	is	evidence	for	those	who	are	enslaved	to	the	
Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	eternal	life.	Even	those	who	believe	that	they	aren’t	slaves	to	anyone,	but	
instead	call	their	own	shots,	will	produce	evidence	that	they	are	indeed	enslaved.		

According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	every	person	will	reveal	which	master	we	serve	based	on	our	
conduct.	He	wrote	that	we	are	“slaves”	to	the	one	that	we	“obey.”	The	word	“slave”	is	the	Greek	
word	“doulos.”	This	word	is	most	often	translated	into	the	English	word	“bondservant.”	It	is	
frequently	used	by	the	apostles	that	described	themselves	as	“bondservants”	of	Jesus	Christ.	
This	quality	of	a	bondservant	was	one	that	was	destitute	of	any	rights	of	any	kind.	In	that	time,	
those	who	were	“doulos”	weren’t	even	considered	people	to	be	mentioned	in	genealogies.	The	
Bible	teaches	that	all	people	are	going	to	be	servants	of	this	kind	to	either	death	or	the	life	that	
God	gives	through	Jesus.	This	is	why	the	English	word	“slave”	is	used	to	describe	this	
relationship.	We	will	either	be	absent	any	identity,	power,	or	authority	concerning	the	influence	
of	sin;	or	we	will	be	absent	any	self-identity,	self-empowerment,	or	self-righteousness	
concerning	the	influence	of	God’s	righteousness	by	faith.		

The	second	word	we	need	to	examine	is	the	word	“obey.”	This	word	is	frequently	used	in	the	
New	Testament	to	describe	the	concept	of	submission.	In	a	Biblical	context,	obedience	is	
reflective	of	the	influence	that	we	are	in	submission	to.	Hence,	those	who	“obey”	sin	are	in	
submission	to	the	influence	of	depravity	to	oppose	and	deny	God.	On	the	other	hand,	those	who	
“obey”	the	Word	are	in	submission	to	the	influence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	His	convictions	
concerning	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	power	of	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection	was	
sufficient	to	set	people	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin,	meaning	that	God’s	people	are	not	forced	to	
submit	to	the	natural	influence	of	the	flesh	and	world	to	deny	and	oppose	God’s	eternal	
purposes.	This	means	that	if	we	truly	believe	in	the	testimony	and	power	of	Jesus,	we	will	
exercise	the	power	He	provides	to	submit	to	the	Holy	Spirit	rather	than	the	flesh.	Romans	1:15	
explains	that	we	received	the	grace	of	God	FOR	this	purpose.	Romans	5:19	explains	that	Jesus	
submitted	to	the	Father	TO	empower	us	this	way.	If	we	are	truly	His,	the	manifestation	of	His	
influence	and	His	power	in	our	lives	will	be	made	evident	through	the	decisions	we	make	to	
deny	our	flesh	according	to	His	righteousness.		
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Thank God… 
Scripture: Romans 6:17 – But God be thanked that [though] you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered. 

The	scriptures	teach	that	the	children	of	God	should	be	hearers	AND	doers	of	the	Word.	We	are	
to	be	servants	of	God	as	“slaves”	to	His	righteousness,	not	our	former	manner	of	living.	The	
Apostle	Paul	explained	that	ALL	people	are	slaves	to	one	of	two	things:	the	flesh	or	the	Spirit.	
People	will	either	live	according	to	the	evil	influence	of	natural	human	desires	that	are	contrary	
to	God’s	righteousness,	or	will	live	according	to	His	righteousness	by	the	power	of	His	Spirit	
given	to	those	who	believe	in	the	Gospel.	The	trick	is	obedience.	Doing	the	will	of	God	is	not	so	
easy.	The	Bible	teaches	that	obeying	the	commands	of	God	are	impossible	without	Him	to	
motivate	and	manufacture	obedience.	The	truth	is,	obedience	isn’t	much	easier	when	the	Spirit	
dwells	in	the	hearts	of	God’s	people.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	understand	how	obedience	
takes	place.		

According	to	the	Bible,	the	obedience	of	God’s	people	doesn’t	take	place	by	the	efforts	of	God’s	
people.	According	to	Romans	6:17,	the	obedience	of	God’s	people	takes	place	through	the	receipt	of	
“doctrine.”	The	Bible	explains	that	the	church	in	Rome	was	able	to	“obey	from	the	heart.”	This	is	a	
good	thing!	If	God	examines	the	heart,	then	obedience	of	the	heat	is	the	condition	that	we	should	
desire	to	be	in.	Jesus	criticized	obedience	that	was	hypocritical	where	outward	works	looked	good,	
but	the	heart	was	far	from	God.	Paul	testified	that	the	church	in	Rome	was	able	to	manifest	obedience	
from	the	heart,	but	not	by	their	own	merits.	Their	obedience	was	the	result	of	their	receipt	of	
“doctrine.”	This	is	a	reference	to	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	other	words,	the	people	of	the	church	
in	Rome	heard	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	and	believed.	It	was	that	faith	that	enabled	true	obedience	
that	came	from	the	heart!		

This	is	an	important	truth	to	consider.	Notice	how	Paul	acknowledged	that	God	is	the	One	who	
should	be	thanked.	The	obedience	of	the	people	to	repent	and	receive	the	truth	of	Jesus’	testimony	
was	not	on	account	of	the	refined	intelligence,	ability,	or	experience	of	the	people	who	received	it.	
The	obedience	of	the	people	was	on	account	of	the	work	of	God,	which	is	why	the	people	were	called	
to	thank	Him.	This	means	that	the	work	of	atonement	was	exclusively	the	work	of	God	AS	WELL	AS	
the	work	of	obedience!	God	does	it	all!	He	is	the	One	that	enables	His	people	to	come	to	Him	by	faith	
on	account	of	the	work	He	did	in	the	flesh	as	Jesus.	He	is	ALSO	the	One	that	enables	His	people	to	
repent,	receive	the	Gospel	by	faith,	and	walk	according	to	it	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus.	If	not	for	the	
Spirit	that	He	gives,	His	people	would	not	be	empowered	to	deny	the	flesh	and	walk	according	to	His	
image.	The	exclusive	means	by	which	He	distributes	that	power	–	the	teaching	of	the	Gospel!	Since	
God	does	all	things	well,	He	enables	His	people	to	do	the	same.	Thank	Him	for	it!		
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Set Free! 
Scripture: Romans 6:18 – And having been set free from sin, you became 
slaves of righteousness. 
Many	Christians	have	heard	and	read	that	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	sets	us	free.	However,	there	are	
many	that	are	confused	about	what	we	are	set	free	from.	There	are	ministries	that	identify	
themselves	by	the	fact	that	we	are	“set	free.”	There	are	songs	that	are	sung	that	state	we	have	
been	set	free.	Yet	still,	many	of	these	common	sayings	fail	to	identify	what	we	have	been	set	free	
from	and	why	God	did	so.	Denominations	teach	that	we	have	been	set	free	to	live	successful	and	
productive	lifestyles.	This	may	be	true,	but	what	standard	do	we	measure	“success”	and	
“productivity?”	A	song	says	that	we	have	been	“set	free	for	freedom.”	What	does	that	even	
mean?	Thankfully,	the	Bible	makes	these	things	clear.		

The	Apostle	Paul	worked	diligently	to	answer	the	question,	“Should	we	continue	in	sin	so	that	
grace	may	abound?”	The	Bible	explains	why	we	shouldn’t	continue	in	sin.	According	to	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	when	Jesus	died,	He	destroyed	the	bondage	of	sin’s	influence	over	the	
lives	of	His	people.	Sin	is	more	than	the	things	we	do	or	don’t	do.	Sin	is	a	spiritual	influence	that	
all	people	have	that	inspires	all	people	to	live	contrary	to	God’s	eternal	purposes	and	
righteousness.	When	Jesus	died,	He	made	it	so	that	we	no	longer	have	to	be	subject	to	those	evil	
natural	desires.	When	we	were	conceived	as	human	beings,	sin	was	in	existence,	long	before	a	
physical	limb	was	formed.	That	dark	influence	governed	our	lives	so	that	we	were	in	bondage	to	
the	natural	inclination	to	live	for	selfish	purposes	rather	than	God’s.	Before	the	Lord	implanted	
faith	in	the	Gospel	into	our	hearts,	we	had	no	choice	but	to	do	what	sin	compelled	us	to	do	–	live	
contrary	to	God’s	eternal	will	and	purposes.		

When	Jesus	died,	this	controlling	influence	died	with	Him.	Spiritually	speaking,	Jesus	took	the	
controlling	influence	of	sin	and	separated	us	from	it.	However,	since	all	people	are	subject	to	
something,	those	who	have	been	set	free	from	the	controlling	influence	of	sin	are	now	subject	to	
another	influence.	Hence,	Jesus	didn’t	die	just	so	that	we	could	be	free	from	one	influence,	left	to	
figure	things	out	on	our	own.	Jesus	died	so	that	we	could	be	made	subject	to	the	proper	
influence	so	that	we	could	live	eternally	with	Him.	We	were	set	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin	so	
that	we	could	be	made	subject	to	the	righteousness	of	God.	We	have	been	delivered	from	the	
wages	of	sin	so	that	we	could	be	made	subject	to	God’s	purposes	unto	eternal	life.	Hence,	while	
we	might	be	free	to	abstain	from	sin’s	influence,	we	are	NOT	free	from	God	to	do	as	we	please.	
This	is	why	we	should	not	continue	in	sin.	The	blood	of	Jesus	bought	us	at	the	highest	price	to	
free	us	from	sin’s	influence	so	that	we	could	submit	to	the	righteous	commands	of	the	Father	in	
the	likeness	of	His	Son,	specifically	to	give	praise	and	thanks	to	God	by	the	power	of	His	Spirit!		
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Christian Responsibility… 
Scripture: Romans 6:19 – I speak in human [terms] because of the weakness 
of your flesh. For just as you presented your members [as] slaves of 
uncleanness, and of lawlessness [leading] to [more] lawlessness, so now 
present your members [as] slaves [of] righteousness for holiness. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	once	a	person	has	been	saved	by	the	grace	of	God,	there	is	an	individual	
responsibility	to	live	according	to	the	promises	of	God.	The	new	covenant	promises	of	God	
guarantee	that	Jesus’	death	was	sufficient	to	forgive	all	transgressions.	The	distance	that	sin	
caused	between	people	and	God	is	done	away	with.	As	a	result,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	able	to	dwell	in	
the	hearts	of	God’s	people.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	the	hearts	of	the	humble	and	contrite	in	
order	to	revive	the	spirit	and	the	soul	unto	the	likeness	of	Jesus	Christ.	Since	this	is	true,	those	
who	outwardly	claim	to	be	saved	by	faith	should	have	lives	that	resemble	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	
promises.	There	should	be	evidence	that	shows	separation	from	sin	and	the	ability	to	live	
according	to	God’s	righteousness.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explained	this	thoroughly.	He	stated	that	he	spoke	“in	human	terms”	relating	to	
slavery	in	order	to	explain	how	any	person’s	life	will	look	one	of	two	ways,	and	there	is	only	one	
way	that	God	approves	of.	Paul	wrote	about	“the	weakness	of	the	flesh.”	The	original	word	used	
to	describe	“weakness”	refers	to	a	quality	of	infirmity	that	results	in	death.	In	other	words,	the	
flesh	has	absolutely	no	ability	whatsoever	to	do	righteous	things	of	God.	The	proof	of	the	
weakness	of	human	depravity	is	demonstrated	by	the	manner	of	living	and	attitude	before	
someone	came	to	Christ.	Before	coming	to	Christ,	people	don’t	even	have	the	desire	to	do	as	God	
says	let	alone	the	ability.	Thus,	Paul	explained	that	all	people	are	“slaves	to	sin”	because	we	
didn’t	have	the	ability	to	do	anything	else	except	submit	to	the	natural	desires	of	the	flesh,	which	
are	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness	and	eternal	purposes.		

Since	coming	to	faith	in	Christ,	the	new	covenant	promises	of	God	state	that	things	are	different.	
We	are	no	longer	bound	to	depravity	so	that	sin	governs	our	lives.	The	life	of	a	believer	should	
manifest	proof	of	God’s	indwelling	and	empowerment	by	His	Spirit.	Since	we	are	either	
governed	by	self	or	by	God,	we	should	leverage	the	power	God	has	given	to	deny	the	flesh	and	
submit	to	His	righteousness.	The	standards	by	which	anyone	makes	any	decision	will	either	be	
by	uncleanness	and	lawlessness,	referring	to	unrighteousness	and	death;	or	we	will	make	
decisions	based	on	God’s	righteousness	as	stated	in	the	Word	and	shown	by	Jesus	in	flesh.	
According	to	scripture,	our	decisions	will	either	go	in	the	direction	of	lawlessness	or	holiness.	
There	is	no	middle	ground.	Thus,	the	people	of	God	should	know	how	critical	our	decisions	are.	
They	will	either	prove	God’s	promises	as	right	when	we	decide	to	die	to	our	natural	affections	in	
order	to	do	the	eternally-centered	will	of	God;	or	will	show	God	to	be	weak	while	our	outward	
claims	differ	from	our	conduct.	If	God	is	powerful	to	set	us	free	from	the	influence	of	sin,	the	
decisions	we	make	should	show	that.	We	should	use	our	lives	to	prove	God	right!	
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What Did We Have To Show For 
Scripture: Romans 6:20-21 – For when you were slaves of sin, you were 
free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things [is] death. 

The	Bible	is	very	practical	in	presentation.	The	Apostle	Paul	asked	a	rhetorical	question	that	
made	sense,	but	went	great	lengths	to	answer	the	question	anyway,	even	though	the	answer	
seemed	obvious.	He	asked	if	Christians	should	continue	in	sin	so	that	the	grace	we	were	saved	
by	may	abound?	Since	many	people	of	Paul’s	time	had	poor	attitudes	about	the	concept	of	being	
saved	by	grace,	they	were	leveraging	that	concept	as	a	license	to	live	according	to	the	desires	of	
their	flesh	that	were	contrary	to	God.	Paul	rebuked	that	behavior	and	gave	sound	reasons	as	to	
why	such	living	doesn’t	make	sense	for	those	who	have	truly	been	born	again	of	the	Spirit.		

One	of	the	simple	matters	that	Paul	addressed	when	proving	his	point	was	this:	Do	we	as	
Christians	have	anything	good	to	show	for	concerning	our	life	before	faith	in	Jesus?	Why	did	we	
come	to	faith	in	Jesus	and	seek	the	salvation	He	offers	if	we	thought	that	our	lives	were	good	as	
they	were?	Why	did	we	seek	the	grace	of	the	Lord	God	to	begin	with	if	we	felt	that	everything	
was	okay?	We	sought	the	Lord	because	we	knew	something	was	wrong.	We	entrusted	our	lives	
to	Jesus	because	we	trusted	knew	we	needed	help	greater	than	ourselves.	We	trusted	in	Jesus	as	
our	Savior	to	escape	the	wrath	of	God	because	we	knew	our	current	manner	of	living	was	
leading	us	to	hell.	We	sought	to	be	born	again	because	we	knew	that	we	needed	a	change	in	our	
lives.	So	then,	Paul	asked	a	simple	question.	What	fruit	was	there	before?	What	was	so	good	
about	our	lives	before	we	were	born	again	that	we	should	seek	to	live	in	the	ways	of	the	flesh	
that	were	leading	us	to	hell?	

The	scriptures	teach	that	when	a	person	is	a	slave	to	sin	(apart	from	God’s	grace),	then	that	
person	is	also	“free	in	regard	to	righteousness.”	Here,	it	is	important	to	keep	Paul’s	previous	
points	in	context.	Recall	that	Paul	used	the	analogy	of	slavery	and	freedom	to	explain	the	extent	
of	influence	that	sin	has.	When	we	are	separated	from	God’s	grace,	we	are	“slaves”	to	sin,	
meaning	that	we	are	controlled	by	the	influence	of	sin	to	live	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness.	
When	we	are	saved,	we	were	set	free	from	that	influence.	Sin	cannot	influence	us	anymore	to	the	
point	that	the	natural	desire	to	oppose	God	governs	our	lives.	In	the	same	way,	when	we	were	
enslaved	to	sin,	we	were	“free”	from	the	righteousness	of	God.	God’s	righteousness	had	no	
influence	over	our	lives.	We	were	not	yoked	to	the	righteousness	of	God	to	do	the	things	that	
God	declared	as	right	and	good.	How	could	we	produce	good	fruit	if	we	weren’t	even	thinking	to	
do	so?	When	we	were	slaves	to	sin,	we	were	governed	by	the	natural	desire	to	oppose	God	and	
on	our	way	to	hell.	So	why	would	we	go	back	to	that	manner	of	living?	Why	would	we	continue	
in	sin?	Why	would	we	want	to	live	separated	from	the	influence	and	ability	of	God’s	
righteousness?	How	can	a	true	child	of	God	desire	to	be	free	from	the	goodness	of	God	and	His	
ways?		
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But Now… 
Scripture: Romans 6:22 – But now having been set free from sin, and having 
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 
everlasting life. 

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	POWER	of	God	unto	salvation.	If	God	is	
showing	power,	then	there	should	be	evidence	of	that	power!	This	power	is	equal	to	the	power	
that	God	manifested	when	He	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	so	one	that	has	received	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	by	faith	is	one	that	has	received	the	power	of	God	equal	to	His	power	to	
create	all	things.	There	should	be	profoundly	observable	proof	that	such	a	person	has	received	
the	Gospel.	Those	who	receive	the	Gospel	should	manifest	this	power	in	ways	that	are	starkly	
different	from	those	who	have	not	received	the	Gospel.	Those	who	walk	according	to	faith	
shouldn’t	resemble	those	of	the	world	in	any	way,	shape,	or	form	if	we	truly	believe	in	the	claims	
of	the	Word	concerning	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.		

How	is	that	power	supposed	to	be	made	manifest	in	our	lives?	According	to	the	scriptures,	the	
Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	power	of	the	Gospel	is	made	visible	through	the	contrasting	motives,	
attitudes,	and	lifestyles	of	God’s	people	compared	to	those	of	the	world.	The	scripture	above	
begins	with	the	word	“but”	showing	an	extreme	point	of	contrast	from	Paul’s	previous	point.	His	
previous	point	was	that	our	past	manner	of	living	didn’t	produce	fruit	that	was	good.	That’s	why	
we	came	to	Christ.	Before	“coming	to	faith”	we	knew	something	was	wrong	and	needed	a	change	
in	our	lives.	We	trusted	that	Jesus	was	the	only	One	able	to	produce	that	change	based	on	the	
testimony	we	heard	of	Him.	The	Bible	states	that	before	we	became	believers,	we	were	
separated	from	the	influence	of	God’s	righteousness,	were	not	yoked	to	His	purposes,	and	so	it	
was	impossible	for	us	to	please	God,	do	good,	or	have	satisfaction	in	life.	Hence,	we	decided	to	
repent	and	follow	Jesus.		

Since	then,	the	Bible	states	that	we	are	free	from	the	influence	of	sin	to	oppose	God	and	His	
ways.	Since	all	people	are	enslaved	to	some	influence	or	another,	having	been	loosed	of	sin’s	
influence	as	enemies	of	God,	we	are	by	nature,	slaves	to	God	to	be	enemies	of	sin!	This	should	
produce	fruit/power.	Recall	that	Paul	explained	that	it	was	the	continual	teaching	of	the	identity	
of	Jesus,	His	purposes,	and	promises	(the	Gospel)	that	led	them	to	salvation.	Our	continued	
learning	and	understanding	of	the	Gospel	produces	fruit	“to	holiness.”	The	maturing	knowledge	
and	understanding	of	the	Gospel	leads	us	in	the	direction	of	“holiness,”	which	is	separation	from	
sin	and	death.	Being	led	from	sin,	the	flesh,	and	the	world,	we	by	nature,	are	led	to	the	Lord	who	
produces	eternal	life,	directly	contrasting	our	previous	manner	of	living.	This	is	what	the	power	
of	God	does.	That	power	should	show	in	the	lives	of	those	who	have	received	it!		
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Death or Life 
Scripture: Romans 6:23 – For the wages of sin [is] death, but the gift of 
God [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
One	of	the	most	often	used	teaching	techniques	of	the	Bible	is	to	use	dramatic	contrasts	to	
explain	one	or	two	opposing	points.	The	Lord	will	often	use	an	extreme	point	of	darkness	to	
illustrate	His	essence	as.	Likewise,	the	Lord	will	often	provide	intense	illustrations	of	light	to	
explain	the	depth	of	danger	surrounding	darkness.	When	we	understand	the	depth	of	one	
principle,	we	can	apply	the	extreme	opposite	point	to	the	other	principle.	This	is	a	very	Jewish	
way	of	teaching	and	speaking,	and	since	the	Bible	is	a	Jewish	book	for	the	most	part,	it	is	filled	
with	these	sorts	of	illustrations.	Paul,	being	a	Jew,	often	used	this	technique	to	explain	the	truths	
of	the	Gospel	as	the	Holy	Spirit	spoke	through	him.	Romans	6:23	is	an	example	of	how	our	
understanding	of	one	point	can	help	us	understand	the	magnitude	of	God’s	grace	as	an	opposite	
principle	to	Paul’s	original	point.		

The	scripture	begins	by	stating	that	the	wages	of	sin	is	death.	The	original	Greek	word	for	
“wages”	is	a	word	that	was	commonly	used	to	describe	the	pay	a	soldier	would	receive.	An	
example	in	the	Bible	is	found	in	Luke	3:14.	If	we	consider	the	work	that	a	soldier	engages	it,	and	
then	understand	the	quality	of	pay	they	receive,	we	can	understand	the	spiritual	principle	Paul	
was	seeking	to	explain.	It	is	commonly	understood	that	soldiers	train	exceptionally	hard.	
Soldiers	are	expected	to	train	to	an	extent	that	they	can	perform	nearly	super-human	tasks	in	
order	to	protect	their	country	and	conquer	enemies.	Soldiers	are	expected	to	sacrifice	their	
bodies,	their	independent	thinking,	their	time	with	families,	their	possessions,	and	their	lives	in	
order	to	do	the	jobs	they’ve	been	called	to	do	as	fighters.	According	to	Paul,	there	is	a	parallel	
principle	to	the	ways	we	engage	with	sin.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	intensity	of	a	soldier’s	
training	is	parallel	to	the	effort	people	make	to	oppose	God	and	His	righteousness.	The	natural	
influence	of	sin	causes	people	to	labor,	practice,	and	train	to	oppose	God,	only	to	die	in	the	end.		

According	to	the	Bible,	all	people	are	enslaved	to	the	influence	of	sin	to	the	degree	that	we	labor	
and	“train”	to	the	degree	of	a	soldier	training	for	war;	but	the	fruit	of	our	labor	produces	eternal	
separation	from	God	unto	condemnation.	In	direct	contrast,	Paul	wrote	that	salvation	is	founded	
on	a	gift,	not	labor	and	training.	The	gift	is	from	God,	and	the	Greek	word	used	to	describe	this	
gift	is	“charisma,”	which	is	also	used	to	describe	the	grace	of	God.	The	Lord	God	Almighty	
provides	favor	that	separates	laborers	from	death	and	enables	them	in	eternal	life.	This	gift	is	“of	
God,”	meaning	that	He	is	the	only	place	to	get	it.	This	gift	comes	“through	Jesus	Christ,”	referring	
to	Him	as	the	exclusive	means	by	which	this	gift	is	received.	The	labor	and	efforts	of	the	natural	
“self”	produce	death,	but	in	direct	contrast,	God	offers	life.	He	is	able	to	do	so	because	of	His	own	
labor	as	Jesus	Christ.	Those	who	believe	in	this	truth	are	able	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	it.	Clearly,	
salvation	doesn’t	involve	our	efforts	and	with	the	extent	of	favor	God	provides,	our	efforts	
should	be	to	thank	God,	not	rival	Him.	
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The Law’s Dominion 
Scripture: Romans 7:1 – Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those 
who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he 
lives? 

There	are	some	facets	of	the	Bible	that	can	seem	intimidating	based	on	how	candid	the	Lord	
taught	certain	principles.	For	example,	Jesus	taught	that	those	who	desire	to	go	after	Him	must	
first	deny	themselves,	pick	up	the	cross	and	follow	Him.	Jesus	then	set	the	standard	to	express	
how	literal	that	command	was.	Jesus	truly	denied	Himself.	Jesus	literally	embraced	the	cross	
unto	the	point	of	death.	However,	Jesus	then	rose	from	the	dead	and	ascended	to	the	right	hand	
of	the	Father.	This	goes	to	show	that	the	road	to	heaven	is	not	easy	and	requires	self-sacrifice	to	
the	point	of	death	–	literally.	This	idea	scares	people.	Historically,	people	have	had	tight	grips	on	
worldly	affections	and	personal	ambitions.	It	is	hard	to	embrace	the	idea	of	God’s	eternal	
promises	at	the	expense	of	our	pursuits.	Death	is	scary	to	a	lot	of	people;	whether	literal	
physical	death	or	the	denial	of	personal	affections.	

The	Apostle	Paul	made	efforts	to	convince	the	church	in	Rome	that	the	idea	of	death	is	actually	a	
good	thing.	Jesus’	resurrection	should	have	been	sufficient	to	convince	the	people	of	God	of	the	
supremacy	of	His	goodness,	but	as	people,	sometimes	we	need	more.	Sometimes	people	feel	that	
personal	efforts	are	good	and	helpful	to	God.	Nevertheless,	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	explains	
that	God	and	God	alone	is	good	and	able	to	produce	fruit.	He	doesn’t	need	our	help.	He	can’t	use	
our	merits	in	a	natural	condition.	When	Paul	addressed	the	church	in	Rome,	he	addressed	them	
in	such	a	manner	that	the	Jews	were	familiar	with.	The	people	he	wrote	to	in	Rome	were	people	
that	understood	the	fundamental	basics	of	God’s	righteousness,	sin,	and	death.		

Being	conformed	to	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	death	is	a	good	thing	and	not	something	to	be	afraid	of.	
If	the	Law	of	God	identifies	the	righteousness	of	God,	and	by	extension	the	condemned	nature	of	
humanity,	then	the	Law	is	truly	a	curse.	However,	when	a	person	dies,	they	are	no	longer	bound	
to	the	Law.	The	Jews	understood	that	they	were	bound	to	the	Law	as	long	as	they	were	alive.	
They	were	obligated	to	offer	their	sacrifices	and	celebrate	the	feast	days.	No	matter	how	old,	the	
Law	was	to	govern	the	lives	of	God’s	people.	Once	dead,	they	could	no	longer	offer	sacrifices	for	
sin.	Upon	death,	the	Jews	were	separated	from	the	Law	and	the	curse	of	it	–	either	for	the	better	
(by	faith)	or	worse	(in	judgment	for	unbelief).	Since	the	Jews	in	Rome	were	believers,	Paul	
reminded	them	that	their	likeness	to	the	death	of	Jesus	was	good	because	it	freed	them	from	the	
obligations	of	the	Law.	They	were	no	longer	under	the	obligation	of	the	Law	to	perform	works	of	
salvation	since	those	works	ultimately	led	to	death	anyway.	Instead,	being	likened	to	Jesus’	
death,	they	were	freed	from	the	need	to	work	to	earn	favor	from	God	unto	a	curse;	as	believers	
we	are	set	free	from	the	curse	of	futile	labor	so	that	we	can	rest	in	the	truly	righteous	works	of	
Jesus	Christ	according	to	the	grace	of	the	Father.	Where	is	the	“bad”	in	that?	What	is	there	to	be	
afraid	of	in	this	truth?		
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Till Death Do Us Part… 
Scripture: Romans 7:2-3 – For the woman who has a husband is bound by 
the law to [her] husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is 
released from the law of [her] husband. So then if, while [her] husband 
lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her 
husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though 
she has married another man. 

The	subject	of	“salvation	by	grace”	has	been	a	difficult	subject	to	understand	since	the	promise	
of	God	was	fulfilled	by	Jesus	nearly	two	thousand	years	ago.	We	are	not	like	God.	People	are	
selfish	by	nature.	God	is	merciful	and	gracious	by	nature.	Therefore,	it	is	hard	for	the	human	
brain	to	comprehend	the	true	Gospel	where	God	did	ALL	the	work	of	salvation	to	forgive	sins.	
People	naturally	want	to	earn	God’s	favor,	failing	to	understand	that	we	can’t	since	our	nature	is	
corrupted.	Corruption	only	produces	corruption,	so	our	righteousness	is	but	a	filthy	rag	in	the	
eyes	of	the	Holy	God.	Nevertheless,	God	makes	Himself	available	through	faith	so	that	His	
righteousness	is	available	by	His	Spirit.	This	is	a	miracle,	and	miracles	are	hard	to	explain.		

This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	spent	so	much	time	talking	about	the	Law.	If	the	Law	is	predicated	
on	things	that	we	do,	where	does	the	Law	fit	in	the	life	of	someone	who	has	been	saved	by	grace	
absent	works	of	the	Law?	The	Law	still	has	its	place	of	course,	but	not	for	the	reasons	that	many	
think.	According	to	the	Bible,	the	Law	is	NOT	a	list	of	things	we	do	to	please	God	in	order	to	
receive	His	salvation.	When	we	are	saved,	we	are	set	free	from	the	condemnation	of	the	Law	so	
that	it	is	no	longer	a	curse	to	us.	While	saved,	the	Law	is	not	a	document	that	God	holds	over	us	
to	prove	our	guilt	against	Him.	When	we	are	saved,	we	are	dead	to	sin	and	alive	in	Christ.		

Jesus	taught	in	Matthew	19:4-6	that	God’s	Law	was	for	a	man	and	woman	to	be	joined	as	one	in	
marriage	until	death.	Death	is	the	means	by	which	the	oneness	of	the	bond	of	marriage	
separates	a	man	and	a	woman	so	that	the	widowed	person	is	free	from	the	spiritual	unity	of	
marriage.	This	is	why	the	Law	permitted	a	widowed	person	to	remarry	without	consequence.	To	
remarry	without	the	death	of	the	spouse	resulted	in	adultery,	which	is	punishable	by	death.	This	
illustration	in	marriage	shows	that	death	sets	people	free	from	the	obligation	of	the	Law.	If	we	
have	died	to	the	flesh	through	faith	in	Christ,	then	we	have	also	been	set	free	from	the	obligation	
of	the	Law	that	used	to	be	a	curse	as	proof	of	our	guilt	against	God.	It	is	as	if	we	were	married	to	
sin	and	death,	but	in	spiritual	death	through	faith,	that	“oneness”	with	evil	is	done	away	with	so	
that	we	are	free	to	be	joined	to	another	–	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	His	righteousness	in	the	
likeness	of	His	resurrection!			
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Fruit of Salvation 
Scripture: Romans 7:4 – Therefore, my brethren, you also have become 
dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to 
another--to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to 
God. 

When	God	placed	Adam	and	Eve	in	the	Garden	of	Eden,	He	gave	them	a	simple	command:	Be	
fruitful,	multiply,	fill	the	earth,	and	subdue	it.	This	command	represented	the	workings	of	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	When	God	commanded	Adam	and	Eve	to	be	fruitful	and	multiply,	He	was	
explaining	their	life’s	purpose.	God	created	them	and	breathed	life	into	them	in	order	to	have	
them	tend	to	and	multiply	that	which	He	previously	declared	as	“good.”	God	expected	them	to	
trust	His	supreme	standards	of	goodness	and	then	leverage	the	ability	and	resources	that	He	
provided	to	reproduce	more	of	it.	Of	course,	this	was	to	be	practically	done	by	having	babies.	
God	wanted	more	people	to	live	in	the	manner	that	He	first	created	people	in.	Since		

According	to	Paul,	our	salvation	is	like	a	marriage	relationship.	When	we	were	conceived	with	
dead	souls,	we	were	born	into	a	marriage	relationship	to	sin,	death,	and	hell.	All	of	us	were	like	
wives	in	an	abusive	relationship	and	there	was	no	escape.	According	to	God’s	Law,	we	were	
unable	to	break	free	from	the	bondage	of	the	curse	of	our	own	depravity.	However,	when	Jesus	
came	into	the	world,	He	came	specifically	for	the	purpose	of	death.	When	He	died,	His	death	was	
spiritually	transferrable.	Since	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh,	His	death	has	meaning	and	power.	The	
power	of	Jesus’	physical	death	is	sufficient	to	cause	believers	to	experience	the	same	sort	of	
death	in	“the	flesh,”	referring	to	the	dominating	influence	of	sin	that	leads	us	to	hell.	Since	Jesus	
died,	we	died.	Since	we	are	dead,	we	are	no	longer	“married”	to	depravity	so	that	we	are	forced	
to	do	what	depravity	says.	Being	freed	from	that	abusive	relationship,	we	are	now	able	to	be	
joined	to	another	for	a	more	“fruitful	marriage.”	

Since	Jesus	didn’t	stay	dead,	we	don’t	stay	dead	either	when	we	are	conformed	to	His	crucifixion.	
We	too	are	raised	up	in	the	spirit	for	glory.	According	to	the	Genesis	account,	God	is	glorified	
when	two	become	one	and	reproduce	that	which	He	deems	as	“good.”	Since	we	are	freed	from	
our	previous	“marriage”	to	sin,	we	are	able	to	be	joined	to	Jesus	Christ	in	order	to	be	one	with	
Him!	Being	one	with	Him,	we	are	able	to	“bear	fruit	to	God,”	which	refers	to	the	effects	of	our	
intimate	and	meaningful	oneness	with	Him.	We	should	“reproduce”	in	our	marriage	to	Christ	so	
that	the	essence	of	His	righteousness	is	made	manifest	in	the	transformation	of	our	own	lives,	
through	evangelism	and	through	discipleship.	This	is	what	God	wanted	in	the	beginning	and	was	
the	purpose	of	life	then.	Nothing	has	changed	other	than	the	way	God	makes	this	all	possible.		
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The Way Things Were… 
Scripture: Romans 7:5 – For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions 
which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to 
death. 

There	is	often	a	tendency	in	the	human	mind	to	reflect	back	on	the	way	things	used	to	be	in	such	
a	manner	that	is	often	skewed	from	the	ways	they	actually	were.	In	other	words,	sometimes	we	
can	glamorize	the	past	as	if	it	were	good,	forgetting	the	truth	of	the	circumstances	in	how	they	
actually	were.	This	is	especially	true	of	Christians.	We	all	have	the	tendency	to	reflect	back	on	
our	life	before	Christ,	picking	out	moments	in	time	that	we	thought	were	good,	though	we	were	
in	bondage	to	sin,	destined	for	hell.	How	good	were	those	times	really?	

The	Apostle	Paul	sought	to	remind	the	church	about	the	truth	of	the	past.	Our	continuous	
striving	to	do	things	that	please	ourselves	as	if	good	works	would	overturn	bad	ones	was	
evidence	of	bondage.	While	in	the	flesh,	the	“sinful	passions”	of	our	naturally	depraved	souls	
worked	diligently	to	oppose	God,	only	to	lead	to	our	eventual	death	and	condemnation.	Here,	the	
phrase	“sinful	passions”	can	be	misleading	to	the	true	meaning	of	the	verse.	The	English	word	
“passions”	is	actually	a	Greek	word	that	refers	to	suffering.	It	is	used	16	times	in	the	New	
Testament	to	describe	the	suffering	of	God’s	people,	even	the	suffering	of	Jesus.	When	we	were	
in	bondage	to	the	flesh,	the	influence	of	sin	caused	intense	suffering	and	incredible	damage	in	
our	lives	until	the	point	of	death	and	eventual	condemnation.	That	is	the	truth	about	the	past.		

Additionally,	the	Bible	explains	that	the	Law	of	God	was	the	specific	target	of	our	rebellion.	
Notice	that	the	scripture	says	that	“sinful	passions	were	aroused	by	the	Law.”	This	does	not	
mean	that	the	Law	caused	us	to	sin.	This	means	that	the	influence	of	sin	that	held	us	captive	by	
the	flesh	saw	the	righteousness	of	God	in	the	Law	and	sought	to	deny	it.	The	Law	is	the	
documentation	of	God’s	righteousness.	The	natural	“self”	causes	great	torment	in	our	own	lives	
and	in	the	lives	of	others.	The	bondage	that	we	used	to	be	in	before	Jesus	used	to	cause	us	to	
conduct	ourselves	in	ways	that	opposed	God	in	a	physical	sense.	We	used	the	bodies	that	God	
made	to	worship	Him	to	do	things	that	were	contrary	to	Him.	Since	we	were	in	bondage	to	sin,	
this	was	our	life	and	there	was	no	other	option.	Our	hearts	were	diligent	workers	to	oppose	
God’s	righteousness,	structuring	our	lives	to	be	lived	our	way	instead	of	God’s.	This	produced	
suffering	of	the	greatest	kind	–	parallel	to	the	suffering	of	Jesus	Himself.	This	is	the	truth	of	the	
way	things	were.	But	now,	we	have	been	set	free	from	such	a	miserable	condition	because	of	
Jesus	Christ	and	Him	alone!	Since	God	only	requires	that	we	believe	in	this	truth	to	receive	the	
benefits	of	our	deliverance,	we	should	now	spend	our	lives	thanking	God	rather	than	opposing	
Him.		
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The Way Things Are… 
Scripture: Romans 7:6 – But now we have been delivered from the law, 
having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness 
of the Spirit and not [in] the oldness of the letter. 

The	Bible	is	FILLED	with	contrasts.	The	Bible	uses	the	concept	of	extreme	contrasts	to	teach	
some	of	the	most	important	points	of	the	Bible.	For	example,	since	God	is	holy	and	there	are	
none	like	Him,	the	Lord	will	often	point	out	the	flaws	in	people	in	opposition	to	Him	in	order	to	
express	His	perfection.	When	we	see	the	extent	of	depravity	of	the	human	heart,	we	can	apply	
the	opposite	principle	to	learn	about	the	righteousness	of	God.	The	Apostle	Paul	used	this	type	
of	teaching	to	explain	the	manner	in	which	a	believer	should	live	according	to	faith.		

When	conceived,	a	person	is	already	in	bondage	to	sin.	The	influence	of	sin	causes	all	people	to	
naturally	desire	living	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness.	Before	coming	to	faith	in	Christ,	we	don’t	
have	any	other	options.	We	are	enslaved	to	the	darkness	to	rebel	against	God,	meaning	that	
there	was	nothing	we	could	do	to	please	God,	and	were	His	enemies	by	extension.	Paul	often	
used	the	phrase	“but	now”	to	explain	how	the	identity	and	work	of	Jesus	Christ	has	completely	
changed	the	circumstances!	We	were	enslaved	to	evil,	but	now	are	free	to	live	according	to	the	
righteousness	of	God	by	the	power	of	His	Spirit.	Christians	often	struggle	with	understanding	
how	to	live	according	to	God’s	grace.	If	God	saved	us	in	spite	of	our	sin	and	fulfilled	the	Law	on	
our	behalf,	why	should	we	strive	to	live	according	to	the	righteousness	of	God	declared	in	the	
Law?	Isn’t	the	work	already	done?	These	were	the	sorts	of	questions	believers	were	asking	
during	the	time	of	Paul,	and	they	remain	today.	This	is	why	Paul	wrote	what	he	did	to	describe	
the	“newness”	of	life	in	Christ.		

The	scriptures	teach	that	we	have	been	“delivered”	from	the	Law,	meaning	that	we	are	no	longer	
bound	by	the	curse	of	the	Law.	The	righteousness	of	God	in	the	Law	is	rendered	ineffective	to	
condemn	us	to	hell	because	we	have	been	forgiven	of	our	offense	against	God.	The	Bible	explains	
that	we’ve	been	delivered	for	a	purpose.	God	forgives	sins	for	a	particular	reason.	Our	purpose	
as	Christians	is	to	live	according	to	“newness,”	which	refers	to	something	unworn,	uncommon,	
unprecedented,	and	fresh.	This	is	in	direct	opposition	to	our	“old”	manner	of	living,	which	the	
language	defines	as	worn,	or	no	longer	in	use.	This	means	that	our	justification	and	
sanctification	through	faith	in	Jesus	makes	us	a	COMPLETELY	different	person.	We	should	
resemble	someone	totally	opposite	of	who	we	used	to	be.	Our	affections,	motives,	and	conduct	in	
life	as	a	Christian	should	be	uncommon	and	unprecedented	compared	to	our	life	before	faith.	
Since	the	Gospel	was	the	means	by	which	we	were	saved,	and	the	Gospel	is	the	power	of	God,	
then	there	isn’t	any	reason	that	this	sort	of	radical	transformation	shouldn’t	be	evident.		
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The Purpose of the Law 
Scripture: Romans 7:7 – What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? Certainly 
not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. 
For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You 
shall not covet." 

The	concept	of	“justification	by	faith”	has	always	been	a	difficult	concept	to	harmonize	with	the	
concept	of	“the	Law.”	God’s	people	have	historically	looked	at	“the	Law”	as	a	list	of	“do’s	and	
don’ts”	that	will	ultimately	determine	whether	we	are	pleasing	to	God	or	not.	The	Law	was	
NEVER	intended	to	be	a	list	of	things	people	do	or	don’t	do	in	order	to	please	God.	The	Bible	
states	that	the	Law	actually	“arouses”	sin.	How	does	that	work?	Does	that	mean	that	the	Law	
inspires	people	to	sin?	Wouldn’t	this	mean	that	the	Law	is	sinful?	How	can	that	be	if	it	came	
from	God?	These	confusing	points	are	a	big	part	of	the	reason	why	people	dismiss	the	Law	
altogether.	Nevertheless,	God’s	use	of	the	Law	is	a	HUGE	part	of	God’s	work	for	believers	and	
non-believers	alike.		

The	Apostle	Paul	asked	a	rhetorical	question	about	the	Law	because	it	“arouses”	sin	according	to	
Romans	7:5.	While	the	English	language	made	it	seem	like	the	Law	stimulates	sin,	the	original	
language	told	a	different	story.		The	original	language	explained	that	the	Law	exposes	the	
suffering	of	sin.	The	Law	makes	it	so	that	the	natural	inclination	to	rebel	against	God	produces	
misery	and	conviction.	This	was	the	point	that	Paul	made	in	Romans	7:7.	If	not	for	the	Law,	we	
wouldn’t	know	the	true	standards	of	“right/wrong”	or	“good/evil.”	It	is	the	Law	that	makes	
these	things	known	so	that	when	our	natural	desire	to	do	evil	comes	in	contact	with	the	
righteousness	of	God	through	the	Law,	there	is	friction,	which	results	in	suffering.		

The	Law	is	God’s	declaration	of	His	righteousness.	Since	the	natural	person	is	in	bondage	to	sin,	
the	evil	influence	of	sin	despises	the	pure	standard	of	God’s	righteousness.	Until	the	Spirit	of	God	
causes	us	to	humble	ourselves	unto	repentance,	the	Law	actually	causes	the	depravity	of	sin	to	
intensify	rebellion.	This	is	why	Paul	singled	out	“covetousness”	in	his	example.	This	word	
actually	refers	to	“lust,”	describing	an	uncontrolled	passion	to	indulge	in	the	flesh	contrary	to	
God’s	Spirit	and	righteousness.	It’s	like	when	a	child	is	told	not	to	do	something,	that	is	the	very	
thing	they	immediately	desire	to	do!	So	the	Law	in	it	of	itself	is	not	bad.	The	Law	simply	proves	
our	depravity.	For	those	who	continue	to	rebel	against	God,	it	will	remain	a	curse	that	causes	
pain	and	suffering	unto	condemnation.	For	those	who	repent,	it	becomes	a	guide	that	teaches	us	
how	to	live	according	to	God’s	righteousness,	opening	our	eyes	to	the	truth	of	our	wicked	hearts	
so	that	we	can	pursue	God	for	correction.	How	can	this	be	bad?	
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The Opportunity to Sin 
Scripture: Romans 7:8 – But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, 
produced in me all [manner of evil] desire. For apart from the law sin [was] 
dead." 

Sin	is	an	interesting	concept	in	the	Bible.	When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about	sin,	he	often	
personified	sin	and	spoke	of	it	in	such	a	manner	that	suggested	sin	is	an	individual	entity	that	
has	a	mind	of	its	own	and	influential	power.	Since	sin	begins	in	the	heart	according	to	Jesus,	and	
sin	is	present	at	the	moment	of	conception	according	to	King	David,	sin	is	a	part	of	human	
nature.	While	sin	might	be	its	own	spiritual	entity	that	provokes	evil,	this	spiritual	influence	
takes	up	residence	in	every	human	soul	and	controls	every	human	being	until	the	grace	of	God	
frees	a	person	from	this	bondage.	According	to	the	Bible,	sin	has	a	particular	method	of	action	in	
order	to	attack	a	particular	subject	unto	our	demise.	The	scriptures	explain	that	sin	“takes	
opportunity	by	the	command”	to	produce	evil	desires.		

The	Apostle	James	explained	that	it	is	our	own	evil	desires	that	lead	to	evil	conduct,	and	without	
repentance,	death.	Paul	went	a	step	further	to	explain	where	these	evil	desires	come	from.	Sin	
produces	these	evil	desires.	This	truth	explains	the	truth	depths	of	the	darkness	of	the	human	
soul	without	Christ.	Sin	makes	up	our	nature	until	Jesus	puts	the	flesh	to	death	and	raises	us	
according	to	His	likeness	by	the	Spirit.	Until	then,	the	influence	of	sin,	enabled	by	our	depraved	
souls,	is	constantly	laboring	and	setting	up	attacks	against	the	righteousness	of	God.	When	the	
Bible	says	that	“sin	takes	opportunity,”	specifically	focusing	on	the	Law,	the	Bible	teaches	that	
the	influence	of	sin	takes	a	rapid	and	violent	motion	out	of	the	Law,	using	it	as	the	chief	target	to	
express	our	rebellious	nature.	The	influence	of	sin	endeavors	to	use	the	Law	to	excite	the	lusts	of	
the	flesh	that	are	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness	–	mainly	referring	to	self-righteousness.	In	
other	words,	the	evil	in	the	human	soul	will	look	at	the	righteousness	of	God	and	say,	“I	can	do	
that	on	my	own,”	and	then	provoke	a	matter	of	living	that	tries	to	prove	that	thinking	as	true.	

Paul	then	wrote	that	sin	is	dead	apart	from	the	Law.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	there	was	no	sin	
before	the	Law.	Paul	is	referring	to	our	awareness	of	the	truth	of	depravity.	Without	the	Law,	sin	
and	depravity	would	stay	hidden	and	be	unknown	to	us,	resulting	in	our	demise	in	
condemnation.	While	our	sinful	nature	seeks	to	attack	the	righteousness	of	God,	it	is	the	
righteousness	of	God	that	saves	us	from	our	depraved	souls.	The	Law	reveals	the	righteousness	
of	God	so	that	we	can	learn	about	sin	and	repent	from	rebellion.	While	sin	makes	concerted	
efforts	to	deny	God’s	supremacy,	the	righteousness	of	God	abounds	by	grace	to	save	us	from	
ourselves.	Without	Him	and	the	revelation	of	His	righteousness,	we’d	all	be	dead	and	wouldn’t	
even	know	it.	
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Sin’s Revival 
Scripture: Romans 7:9 – “I was alive once without the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin revived and I died." 
The	Bible	can	be	tricky	about	how	it	deals	with	the	issue	of	our	sin.	The	Apostle	Paul	personified	
sin	as	if	it	was	its	own	independent	spiritual	entity	that	constantly	works	against	us.	If	that	is	
true,	then	then	the	influence	of	sin	would	be	like	the	devil	constantly	following	us	around,	
provoking	us	to	think	and	live	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness.	This	is	not	how	things	work.	It	is	
NOT	the	devil	that	follows	us	around.	The	devil	is	NOT	omnipresent	to	influence	us	all	at	once.	
Yet	still,	sin	is	always	in	our	mind,	in	our	heart,	and	frequently	manifests	itself	in	our	speech	and	
actions.	The	reason	for	this	is	because	WE	are	sin!	According	to	Psalm	51:5,	God	saw	sin	present	
in	us	at	the	moment	of	conception.	When	our	soul	was	brought	into	physical	existence,	God	saw	
sin.	Sin	is	our	identity	in	this	life.	Our	understanding	of	this	truth	is	CRUCIAL	to	our	salvation!		

Paul	wrote	that	he	was	once	alive	without	the	Law.	This	means	that	Paul’s	“self”	was	alive	before	
he	heard	and	knew	the	commands	of	the	Law.	Before	Paul	was	taught	the	righteousness	of	God	
according	to	the	Law,	Paul’s	“self”	in	sin	was	alive	and	well.	Paul’s	“self”	is	a	reference	to	his	
flesh.	Since	Paul	was	conceived	in	sin,	he	was	born	in	the	flesh	in	depravity.	However,	as	Paul	
wrote	in	Romans	7:7-8,	Paul	didn’t	know	that	his	“self”	was	wrong	until	he	heard	and	learned	
the	Law	of	God.	Unless	we	have	a	true	standard	of	righteousness	to	compare	our	self-
righteousness	to,	we	don’t	know	the	truth	of	what	is	right	and	wrong.	Our	sinful	nature	will	lie	to	
us,	which	is	why	the	Bible	teaches	that	“the	heart	is	deceitful	and	desperately	wicked	above	all	
things.”	Without	the	Law,	we	would	never	know	that	our	nature	is	to	offend	God	unto	
condemnation.	Paul’s	point	was	that,	before	he	learned	the	Law,	his	“self”	was	alive	and	well,	
lying	to	him	to	convince	him	that	his	self-righteousness	was	sufficient	to	please	God.		

Everything	changed	when	Paul	understood	the	commandment	of	God.	Suddenly	Paul	
understood	that	he	was	wrong	in	his	own	estimation	of	himself.	According	to	Romans	7:9,	sin	
“revived”	when	Paul	learned	about	God’s	righteousness.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	sin	was	dead	
before	the	Law	because	according	to	Paul’s	previous	statement,	he	was	“alive”	at	first	through	
“self.”	Instead,	the	revival	of	sin	refers	to	the	objective	of	sin	and	the	intensity	of	sin’s	action.	In	
other	words,	sin	was	alive	again!	Sin	was	revitalized	in	his	life	to	have	greater	purpose	with	a	
focused	target	to	oppose	the	specific	declarations	of	God’s	Law.	Before	knowing	God’s	
righteousness	by	the	Word,	we	all	generally	oppose	God	in	a	broad	sense.	When	we	come	to	
know	the	Lord	by	the	Word,	our	sinful	nature	will	find	specific	things	about	God	to	deny	in	order	
to	try	and	prove	“self”	as	supreme	above	God.	Thus,	it	is	the	knowledge	of	God’s	righteousness	
that	causes	death	to	self,	either	for	the	better	or	worse.		
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Sin and God’s Commands 
Scripture: Romans 7:10 – “And the commandment, which [was] to [bring] 
life, I found to [bring] death." 
The	theme	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	It	is	not	only	important	to	
understand	that	this	is	true,	but	it	is	also	important	to	understand	WHY	this	statement	is	true.	
Why	did	God	make	it	so	that	salvation	comes	by	faith,	and	faith	alone?	Sure,	the	testimony	of	the	
Book	of	Ephesians	states	that	salvation	is	given	by	faith	so	that	no	one	will	boast	in	the	presence	
of	God.	Is	that	the	only	reason?	According	to	the	Bible,	that	is	not	the	only	reason	why	we	must	
be	saved	by	faith	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	and	faith	alone.	According	to	the	
Apostle	Paul,	the	scriptures	make	it	clear	that	we	MUST	be	saved	by	faith	because	it	is	
impossible	for	anyone	to	do	anything	good	at	any	point	in	time	unless	God	Himself	is	
manifesting	His	own	goodness	through	a	person.	Here	is	the	proof	that	Paul	offered.		

Paul	explained	that	the	commandments	of	God	–	referring	to	the	Law	of	Moses	–	was	intended	to	
bring	life,	actually	brought	death!	How	does	that	work?	Once	again,	if	the	Law	comes	from	God,	
then	how	could	it	produce	a	bad	result?	If	the	Law	is	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	in	the	
form	of	commands,	ordinances,	and	judgments,	how	could	the	Law	bring	about	death?	This	is	an	
important	concept	to	understand.	The	point	that	Paul	made	is	parallel	to	the	typical	response	
people	see	in	kids	when	they	are	told	NOT	to	do	something.	When	a	kid	is	told	not	to	touch	
something,	it	is	not	uncommon	for	that	kid	to	immediately	desire	and	find	a	way	to	touch	that	
which	they	were	told	not	to.	When	a	child	is	told	not	to	do	something,	they	will	often	find	ways	
to	do	that	which	they	were	told	not	to	do	because	the	desire	is	so	intense,	they	want	to	test	
consequences	and	see	if	they	can	get	away	with	disobedience.	Though	the	instruction	given	to	
kids	that	prohibits	them	from	doing	things	is	usually	for	their	protection,	they	can’t	understand	
the	purpose,	think	they	can	avoid	consequence,	and	often	times	have	to	learn	the	hard	way.		

Paul	said	that	the	influence	of	sin	works	the	exact	same	way.	The	Law	is	intended	to	show	us	
God’s	righteousness	and	how	good	it	is,	thereby	instructing	us	how	to	live	according	to	God’s	
standards,	thereby	becoming	heirs	of	eternal	life.	However,	the	influence	of	sin	sees	the	Law	and	
then	picks	specific	things	about	the	Law	to	rebel	against.	Our	natural	habits	as	sinners	are	to	
deliberately	and	pointedly	attack	and	reject	the	things	that	God	reveals	of	His	goodness.	Since	
our	natural	inclination	is	to	deny	God’s	righteousness,	and	God’s	righteousness	leads	to	life,	our	
rejection	of	God’s	righteousness	is	a	rejection	of	life,	thereby	resulting	in	death!	This	is	the	
natural	human	being.	This	is	how	our	hearts	and	minds	work.	This	is	what	we	would	continue	to	
do	if	not	for	the	supernatural	intervention	of	the	Almighty	God	to	change	our	hearts.	This	is	why	
we	can’t	save	ourselves	and	DESPERATELY	need	Jesus	to	save	AND	correct	us.	
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Lying to Self… 
Scripture: Romans 7:11 – “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
deceived me, and by it killed [me]." 
There	are	many	who	think	that	it	is	possible	to	help	God	save	people,	including	themselves.	Too	
many	people	in	the	Christian	world	promote	the	idea	that	our	good	works	are	helpful	to	God	
bring	people	to	Himself.	Too	many	people	feel	that	our	“good	works”	are	how	we	please	God.	
The	Bible	makes	it	a	supreme	point	to	show	that	this	is	impossible.	None	are	righteous,	no	not	
one.	If	everything	reproduces	of	its	own	kind	as	we	can	plainly	observe,	how	then	can	something	
unrighteous	produce	something	righteous?	How	can	something	dark	produce	something	light?	
How	can	something	corrupt	produce	something	pure?	How	can	something	bad	produce	
something	good?	This	is	why	the	Bible	teaches	that	our	“righteousness”	is	but	a	filthy	rag	to	the	
Lord.	Things	might	look	commendable	to	other	people,	but	God	sees	a	whole	different	picture.		

According	to	the	Bible	–	God’s	clear-cut	declaration	of	truth	–	the	human	soul	is	absolutely	
incapable	of	producing	anything	good	or	praiseworthy	to	God.	The	prophet	Jeremiah	wrote	that	
“the	heart”	is	deceitful.	This	means	that	our	own	desires	and	intents	lie	to	us.	The	prophet	
Jeremiah	wrote	that	“the	heart”	is	desperately	wicked	above	all	things.	This	means	that	from	
God’s	perspective,	there	is	nothing	uglier	than	the	natural	human	soul.	The	prophet	Jeremiah	
stated	these	truths	and	then	asked,	“Who	can	know	it?”	This	means	that	it	is	impossible	for	
human	beings	to	fully	understand	their	own	intents.	The	Apostle	Paul	elaborated	on	this	truth.		

Paul	wrote	that	sin,	as	an	evil	influence	of	the	soul,	takes	occasion	to	lie	to	us.	The	influence	of	
our	sinful	nature	is	like	the	true	version	of	our	“self.”	The	true	version	of	our	“self”	constantly	
lies	to	us,	specifically	looking	at	God’s	commands	in	order	to	oppose	them.	For	example,	take	the	
issues	of	“Christian	liberties.”	Many	people	will	use	the	idea	of	Christian	liberties	to	justify	things	
that	are	blatantly	against	the	righteousness	of	God,	using	scripture	to	validate	their	purposes.	
Many	people	will	use	the	Word	of	God	as	a	means	to	justify	unrighteous	living.	Many	people	
actually	believe	that	they	are	doing	good	because	their	“self”	lies	to	them	about	the	true	
meanings	and	intents	of	the	Lord	and	His	righteousness.	People	will	cite	“love”	to	validate	
fornication.	People	will	cite	“self-control”	to	validate	debauchery	and	leadership	that	causes	
others	to	stumble.	These	things	are	wrong,	but	many	people	are	blinded	by	the	lies	of	their	sin	
and	seared	conscience.	This	is	how	ALL	people	naturally	think	and	live,	so	how	can	any	person	
assist	the	Lord	in	righteousness	unless	governed	by	Him?	This	is	why	we	can’t	contribute	to	
God’s	work	to	save	according	to	grace,	and	why	we	can	afford	to	depart	from	the	Word	which	
reveals	the	truth	of	who	we	are.	According	to	scripture,	our	“self”	is	so	good	at	lying,	that	many	
follow	their	own	lies	unto	death.		
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God’s Character 
Scripture: Romans 7:12 – “Therefore the law [is] holy, and the 
commandment holy and just and good." 
The	Bible	explains	that	the	Law	is	the	declaration	of	God’s	own	righteousness.	It	is	the	dictated	
explanation	of	God’s	essence	as	“the	Lord	Our	Righteousness,”	defining	His	nature	and	His	
identity	as	our	Savior.	He	is	able	to	save	because	He	alone	is	righteous,	and	the	Law	proves	it.	
One	of	the	simplest	verses	that	explains	this	concept	is	here	in	Romans	7:12.	The	Apostle	Paul	
simply	wrote	that	the	Law	is	holy.	Paul	also	wrote	that	the	commandment	is	holy,	just,	and	good.	
The	scriptures	identify	that	“the	Law”	and	“the	commandment”	are	references	to	the	same	thing.	
In	Romans	7:22	and	Romans	7:25	Paul	wrote	that	“the	Law”	is	the	Law	“of	God,”	meaning	that	it	
is	His	Law.	Paul	later	wrote	the	same	thing	in	Romans	8:7.	Additionally,	Jesus	referred	to	“the	
commandment”	as	the	commandment	“of	God”	in	Matthew	15:	and	Matthew	15:6.	Like	“the	
Law,”	the	commandment	is	also	God’s	commandment.	

Since	the	Law	and	the	commandments	are	both	“of	God,”	then	they	are	of	His	essence.	Knowing	
this,	we	can	examine	the	characteristics	of	the	Law	and	learn	about	the	characteristics	of	God.	
Also,	we	can	look	at	the	characteristics	of	God	and	know	that	they	are	equal	to	the	
characteristics	of	God’s	Law	and	commands,	proving	that	He’s	right	and	we’re	not.	First,	Paul	
wrote	that	the	Law	and	commands	are	“holy.”	This	means	that	the	commands	of	God	are	without	
sin.	They	are	totally	pure	and	without	any	blemish	of	any	kind.	The	commands	of	God	are	
without	flaw	of	any	kind.	The	Law	of	God	is	also	just.	This	means	that	the	demands	of	God’s	
commandments	are	fair.	The	ordinances	of	God	are	reasonable	and	impartial.	Lastly,	the	Law	of	
God	is	described	as	“good.”	Though	the	flesh	naturally	despises	the	righteousness	of	God,	the	
manifestation	of	God’s	goodness	through	the	Law	is	intended	to	provide	benefits	to	those	who	
keep	them.	The	commands	of	God	are	intended	to	protect	our	lives,	physical	and	spiritual,	our	
property,	physical	and	spiritual,	and	also	our	families.		

The	scriptures	teach	that	the	Law	and	commands	of	the	Law	are	“of	God.”	They	are	of	His	nature	
and	character.	The	Law	is	holy	because	God	is	holy.	This	means	that	God	is	without	sin,	flaw,	or	
blemish	of	any	kind.	He	is	impeccable.	The	Law	is	just	because	God	is	just.	God	is	fair;	and	when	
He’s	not,	it’s	only	because	He	has	decided	to	be	merciful	and	gracious	instead.	If	God	were	
ALWAYS	fair,	we	would	all	get	what	we	deserve	–	death.	Still,	God’s	final	judgments	will	be	
according	to	the	wages	that	each	individual	has	decided	to	labor	for.	Lastly,	the	Law	is	good	
because	God	is	good.	God	is	the	essence	of	goodness.	There	is	no	goodness	apart	from	Him.	God	
reveals	Himself	to	benefit	His	people	by	protecting	our	lives,	our	property,	and	our	families	with	
an	eternal	focus.	This	is	contrary	to	the	desires	of	the	flesh,	showing	that	He’s	right,	we’re	not.		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 
Super Sin 
Scripture: Romans 7:13 – “Has then what is good become death to me? 
Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me 
through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become 
exceedingly sinful." 

How	bad	is	sin	really?	The	scriptures	explain	that	“the	wages	of	sin	is	death.”	Are	people	really	
that	bad	that	all	people	deserve	hell?	Is	it	really	possible	that	our	good	deeds	are	like	tainted	
garbage	in	the	eyes	of	the	Lord	no	matter	who	we	are?	Does	God	really	look	at	the	heart	of	an	
honest	hard-working	tax	payer	in	the	same	light	as	a	murderer	or	rapist?	The	truth	of	the	matter	
is,	sin	is	far	worse	than	we	all	know,	and	if	not	for	the	Word	of	God,	we’d	never	learn,	remain	in	
our	miserable	condition,	and	burn	in	hell	for	it.	According	to	the	Bible,	if	not	for	the	
righteousness	of	God	revealed	in	the	Law,	we’d	all	soon	forget	how	terrible	we	are,	how	much	
danger	we’re	in,	and	perish	according	to	it.	While	many	despise	the	Law,	the	true	believer	of	
Jesus	Christ	as	“the	Lord	Our	Righteousness”	praises	and	thanks	God	for	the	revelation	of	His	
righteousness	as	a	manifestation	of	His	grace	to	warn	us.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explained	how	this	works.	According	to	scripture,	the	Law	of	God	is	“good”	
because	it	is	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	through	commands	and	ordinances.	Paul’s	
point	is,	just	because	our	sinful	nature	seeks	to	oppose	God’s	commands	directly,	doesn’t	mean	
that	God’s	Law	is	perverse	as	a	source	of	temptation.	In	other	words,	our	sinful	nature	does	not	
change	the	perfect	nature	of	the	Law.	The	Law	remains	perfect	regardless	of	how	we	respond	to	
it.	God	is	righteous	whether	people	confess	and	believe	that	or	not.	That	is	why	God	told	Moses,	
“I	AM	that	I	AM.”	This	phrase	means	that	God	is	who	He	is	regardless	of	what	we	know	of	Him	or	
how	we	respond	to	Him.		

According	to	scripture,	our	sinful	nature	is	internally	rooted.	The	influence	of	sin	stems	from	our	
hearts,	our	corrupted	souls.	Based	on	the	Bible,	the	natural	human	soul	is	so	wicked	that	it	tries	
to	make	itself	outwardly	manifest	to	draw	attention	to	the	wickedness	that	our	“self”	produces.	
We	desire	to	live	our	way	instead	of	God’s	and	to	make	that	internal	desire	apparent,	we’ll	pick	
certain	points	of	God’s	righteousness	to	rebel	against.	Our	desire	to	oppose	God	is	so	great	that	
we’ll	actually	look	for	specific	things	about	God	to	rebel	against	until	the	point	of	death.	Since	
our	“self”	also	lies	to	us,	we	would	never	know	of	our	sin	unless	the	Word	of	God	explained	the	
truth	of	our	hearts	to	us.	The	Word	reminds	us	of	how	terrible	our	sinful	nature	is	so	that	upon	
recognizing	it,	we	can	repent	and	fall	back	in	line	with	the	righteousness	of	Jesus,	which	is	why	
salvation	is	His	work,	and	His	work	alone!		
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The Value of the Law 
Scripture: Romans 7:14 – “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am 
carnal, sold under sin." 
There	are	many	today	that	feel	that	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	are	obsolete.	Many	pastors	and	
Bible	teachers	have	determined	that	they	are	an	unnecessary	part	of	God’s	Word	because	of	the	
revelation	of	the	New	Testament	scriptures.	This	is	FAR	from	true	and	is	heresy!	God’s	Word	is	
God’s	Word	–	from	Genesis	to	Revelation.	Many	feel	that	because	salvation	comes	by	grace	that	
the	commands	of	God	are	no	longer	relevant	principles	as	if	God	spoke	all	of	those	things	in	vain.	
This	is	also	untrue.	According	to	the	New	Testament	scriptures,	the	Law	is	exceptionally	helpful	
to	Christians	and	non-Christians	alike.	The	Book	of	Galatians	speaks	of	the	Law	of	God	as	a	
“tutor.”	Since	none	are	righteous,	none	seek	after	God,	and	none	know	God,	it	is	important	that	
we	have	a	resource	that	explains	that	which	we	do	not	know	of	God.	If	not	for	the	Law,	we	would	
not	know	the	righteousness	of	God.	If	not	for	the	Law	we	would	not	know	of	our	depravity.	If	not	
for	the	Law,	we	would	not	know	the	need	or	means	of	a	Savior.		

Consider	the	statement	of	the	Apostle	Paul.	The	truth	of	scripture	explains	that	there	is	a	HUGE	
difference	between	the	nature	of	the	Law	and	our	own	nature.	The	Law	is	spiritual.	The	Bible	
itself	explains	that	the	Law	of	God	is	the	declaration	of	God’s	righteousness	through	sacrifices,	
ordinances,	and	various	commands.	Since	God	is	spiritual	in	nature,	His	righteousness	must	be	
of	the	same	essence.	The	Word	of	God	is	equally	as	spiritual	as	God	Himself.	The	declarations	of	
God’s	righteousness	is	of	the	same	nature	as	God	Himself.	The	Bible	is	clear	to	state	that	the	Lord	
is	God	and	there	is	no	other,	which	means	that	He	is	not	like	us	at	all.		

The	Bible	explains	that	we	are	carnal.	Carnality	is	the	complete	opposite	of	that	which	is	
spiritual.	The	scriptures	explain	that	the	“spirit”	realm	is	eternal	in	nature.	Carnality	refers	to	
that	which	is	temporal.	God’s	identity	as	being	set	apart	from	time	makes	Him	transcendent	and	
explains	many	of	His	eternal	attributes	like	His	power	and	wisdom.	Our	carnality	describes	our	
weakness.	We	expire	and	are	extremely	limited	in	power	and	wisdom.	This	is	why	Paul	wrote	
that	we	are	“sold	under	sin.”	Sin	is	like	an	entity	that	has	purchased	us	and	owns	us	as	
merchandise.	This	relationship	we	have	to	sin	is	what	causes	our	carnality	because	the	wages	of	
sin	is	death.	The	unfortunate	reality	is	that	“sin”	is	us.	We	are	sin.	Sin	is	our	nature.	Sin	is	the	
description	of	the	evil	nature	of	our	souls	and	selfish	desires.	Sin	describes	our	attitudes	to	
oppose	God,	rebel	against	His	righteousness,	and	usurp	His	glory.	This	is	why	the	Law	is	helpful.	
Without	the	Law,	being	contrary	to	our	nature,	explaining	that	which	is	right	and	good,	we’d	
never	know!	Since	the	Law	also	exposes	our	flaws,	it	not	only	educates	us	concerning	the	need	of	
a	Savior,	but	also	provides	pictures	of	who	the	Savior	is!		
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The True Ability Of “Self” 
Scripture: Romans 7:15 – “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For 
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.” 
The	world	teaches	that	we	can	do	anything	if	we	put	our	mind	to	it.	This	idea	is	100%	contrary	
to	the	teaching	of	the	Bible.	The	Bible	teaches	that	without	Jesus	Christ	and	the	breath	that	the	
Father	puts	into	our	lungs,	we	are	nothing	and	can	do	nothing.	Even	the	lives	of	non-believers	
are	manufactured	by	the	mercy	and	grace	of	God.	It	is	important	to	understand	that	this	
dynamic	DOES	NOT	change	when	we	become	Christians.	Many	Christians	feel	that	they	are	
empowered	to	do	anything	and	everything	“by	faith.”	Again,	this	is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches.		

According	to	the	scriptures,	all	life	can	be	classified	in	one	of	two	ways	–	righteousness	or	
unrighteousness.	We	either	live	“righteously”	or	we	don’t.	If	we	desire	to	live	righteously,	the	
Bible	explains	that	we	must	live	according	to	God’s	documented	standards	of	righteousness	
found	in	the	Word,	specifically	in	the	Law.	Any	sort	of	thinking	or	conduct	that	is	contrary	to	or	
separated	from	the	Law	is	by	extension	unrighteousness.	The	problem	is	that	people	–	even	
Christians	–	are	unable	to	live	according	to	God’s	standards	of	righteousness	by	our	own	efforts.	
If	we	can’t	even	keep	the	commands	God	gave	in	His	Word,	how	can	we	do	anything	else	just	
because	we	put	our	minds	to	it?	Paul	explained	the	truth	of	this	dynamic.		

Paul	said	that	he	couldn’t	understand	the	things	he	was	doing.	The	“works”	that	he	was	talking	
about	describe	laborious	efforts.	In	other	words,	Paul	labored	to	do	things	and	didn’t	even	know	
why	he	was	doing	them.	He	didn’t	understand	the	labor	or	the	effects	of	it.	The	natural	instincts,	
influences,	and	habits	of	his	flesh	just	took	over	his	life	–	even	as	a	believer	–	so	that	he	found	
himself	thinking	and	doing	things	that	were	contrary	to	God	in	repeated	fashion.	He	couldn’t	
understand	why.	This	is	just	how	it	works	while	we	are	in	these	fleshly	bodies.	Recall	that	
“justification”	by	faith	does	not	mean	that	we	are	made	righteous.	We	are	declared	righteous,	
and	the	unexplainable	struggle	we	have	with	our	flesh	is	proof.		

Paul	found	himself	doing	the	things	he	hated.	Paul	expressed	that	he	had	a	strong	will,	desire,	
and	resolve	to	do	what	God	said.	No	matter	the	amount	of	determination	Paul	had,	his	resolve	
only	caused	him	to	repeatedly	do	contrary	to	what	he	wanted.	He	actually	loved	God’s	Law	and	
hated	sin,	but	couldn’t	keep	himself	from	doing	wrong,	no	matter	how	hard	he	tried.	This	is	life	
for	ALL	Christians.	We	can’t	fulfill	God’s	Law	on	our	own,	even	when	we’re	saved.	Our	salvation	
CAN’T	be	based	on	what	we	do	but	what	Jesus	has	done	according	to	grace.	For	this	reason,	no	
Christian	should	boast	in	what	we	think	we	can	do.	According	to	the	truth	of	scripture,	our	
resolve	to	do	well	in	the	flesh	only	results	in	our	excellence	in	sin.		
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Proving the Law 
Scripture: Romans 7:16 – “If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with 
the law that [it is] good.” 
The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	Law	is	perfect	and	good.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	Law	is	
holy,	just,	and	good	in	Romans	7:12.	Psalm	19:7	teaches	that	God’s	Law	is	perfect	and	that	God’s	
statutes	are	right.	Psalm	119:86	explains	that	God’s	Law	is	faithful.	Psalm	119:40	teaches	that	
God’s	Word	is	pure.	When	referring	to	the	Law	of	God,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	God’s	
commands	are	part	of	God’s	Word.	The	Gospel	of	John	teaches	that	in	the	beginning	the	Word	
existed	with	God	and	“as	God.”	The	Word	became	flesh	as	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	God	in	flesh.	Thus,	
to	despise	or	criticize	the	Law	of	God	is	to	despise	or	criticize	Jesus	as	God.		

However,	the	statements	of	scripture	are	not	the	only	things	that	prove	the	goodness	and	
faithfulness	of	God’s	Law.	According	to	the	scriptures,	the	very	struggle	that	God’s	people	have	
in	keeping	the	Law	proves	its	goodness.	Paul	wrote	that	his	desire	to	do	what	God	says	proves	
that	the	things	that	God	says	are	good.	It	is	true	that	as	Christians,	we	end	up	doing	things	that	
are	contrary	to	God’s	righteousness.	We	ultimately	do	things	that	oppose	our	desire	to	please	
God.	Yet	it	is	this	very	struggle	that	validates	the	goodness	of	God’s	Word.	The	conflict	between	
the	spirit	and	the	flesh	proves	that	God’s	Word	is	indeed	perfect,	holy,	faithful,	right,	and	good.		

Consider	the	truth	of	the	way	life	works.	We	know	that	all	good	things	come	with	struggle.	If,	as	
Christians,	we	didn’t	agree	with	God’s	Law,	we	wouldn’t	struggle	to	keep	it.	We	wouldn’t	fight	
against	temptation.	We	wouldn’t	war	against	the	desires	of	our	flesh.	Why	would	we	feel	
conviction	for	disobeying	something	that	we	didn’t	value?	Why	would	we	feel	guilt	for	opposing	
something	that	was	worthless?	Recall	that	it	is	the	Spirit	of	God	that	convicts	us	of	sin,	
righteousness,	and	of	judgment	concerning	the	identity	and	purpose	of	Jesus	according	to	the	
Gospel.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	called	the	Spirit	of	truth,	and	so	when	we	as	Christians	hear	the	Spirit	
of	truth	and	act	according	to	our	flesh	anyway,	the	guilt,	remorse,	conviction,	and	humility	we	
feel	as	a	result	is	proof	that	we	agree	with	the	goodness	of	the	Law.		

There	are	many	people	who	often	wonder	if	they	are	saved	or	not.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	
the	very	conviction	we	experience	in	failure	to	keep	God’s	Law	is	evidence	that	we	agree	with	
the	goodness	of	God’s	Law.	Does	a	non-believer	agree	with	God’s	goodness?	Thus,	the	Bible	
shows	again	that	our	position	with	the	Lord	is	not	based	on	what	we	do	or	don’t	do.	Our	position	
with	the	Lord	is	based	on	whether	we	would	humble	ourselves	to	confess	in	faith	that	God’s	
righteousness	is	supreme	and	depended	on	His	provision	of	His	own	righteousness	to	please	
Him.		
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The Tale of Two Selves  
Scripture: Romans 7:17 – “But now, [it is] no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells in me.” 
Walking	in	the	Spirit	is	a	tricky	situation.	Every	legitimate	Christian	wants	to	do	what	God	says.	
Every	person	who	loves	the	Lord	wants	to	follow	Him	without	compromise.	Yet,	there	hasn’t	
been	a	single	person	in	the	history	of	the	world	that	has	been	able	to	do	what	they	want.	Noah	
was	called	a	righteous	man	on	account	of	his	faith	but	ended	up	shaming	himself	in	a	drunken	
stupor.	Abraham	is	considered	the	father	of	our	faith	but	was	a	liar	when	circumstances	
threatened	his	personal	well-being.	King	David	was	a	man	after	God’s	own	hearts	but	was	also	a	
liar,	adulterer,	and	was	the	mastermind	of	a	murder	conspiracy.	All	of	these	men	loved	God	but	
failed	Him	in	such	tremendous	ways.	How	are	we	supposed	to	cope	with	this	reality?	

According	to	the	scriptures,	there	is	no	solution	in	this	life.	The	truth	of	the	matter	is,	while	we	
live	life	as	individuals,	we	are	actually	living	as	two	different	people	at	the	same	time.	When	the	
Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	explained	that	this	is	the	reason	why	he	continued	
to	fail	to	live	according	to	God’s	righteousness,	which	is	why	all	people	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	
God	and	why	all	people	are	in	need	of	the	grace	of	God	as	the	sole	means	of	salvation	from	His	
judgment.	If	even	those	who	have	been	saved	by	faith	STILL	can’t	get	it	right,	how	can	anyone	do	
right	in	the	sight	of	God?	This	is	the	point	that	God	wants	to	prove	so	that	we	can	rest	in	His	
grace,	knowing	that	walking	in	the	Spirit	is	not	a	matter	of	ability	or	resolve.	To	walk	in	the	
Spirit	requires	a	maturing	understanding	of	the	truth	of	God’s	Word.		

Paul	wrote	about	his	two	personalities.	He	said	that	when	he	“sins”	it	is	not	really	him	that	is	
sinning.	Here,	it	is	critical	to	recall	that	“sin”	is	not	merely	what	a	person	does	or	doesn’t	do.	Sin	
is	the	influence	of	“self”	that	strives	to	oppose	God	in	self-righteousness.	When	that	influence	
makes	itself	manifest	through	disobedience	to	God,	it	was	not	the	real	Paul	that	denied	the	Lord.	
Since	justification	by	faith	results	in	spiritual	regeneration,	the	true	Christian	has	been	“born	
again.”	We	are	no	longer	subject	to	the	evil	influence	of	our	“self.”	Though	the	“self”	still	lives	
while	we	endure	this	life,	we	are	no	longer	enslaved	to	it.	This	means	the	influence	still	comes,	
but	contrary	to	our	new	nature	in	Jesus.	Our	souls	have	been	born	again	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	but	
our	old	“self”	still	remains.	Since	the	Holy	Spirit	is	sinless,	our	new	nature	is	the	same.	When	
“sin”	comes	out,	it	is	the	old	“self”	taking	over	our	true	essence.	This	just	goes	to	show	how	
powerful	of	an	influence	and	how	wicked	we	are	as	“self.”	This	isn’t	to	say	that	our	“self”	can	
overpower	the	Spirit	of	God,	but	if	the	old	“self”	comes	out	so	naturally	and	frequently	even	now,	
how	can	we	help	God	of	ourselves	or	do	anything	right	apart	from	Him?	This	is	why	the	
forgiveness	and	grace	of	God	should	be	cherished	more	than	anything!		
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Desire Doesn’t Create Ability  
Scripture: Romans 7:18 – “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but [how] to perform 
what is good I do not find.” 

Many	people	think	that	it	is	possible	to	manifest	an	internal	desire	if	our	desire	is	intense	
enough.	Many	think	that	if	we	want	it	bad	enough,	we’ll	somehow	conjure	up	the	ability	to	make	
that	desire	real.	This	is	not	true	and	is	a	demonic	way	of	thinking.	The	Bible	clearly	teaches	that	
apart	from	God,	we	are	nothing,	and	unless	we	abide	in	Jesus	Christ,	we	can	do	nothing	pleasing	
to	Him.	While	some	people	feel	that	they	can	do	“good”	by	their	own	measure,	their	form	of	
goodness	is	contrary	to	God’s	goodness	and	will	actually	lead	closer	to	condemnation	than	
heaven!	Here,	it	is	CRITICAL	that	we	understand	the	truth	of	the	Bible	concerning	God’s	
revelation	about	who	we	really	are.	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	he	had	the	desire	to	do	good,	but	lacked	the	ability.	The	original	
Greek	language	is	important	to	consider	here.	Paul	recognized	that	nothing	good	comes	of	the	
flesh.	Here,	the	Greek	word	“agathos”	is	used	to	describe	“goodness.”	This	word	refers	to	
something	that	is	upright	in	nature,	something	that	is	honorable,	or	something	that	is	agreeable.	
According	to	the	Bible,	the	flesh	is	not	able	to	produce	ANYTHING	that	is	upright,	honorable,	or	
agreeable	in	the	eyes	of	God.	The	ways	other	people	respond	to	various	things	called	“good”	
doesn’t	validate	any	form	of	conduct	if	that	conduct	is	of	the	flesh.	It	is	absolutely	IMPOSSIBLE	to	
do	ANYTHING	that	God	agrees	with	if	we	are	doing	it	of	our	own	influence,	creativity,	or	desire.		

Paul	said	that	he	had	the	internal	desire	to	please	God.	He	wanted	to	do	well	but	couldn’t	
“perform”	according	to	what	is	“good.”	Paul	resolved	within	his	mind	to	be	upright;	was	
determined	to	be	honorable	and	agreeable	in	the	eyes	of	God.	Still,	no	matter	how	much	Paul	
desired	and	resolved	to	make	a	change,	he	found	that	he	always	came	up	short.	He,	of	himself,	
lacked	the	ability	to	“perform	that	which	is	good.”	Here,	the	Greek	word	for	“good”	is	the	word	
“kalos,”	which	means	beautiful,	excellent,	and	approved.	If	the	flesh	can’t	even	produce	
something	honorable,	how	on	earth	can	it	produce	something	beautiful?	If	the	flesh	can’t	agree	
with	God,	how	can	the	flesh	be	approved	of	God?		

The	flesh	doesn’t	have	the	ability	to	“perform.”	The	original	word	here	is	often	translated	into	
the	English	word	“wrought,”	which	means:	to	work	into	shape	by	artistry,	elaborately	embellish,	
or	manufacture	by	skill.	These	are	descriptions	that	match	the	majesty	of	God’s	hands	through	
the	work	of	creation.	In	other	words,	no	matter	how	something	might	appear	on	the	outside	
concerning	the	effects	of	human	effort,	that	effect	doesn’t	match	up	to	the	skill	and	wisdom	that	
God	has	in	creation.	Thus,	all	truly	do	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	The	flesh	can’t	please	God	
because	the	flesh	can’t	be	God.	Since	God	alone	is	“good,”	no	one	can	look	beautiful,	excellent,	or	
approved	in	the	eyes	of	God	unless	He	dwells	in	them	by	grace!		
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The Evil We Hate…  
Scripture: Romans 7:19 – “For the good that I will [to do], I do not do; but 
the evil I will not [to do], that I practice.” 
The	Bible	teaches	that	none	are	righteous,	no,	not	one.	The	Bible	teaches	that	all	people	fall	far	
short	of	the	glory	of	God.	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	righteousness	is	like	filthy	rags	in	God’s	
eyes.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	curse	of	sin	made	it	so	that	the	best	a	human	can	produce	is	
“thorns	and	thistles”	instead	of	the	fruit	God	desires.	Our	ways	are	selfish,	corrupted,	and	
foolish.	It	is	not	until	God	dwells	in	the	hearts	of	His	people	by	His	grace	through	faith	that	a	
person	is	able	to	do	anything	good.	Unless	God	is	manufacturing	the	motivation	AND	the	action	
itself,	our	efforts	are	worthless	to	the	eternally	holy,	righteous,	impeccable,	unchanging,	faithful	
God	of	the	heavens	and	the	earth.		

This	is	why	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	save	the	world.	In	order	to	escape	condemnation,	the	
world	needed	supernatural	intervention.	How	could	corruption	produce	incorruption	and	
purity?	Jesus	came	as	the	Son	of	God	to	fulfill	all	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	
because	we	as	people	can’t	do	anything	good	in	the	eyes	of	God	on	our	own.	Consider	the	truth	
of	God’s	Word	through	the	pen	of	the	Apostle	Paul.	Paul	wrote	that	he	“willed”	to	do	good	but	
couldn’t.	He	had	the	desire	to	do	what	was	right	in	God’s	eyes,	but	couldn’t	conjure	up	the	
ability.	Here,	it	is	important	to	understand	that,	while	God’s	Law	is	despised	by	many,	the	fact	
that	Paul	had	a	desire	to	do	“good”	in	God’s	eyes	shows	that	the	imprint	of	God’s	righteousness	
on	the	human	conscience	is	real.	Whether	a	person	knows	God	or	not,	most	people	strive	to	be	
“good	people.”	The	problem	arises	when	we	recognize	that	we	can’t	do	what	is	truly	good,	and	
then	make	up	our	own	standards	to	cover	up	our	blemishes.	This	is	not	what	God	wants.		

Paul	said	that	while	he	desires	to	do	good	like	most	people,	being	honest	with	himself,	he	found	
that	he	more	often	ended	up	doing	“evil.”	No	matter	how	hard	Paul	tried,	he	found	that	he	
continued	to	do	things	that	were	contrary	to	God’s	own	righteousness.	Notice	that	Paul	didn’t	
just	“do”	evil,	but	that	he	became	a	practitioner	of	evil.	The	original	Greek	word	for	“practice”	
means	to	exercise	or	undertake.	This	means	that	Paul	didn’t	really	end	up	doing	things	contrary	
to	God	by	accident,	but	exerted	effort	to	oppose	God	against	his	internal	desire	to	please	him.	
The	more	he	sought	to	do	good,	the	more	he	ended	up	doing	contrary	to	God.	This	is	why	the	
Law	is	considered	a	“curse”	to	people.	God’s	righteousness	is	imprinted	in	our	conscience	and	
we	desire	to	do	according	to	His	ways,	only	to	find	that	we	fall	short.	This	is	true	of	all	people.	
God	does	not	reveal	this	truth	so	that	we	can	continue	to	redefine	what	is	good	to	further	oppose	
God.	God	reveals	this	truth	so	we	can	rest	in	the	grace	of	God	who	did	good	on	our	behalf	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord	and	Savior!	
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The Law of Split Personalities 
Scripture: Romans 7:20 – “Now if I do what I will not [to do], it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.” 
The	Bible	teaches	that	apart	from	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	it	is	absolutely	impossible	to	do	
anything	good	in	the	eyes	of	God.	This	is	true	for	the	non-believer	AND	the	believer.	In	other	
words,	just	because	we	make	a	statement	of	faith	one	day	and	are	justified	according	to	the	
grace	of	God	in	salvation,	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	suddenly	able	to	do	all	of	the	things	that	God	
commands.	Just	because	the	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	us	doesn’t	mean	that	suddenly	we’re	just	going	
to	get	it	right	all	of	the	time	and	fulfill	the	Law	of	God.	While	the	Law	is	not	a	curse	to	those	who	
are	justified	by	faith,	it	is	still	a	factor	that	exposes	flaws	and	errors.	The	Law	is	and	always	will	
be	the	righteousness	of	God	(in	this	life),	which	is	and	always	will	be	contrary	to	our	flesh.		

It	is	important	to	understand	our	relationship	to	the	Law	as	Christians.	According	to	the	Bible,	
since	the	Law	of	God	is	perfect,	just,	holy,	and	good,	we	as	Christians	aren’t	to	despise	the	Law.	
Why	despise	God’s	righteousness?	How	can	we	who	live	according	to	faith	despise	the	
righteousness	of	God	that	saved	us	from	condemnation?	Christians	are	instead	supposed	to	
recognize	how	God	uses	the	Law	in	the	life	of	a	believer.	He	doesn’t	use	it	to	curse	and	condemn	
His	people.	He	uses	it	to	remind	His	people	about	His	righteousness	so	as	to	remind	us	about	
how	we	are	in	a	position	of	acceptance	in	His	eyes.	The	more	we	see	God’s	righteousness	
compared	to	our	flawed	flesh,	the	more	we	should	understand	the	superiority	of	God	and	praise	
Him	for	the	favor	He’s	given	us.	Here’s	how	the	Apostle	Paul	broke	this	down…	

Paul	wrote	that	he	often	found	himself	doing	the	opposite	of	what	he	wanted	to	do.	He	
understood	the	Law	clearly,	and	by	extension,	knew	God’s	righteousness.	Paul	also	recognized	
that	he	couldn’t	measure	up	to	God’s	standards.	He	kept	failing.	He	had	the	desire	to	do	good	but	
kept	stumbling.	Paul	recognized	why	God	was	allowing	this.	According	to	the	Bible,	it	was	not	
“Paul”	that	was	sinning	after	he	came	to	faith	in	Jesus.	Remember	that	when	we	are	justified	by	
faith,	we	are	also	sanctified	unto	His	spiritually	eternal	purposes	and	separated	from	sin,	death	
and	hell	from	a	spiritual	perspective.	We	are	new	in	Christ	as	being	spiritually	born	again	by	the	
Holy	Spirit.	When	Paul	“sinned,”	it	was	representative	of	God	reminding	Paul	about	what	he	
USED	to	be	before	Jesus.	Though	Paul	sinned	as	a	Christian,	he	recognized	that	such	sin	was	
emblematic	of	his	disability	in	the	flesh	to	please	God.	God	kept	shoving	His	righteousness	in	
Paul’s	face,	exposing	Paul’s	“sin”	according	to	his	old	nature	pre-Christ	in	order	to	keep	Paul	
humble,	dependent,	and	thankful.	The	same	is	true	of	us.	We	still	sin,	but	only	to	remind	us	of	
what	we	used	to	be,	and	what	we	would	continue	to	be	if	not	for	the	atoning	sacrifice	of	our	
Savior.	When	we	sin,	it	is	no	longer	us	who	sin,	but	the	old	nature	that	Jesus	saved	us	from.	
When	we	see	this	old	“self”	come	out,	we	need	to	remember	that	God’s	righteousness	is	how	we	
are	saved	as	proved	by	our	sin,	then	praise	Jesus	for	His	righteousness	and	grace!		
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Opposing Principles…  
Scripture: Romans 7:21-23 – “I find then a law, that evil is present with me, 
the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God according to 
the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members.” 

How	good	and	how	rich	is	the	grace	of	God?	How	valuable	is	the	truth	of	our	salvation	and	the	
means	by	which	it	was	given?	How	merciful	is	God	towards	us	really?	How	much	is	God	really	
putting	up	with	in	us?	The	Bible	answers	these	questions,	largely	in	this	passage.	Consider	these	
truths…	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about	a	law	that	was	evil	in	nature,	but	was	also	present	within	him.	
This	means	that	he	recognized	a	principle	of	truth.	He	understood	something	about	himself	that	
was	difficult	to	acknowledge	but	was	made	known	by	the	righteous	Law	of	God.	When	seeing	the	
righteousness	of	God	in	the	Law,	he	was	able	to	discern	the	issues	within	himself	that	he	
naturally	had.	The	key	issue	is	that	this	“evil”	was	present	“with”	him,	which	actually	is	a	Greek	
word	that	refers	to	cohabitation.	If	evil	was	inhabiting	Paul,	which	other	entity	was	“cohabiting”	
with	that	evil?	The	principle	of	salvation	and	God’s	New	Covenant	promises	teaches	that	when	
we	are	justified	by	faith,	the	grace	of	God	causes	the	Father	and	Son	to	dwell	in	the	hearts	of	His	
people	by	the	Holy	Spirit!	This	means	that,	while	Paul	recognized	that	there	were	things	wrong	
with	him,	God	was	still	dwelling	within	him	according	to	His	New	Covenant	promises.	The	
eternally	awesome	and	holy	God	who	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth	was	willing	to	cohabit	
with	Paul’s	evil	nature	in	order	to	correct	it	according	to	His	holiness	and	greatness!	

This	creates	a	difficult	dynamic	in	the	lives	of	all	Christians.	The	rebellious	essence	of	our	“self”	
still	remains	while	we’re	saved.	Paul	delighted	in	the	Law	of	God,	which	according	to	Psalm	1:2	
means	that	he	meditated	on	God’s	Word	day	and	night.	This	is	commendable	but	still	wasn’t	
good	enough	to	change	Paul.	No	matter	how	much	Paul	tried,	even	in	studying	and	thinking	
about	the	Word,	God	Himself	had	to	dwell	in	Paul	to	make	corrections.	Those	corrections	were	
contrary	to	everything	that	Paul	was	as	a	person.	Paul	sought	to	do	well	according	to	the	
convictions	of	his	conscience	from	deep	within	his	soul	because	of	the	Spirit,	but	recognized	that	
his	flesh	waged	war	against	“the	law	of	his	mind.”	This	refers	to	the	changes	in	thinking	that	the	
Word	of	God	encouraged.	The	Word	corrected	Paul’s	perspective,	but	the	flesh	sought	to	
confuse,	distract,	and	corrupt	that	perspective.	The	Spirit	was	teaching	Paul	to	think	spiritually,	
but	Paul’s	flesh	still	desired	to	live	according	to	temporal,	carnal,	and	compromising	desires	that	
were	contrary	to	God’s	eternal	purposes.	Paul’s	internal	affections	according	to	this	life	were	
completely	contrary	to	the	convictions	of	the	Spirit.	Yet	God	patiently	dealt	with	Paul,	as	He	does	
all	of	us!	Only	love	of	the	greatest	kind	works	like	this…	
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Wretched Self  
Scripture: Romans 7:24 – “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?” 
The	Bible	poses	some	interesting	principles	concerning	the	ability	of	the	natural	“self.”	Consider	
these	circumstances.	Can	a	weak	person	produce	strength?	Can	a	foolish	person	produce	
wisdom?	Can	a	lost	person	lead	the	right	way?	The	scriptures	teach	that	everything	reproduces	
of	its	own	kind.	This	means	that	weakness	will	only	produce	weakness,	not	strength.	
Foolishness	will	only	multiply	foolishness,	not	wisdom.	Confusion	will	only	produce	confusion,	
not	understanding.	This	means	that	all	human	beings	are	severely	crippled!	The	scriptures	teach	
that	none	are	righteous.	This	means	that	human	beings	can	only	produce	unrighteousness.	The	
scriptures	teach	that	all	people	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	This	means	that	all	people	will	
produce	inglorious	corruption.	No	matter	how	things	might	seem	in	this	life,	the	truth	of	
scripture	shows	that	human	beings	are	“wretched”.	Since	we	are	all	in	this	condition,	it	is	
necessary	for	someone	unlike	us	to	change	our	condition	if	we	desire	that	change.		

When	Paul	considered	the	principles	of	his	life	as	a	Christian,	he	concluded	that	he	was	a	
“wretched	man.”	He	desired	to	do	the	righteous	things	of	God	but	found	he	was	not	able.	The	
more	he	desired	to	do	good	in	God’s	eyes,	the	more	he	found	that	his	flesh	was	actively	seeking	
to	oppose	God.	Paul	knew	what	was	right	of	God	and	consumed	his	mind	with	the	Word	of	God.	
Still,	Paul	realized	that	his	flesh	found	ways	to	flood	his	mind	with	other	thoughts	that	were	
contrary	to	God,	then	inspiring	Paul	to	conduct	himself	in	an	ungodly	manner.	This	is	the	
struggle	for	ALL	Christians.	The	basis	of	our	salvation	teaches	that	we	are	“justified”	by	faith	on	
account	of	God’s	grace.	This	means	we	are	declared	righteous	by	God	because	of	faith.	We	are	
not	yet	made	righteous,	which	means	that	our	evil	“self”	still	has	a	POWERFUL	influence	in	our	
lives.	God	expresses	tremendous	grace	every	day	that	He	resides	in	us	by	His	spirit,	though	our	
flesh	frequently	seeks	to	foil	the	sanctifying	work	He	desires.		

The	word	“wretched”	is	a	strong	word	used	only	twice	in	the	New	Testament.	It	is	more	clearly	
defined	in	Revelation	3:17.	There,	Jesus	uses	the	word	to	describe	the	church	of	Laodicea.	Jesus	
says	that	the	church	was	“wretched,	miserable,	poor,	blind,	and	naked.”	All	of	these	words	are	
tied	together	to	show	that	they	are	describing	the	same	condition.	As	wretched	people	we	are	
also	“miserable,”	meaning	that	we’re	pitiful.	We	are	poor	meaning	that	we	are	destitute	of	
resources	of	value.	We	are	blind	meaning	that	we	are	unaware.	We	are	naked	meaning	that	we	
are	shameful.	This	is	who	we	are,	even	as	Christians.	If	this	is	the	nature	of	a	sinner,	clearly	
someone	TOTALLY	separated	from	sin	must	be	the	source	of	change	in	our	condition	if	we	
desire	it.	Jesus	is	the	only	One	qualified	to	be	our	Messiah,	and	thankfully	by	the	grace	of	God,	He	
gave	Himself	so	that	we	don’t	have	to	remain	in	this	condition.	Though	we	are	wretched	and	
without	hope	in	this	life	according	to	our	own	ability	by	a	“body	of	death,”	Jesus	died	and	
conquered	the	grave	on	our	behalf!		
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Thank God!  
Scripture: Romans 7:25 – “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law 
of sin.” 

The	scriptures	explain	that	within	the	life	of	every	Christian	there	is	an	intense	struggle.	The	
Apostle	Paul	explained	this	truth	clearly.	Though	God’s	people,	those	who	have	been	saved	by	
faith	through	God’s	grace,	desire	to	do	well	to	please	the	Lord,	we	are	unable.	Paul	confessed	
that	even	though	he	delighted	in	the	Lord	and	His	righteousness	by	meditating	on	His	Word	day	
and	night,	he	found	that	he	was	unable	to	do	the	things	that	he	knew.	He	knew	what	was	right	in	
his	mind	and	could	understand	the	principles	of	God’s	righteousness.	At	the	same	time	however,	
Paul	confessed	that	his	flesh	continually	objected	to	God’s	principles.	Paul	frequently	had	
opposing	thoughts	that	inspired	him	to	do	and	say	things	that	were	contrary	to	God.	Paul	
recognized	that	there	was	no	hope	for	this	conflict	in	this	life.		

Paul’s	explanation	of	his	own	spiritual	circumstances	reflects	the	testimony	of	all	of	God’s	
people.	This	means	that	we	all	have	an	internal	war	going	on	within	us	that	seems	futile	to	fight.	
No	matter	how	much	we	desire	to	do	good,	we	will	never	do	all	the	good	that	we	learn	of	God.	
Hence,	we	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God	and	recognize	our	failures	unto	hopelessness.	That	is	
until	we	remember	that	Jesus	Christ	did	the	work	to	deliver	us	from	this	body	of	death!	Of	
ourselves,	there	is	no	deliverance	from	our	sin,	nor	the	struggle	that	we	face	while	saved.	It	is	
Jesus	and	only	Jesus	that	provides	our	way	of	escape	from	both	condemnation	and	the	
frustration	of	our	current	struggle.	How	do	we	navigate	through	this	struggle?	We	do	the	same	
thing	Paul	did.	Paul	thanked	God	that	Jesus	Christ	offers	forgiveness	for	the	magnitude	of	
offenses	we	commit	against	Him.	The	continual	struggle	is	a	reminder	that	we	cannot	match	the	
righteousness	of	God.	Remembrance	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	a	reminder	that	Jesus	is	our	
righteousness.		

Notice	that	Paul	thanked	God	“through”	Jesus	the	Lord.	We	don’t	generically	thank	God,	but	
thank	Him	through	the	conduit	of	Jesus	because	Jesus	is	the	means	by	which	we	have	access	to	
the	Father	by	the	forgiveness	that	He	alone	offers.	Thanking	God	“through”	Jesus	the	Lord	is	
reflective	of	the	faith	we	have	that	Jesus’	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	is	sufficient	to	place	us	
in	favor	with	the	Father	despite	our	shortcomings.	Notice	also	that	Paul	considered	Jesus	the	
Messiah	AND	Lord.	Jesus	is	the	King	of	kings.	Jesus	was	the	Ruler	and	Master	of	Paul’s	life	and	
rightly	so.	Recall	that	Paul	first	identified	himself	as	a	bondservant	of	Jesus.	Thus,	faith	
understands	the	superiority	of	Jesus	as	the	Savior	and	submits	to	Him	in	gratitude	for	release	
from	the	bondage	of	our	flesh.	While	we	resolve	to	do	right	in	our	minds,	our	flesh	will	continue	
to	fail	and	this	fight	will	continue	until	Jesus	ends	it.	He	alone	will	end	the	fight.	He	alone	is	our	
Deliverer.	The	continuance	of	the	fight	in	this	life	reminds	us	of	how	dependent	we	must	be	on	
Him	by	His	Spirit.		
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No Condemnation  
Scripture: Romans 8:1 – “[There is] therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit.” 

Up	to	this	point,	the	Book	of	Romans	has	THOROUGHLY	explained	the	depravity	of	mankind.	
The	scriptures	show	that	none	are	righteous	and	go	great	lengths	to	prove	that	as	true.	God	
declared	His	righteousness	through	the	Law	and	no	one	has	EVER	been	able	to	fulfill	it.	In	fact,	
the	Apostle	Paul	explained	that	the	more	he	understands	God’s	Law	and	resolves	to	do	right,	his	
flesh	produces	an	equal	(and	sometimes	greater)	amount	of	effort	to	oppose	and	rebel	against	
God!	There	is	a	principle	of	our	flesh	that	constantly	strives	to	oppose	God.	For	the	believer,	
there	is	also	a	principle	of	our	minds	that	hears	the	Word,	receives	it	as	true	by	faith,	but	
produces	no	effect.	On	our	own,	we	are	unable	to	do	what	God	says.		

This	means	that	the	first	seven	chapters	of	the	Book	of	Romans	sufficiently	prove	that	all	people	
are	guilty	before	the	Almighty	God	and	deserve	His	wrath	in	judgment.	The	world	is	in	fact,	
condemned.	Because	of	“the	flesh,”	all	people	have	offended	God	and	should	be	punished	
eternally	for	it.	However,	things	are	different	for	believers.	According	to	Romans	8:1,	“now”	
there	is	no	condemnation	for	those	who	are	“in”	Christ	Jesus.	The	language	emphasizes	that	the	
opportunity	to	escape	God’s	wrath	is	based	on	a	particular	moment	in	time.	Since	Jesus	is	the	
subject	of	the	verse,	it	is	Him	that	activated	this	time	in	which	people	are	able	to	escape	
condemnation.	Before	Jesus	came	to	fulfill	the	promises	of	the	Father,	ALL	were	condemned,	
thereby	deserving	hell.	NOW,	since	Jesus	has	come	to	atone	for	the	sins	of	the	world,	those	who	
are	“in”	Christ	Jesus	can	escape	God’s	judgment	and	the	guilt	that	comes	with	it,	even	though	our	
flesh	continues	to	prove	how	guilty	we	are!		

So,	who	are	those	who	are	“in”	Christ	Jesus?	The	word	“in”	is	a	preposition	that	denotes	a	fixed	
position	so	as	to	rest	in	a	particular	spot.	Those	who	are	“in	Christ”	are	those	fixed	on	the	
testimony	of	the	Gospel	and	rest	in	the	righteousness	of	Jesus.	Those	who	are	“in	Christ”	are	
those	who	trust	in	the	claim	that	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	fulfil	His	own	righteousness	and	
promises	on	our	behalf	according	to	His	grace.	Those	who	are	“in	Christ”	are	those	who	rest	in	
the	impeccable	and	holy	righteousness	of	Jesus	instead	of	our	own	merits,	believing	that	we	are	
indeed	deprived	and	condemned	otherwise.	According	to	the	scriptures,	the	evidence	of	one	
that	is	“in	Christ”	comes	in	the	form	of	“walking.”	Those	in	Christ	don’t	“walk”	according	to	the	
flesh.	This	means	that	believers	don’t	go	down	the	path	of	the	flesh,	but	instead	are	of	the	path	of	
the	Holy	Spirit.	Evidence	of	faith	is	clear.	Faith	enables	one	to	live	according	to	the	death	of	
Jesus,	separated	from	the	flesh,	and	in	the	likeness	of	His	resurrection,	resembling	the	path	of	
the	Holy	Spirit	of	God	Himself!	Clearly	those	who	are	not	condemned	are	those	who	do	more	
than	make	a	simple	verbal	claim	of	faith.	Being	removed	from	condemnation	produces	an	effect	
that	is	clear	and	powerful,	in	extreme	contrast	to	“self.”		
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The Spirit Of Life  
Scripture: Romans 8:2 – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
made me free from the law of sin and death.” 
The	Bible	teaches	that	there	is	no	condemnation	to	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus.	This	means	
that	those	who	place	their	trust	in	the	impeccable	holy	righteousness	of	Jesus	Christ	will	not	
suffer	in	hell	even	though	sin	remains	in	this	life.	It	is	those	who	trust	in	the	righteous	works	of	
Jesus	that	are	separated	and	spared	from	condemnation,	not	those	who	trust	in	their	own	efforts	
of	self-righteousness.	This	is	a	CRUCIAL	point	of	salvation.	Do	we	help	God	save	others	as	
Christians?	Do	we	contribute	to	the	work	of	salvation	in	our	own	lives?	Did	we	even	make	the	
choice	to	come	to	God?	The	Bible	makes	these	points	very	simple	clear.	As	Christians,	we	
brought	NOTHING	to	the	table	of	salvation	when	we	were	saved.	Even	while	Christians,	our	flesh	
continues	to	strive	against	God.	Salvation	is	the	work	of	God	and	God	alone!		

The	Apostle	Paul	clearly	understood	this	principle.	According	to	Romans	8:2	it	is	the	work	of	the	
“Spirit	of	life	in	Christ	Jesus”	that	has	separated	us	from	“the	law	of	sin	and	death.”	In	order	to	
understand	this	concept,	we	must	understand	the	characteristics	of	“the	Spirit	of	life.”	Paul	
wrote	that	the	Spirit	of	life	is	in	Christ	Jesus.	Those	who	are	separated	from	condemnation	are	
also	“in	Christ	Jesus.”	Thus,	those	who	are	not	condemned	are	those	who	receive	the	benefits	of	
the	Spirit	of	life	by	abiding	in	faith	in	the	identity,	purposes,	and	promises	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah.	In	John	8:32-36	Jesus	plainly	said	that	those	who	sin	are	slaves	to	sin,	but	“the	
truth”	will	liberate	those	in	bondage	to	sin.	It	is	the	truth	that	sets	people	free,	which	means	that	
the	Spirit	of	life	is	also	called	“the	truth”	in	John	Chapter	8.	Later	in	John	14:6	Jesus	taught	that	
He	is	the	truth.	This	means	that	Jesus	as	“the	Truth”	is	the	one	that	sets	people	free	from	the	
bondage	of	sin	that	leads	to	condemnation.	This	is	why	His	resurrection	and	ascension	is	so	
important	for	it	was	the	ascension	that	enabled	Jesus	to	administrate	the	Holy	Spirit	from	the	
right	hand	of	the	Father.		

The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	Spirit	of	life,	referring	to	the	proof	of	Jesus’	identity	as	the	Messiah	to	fulfill	
the	New	Covenant	promises	of	the	Father.	It	is	the	identity,	life,	death,	resurrection,	and	
ascension	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	that	enables	people	to	have	the	Holy	Spirit,	
thereby	validating	the	declaration	of	the	Father	concerning	righteousness.	This	does	not	include	
the	works	of	people	in	ANY	way,	shape,	or	form.	The	work	of	salvation	is	fully	predicated	on	
Jesus,	not	human	effort.	Our	position	of	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	Father	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	
who	we	are	or	what	we’ve	done.	In	fact,	it	is	the	work	of	Jesus	in	spite	of	who	we	are	that	
enables	us	to	stand	as	approved	before	the	Father.	The	Spirit	of	life	makes	us	whole,	not	our	
efforts,	character,	personality,	ambition,	or	desire.		
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The Lord Our Righteousness  
Scripture: Romans 8:3 – “For what the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God [did] by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh…” 

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	sent	His	only	begotten	Son	into	the	world	so	that	whosoever	believes	
upon	Him	should	not	perish	but	have	everlasting	life.	Some	have	taken	the	concept	of	John	3:16	
and	attached	a	sense	of	sentimentalism	to	it	because	of	the	use	of	the	word	“love”	as	if	it	
resembles	God’s	motives	for	sending	His	Son.	This	is	not	so.	“Love”	was	not	God’s	motivation	for	
sending	Jesus.	Love	was	the	tool	that	God	used	to	accomplish	His	purpose	because	“love”	is	the	
revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	unto	salvation.	God’s	motives	were	directed	by	
necessity.	God’s	motives	for	salvation	are	to	receive	praise	and	glory	for	all	of	eternity	
(Philippians	2:11).	It	was	necessary	to	“love	the	world”	by	sending	Jesus	because	the	quality	of	
worship	that	God	demands	requires	work	to	be	done	that	no	human	being	is	qualified	to	do.	God	
deserves	to	be	worshiped	in	purity,	but	humanity	is	unable	to	purify.	Thus,	the	Father	sent	the	
Son	to	do	the	work	that	NO	ONE	could	do.		

The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	truth.	He	wrote	that	the	law	was	weak	through	human	flesh.	
This	doesn’t	mean	that	God’s	Law	is	weak.	The	Law	of	God	is	the	dictation	of	God’s	
righteousness.	God’s	righteousness	is	not	weak.	Paul’s	point	is	that	God’s	righteousness	can’t	be	
made	manifest	through	the	flesh	because	the	flesh	is	corrupt.	The	word	“weak”	in	this	verse	is	
the	Greek	word	“astheneo,”	which	refers	to	the	total	absence	of	power	and	ability.	It	describes	
sickness	unto	death.	The	flesh	can	in	no	way	show	the	righteousness	of	God	because	the	two	are	
contrary	to	one	another.	Since	all	people	are	born	in	“the	flesh”	how	then	could	a	person	show	
the	righteousness	of	God	to	please	Him	and	worship	Him	properly?	This	is	the	problem	that	
Jesus	was	sent	to	address.		

1	John	3:8	says	that	Jesus	was	sent	into	the	world	to	destroy	the	works	of	the	devil,	referring	to	
sin	and	death.	The	wages	of	sin	is	death,	and	sin	is	the	attitude	of	rebellion	against	the	principles	
of	God’s	righteousness.	Jesus	was	sent	as	God	in	flesh	in	order	to	address	this	matter.	Notice	that	
Jesus	was	sent	“in	the	likeness	of	sinful	flesh.”	Jesus	did	not	come	as	a	man	with	sin.	He	was	
tempted	in	all	points	but	sinned	not.	He	merely	came	in	the	appearance	of	a	man	in	the	sense	
that	he	looked	like	“flesh”	outwardly,	but	did	not	have	the	inward	depravity	of	“the	flesh.”	He	
was	bone,	skin,	and	blood	like	any	other	human	being,	but	was	not	governed	by	a	rebellious	
spiritual	influence	like	all	other	people.	Paul	previously	taught	that	sin	holds	the	body	in	subject	
to	commit	its	evil	desires.	Though	Jesus	came	in	this	same	form,	He	actually	used	the	vessel	that	
sin	uses	to	offend	God	to	destroy	sin!	Jesus	used	the	primary	weapon	of	sin	against	itself	by	
fulfilling	the	righteousness	of	God	and	by	giving	up	His	body	unto	death	to	pay	for	the	debt	sin	
had	incurred.	This	is	true	power	and	righteousness	that	no	other	person	can	match	to	any	
degree,	which	is	why	He	is	our	righteousness	seeing	that	we	have	none	of	our	own.		
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Purpose of Salvation  
Scripture: Romans 8:4 – “That the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.” 

There	is	a	commonly	understood	principle	that	God	makes	the	“impossible”	into	something	that	
is	“possible.”	The	problem	is	that	the	ways	people	have	interpreted	that	point	is	contrary	to	
God’s	actual	purpose.	Modern	culture	has	learned	to	refer	to	the	“improbable”	as	“impossible”	so	
that	“miracles”	are	simply	the	manifestation	of	favorable	circumstances	against	certain	odds.	
This	is	NOT	what	God	meant.	In	fact,	when	Jesus	said	that	“with	God	all	things	are	possible,”	He	
was	referring	to	the	fact	that	God	can	take	an	unable,	unqualified,	and	unapproved	person	and	
equip	them	for	His	eternal	kingdom	anyway.	Jesus	taught	that	the	“impossible”	work	that	God	
desires	to	do	is	based	on	the	fundamental	issue	of	forgiveness	–	taking	an	unrighteous	person	
and	manifesting	authentic	righteousness	through	them	on	account	of	power,	mercy,	grace,	and	
patience.		

The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	principle.	Paul	didn’t	just	say	that	Christians	are	separated	
from	eternal	condemnation	in	hell.	Paul	also	explained	why	God	separates	His	people	from	
condemnation.	The	Bible	explains	why	God	sets	His	people	free	from	bondage.	The	Bible	
explains	why	Jesus	provides	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	reason	for	all	of	this	is	so	that	we	can	live	
according	to	the	righteous	standards	of	God’s	Law.	God	forgives	sins	so	we	can	live	according	to	
His	righteousness	by	the	Spirit.	God	sets	His	people	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin	so	that	we	can	
live	as	bondservants	of	His	Spirit	to	fulfill	His	righteousness	according	to	the	Word.	God	
determined	in	His	heart	to	make	us	His	–	not	just	because	He	loved	us	–	but	because	He	desires	
to	use	us	as	instruments	of	His	righteousness,	thereby	proving	His	power	and	ability	and	glory.		

This	means	that	while	Christians	are	set	free	in	one	sense,	it	is	only	to	submit	ourselves	to	Him	
and	His	purposes	as	servants	of	a	different	kind.	We	are	not	saved	by	the	standards	of	the	Law	
but	we	are	saved	so	that	we	can	walk	according	to	them	to	glorify	the	righteousness	of	God	by	
the	Holy	Spirit.	We	are	not	set	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin	so	that	we	can	do	whatever	we	want.	
Despite	what	some	songs	may	suggest,	we	are	not	set	free	for	freedom.	We	are	set	free	to	walk	
according	to	the	Spirit.	This	is	the	miracle	that	God	wants	to	do	in	our	lives.	Since	it	is	absolutely	
impossible	for	a	human	to	match	the	righteousness	of	God,	He	desires	to	make	the	impossible	a	
reality	by	filling	His	people	who	believe	in	Jesus	with	His	Spirit	to	live	like	Jesus	through	His	
righteousness.	Hence,	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	assures	people	who	are	truly	“in	Christ	
Jesus”	based	on	the	lifestyle	changes	that	the	Holy	Spirit	administrates,	not	according	to	the	
flesh,	but	the	holy	righteousness	of	the	One	True	Living	God!		
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Proof of Salvation 
Scripture: Romans 8:5 – “For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those [who live] according to the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit.” 

The	human	mind	is	an	interesting	organism.	The	mind	fires	off	thoughts	at	random	throughout	
the	day,	whether	we	want	them	to	or	not.	We	often	can’t	even	control	the	thoughts	that	we	have.	
The	Apostle	Paul	even	wrote	about	the	truth	that	he	wanted	to	do	well	and	think	good	but	his	
“flesh”	seemed	to	be	naturally	contrary	to	God’s	goodness.	Our	flesh	reflective	of	our	souls	that	
naturally	crave	darkness.	Our	true	“self”	desires	to	do	things	that	seem	right	according	to	our	
own	minds	rather	than	God’s	Word.	Our	“self”	then	uses	the	mind	to	inspire	ideas	that	provoke	
action	and	speech.	If	not	controlled	by	something	greater	than	“self,”	our	minds	will	continually	
provoke	wickedness	and	unrighteousness	unto	judgment	and	condemnation.		

The	argument	of	the	Book	of	Romans	has	been	that	justification	comes	by	faith	and	faith	alone	
because	it	is	absolutely	impossible	for	any	human	being	to	do	anything	good	in	the	eyes	of	God	
by	our	own	efforts.	No	matter	how	hard	we	try,	we	will	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	No	matter	
how	much	we	might	desire	to	do	good,	our	“flesh”	will	find	ways	to	pervert	the	goodness	and	
righteousness	of	God	into	selfish	ambition.	We	all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God	and	deserve	
condemnation	for	it.	However,	according	to	the	grace	of	the	Father,	He	took	the	form	of	flesh	in	
order	to	die	for	the	sins	of	the	world,	satisfy	His	wrath	against	unrighteousness,	and	offer	
forgiveness	through	the	conduit	of	His	own	righteousness.	Our	efforts	don’t	enable	faith.	Our	
desires	don’t	provoke	righteousness.	God	worked	the	greatest	miracle	known	to	mankind	in	
order	to	set	us	free	from	the	controlling	influence	of	“self”	in	order	that	He	can	live	through	us	as	
a	testimony	of	His	own	righteousness.	Those	who	have	truly	been	saved	have	been	born	again	
by	the	Spirit	so	as	to	not	be	enslaved	to	the	selfish	desires	of	the	flesh.	According	to	the	Bible,	
God	provides	evidence	of	this	miracle.		

Those	who	live	according	to	the	flesh,	that	is,	those	who	continue	to	reject	the	righteousness	of	
God	in	favor	of	self-righteousness,	only	think	about	self.	The	things	of	the	flesh	are	things	
concerning	self.	Those	who	are	not	governed	by	the	Spirit	of	God	will	only	dwell	on	things	that	
benefit	self	in	this	life.	These	people	make	life	about	worldly	comforts	and	submitting	to	cultural	
and	traditional	definitions	of	“good”	and	“right”	without	consideration	of	God’s	standards.	Those	
who	have	been	saved	by	the	grace	of	God	through	the	faith	He	implants	don’t	think	this	way.	The	
Spirit	of	God	causes	a	change	so	that	the	true	believer	thinks	about	the	things	of	God	concerning	
His	righteousness	and	eternal	purposes.	This	doesn’t	guarantee	that	Christians	“act”	right,	but	
that	the	mind	of	a	true	Christian	is	heavily	influenced	by	God’s	agenda,	not	self	or	the	world.		
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All God’s Work! 
Scripture: Romans 8:6-8 – “For to be carnally minded [is] death, but to be 
spiritually minded [is] life and peace. Because the carnal mind [is] enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So 
then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

The	Bible	thoroughly	communicates	the	point	that	people	do	not	contribute	anything	to	the	
work	of	salvation.	We	didn’t	make	up	our	own	minds	to	follow	God	when	we	got	saved.	What	
makes	us	think	we	would	without	the	gracious	influence	of	God?	We	didn’t	earn	His	approval.	
What	makes	us	think	we	could	do	something	to	please	God	on	our	own?	We	didn’t	intellectually	
come	to	understand	the	Gospel	so	as	to	adopt	it	as	our	governing	principle	of	life.	God	did	ALL	of	
the	work	to	save	people,	which	makes	our	position	in	Him	a	miracle	100%	of	the	way	through!	
The	verses	above	prove	this	as	true.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	being	“carnally	minded	is	death.”	To	be	carnally	minded	means	to	
think	naturally.	Being	carnally	minded	refers	to	the	natural	human	instincts	and	habits	that	
come	from	our	mind	based	on	our	experience,	habits,	intellect,	and	preferences.	Being	carnally	
minded	refers	to	thinking	according	to	our	“self,”	which	essentially	means	that	we	are	thinking	
absent	the	supernatural	wisdom	of	the	Lord	God	Almighty.	The	Bible	teaches	that	being	carnally	
minded	results	in	death.	There	is	no	uncertainty	about	this.	So,	then	when	we	live	according	to	
self,	absent	the	supernatural	and	miraculous	influence	of	God,	we	die.	There’s	no	other	
conclusion	to	come	to,	meaning	that	human	effort	is	poisonous	and	worthless	in	God’s	eyes.		

The	Bible	goes	a	step	further	to	describe	the	carnal	mind	as	“enmity	against	God.”	Enmity	is	
generally	referred	to	hostility.	Our	personal	affections	are	naturally	in	contrast	to	God	and	His	
eternal	purposes.	Enmity	actually	refers	to	mutual	hate,	meaning	that	as	our	natural	“self”	hates	
God’s	righteousness	and	eternal	purposes,	He	also	hates	our	sin,	putting	“self”	in	a	fight	against	
God	that	“self”	will	NEVER	win.	How	then	can	we	contribute	to	anything	good?	Paul	plainly	
wrote	that	those	of	the	flesh	“cannot”	please	God	at	all.		

This	is	why	ALL	people	need	to	be	spiritually	reborn	by	the	Holy	Spirit	through	faith	in	Jesus	
Christ.	Without	faith	in	the	TRUE	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	we	cannot	possess	the	Spirit.	Without	
the	Spirit,	our	hearts	cannot	be	spiritually	revived.	Without	spiritual	regeneration	our	minds	
will	not	be	influenced	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	If	our	minds	are	not	influenced	and	governed	by	the	
Holy	Spirit	then	we	are	thinking	carnally.	Notice	that	the	subject	of	faith	that	enables	spiritual	
regeneration	is	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God.	The	transformation	comes	by	the	Spirit	of	God.	This	is	
according	to	the	New	Covenant	promise	of	God	the	Father.	Where	then	do	people	fit	in	this	work	
other	than	as	beneficiaries	of	it?		
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The Holy Spirit 
Scripture: Romans 8:9 – “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” 

The	ministry	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	perhaps	one	of	the	most	misunderstood	parts	of	Christianity.	
The	scriptures	are	clear	to	explain	the	identity	and	purpose	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Romans	Chapter	8	
is	one	of	the	best	places	to	learn	about	the	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	mentioned	21	times	in	
Romans	Chapter	8	alone!	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	it	is	the	Holy	Spirit	that	enable	
Christians	to	be	separated	from	the	sinful	influence	of	the	flesh	and	the	condemnation	that	we	
should	suffer	for	our	flesh.	The	identity	of	a	Christian	is	in	Christ	Jesus,	but	on	account	of	the	
work	that	the	Holy	Spirit	does	to	make	that	possible.	In	fact,	Jesus	taught	that	it	is	impossible	to	
follow	Him	and	enter	into	the	kingdom	of	God	unless	we	are	“born	again”	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
which	is	the	activator	and	validator	of	our	faith.		

Paul	wrote	that	a	true	Christian	is	NOT	of	the	flesh,	but	of	the	Spirit	–	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	English	
word	“but,”	which	is	used	to	start	this	verse	presents	the	harshest	form	of	contrast.	This	means	
that	our	nature	“in	the	Spirit”	is	in	COMPLETE	opposition	to	our	natural	self.	While	we	were	
born	one	way,	when	we	were	born	again	through	faith,	the	Holy	Spirit	was	given	to	us	to	live	in	a	
totally	contrary	manner	to	the	ways	we	previously	lived	before.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that	
there	is	no	condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus.	How	can	we	be	so	sure?	Our	
confidence	to	escape	the	judgment	of	God	and	His	wrath	doesn’t	come	from	our	ability	to	do	
good	(we	don’t	have	any);	it	comes	from	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Notice	that	the	Holy	
Spirit	is	referred	to	as	“the	Spirit	of	God.”	Since	God’s	own	spirit	dwells	in	us,	we	can	be	assured	
that	we	are	safe	from	His	wrath.	Would	God	inflict	wrath	upon	Himself?	

The	Bible	states	that	our	escape	from	hell	is	on	account	of	the	indwelling	of	the	Spirit,	“if	indeed”	
He	dwells	in	us.	This	phrase	in	the	Greek	language	is	better	translated,	“if,	and	it	is	so.”	In	other	
words,	we	can	be	confident	in	God’s	work	to	save	if	He	gives	us	assurance	or	proof	of	His	
declaration	of	righteousness,	which	is	made	so	by	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Notice	also	
that	the	“Spirit	of	God”	is	also	called	“the	Spirit	of	Christ.”	In	Ezekiel	36:26	the	Father	promised	
to	give	His	Spirit	to	provide	new	hearts	to	His	people,	thereby	enabling	them	to	receive	the	
benefits	of	His	promises.	In	John	14:26,	15:26,	and	16:7	Jesus	confessed	that	He	alone	is	the	
administrator	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Father	made	the	promise,	the	Son	made	it	possible	through	
the	Spirit.	Thus,	our	faith	in	the	identity	and	authority	of	Jesus	to	provide	the	Holy	Spirit	as	the	
results	of	His	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	that	enables	us	to	escape	judgment.	This	shows	
that	our	confidence	to	please	God	should	have	nothing	to	do	with	our	own	abilities,	but	instead	
our	confidence	should	be	in	Jesus	to	provide	proof	that	His	work	is	valid.	If	we	have	the	Spirit	of	
God	enabling	us	to	live	contrary	to	the	flesh	at	ANY	point	in	time,	that	miracle	of	God	serves	as	
proof	that	the	Gospel	is	true	and	powerful!		
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The Triune Power of God 
Scripture: Romans 8:10-11 – “And if Christ [is] in you, the body [is] dead 
because of sin, but the Spirit [is] life because of righteousness. But if the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you.” 

The	Bible	teaches	that	we	can	rest	assured	about	eternal	life	because	of	the	work	that	God	did	to	
offer	it.	Though	the	human	soul	is	corrupt,	God’s	work	has	overcome	it.	Though	the	flesh	uses	
the	mortal	body	to	rebel	against	God,	God’s	work	has	overcome	these	issues.	Though	our	minds	
reject	the	righteousness	of	God,	and	fill	up	on	things	that	are	contrary	to	God,	the	work	of	God	
has	overcome	this	issue.	The	more	we	know	of	God,	the	more	confident	we	become	about	the	
certainty	of	His	promises	and	the	fulfillment	of	them	despite	the	current	hardships	and	
frustrations	we	face.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about	God’s	promise	of	eternal	life	by	explaining	the	involvement	of	the	
Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	in	the	resurrection.	He	understood	that,	since	the	Father,	Son,	and	
Holy	Spirit	were	each	responsible	for	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ,	each	facet	of	God’s	being	is	
proven	powerful	enough	to	fulfill	the	promise	of	eternal	life.	No	matter	the	means	by	which	we	
connect	to	the	One	True	Living	God,	we	can	be	assured	that	each	part	of	God	is	equally	God,	
thereby	powerful	to	save.	The	body	is	dead	“because	of”	sin.	The	phrase	“because	of”	is	the	
Greek	preposition	“dia,”	which	means,	“by	way	of,”	similar	to	a	channel	or	conduit.	In	other	
words,	the	body	is	dead	by	way	of	sin.	It	is	through	the	conduit	of	sin	that	the	mortal	body	dies.	
This	is	true	even	for	the	Christian,	even	for	the	one	who	has	Christ	dwelling	in	them.		

However,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	able	to	overcome	this	problem.	The	Spirit	provides	life	“because	of	
righteousness.”	Again,	the	Greek	word	“dia”	is	used	to	explain	that	life	comes	through	the	
conduit	of	righteousness.	Since	sinners	don’t	have	righteousness,	life	comes	exclusively	through	
Jesus’	righteousness,	which	then	enables	believers	to	possess	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	then	provides	
eternal	life	despite	the	condition	of	the	mortal	body.	Ephesians	1:19-20	teaches	that	the	Father	
raised	Jesus.	John	10:18	teaches	that	Jesus	raised	Himself.	Romans	8:11	teaches	that	the	Holy	
Spirit	raised	Jesus.	In	other	words,	each	part	of	the	triune	God	is	powerful	to	raise	the	dead.	
Hence,	we	can	rest	assured	in	Jesus’	righteousness	as	being	sufficient	to	give	eternal	life	despite	
our	mortal	condition	as	sinners	because	His	power	dwells	in	us	by	His	Spirit.	If	He	raised	the	
dead	before,	He	can	do	it	again!	It	is	not	our	efforts	that	enable	us	this	way,	it	is	the	power	of	God	
and	God	alone	according	to	His	righteousness!		
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The Flesh or The Spirit 
Scripture: Romans 8:12-13 – “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to 
the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live.” 

The	Book	of	Romans	has	made	it	clear	that	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	power	of	God	unto	
salvation.	The	Gospel	is	the	message	that	defines	God’s	work	to	save	sinners.	This	work	was	
promised	by	the	Father,	executed	by	the	Son,	and	confirmed	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	work	of	God	
to	save	sinners	does	not	involve	the	works	or	efforts	of	people	in	any	capacity.	For	this	reason,	
the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	testimony	of	God’s	grace.	God’s	willingness	to	forgive	sins	and	
dwell	in	the	hearts	of	those	who	believe	upon	His	testimony	and	promises	is	favor	that	people	
cannot	earn	and	do	not	deserve.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	righteousness	of	God	is	
supreme	above	all	other	forms	of	righteousness,	as	evidenced	especially	by	those	who	do	
believe.	Even	those	who	believe	and	possess	the	Spirit	of	God	continue	to	transgress	His	
righteousness	whether	we	want	to	or	not.	No	matter	how	hard	we	try,	the	sinful	influence	of	our	
soul	continues	to	frustrate	God’s	people.		

The	amazing	thing	about	all	of	this	is	that	God	knew	how	miserable	we	would	all	be,	and	still	
went	through	with	His	plans	to	bless	us	in	spite	of	our	evil	hearts	and	rebellion.	This	is	why	Paul	
explained	that	as	Christians,	we	are	“debtors.”	Since	God	has	shown	such	excessive	favor	to	His	
people	in	spite	of	our	wicked	offenses,	we	as	His	people	should	consider	ourselves	“in	debt”	to	
God.	The	Greek	word	for	“debtor”	is	a	word	that	describes	an	attitude	of	gratitude.	We	are	“in	
debt”	to	God	to	praise	and	thank	Him,	not	work	to	gain	His	acceptance.	We	aren’t	in	debit	to	
please	God	because	we	of	ourselves	don’t	have	the	ability	to.	We	are	in	debt	to	thank	God	for	His	
Spirit,	which	enables	us	to	please	Him	on	account	of	grace.	Since	God	gave	us	life	and	confirmed	
His	promise	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	our	lives	should	be	committed	to	serving	and	praising	Him.		

This	might	sound	like	bondage	of	a	different	kind	–	and	it	is.	God	delivered	us	from	the	bondage	
of	the	flesh	in	order	that	we	would	become	slaves	of	His	righteousness	unto	life.	The	Bible	is	
clear	that	if	we	live	according	to	our	natural	inclinations	that	desire	to	oppose	God,	we	will	die	
and	burn	in	hell.	However,	God	has	not	only	provided	forgiveness	of	sins,	but	through	
sanctification,	has	empowered	people	through	His	Spirit	to	live	separated	from	our	natural	
sinful	souls.	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	put	the	flesh	to	death.	The	King	James	Version	says	to	
“mortify”	the	flesh.	The	concept	means	to	render	“the	flesh”	extinct.	The	presence	of	God’s	Spirit	
breaks	us	free	from	the	influence	of	our	natural	rebellion	so	that	we	can	consider	rebellion	
against	God	as	extinct	in	our	hearts.	Though	we	may	have	evil	desires,	the	Holy	Spirit	empowers	
us	to	live	contrary	to	those	desires	as	if	those	evil	desires	are	dead.	It	is	not	an	easy	endeavor	to	
live	this	way,	but	is	far	better	than	the	alternative	considering	the	consequences.	Why	not	
dedicate	our	lives	to	praising	God	considering	these	truths?	
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Sons of God 
Scripture: Romans 8:14 – “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons of God.” 
The	phrase	“Son	of	God”	is	a	very	misunderstood	title	among	God’s	people.	Often	times	when	
people	refer	to	Jesus	as	“the	Son	of	God”	they	speak	of	Him	as	if	He	is	a	child	of	God	in	a	human	
sense.	People	often	refer	to	Jesus	and	treat	Him	like	He	is	a	younger	version	of	God	the	Father,	
birthed	in	eternity,	but	a	descendent	of	the	One	True	Living	God	nonetheless.	THIS	IS	NOT	
TRUE!	The	Bible	teaches	that	Jesus	IS	God,	which	means	there	is	no	difference	in	the	two	
whatsoever.	While	there	are	differences	between	a	natural	father	and	son,	there	isn’t	ANY	
difference	at	all	between	God	the	Father	and	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	is	God	in	flesh,	which	is	exactly	
what	the	phrase	“Son	of	God”	refers	to.		

The	Greek	word	for	“son”	is	the	word	“huios.”	This	is	important	to	know	since	there	are	three	
major	words	used	in	the	New	Testament	that	describe	a	“son.”	The	New	Testament	uses	the	
Greek	words	“nepios,”	“teknon,”	and	“huios”	all	to	refer	to	a	child,	and	are	each	translated	into	
the	English	word	“son”	various	times.	Jesus	is	called	the	“Huios”	of	God.	This	concept	stems	from	
Psalm	2	where	the	Father	referred	to	the	Messiah	King	of	Israel	as	His	“begotten	Son”	that	will	
judge	the	nations	by	His	authority.	There,	the	“sonship”	of	the	Messiah	is	defined	by	the	
inheritance	He	receives	from	the	Father.	In	Psalm	2,	the	Father	explains	that	the	Son	of	God	will	
receive	all	of	the	authority	and	attributes	of	the	Father	as	well	as	all	of	the	nations	as	a	
possession	to	judge	rightly.	The	Greek	word	“huios”	is	where	we	get	the	English	word	for	“heir,”	
which	is	someone	who	receives	an	inheritance.	Thus,	the	title	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	has	
nothing	to	do	with	His	age.	Jesus’	identity	as	the	Son	of	God	explains	His	identity	as	God	based	on	
what	He	possesses	–	all	of	His	eternally	self-sufficient	and	self-sustaining	attributes.		

According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	same	is	true	of	Christians.	While	we	are	not	God	in	flesh,	we	
are	“heirs”	of	God.	Those	who	are	“led”	by	the	Spirit	of	God	are	also	called	“sons”	of	God.	This	
means	that	we	are	heirs	of	God,	not	as	direct	descendants	(since	our	nature	is	sinful),	but	by	
adoption.	The	leadership	of	the	Spirit	assures	the	people	of	God	that	we	will	receive	the	
inheritance	of	God,	referring	to	eternal	life	and	the	blessings	of	God	that	come	in	it.	As	Jesus	was	
glorified	by	the	resurrection	as	the	Son	of	God,	we	will	inherit	the	glory	of	God	by	the	
resurrection	the	Holy	Spirit	orchestrates	in	spiritual	regeneration	to	those	who	believe.	We	are	
not	God	in	flesh	like	Jesus	is,	but	instead	are	being	led	by	His	essence.	The	word	“led”	refers	to	
the	Holy	Spirit	taking	us	by	the	hand	so	as	to	take	us	to	the	Father	to	receive	the	benefits	of	our	
inheritance	according	to	God’s	grace.	Those	who	submit	to	the	leadership	of	the	Spirit	out	of	
gratitude	for	the	work	of	Christ	are	those	who	get	these	benefits	and	assurance	of	it!		
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The Spirit of Adoption 
Scripture: Romans 8:15 – “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 
"Abba, Father."	

The	Holy	Spirit	is	a	critical	part	of	the	life	of	any	Christian.	He	is	our	life	force	that	enables	us	to	
live	according	to	the	likeness	of	our	Savior.	He	is	called	our	Helper	and	our	Comforter.	He	is	our	
certificate	of	validation	from	the	Father,	which	guarantees	our	position	of	approval	in	the	eyes	of	
God.	Those	who	possess	the	Spirit	of	God	are	those	who	possess	the	Lord	God	Himself,	and	
thereby	are	considered	holy	and	righteous	unto	God	on	account	of	His	presence.	The	scriptures	
explain	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	given	to	those	who	believe	in	the	identity,	testimony,	and	promise	
of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	Jesus	Himself	is	the	administrator	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	
distributes	His	presence	into	the	hearts	of	those	who	humble	themselves	before	God.		

According	to	the	Bible,	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	has	a	PROFOUND	effect	on	the	lives	of	
God’s	people.	To	prove	that	believers	are	God’s	“children,”	the	Holy	Spirit	orchestrates	changes	
in	the	hearts	and	minds	of	God’s	people.	Our	position	in	faith	enables	us	to	be	considered	
“children”	of	God,	referring	to	our	identity	as	“heirs”	of	God.	This	means	that	God	will	provide	a	
heavenly	inheritance	to	those	who	are	considered	His	“sons.”	Our	identity	as	children	of	God	
results	in	a	change	in	attitude.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
results	in	the	elimination	of	fear.	Before	God	implanted	saving	faith	into	our	hearts,	we	lived	in	
fear	of	death	and	condemnation.	When	the	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	our	hearts,	that	fear	is	removed.	
The	Spirit	provides	assurance	to	our	hearts	that	we	are	God’s	children,	awaiting	the	distribution	
of	His	eternal	blessings.	Our	faith	is	predicated	on	our	anticipation	of	this	hope,	taking	the	
human	mind	past	the	point	of	fear,	into	the	hope	of	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	eternal	promises.		

Secondly,	the	Bible	teaches	that	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	equal	to	the	ministry	of	“adoption.”	
The	Greek	word	for	“adoption”	stems	from	the	root	Greek	word	“huios,”	which	refers	to	our	
identity	as	sons/heirs	of	God.	In	other	words,	the	Spirit	reminds	us	of	our	position	in	the	Father	
as	His	heirs,	which	then	provokes	an	attitude	of	gratitude,	humility,	and	dependency	on	the	
Lord.	Notice	that	the	work	of	the	Spirit	provokes	the	children	of	God	to	“cry	out.”	This	word	is	a	
strong	word	that	describes	the	desperate	plea	of	a	boy	in	distress.	The	presence	of	the	
righteousness	of	God	in	our	hearts	causes	us	to	desperately	cry	out	to	the	Lord	for	mercy,	
wisdom,	and	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.	The	ministry	of	the	Spirit	doesn’t	enable	God’s	
people	to	boast	in	confidence,	but	instead	to	continually	pray	to	the	Lord	in	dependency,	
recognizing	the	supremacy	of	His	holiness	and	righteousness,	so	that	we	might	praise	God	with	
thanksgiving	through	worship	in	a	manner	that	God	deserves.		
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The Spirit of Regeneration 
Scripture: Romans 8:16 – “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God..."	
According	to	the	Bible,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	given	according	to	the	New	Covenant	promises	of	the	
Father,	but	is	administrated	by	the	sovereign	authority	and	power	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	
who	sits	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	The	Holy	Spirit	was	“sent”	into	the	world	to	bear	
witness.	This	is	an	important	concept	to	understand	since	the	creation	account	testifies	that	the	
Holy	Spirit	hovered	above	the	waters	of	the	earth	in	the	beginning,	not	in	the	midst	of	the	earth.	
Thus,	the	work	and	authority	of	Jesus	to	send	the	Holy	Spirit,	not	only	into	the	midst	of	the	
world,	but	into	the	hearts	of	believers	is	a	miracle	of	grace	beyond	measure!		

Why	did	God	do	this	work	that	we	should	cherish	the	work	and	authority	of	Jesus	more	than	
anything?	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	us	in	order	to	“bear	witness	with	
our	spirit.”	This	phrase	means	that	the	Spirit	provides	a	testimony	alongside	our	souls.	When	
Jesus	spoke	to	His	disciples	at	the	Last	Supper,	He	taught	that	the	Spirit	would	testify	of	Him	and	
His	righteousness.	Thus,	the	“witness”	of	the	Holy	Spirit	that	takes	place	alongside	the	hearts	of	
God’s	people	is	of	Jesus.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	the	wicked	hearts	of	God’s	people	to	testify	of	
the	righteousness	of	Jesus	Christ.	God	reveals	Himself,	makes	Himself	manifest,	and	positions	
Himself	as	the	Holy	Spirit	specifically	to	assure	the	souls	of	His	people	that	we	are	indeed	His!		

God	is	not	obligated	to	do	this	other	than	according	to	His	own	promise	that	He	swore	upon	
Himself.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	makes	Himself	available	this	way	to	encourage	our	hearts	
that	we	are	indeed	His	“children.”	When	God	implanted	saving	faith	into	our	hearts	to	make	us	
His,	He	declared	us	righteous.	He	did	not	make	us	righteous,	which	is	evidenced	by	the	continued	
failure	of	our	flesh.	Paul	described	that	even	though	he	desired	to	do	well	according	to	God’s	
righteousness,	he	found	that	he	still	fell	short.	No	matter	how	much	resolve	or	ability	we	think	
we	have	to	do	well,	we	of	ourselves	cannot,	continuing	to	remind	us	of	our	guilt	before	God.	
Thus,	God	dwells	in	our	hearts	to	assure	us	that	our	failures	as	sinners	don’t	disqualify	us	from	
our	inheritance	as	His	children.	Where	sin	abounded,	grace	abounds	much	more!	The	Spirit	is	
there	to	remind	us	that	God	accounted	for	the	FULL	magnitude	of	our	sin	when	Jesus	died.	We	
are	indeed	His	children!	Here,	the	Greek	word	for	“children”	is	not	“huios”	referring	to	an	heir,	
but	“teknon”	referring	to	a	birthed	child.	The	Spirit	reminds	us	that	we	are	of	God’s	holy	and	
righteous	nature	as	new	creations	because	of	Jesus	in	spite	of	who	we	are.	Since	our	souls	
continue	to	strive	against	God,	the	grace	of	the	Lord	extends	by	His	Spirit	to	encourage	us	that	
we	were	made	heirs	by	the	grace	of	God,	will	be	conformed	into	His	image	by	the	grace	of	God,	
and	will	remain	His	by	that	same	grace.	Clearly	our	salvation	AND	our	continuance	in	it	is	by	
God’s	grace,	not	our	performance.	The	Holy	Spirit	was	given	to	us	to	remind	us	of	this	truth.			
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Ability as Children 
Scripture: Romans 8:17 – “And if children, then heirs--heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with [Him], that we may also be 
glorified together…	

What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	child	of	God?	According	to	the	Bible,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	One	that	
really	answers	that	question.	This	means	that	the	Holy	Spirit	does	some	important	work	from	
within	in	order	to	prepare	the	human	soul	to	face	God.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that	
“salvation”	is	predicated	on	“justification.”	Justification	is	the	declaration	of	approval	from	the	
Father	that	we	receive	when	we	place	all	of	our	hope	and	trust	in	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	as	
the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	confessing	our	own	inadequacy	to	please	God	otherwise.	When	we	
believe	in	the	Gospel,	God	declares	us	righteous	even	though	we	remain	in	these	sinful	bodies.	
This	is	why	we	need	the	Holy	Spirit.		

Salvation	does	not	mean	that	we	are	made	righteous.	The	righteousness	displayed	through	God’s	
people	is	on	account	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	is	a	miraculous	work	that	God	does	to	reveal	His	own	
righteous	attributes	through	a	corrupted	fleshly	vessel.	God	does	this	is	to	show	the	supremacy	
of	His	glory	and	righteousness,	as	well	as	to	confirm	the	validity	of	Jesus’	work.	How	else	could	
something	truly	righteous	come	from	a	corrupted	vessel	unless	God	Himself	produced	the	work;	
and	how	else	could	God	do	a	work	through	a	corrupted	vessel	unless	His	Spirit	were	dwelling	in	
it;	and	how	else	could	God’s	Spirit	dwell	in	the	hearts	of	corrupted	people	unless	sins	were	dealt	
with?	These	are	the	issues	that	Jesus’	life,	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	deal	with,	and	the	
work	of	the	Spirit	to	“adopt”	people	as	children	of	God	provides	outward	evidence	of	this	truth.		

Since	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	in	the	hearts	of	His	people,	we	are	considered	“children.”	Paul	used	
two	different	Greek	words	to	describe	this	relationship.	First,	he	used	the	word	“huios”	referring	
to	our	adoption	into	the	household	of	God.	We	are	heirs	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	
promises,	and	since	it	is	by	“adoption,”	it	means	that	God	is	the	One	who	did	the	work	to	make	
this	relationship	possible.	Otherwise,	we	would	be	abandoned	orphans	with	no	inheritance	or	
hope.	Paul	also	used	the	word	“teknon”	to	describe	child	birth	in	which	a	child	will	share	DNA	
with	the	parents.	That	is	the	word	used	here.	Since	we	have	been	adopted	by	the	grace	of	God,	
the	Spirit	dwells	in	the	hearts	of	God’s	people	to	spiritually	regenerate	that	person	to	have	a	new	
nature.	The	Holy	Spirit	changes	the	spiritual	DNA	of	God’s	people	so	that	they	are	imparted	with	
His	own	attributes!	This	change	serves	to	encourage	God’s	people	since	our	lives	will	then	
parallel	the	life	of	Christ,	seeing	that	we	suffer	through	the	issues	of	our	flesh	and	the	
temptations	that	it	causes.	But	like	Christ,	we	are	able	to	deny	the	flesh	according	to	the	will	of	
the	Father	and	unto	His	glory.	When	we	see	this	work	take	place	in	our	lives	at	any	time,	we	
should	rejoice	because	the	Holy	Spirit	has	indeed	worked	a	miracle	to	enable	the	denial	of	self	
for	God’s	eternal	purposes	unto	His	glory	that	we	will	get	to	share	in!		
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Not Worthy 
Scripture: Romans 8:18 – “For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy [to be compared] with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us.”	

The	Book	of	Romans	has	provided	a	quality	of	truth	that	can	be	difficult	to	digest	as	a	human	
being.	The	Apostle	Paul	started	by	explaining	the	depravity	of	all	people.	He	used	the	scriptures	
to	explain	that	none	are	righteous,	and	that	all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	Paul	thoroughly	
explained	that	there	is	nothing	that	anyone	can	do	of	themselves	to	please	God	in	any	capacity.	
The	human	soul	is	corrupted	to	the	point	where,	even	while	saved	and	possessing	the	Holy	
Spirit,	our	true	“self”	strives	to	oppose	and	offend	God,	defining	our	own	sense	of	righteousness	
in	the	process.	It	is	a	difficult	reality	to	accept	that	everything	know	and	desire	of	ourselves,	
including	personal	ambitions,	is	wrong	and	offensive	to	God.	Nevertheless,	it	is	true.		

Thankfully,	the	power	of	God	to	rescue	sinners	from	hellfire	is	provided	through	the	Gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ.	God	took	the	form	of	flesh,	making	His	Word	and	revelation	incarnate	in	the	form	of	
Jesus,	who	then	died	as	God	in	flesh,	fulfilling	the	Father’s	enterally	unconditional	promise	to	
forgive	sins.	The	means	by	which	God’s	people	receive	forgiveness	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	
effort	we	provide	to	be	good	people	or	with	the	effort	we	produce	to	keep	from	doing	evil.	
Forgiveness	of	sins	comes	EXCLUSIVELY	on	account	of	Jesus’	righteousness,	exemplified	and	
validated	by	his	life,	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension.	Even	while	we	are	saved	from	God’s	
wrath,	there	is	a	war	that	takes	place	within	our	hearts	and	minds	where	all	believers	are	torn	–	
desiring	to	do	right	according	to	God’s	standards	by	the	convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	while	also	
desiring	to	seek	personal	ambitions	that	oppose	God	and	His	purposes.	This	life	isn’t	easy.	

Paul	referred	to	this	internal	struggle	as	“suffering;”	even	suffering	parallel	to	the	suffering	of	
Jesus.	He	too	was	tempted	in	all	ways.	However,	as	God	in	flesh,	He	never	sinned.	Nonetheless,	
He	was	faced	with	the	challenge	of	dying	to	the	desires	of	corrupted	flesh	in	order	to	do	the	will	
of	the	Father.	So,	while	He	abstained	from	sin	at	all	times,	Jesus	was	still	engaged	in	the	struggle	
up	to	the	point	of	death.	Yet,	Paul	explained	that	this	suffering	is	NOTHING	compared	to	the	
glory	that	will	be	revealed	in	us.	It	is	true	that	it	is	hard	to	deny	the	flesh	now,	to	the	point	where	
we	need	the	power	of	God	to	do	it.	Still,	this	difficulty	pales	in	comparison	to	the	glory	of	God	
that	WILL	shine	through	us	later.	Though	life	as	a	Christian	is	hard	now,	the	pain	is	worth	it	on	
account	of	the	results	God	guarantees	later.	If	we	know	God,	and	continue	to	understand	the	
magnitude	of	His	glory	through	the	Word,	that	promise	just	gets	sweeter	as	time	goes	on!	Then,	
when	we	receive	the	assurance	that	the	Holy	Spirit	provides	to	remind	us	of	this	truth,	our	
response	to	God	for	His	promise	should	be	communicated	through	endurance,	hope,	and	praise!		
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Eagerly Expect… 
Scripture: Romans 8:19 – “For the earnest expectation of the creation 
eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.”	
What	does	it	mean	to	“wait	on	the	Lord?”	To	some	people,	waiting	on	the	Lord	means	praying	
for	a	time.	To	other	people,	waiting	on	the	Lord	means	waiting	around	doing	nothing.	To	others,	
waiting	on	the	Lord	means	going	about	normal	business	and	seeing	if	something	miraculous	
takes	place.	None	of	these	things	explain	the	attitude	and	conduct	that	the	Apostle	Paul	
described	in	Romans	8:19.	The	scriptures	are	clear	to	point	out	that,	while	it	is	difficult	to	
endure	the	wrestling	match	between	the	flesh	and	the	Holy	Spirit	as	a	Christian,	that	difficulty	is	
weak	compared	to	the	strength	of	hope	we	should	have	in	the	eternally	unconditional	promises	
of	God’s	grace.	Our	salvation	should	suffice	to	give	us	endurance	to	carry	on	through	difficulties	
with	joy	and	“earnest	expectation.”	

Paul	wrote	that	it	is	the	“earnest	expectation”	of	Christians	that	should	enable	us	through	the	
suffering	we	endure	while	depending	on	the	Lord	to	die	to	our	flesh.	According	to	Galatians	5:5,	
the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	One	that	provides	this	anticipation.	Thus,	it	is	not	up	to	the	ability	of	
Christians	to	maintain	certain	focus	or	discipline	to	have	the	benefit	of	this	“earnest	
expectation.”	The	Holy	Spirit	has	been	given	to	believers	to	manifest	this	expectation	so	as	to	
encourage,	help,	and	comfort	us	in	the	times	of	difficulty	that	we	experience.	The	phrase	
“earnest	expectation”	is	a	STRONG	word	in	the	original	language.	It	literally	means	to	watch	with	
our	heads	stretched	out	from	our	bodies.	It’s	as	if	we	are	anticipating	someone	to	turn	the	
corner	and	are	reaching	our	heads	forward	in	order	to	see	them.	It	refers	to	waiting	in	suspense.	
It	also	refers	to	a	sort	of	watchman	looking	out	at	their	post.	In	the	noun	form,	which	is	the	form	
that	Paul	used	here,	it	signifies	constancy	in	this	anticipation,	meaning	that	the	one	expecting,	
looks	with	anticipation	until	they	see	who	they’re	looking	for.		

As	God’s	new	creation,	we	are	to	“eagerly	wait”	for	the	“revealing	of	the	sons	of	God.”	The	term	
“eagerly	wait”	means	to	patiently	show	great	care	and	attention	for.	It	does	not	mean	sitting	
around	doing	nothing,	or	going	about	normal	daily	business.	It	is	preparation.	It	is	ensuring	a	
proper	condition.	In	other	words,	the	Holy	Spirit	provokes	God’s	children	to	anticipate	Jesus’	
return	by	living	according	to	His	righteousness	since	we	have	been	made	new	creations	by	His	
Spirit.	The	“revealing	of	the	sons	of	God”	refers	to	the	2nd	Coming	of	Jesus	Christ,	at	which	point	
God	will	manifest	His	glory	through	His	“sons,”	meaning	“heirs”	of	His	promise.	According	to	
Philippians	3:20,	this	happens	when	Jesus	comes	to	fulfill	our	heavenly	citizenship.	According	to	
Hebrews	9:28,	this	happens	when	Jesus	comes	to	FULLY	separate	us	from	sin	and	its	influence.	
Jesus	taught	that	we	know	neither	the	day	or	hour,	but	His	return	is	guaranteed.	If	we	live	with	
the	constant	expectation,	continually	preparing	for	Jesus’	return	by	walking	in	the	Spirit	–	
submitting	to	His	eternally	unconditional	purposes	–	God	promises	to	give	us	what	we	need	to	
endure	the	good	fight	of	faith	until	we	receive	the	rewards	of	our	victory	in	Him!		
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Global Goodness! 
Scripture: Romans 8:20-22 – “For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected [it] in hope; because the 
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”	

Just	how	good	are	the	promises	of	God?	The	Bible	teaches	that	His	promises	of	redemption	and	
restoration	are	so	good	that	even	planet	Earth	eagerly	awaits	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promises!	
Since	this	is	true,	how	much	more	should	we,	the	children	of	God	be	focused	on	the	eternal	
restoration	and	recreation	of	God’s	people?	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	everything	in	this	life	is	
failing	in	the	eyes	of	God,	including	planet	Earth.	Paul	taught	that	“the	creation	was	subjected	to	
futility,	not	willingly.”	This	is	a	reference	to	Genesis	3:16-18	where	God	judged	the	sin	of	Adam	
by	cursing	the	land	of	this	world.	Though	God	created	the	land	to	produce	fruit,	He	promised	
that	the	curse	of	sin	would	cause	the	ground	only	to	produce	“thorns	and	thistles.”	This	means	
that	the	curse	of	sin	would	infect	even	the	physical	condition	of	the	planet	so	that	it	would	not	
be	able	to	accomplish	the	original	purpose	that	God	originally	had	before	sin	entered	the	world!		

Jesus	came	into	the	world,	not	only	to	judge	Adam	and	Eve,	but	also	the	world	itself.	Jesus	
subjected	the	planet	to	the	same	consequences	as	human	beings.	Because	of	sin,	all	things	in	this	
life	have	been	corrupted.	Proof	of	this	truth	can	be	measured	and	confirmed	by	the	famines,	
storms,	and	other	“natural	disasters”	that	have	taken	place	over	history.	These	things	were	not	
according	to	God’s	original	intent.	According	to	the	Bible,	even	the	planet	groans	over	the	reality	
that	it	cannot	accomplish	the	purpose	that	God	originally	ordained.	The	Bible	shows	that	people	
cannot	please	God	according	to	His	original	purpose,	and	neither	can	the	planet.	This	verifies	
that	there	is	truly	no	hope	in	this	life,	and	even	planet	Earth	understands	this	truth.		

Nevertheless,	the	planet	has	hope.	The	creation	of	God	even	awaits	the	time	for	God	to	fulfill	His	
promises	of	restoration.	In	Isaiah	65:17	the	Lord	promised	that	He	would	make	a	new	heaven	
and	a	new	earth.	Revelation	Chapter	21	documents	the	work	that	He	will	do	to	fulfill	this	
promise!	Paul	reminded	the	church	of	this	promise	in	order	to	encourage	hope.	If	even	planet	
looks	forward	to	God’s	promise	to	make	all	things	new,	how	much	more	should	the	we	who	are	
called	God’s	“children	and	heirs?”	It	is	true	that	the	world	and	the	people	in	it	are	subject	to	the	
corrupt	of	this	life’s	circumstances.	Yet	even	the	planet	knows	that	this	will	all	end	one	day.	
Though	we	groan	now,	we	can	rest	assured	that	our	groans	are	shared	with	ALL	of	God’s	
creation,	but	as	God	promised,	we	will	ALL	be	restored	according	to	God’s	original	purpose!			
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Awaiting Redemption 
Scripture: Romans 8:23 – “Not only that, but we also who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.”	

The	Bible	teaches	that	the	children	of	God	are	able	to	be	His	on	account	of	the	work	He	has	done	
by	Himself	according	to	His	unique	and	supreme	righteousness.	God	has	done	this	work	
faithfully	according	to	His	gracious	promises	predicated	on	mercy.	God	knows	that	we	are	but	
dust	of	the	earth,	and	that	we	of	ourselves	cannot	please	Him	or	match	His	glory.	Therefore,	He	
took	it	upon	Himself	to	fulfill	His	own	righteousness	on	our	behalf,	exercising	His	authority	to	
consider	our	faith	in	the	Gospel	as	equal	to	His	righteousness	for	the	time	being.	This	work	of	
“justification”	is	important	to	understand	because	the	doctrine	of	justification	speaks	of	a	two-
fold	work;	the	second	part	of	which	we	still	wait	for	the	fulfillment	of.		

While	our	works	do	not	suffice	to	please	God	and	don’t	help	us	become	more	righteous	as	we	
live,	there	is	a	continual	struggle	in	the	hearts	of	all	of	God’s	people.	As	God’s	children,	we	have	
been	given	the	Spirit	of	adoption,	which	is	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit	resides	in	the	hearts	of	
the	humble	and	contrite	in	order	to	restore	and	revive	the	soul.	He	convicts	God’s	people	
concerning	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ	and	serves	as	the	means	by	which	God’s	righteousness	
pours	out	of	the	lives	of	otherwise	corrupted	people.	While	this	work	takes	place,	we	remain	in	
these	fleshly	mortal	bodies	that	strive	to	offend	God.	While	the	Holy	Spirit	seeks	to	do	one	work,	
our	flesh	seeks	to	undo	that	same	work.	This	internal	struggle	causes	our	spiritual	nature	that	
belongs	to	the	Lord	to	groan	and	yearn	for	the	complete	fulfillment	of	God’s	promises.	Hence,	
while	we	can	rest	assured	in	the	sufficiency	of	Jesus’	sacrifice	to	cleanse	us	from	sin,	we	still	
await	the	completion	of	His	work	that	will	be	realized	at	a	later	time.	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	of	this	to	encourage	believers.	The	struggle	we	have	within	is	not	one	
that	will	last	forever.	The	rebellion	we	continue	in	against	the	Spirit	is	not	one	that	will	endure.	
The	work	of	Jesus	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins	is	complete,	but	the	full	benefits	of	that	forgiveness	
are	not	yet	complete.	According	to	the	Bible,	as	God’s	children,	we	are	heirs,	and	the	essence	of	
our	inheritance	is	not	meant	for	this	world.	We	are	the	“firstfruits	of	the	Spirit,”	meaning	an	
offering	of	the	Spirit	intended	to	be	given	unto	the	Father.	We	will	be	in	His	full	glory	and	
presence	according	to	the	perfect	work	of	the	Spirit.	We	may	groan	in	our	struggles	with	the	
flesh	now,	but	we	WILL	receive	the	benefits	of	our	inheritance	according	to	Jesus	through	the	
“redemption	of	the	body.”	God	will	pay	yet	another	ransom	to	rid	of	these	carnal	bodies	forever	
so	as	to	put	an	end	to	the	struggle,	thereby	enabling	us	to	enjoy	the	full	benefits	of	Jesus’	work	
without	measure!	In	other	words,	the	joy	of	our	salvation	doesn’t	peak	in	this	life…	
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Faith in Hope 
Scripture: Romans 8:24 – “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?”	
The	relationship	between	faith	and	hope	is	a	critical	dynamic	for	Christians	to	understand.	
Understanding	the	relationship	between	faith	and	hope	helps	believers	understand	the	reality	
that	we	have	been	saved	by	faith	on	account	of	God’s	grace	as	a	gift	from	God,	and	not	of	works	
lest	anyone	should	boast.	Our	understanding	of	the	relationship	between	faith	and	hope	is	
helpful	to	explain	how	we	as	Christians	don’t	bring	ANYTHING	helpful	to	God	to	the	table	of	
salvation.	Our	salvation	is	purely	the	results	of	His	work	as	Jesus	Christ	and	our	“decision”	to	
accept	His	gift	is	simply	the	works	of	His	influence	and	sovereign	control	as	well.	So,	how	do	
faith	and	hope	work	together	to	explain	this	point?	

Hebrews	11:1	explains	that	faith	is	the	substance	of	things	hoped	for.	In	other	words,	the	basis	
of	our	faith	is	not	in	things	that	have	fully	transpired,	but	we	trust	with	all	certainty,	will	
eventually	take	place.	The	point	of	the	Apostle	Paul	in	Romans	8:24	asks	a	rhetorical	question	
that	explains	this	point.	If	we	hope	for	something,	by	definition	we	are	anticipating	something	
that	has	not	yet	taken	place.	No	one	“hopes”	for	things	that	have	already	happened	or	are	
currently	happening.	Hope	is	a	word	that	deals	with	future	events	and	our	attitudes	towards	it.	
In	the	Biblical	context,	“hope”	refers	to	a	confident	expectation.	Hope	in	the	Bible	is	not	like	the	
hope	worldly	people	may	have	to	win	the	lottery.	Hope	in	the	Biblical	context	is	parallel	to	the	
“earnest	expectation”	that	Paul	wrote	about	in	verse	19	of	Romans	Chapter	8.	This	word	speaks	
of	eagerly	waiting	for	something	that	is	expected	to	happen.	According	to	the	context,	the	“thing”	
we	expect	is	directly	tied	to	the	“person”	we	expect.		

If	hope	is	defined	by	anticipation,	and	faith	resembles	our	trust	in	it,	what	is	it	that	we	as	
Christians	are	to	anticipate?	The	Lord	explained	this	issue	in	Hebrews	6:17-19.	There,	the	Bible	
explains	that	God	set	“hope”	before	His	people	as	“an	anchor	to	the	soul”	to	confirm	His	faithful	
and	unchanging	nature	to	fulfill	His	promises	regarding	the	elimination	of	sin	and	to	make	all	
things	new.	According	to	Romans	8:24,	our	salvation	is	predicated	on	this	“hope”	and	“faith.”	
God	said	that	He	would	forgive	sins	and	make	all	things	new.	If	we	believe,	then	we	agree	with	
the	integrity	of	God’s	nature.	If	we	anticipate,	then	we	rely	on	the	strength	of	God’s	ability	to	do	
what	He	says,	not	our	own.	Hebrews	6:17-19	explains	that	God	is	unchanging	and	does	not	lie.	
Nothing	can	keep	Him	from	doing	what	He	said,	and	He	put	“hope”	in	front	of	us	so	as	to	assure	
our	hearts	that,	despite	our	current	difficulties,	God’s	promises	WILL	be	fulfilled!	If	we	look	
“forward”	into	the	fulfillment	of	the	eternal	nature	of	God’s	promises	then	we	agree	that	God	is	
eternal,	unchanging,	almighty,	faithful,	gracious,	right,	and	good.	We	look	forward	to	that	which	
God	said,	receiving	the	hope	His	Spirit	provides	now,	anticipating	the	completion	of	His	work	in	
the	future,	which	has	nothing	to	do	with	our	efforts.	Praise	be	to	God	alone!		
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Eagerly Waiting 
Scripture: Romans 8:25 – “But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
eagerly wait for [it] with perseverance.”	
The	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	should	produce	a	profound	effect	in	the	lives	of	those	who	
possess	Him.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	God	Almighty.	The	
Bible	teaches	that	the	presence	of	God	has	a	PROFOUND	effect	on	the	surrounding	environment	
He	dwells	in.	When	God’s	presence	entered	into	the	temple	that	King	Solomon	built,	the	cloud	of	
His	glory	filled	the	temple	complex	so	that	the	priests	and	Levites	were	terrified	and	fled	from	
the	temple,	being	unable	to	perform	their	duties.	When	the	Angel	of	the	Lord	visited	Moses	
before	instructing	him	to	deliver	the	children	of	Israel	from	the	bondage	of	Egypt,	the	Angel	told	
Moses	to	remove	his	sandals	because	the	presence	of	the	Lord	had	caused	the	previously-cursed	
ground	to	become	holy.	This	is	the	sort	of	impact	that	God’s	presence	has.		

For	those	whose	hearts	are	filled	with	the	Spirit	as	a	result	of	the	Lord’s	justification	by	faith,	the	
Holy	Spirit	will	have	an	equally	profound	effect.	One	of	the	ways	that	the	Spirit	will	influence	the	
people	of	God	is	by	motivating	and	manufacturing	confidence	and	eager	anticipation	for	the	
eternal	things	of	God.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	Helper	and	Comforter	of	God’s	
people.	This	help	is	provided	by	His	ministry	to	convict	and	remind	the	people	of	God	about	the	
promise	of	the	future	that	the	Father	has	sworn	and	that	Jesus	will	administrate.	The	Bible	uses	
the	word	“hope”	to	describe	the	influence	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	word	hope	in	the	Bible	refers	to	
a	“confident	expectation.”	In	other	words,	the	Holy	Spirit	will	implant	confidence	and	
anticipation	into	the	hearts	that	He	dwells	in	concerning	the	eternal	nature	of	God’s	promises.		

As	the	Holy	Spirit	inspires	this	influence,	the	perspective	and	affections	of	Christians	will	change.	
God’s	people	will	progressively	have	more	concern	for	eternal	and	spiritual	things	rather	than	
fleshly	and	worldly	things.	The	Holy	Spirit	encourages	the	hearts	of	God’s	people	in	times	of	
need,	referring	to	times	when	the	flesh	wants	to	corrupt	God’s	work	in	our	lives.	When	the	battle	
between	the	flesh	and	the	Spirit	gets	fierce,	the	Spirit	will	remind	us	that	this	fight	won’t	last	
forever.	The	Spirit	will	remind	us	that	Jesus	has	gone	to	the	right	hand	of	the	Father	to	prepare	a	
place	for	us	and	will	soon	come	back	to	get	us	to	usher	us	into	His	glory.	This	is	not	something	
we	can	see	now,	but	the	Holy	Spirit	will	provide	eager	anticipation	for	this	promise.	This	
anticipation	is	defined	as	perseverance.	James	5:11	uses	this	same	word	to	describe	the	
“patience”	of	Job.	Job	endured	terrible	difficulties	in	his	life,	but	was	encouraged	with	the	
confident	expectation	he	had	in	the	Lord	to	restore	all	things	according	to	His	righteousness.	
Thus,	the	hope	that	we	have	in	times	of	difficulty	is	not	just	a	comfort	to	God’s	people,	but	also	
proof	of	the	Spirit’s	presence	in	our	hearts,	further	guaranteeing	our	inheritance!		
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The Spirit’s Help 
Scripture: Romans 8:26a – “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.”	

Many	people	understand	that	the	role	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	described	as	a	“Helper.”	Jesus	even	
referred	to	the	Holy	Spirit	as	“the	Helper”	in	the	Gospel	of	John	at	the	Last	Supper	(John	14:16,	
26,	15:26,	16:7).	However,	many	people	struggle	to	understand	the	capacity	of	the	Spirit’s	help.	
If	the	Spirit	is	our	“Helper,”	in	what	way(s)	does	He	provide	help?	Some	people	think	the	Spirit	is	
like	a	lucky	charm,	sent	to	enable	us	unto	success	regarding	our	personal	ambitions.	Some	
people	think	the	Spirit	is	sent	to	help	us	to	stay	“out	of	trouble”	and	keep	us	safe	from	certain	
dangers.	While	these	things	sound	like	good	ideas,	they	are	not	Biblical	truth.	The	scriptures	
themselves	are	sufficient	to	describe	the	manner	in	which	the	Holy	Spirit	helps	God’s	people.		

First,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	the	Apostle	Paul	compared	the	“help”	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	
another	point	that	was	previously	made.	Notice	the	verse	begins	with	the	word	“likewise.”	This	
means	that	the	help	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	comparable	to	another	work	that	He	does.	This	word	is	
directly	connected	to	the	work	of	the	Spirit	described	in	verse	16	through	the	grammar	of	Paul’s	
writing.	There,	Paul	wrote	that	the	Spirit	“bears	witness.”	The	help	of	the	Spirit	is	parallel	to	the	
work	that	He	does	to	bear	witness	that	we	are	“children”	of	the	Father.	The	word	“children”	
referred	to	the	promise	of	God	to	transform	our	nature	and	spiritual	DNA	to	be	conformed	into	
the	likeness	of	His	own	glory	and	righteousness	when	He	makes	all	things	new.	Though	we	don’t	
see	the	finished	work	of	that	promise	now,	especially	while	we	struggle	with	our	flesh,	the	Spirit	
reminds	us	of	God’s	promises	and	His	faithfulness	to	fulfill	them.		

Paul	wrote	that	the	Spirit	helps	specifically	“in	our	weaknesses.”	The	Greek	word	for	weakness	
describes	a	quality	of	sickness	that	WILL	end	in	death.	It	is	a	weakness	that	is	void	of	ANY	
strength	whatsoever.	The	context	of	Paul’s	statement	is	tied	to	the	struggles	that	we	have	with	
our	flesh.	While	the	flesh	fights	against	the	work	of	the	Spirit	to	conform	us	unto	the	image	of	
God,	we	are	able	to	see	the	magnitude	of	our	depravity	in	sin.	When	we	know	what’s	right	and	
can’t	seem	to	do	it	on	our	own,	we	realize	just	how	handicapped	we	are	concerning	the	things	of	
God.	This	is	discouraging	and	deflating,	and	unless	the	Spirit	reminds	us	of	who	we	are	as	God’s	
children	on	account	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	we	would	forget,	relent,	and	give	up.	Recall	that	
the	Holy	Spirit	is	called	“the	Spirit	of	adoption,”	which	shows	us	that	His	“help”	is	predicated	on	
reminding	us	of	who	we	are	because	of	Jesus’	life,	death	and	resurrection	despite	the	corrupted	
nature	of	our	works.	This	is	the	help	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		
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If Not For The Spirit… 
Scripture: Romans 8:26b – “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.”	

The	Book	of	Romans	was	written	to	prove	one	fundamental	issue:	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.	The	
means	by	which	we	become	beneficiaries	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	is	based	on	
the	faith	God	gives	us,	not	our	ability	to	please	Him	by	what	we	do,	say,	or	don’t	do/say.	Our	
performance	to	do	“good	things”	has	absolutely	no	influence	on	God	because	our	righteousness	
is	like	a	filthy	rag	in	His	eyes.	Despite	these	truths	being	clearly	communicated	in	the	scriptures,	
many	people	still	don’t	understand	the	extent	of	weakness	that	we	have	as	people	when	it	comes	
to	pleasing	God.	Here,	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	our	weakness	and	inability	to	please	God	is	so	
great,	that	if	it	weren’t	for	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	we	wouldn’t	even	know	how	to	talk	to	God…	

The	scriptures	teach	that	Jesus	poured	the	Holy	Spirit	into	the	hearts	of	believers	so	as	to	help	in	
our	“time	of	weakness.”	The	Greek	word	for	“weakness”	refers	to	a	quality	of	infirmity	that	
certainly	leads	to	death,	absolutely	void	of	any	strength	or	ability	of	any	kind.	Thus,	the	Holy	
Spirit	is	our	Helper	because	without	Him,	we	wouldn’t	have	any	strength,	ability,	wisdom,	or	
motivation	to	do	anything	spiritual	and	good	in	the	eyes	of	God.	More	specifically,	the	Spirit	
helps	when	this	weakness	is	amplified	through	our	struggles	in	life.	The	context	of	Paul’s	
writings	explains	that	the	“weakness”	he	referred	to	stemmed	from	the	difficulties	we	
experience	when	our	flesh	wants	to	corrupt	God’s	work	to	conform	us	into	His	image.	It	is	
frustrating	and	discoursing	when	we	desire	to	do	good	but	find	ourselves	continuing	to	make	
the	same	dumb	mistakes	and	decisions.	This	is	when	the	Spirit	REALLY	comes	to	our	aid.		

It	is	true	that	without	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	would	not	know	how	to	pray	at	all.	In	Luke	11:1	the	
disciples	asked	Jesus	to	teach	them	how	to	pray,	showing	that	without	His	instruction,	we	don’t	
know	how	to	talk	to	God.	This	verse	doesn’t	refer	to	that.	The	verse	shows	that	we	don’t	know	
WHAT	to	pray	for.	When	we	are	dealing	with	the	difficulties	of	our	flesh,	we	don’t	know	what	to	
pray	for:	Do	we	pray	for	deliverance	from	the	struggle	at	the	expense	of	learning	a	valuable	
lesson;	or	do	we	pray	for	endurance	to	keep	going	through	the	struggle	despite	the	discomfort	of	
our	flesh?	This	is	where	the	Holy	Spirit	helps.	The	issues	of	our	flesh	will	reveal	the	possibilities	
for	our	struggles	are	far	more	complex	than	we	might	be	willing	to	admit.	It	is	the	wisdom	and	
sovereignty	of	God	that	will	help	us	to	make	things	clear	when	we	humble	ourselves	before	Him.	
If	we	can’t	even	understand	how	to	talk	to	God	when	we	know	we	need	Him,	how	can	we	help	
Him	save?	This	is	the	extent	of	our	weakness.	This	is	the	magnitude	of	God’s	grace.	To	Him	and	
Him	alone	should	be	the	glory	that	He	provides	help	to	us	even	though	we	are	in	this	pitiful	
condition.		
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Intercession 
Scripture: Romans 8:26c – “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.”	

The	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	critical!	Jesus	taught	that	unless	someone	is	born	again	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	it	is	impossible	to	enter	into	the	kingdom	of	God.	Many	know	the	Holy	Spirit	to	be	a	
“Helper”	and	a	“Comforter,”	but	those	words	can	be	slightly	misleading.	The	English	
understanding	of	those	words	can	imply	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	an	optional	companion	to	call	on	
when	life	gets	to	be	too	much	to	handle.	The	point	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	that,	because	of	our	
sinful	nature,	life	is	ALWAYS	too	much	to	handle.	This	means	that	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	
ALWAYS	required	in	our	lives	so	that	any	time	we	are	living	separated	from	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	
can	be	assured	that	calamity	is	on	the	way!	

How	important	is	the	Holy	Spirit?	If	not	for	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	wouldn’t	even	know	how	to	
properly	address	God	in	prayer.	It’s	as	if	God	speaks	a	language	that	no	human	being	knows	or	
understands,	and	without	the	Holy	Spirit,	we’d	never	be	able	to	connect.	The	context	of	Paul’s	
explanation	of	this	truth	teaches	that	this	handicap	is	especially	true	when	our	flesh	is	directly	
opposing	a	particular	work	of	the	Spirit.	Our	flesh	constantly	strives	against	the	work	that	the	
Spirit	desires	to	do	so	that	even	though	our	new	nature	in	Christ	desires	to	do	well,	our	fleshly	
nature	frequently	foils	those	desires.	This	can	be	frustrating	to	no	end	so	that	as	people,	we	
often	can’t	express	ourselves	in	prayer	because	we	don’t	understand	God’s	purposes	for	those	
struggles.	Thankfully	the	Holy	Spirit	is	there	to	do	the	work	that	needs	to	be	done.		

Paul	described	the	Holy	Spirit	as	an	intercessor.	The	original	language	uses	a	complicated	Greek	
word	that	is	very	thorough	to	describe	the	work	of	the	Spirit.	The	Greek	word	is	
“hyperentygchano,”	which	is	actually	three	different	words	put	together.		The	first	word	is	
“hyper,”	which	is	a	preposition	denoting	a	position	that	is	above	or	beyond	something.	In	this	
context,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	above	and	beyond	human	ability.	The	next	word	is	a	two-part	word:	
entygchano.	The	Greek	prefix	“en”	is	another	preposition	that	denotes	a	fixed	position	in	place	of	
something.	The	root	word	“tygchano”	is	a	verb	that	literally	means	“to	hit	the	mark.”	When	we	
put	these	ideas	together,	the	“intercession”	of	the	Spirit	refers	to	His	superior	position	above	us	
to	“hit	the	mark”	on	our	behalf.	The	weakness	of	our	flesh	makes	it	so	that	proper	
communication	with	God	is	difficult,	if	not	impossible.	Paul	wrote	that	the	frustration	between	
our	flesh	and	the	Spirit	causes	us	to	“groan.”	Thankfully,	the	Spirit	is	able	to	“hit	the	mark”	and	
communicate	to	the	Father	on	our	behalf	when	our	flesh	craves	to	“miss	the	mark”	in	sin.	If	not	
for	this	proactive	work	on	our	behalf,	in	spite	of	our	fleshly	desires,	we’d	continue	to	“miss	the	
mark”	and	remain	disconnected	from	God.	Clearly	the	Holy	Spirit	is	not	an	optional	“call	for	
help,”	but	instead	is	our	lifeline	to	access	the	benefits	of	the	salvation	Jesus	paid	for!		
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The Grace of God 
Scripture: Romans 8:27 – “Now He who searches the hearts knows what the 
mind of the Spirit [is], because He makes intercession for the saints 
according to [the will of] God.”	

The	Book	of	Romans	teaches	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	This	doesn’t	just	mean	that	we	are	
saved	by	faith	on	account	of	God’s	grace.	This	ALSO	means	that	when	we’re	saved,	we	continue	
to	live	by	faith	according	to	God’s	grace.	Just	because	we	“get	saved”	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	
suddenly	able	to	do	everything	that	God	says.	If	that	were	the	case,	we	wouldn’t	need	the	Holy	
Spirit.	If	we	need	the	grace	of	God	to	be	saved,	we	need	the	grace	of	God	to	remain	saved.	The	
point	is,	it	is	the	grace	of	God	that	takes	us	from	condemnation	and	hellfire,	and	also	keeps	us	
from	that	same	fate	while	we’re	saved.	If	not	for	God’s	continuing	grace,	our	sinful	nature	would	
lead	us	right	back	into	the	hellfire	Jesus	died	to	save	us	from.		

The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	point	and	explained	it	in	this	verse.	Paul	wrote	that	our	flesh	
strives	to	rebel	against	the	regenerative	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit	dwells	in	our	
hearts	as	the	presence	of	God	to	purify	the	corruption	that	defines	our	normal	nature.	However,	
our	normal	nature	hates	this	works	and	seeks	to	frustrate	God’s	purposes	from	within.	God	tells	
us	what	is	right,	and	while	we	might	want	to	do	right,	we	find	ourselves	continuing	to	do	wrong	
in	our	thinking,	conduct,	and	speech.	This	is	why	God’s	grace	must	continue	in	our	lives	to	
enable	us	as	Christians.	The	“success”	of	our	Christian	walk	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	our	ability,	
responsibility,	perseverance,	determination,	or	discipline.	It	is	the	Lord	God	that	keeps	us	in	
favorable	position	with	Him.		

Notice	that	it	is	the	Lord	alone	that	searches	the	hearts.	In	other	words,	God	alone	knows	the	
heart.	The	Bible	teaches	that	we	as	people	don’t	even	know	our	own	hearts,	as	evidenced	by	our	
inability	to	know	how	to	properly	pray	in	our	time	of	need.	Since	we	don’t	know	our	hearts	and	
fail	to	properly	communicate	with	God	on	our	own,	the	Lord	gave	us	the	Holy	Spirit	to	intercede	
on	our	behalf.	According	to	Philippians	2:12-13,	the	working	out	of	our	salvation	happens	by	the	
work	God	does	in	us	to	do	what	He	purposes	for	us.	If	not	for	His	presence	by	His	Spirit,	our	
salvation	would	not	be	worked	out.	We	would	not	do	what	God	desires.	We	would	not	even	
know	how	to	pray.	God	tells	us	what	to	pray,	and	even	when	we	can’t	utter	it	in	words,	He	
knows	our	hearts	to	discern	our	needs	when	we	can’t	discern	them	ourselves.	Even	while	saved,	
we	continue	to	show	an	excessive	amount	of	weakness	and	ignorance	concerning	our	
relationship	with	God.	Yet	God	reveals	Himself	as	the	Holy	Spirit	in	order	to	make	up	for	our	
weakness	and	ignorance	in	spite	of	who	we	are.	Praise	be	to	God	and	all	glory	to	Him	alone!		
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What WE Know 
Scripture: Romans 8:28a – “And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to [His] 
purpose.”	

Romans	8:28	is	a	frequently	quoted	verse	that	many	people	have	committed	to	memory	for	
good	reason.	However,	the	context	and	mature	understanding	of	this	verse	is	not	quite	as	
prevalent	as	people’s	knowledge	of	the	verse	itself.	Many	can	recite	the	words	but	have	a	hard	
time	explaining	why	this	verse	is	in	the	Bible.	The	context	of	this	verse	is	critical	in	order	to	
understand	the	“goodness”	that	the	verse	refers	to,	the	identity	of	those	who	enjoy	God’s	work,	
and	the	purposes	of	God.	Recall	that	Paul	was	speaking	about	the	difficulty	of	living	as	someone	
who	has	been	saved	by	the	grace	of	God,	possessing	the	Spirit	of	God,	but	still	living	in	a	fleshly	
body	in	this	life.	Paul	taught	that	even	though	we	have	been	justified	by	faith	and	sanctified	unto	
God’s	purposes,	we	are	not	made	into	righteous	people	able	to	produce	righteousness	by	our	
personal	ability	and	habits.	Our	hearts	are	still	wicked	by	nature.	Our	thoughts	are	still	
corrupted	and	selfish.	Our	motives	are	still	ungodly.	Though	the	Spirit	dwells	in	our	hearts	to	
reveal	the	truth	of	God’s	righteousness	and	connect	us	to	Him,	that	work	causes	friction	with	
who	we	naturally	are.		

This	means	that	the	manner	in	which	we	know	God	and	connect	to	Him	must	be	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	not	of	ourselves	since	our	current	condition	causes	frustration	and	friction	with	God	
still.	According	to	the	Bible,	if	not	for	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	would	not	know	the	true	condition	of	
our	hearts	and	wouldn’t	know	how	to	properly	communicate	with	Him	in	prayer.	The	presence	
of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	critical!	He	is	the	means	by	which	we	confirm	our	position	with	the	Lord	as	
adopted	children	and	heirs	to	His	promises.	He	is	the	manner	in	which	we	are	comforted	and	
encouraged	in	the	midst	of	our	continuing	failures.	Simply	put,	He	is	the	way	that	we	come	to	
know	God,	who	He	is,	what	He’s	all	about,	and	what	He’s	doing.		

It	is	because	of	our	connection	to	the	Holy	Spirit	that	we	are	able	to	know	God	and	His	purposes.	
Yet,	the	Spirit	of	God	was	also	given	on	account	of	His	grace.	The	knowledge	of	God	from	the	
Spirit,	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus,	is	all	a	reflection	of	God’s	grace.	The	knowledge	of	God’s	
goodness	is	grace.	Notice	that	Paul	was	confident	to	know	the	results	of	God’s	purposes	as	
“good”	based	on	his	understanding	of	the	person	and	ministry	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Our	ability	to	
know	God,	His	purposes,	and	goodness,	is	based	on	our	possession	of	the	Spirit,	which	comes	by	
grace.	Our	confidence	concerning	our	position	in	the	Lord	stems	from	this	ability	and	
knowledge.	Our	confidence	is	not	in	ourselves,	but	is	a	bi-product	of	the	revelation	of	God	
through	His	Spirit	concerning	His	good	purposes,	in	spite	of	our	circumstances.			
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It’s All Good 
Scripture: Romans 8:28b – “And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to [His] 
purpose.”	

There	is	a	song	that	has	confused	many	people	about	the	true	meaning	of	Romans	8:28.	The	
lyrics	say,	“You	make	all	things	work	together	for	my	good.”	Yet	this	is	not	what	the	verse	says,	
nor	is	it	what	the	verse	means.	The	songwriter	sought	to	make	the	singer	the	emphasis	of	God’s	
goodness.	This	is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches.	In	fact,	the	scriptural	definition	of	“good”	doesn’t	
even	consider	human	beings.	The	Greek	grammar	of	Romans	8:28	refers	to	God	in	the	accusative	
form,	meaning	that	He	is	the	direct	object	of	the	“good”	being	done.	The	focus	of	the	verse	is	not	
on	the	“goodness”	being	done,	but	on	God	as	the	source	of	it.	Here’s	more	proof.	In	Genesis	50:20	
“goodness”	is	defined	by	God’s	intention	and	work	to	save	people	regardless	of	circumstances	
that	oppose	Him.	In	Deuteronomy	8:15-16	“goodness”	is	described	as	the	trust	one	puts	in	the	
Lord	unto	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.	In	2	Corinthians	4:15,	“goodness”	is	defined	as	God’s	
glory.	In	Psalm	119:68	God,	and	God	alone	is	good.		

So	then,	if	the	song	is	true,	“our	good”	must	depend	on	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promise	to	
save	those	who	trust	Him	unto	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.	This	has	nothing	to	do	with	
personal	circumstances,	desires,	ambitions,	wants,	or	physical	needs.	If	God	alone	is	good,	then	
“our	good”	must	be	defined	by	our	possession	of	God	by	His	Spirit	to	do	that	which	He	
determined	to	do	since	before	the	foundation	of	the	world	concerning	the	Gospel.	In	fact,	
Ephesians	1:11	explains	that	“all	things”	refers	to	the	circumstances	manifested	by	the	counsel	
of	God,	based	on	His	sovereign	control	over	everything	to	accomplish	that	which	He	set	out	to	do	
before	the	foundation	of	the	world	was	formed	–	before	there	were	people	alive	that	had	desires	
for	things	of	this	world.		

So,	what	is	good?	What	is	the	essence	of	this	verse	referring	to?	Our	circumstances	as	believers	
are	controlled	by	God’s	purposes	pertaining	to	the	Gospel.	Notice	that	it	is	His	calling	that	
defines	our	purpose	(not	our	decision).	Since	God’s	purpose	defines	our	circumstances,	and	
God’s	purpose	is	motivated	by	His	“good	news”	(the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ),	our	circumstances	
will	ultimately	result	in	“good”	according	to	the	fulfillment	of	His	purposes	in	the	Gospel.	God	
has	planned	unique	circumstances	in	the	lives	of	all	of	His	people	that	work	together	to	reveal	
the	glory	of	God	according	to	the	Gospel.	Even	though	our	personal	circumstances	as	we	deal	
with	the	flesh	waring	against	the	Spirit	makes	it	seem	like	“goodness”	is	elusive,	our	knowledge	
of	God	and	His	purposes	by	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	gives	us	confidence	in	the	outcome	
of	God’s	work	no	matter	how	things	seem.		
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According to His Purpose 
Scripture: Romans 8:28c – “And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to [His] 
purpose.”	

The	scriptures	teach	that	God	alone	is	good.	In	fact,	it	was	mankind’s	pursuit	of	a	different	form	
of	“good”	from	“the	tree	of	knowledge	of	good	and	evil”	that	led	to	the	corrupted	world	we	live	
in	today.	Adam	and	Eve	did	not	trust	in	the	true	and	supreme	nature	of	God’s	goodness	and	so	
they	ate	the	fruit	of	this	world	to	try	and	have	another	form	of	goodness	according	to	their	own	
standards,	and	ignorance.	It	has	been	all	downhill	from	there.	Or	has	it?	According	to	the	Apostle	
Paul,	God	is	working	“all	things”	together	for	good	despite	the	condition	of	the	world.	God	is	
using	the	circumstances	of	life	to	reveal	the	essence	of	His	goodness	by	revealing	His	nature	
through	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	To	those	who	love	God	and	are	called	according	to	His	
purpose,	we	are	able	to	find	hope	and	confidence	in	the	truth	of	God’s	goodness	that	will	be	
revealed	in	full	glory	in	the	end.		

Paul	stated	that	Christians	have	tough	lives	to	live.	We	are	declared	righteous	and	not	made	
righteous	in	this	life.	We	still	have	the	challenge	of	dealing	with	our	natural	“self”	at	the	same	
time	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	conforming	us	into	His	image	through	the	revelations	of	God’s	
righteousness.	This	creates	a	civil	war	within	the	hearts	and	minds	of	all	believers.	We	want	to	
do	right	by	God’s	standards	because	the	Holy	Spirit	convicts	us.	Yet	our	flesh	wants	to	gratify	
itself	in	a	manner	contrary	to	God	because	it’s	our	nature.	This	struggle	can	sometimes	make	our	
salvation	seem	ineffective.	Thus,	Romans	8:28.	Though	the	circumstances	of	life	seem	to	cause	
frustration,	exhaustion,	and	conflict	from	within,	it	is	for	good	reason	because	God	is	working	
the	circumstances	of	our	life	for	“good”	according	to	His	purposes.		

Why	can	we	be	so	sure	that	our	struggle	will	produce	good?	We	simply	need	to	examine	the	
source	of	the	goodness	and	the	manner	in	which	it	comes.	Notice	that	it	because	God	calls	us	
that	“goodness”	is	available;	and	goodness	is	defined	by	His	eternal	purposes	pertaining	to	the	
Gospel.	The	goodness	of	God	is	NOT	on	account	of	our	perseverance,	diligence,	discipline,	or	
effort.	The	goodness	we	receive	is	NOT	on	account	of	the	affection	we	show	towards	God.	Just	as	
our	salvation	is	solely	the	work	of	God	according	to	grace,	so	is	the	distribution	of	His	goodness.	
If	not	for	His	calling	(not	our	decision),	we	would	not	have	access	to	His	goodness.	Since	God	is	
good,	His	purposes	are	good.	This	means	that	God’s	purpose	for	our	calling	must	also	be	good.	If	
we	are	not	living	for	God’s	purposes,	goodness	can’t	come	to	us	since	goodness	comes	from	God	
alone.	God’s	goodness	comes	because	He	is	good	and	so	are	His	purposes.	Hence,	no	matter	what	
happens	in	life,	as	God’s	children	and	heirs	that	possess	His	Spirit,	we	can	rest	assured	that	the	
end	of	the	equation	of	our	lives	will	resolve	in	“good”	on	account	of	who	God	is	and	what	He	
does	in	spite	of	us.	Praise	be	to	His	name	because	He	alone	is	good;	and	that	has	nothing	to	do	
with	us!		
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God Has A Plan! 
Scripture: Romans 8:29 – “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined [to 
be] conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.”	

Throughout	the	ages,	there	have	been	many	courageous	people	of	faith	that	gave	their	lives	up	
through	violent	deaths	on	account	of	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	and	the	glory	of	eternal	life	that	
He	promised.	How	could	these	people	be	so	confident	in	a	hope	that	cannot	be	seen	in	this	life?	
According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	it	is	the	comforting	assurance	of	the	Holy	Spirit	that	provides	
confidence	in	the	eternal	nature	of	God’s	promises.	How	does	that	confidence	grow	in	such	dire	
times?	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	confidence	in	the	certainty	of	God’s	promises	comes	on	
account	of	our	understanding	of	the	promise	itself	and	how	God	fulfills	it.	

Paul	assured	the	church	that,	no	matter	how	difficult	or	frustrating	things	might	seem	while	we	
live	in	these	fleshly	bodies	and	depraved	hearts,	things	WILL	resolve	in	the	goodness	of	God.	
Yes,	it	is	true	that	the	flesh	wars	against	the	Spirit	and	the	Spirit	against	the	flesh.	How	can	we	be	
so	sure	that	we	are	truly	children	of	God	while	this	fight	rages	on?	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	
work	of	our	salvation	is	already	completed	in	God’s	perspective	because	the	means	by	which	it	
would	come,	were	determined	LONG	before	we	were	born.	In	Revelation	13:8	the	Bible	teaches	
that	Jesus	was	a	Lamb	slain	before	the	foundation	of	the	world.	This	means	that	Jesus’	
crucifixion	was	determined	before	there	was	sin	in	the	world,	before	there	were	sinners	to	
commit	sin,	and	before	there	was	a	world	to	commit	sin	in!	God	knew	about	sin,	depravity,	and	
the	forgiveness/atonement	that	would	be	required	to	save	souls	before	He	provided	physical	
bodies	for	souls	to	dwell	in.	Thus,	when	God	created	people,	He	had	already	determined	which	
ones	would	be	beneficiaries	of	the	blood	of	the	Lamb.		

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	made	the	decision	about	who	would	be	His	long	before	people	were	
created.	He	created	them	in	order	to	“conform”	them	into	His	image	in	this	life	while	we	learn	
about	the	promises	and	purposes	He	determined	before	the	world	began.	The	Bible	explains	
that	while	our	physical	bodies	will	be	changed	into	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	eternal	glory	in	the	end,	
the	Spirit	is	progressively	manifesting	the	glory	of	God	through	us	at	this	present	time	to	inspire	
praises	to	God	for	the	execution	of	His	plans	in	spite	of	us.	The	glory	that	the	Spirit	makes	
manifest	is	like	the	glory	of	Jesus,	so	that	when	God	is	done	with	us	in	this	life,	Jesus	will	be	the	
supreme	focal	point	of	all	praise	and	worship	in	the	next.	How	can	we	be	so	sure	all	this	will	
happen	in	the	future?	We	can	examine	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	us	now,	but	also	remember	
that	God	has	already	determined	these	things	before	the	world	began.	We	know	God	doesn’t	
change,	is	faithful	and	has	begun	the	work	through	Jesus.	Since	God	has	determined	the	end	
even	before	the	beginning,	who	will	keep	God	from	fulfilling	His	promise?	Clearly	God	has	
accounted	for	the	weakness	of	our	flesh	and	has	made	provision	to	address	it	unto	the	
manifestation	of	His	glory	in	spite	of	us,	but	unto	our	benefit!		
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Called, Justified, Glorified 
Scripture: Romans 8:30 – “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, 
these He also glorified.”	

The	Bible	goes	great	lengths	to	assure	the	children	of	God	of	the	hope	that	awaits	us.	It	is	true	
that	God	expects	His	people	to	trust	in	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.	God	expects	His	people	to	
trust	in	His	faithfulness	and	ability	to	do	what	He	says.	However,	the	trust	that	God’s	people	are	
expected	to	have	is	not	to	be	“blind	faith.”	God	provides	an	abundance	of	encouragement	and	
assurance	to	those	who	seek	Him.	Perhaps	the	most	encouraging	things	about	our	future	hope	is	
related	to	the	fundamental	basis	by	which	we	were	saved.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	our	
position	has	heirs	of	God’s	promises	is	based	on	faith	on	account	of	God’s	grace.	He	provides	
favor	that	is	unmerited.	The	extent	of	favor	that	God	provides	is	so	great	that	it	transcends	time.	
The	Bible	teaches	that	our	position	as	children	of	God	was	determined	before	God	said,	“Let	
there	be	light.”	Since	God	had	already	decided	who	would	be	saved	before	He	created	the	
universe,	obviously	no	one	was	in	existence	to	do	anything	to	merit	such	a	privilege.		

Knowing	this,	it	is	important	to	pay	attention	to	God’s	workflow.	People	often	ask,	“Why	did	God	
chose	me?”	God	predetermined	who	would	be	His	children	so	that	He	could	use	those	people	to	
glorify	Himself	by	flexing	His	power	to	conform	those	sinners	into	the	likeness	of	His	own	glory.	
Therefore,	those	who	are	“called”	to	be	children	of	God	are	called	on	the	basis	of	a	decision	that	
God	made	long	before	He	formed	the	world.	This	means	that	our	position	in	the	Lord	has	
nothing	to	do	with	our	decision	to	follow	Him.	We	responded	to	His	call	because	God’s	call	is	
merely	a	reflection	of	the	determination	He	made	to	make	us	His	before	the	worlds	began	so	
that	He	could	use	us	to	glorify	Himself.	In	other	words,	our	position	in	the	Lord	has	nothing	to	do	
with	us.	It	has	everything	to	do	what	God	determined	to	do	before	the	universe	was	formed,	and	
since	God	is	sovereign	over	all	things,	almighty,	and	all-knowing,	who	can	stop	God	from	doing	
what	He	set	out	to	do?	

This	is	why,	even	though	justification	is	merely	a	“declaration”	of	our	righteousness,	it	is	
sufficient	to	save	our	souls	from	hell.	God’s	declaration	according	to	faith	is	the	results	of	God’s	
calling,	which	comes	on	the	basis	of	God’s	determination	made	before	Genesis	1:1.	The	
declaration	of	our	righteousness	is	sufficient	to	assure	the	hearts	of	God’s	people	because	God	
doesn’t	change,	grow	weak,	or	forget.	Our	assurance	in	our	future	hope	of	glory	is	based	on	who	
God	is	and	what	He	said,	not	our	ability	or	performance.	Notice	that	Paul	referred	to	our	“glory”	
in	the	past	tense	as	if	it	has	already	taken	place.	The	promise	and	hope	of	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	
promise	to	conform	us	unto	the	likeness	of	Jesus	is	so	sure,	it’s	as	if	it	has	already	happened	
because	since	God	determined	it,	it	will	come	to	pass,	regardless	of	who	we	are.	Who	can	stop	
God	or	keep	Him	from	doing	what	He	has	determined?	This	is	why	the	children	of	God	should	
rejoice	in	hope	and	praise	God	and	God	alone!				
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If God Is For Us… 
Scripture: Romans 8:31 – “What then shall we say to these things? If God 
[is] for us, who [can be] against us?”	
The	Bible	is	FILLED	with	words	and	promises	from	the	Lord	God	Almighty	intended	to	
encourage	and	comfort	the	hearts	and	souls	of	His	people.	For	example,	the	Lord	assures	His	
people	that	He	will	NEVER	leave	or	forsake	us.	It	is	important	to	understand	why	this	is	true!	
Many	people	understand	the	principle	that	God	is	merciful	and	compassionate.	Fewer	people	
understand	why	God	reveals	Himself	in	a	merciful	and	compassionate	manner	to	the	extent	that	
He	does.	If	none	are	righteous,	and	all	fall	short	of	His	glory,	and	our	righteousness	is	like	filthy	
rags	in	His	eyes,	why	is	God	willing	to	patiently	and	graciously	maintain	connection	to	people	
that	are	so	offensive	to	Him?		

The	Apostle	Paul	presented	a	compelling	question	to	those	who	possess	the	Holy	Spirit	on	
account	of	faith	by	the	grace	of	God.	Who	can	be	against	the	people	of	God	if	the	Lord	God	
Almighty	is	in	favor	of	His	people?	Can	anyone	oppose	God	successfully?	Can	anyone	change	the	
mind	of	God?	Can	anyone	trick	God?	How	then	can	the	people	of	God	be	overcome	by	the	flesh	or	
the	consequences	of	it	if	God	has	sworn	to	deliver	His	people	from	condemnation?	It	is	true	that	
faith	is	the	sole	means	by	which	we	are	able	to	escape	condemnation	in	hell.	Since	our	salvation	
is	based	on	God	declaring	us	righteous,	and	we	are	not	made	righteous	in	this	life,	we	remain	
unable	to	please	God	of	ourselves.	Thus,	our	flesh	is	still	an	opposing	factor	in	our	lives.	The	
Spirit	of	God	will	dwell	in	those	who	are	saved	through	faith	in	the	identity,	purposes,	and	
promsies	of	Jesus,	but	the	flesh	still	wars	against	the	Spirit.	The	Spirit	will	convict	our	hearts	to	
desire	the	good	things	of	God’s	pure	righteousness,	but	our	flesh	will	continue	to	cause	us	to	
error	and	frustrate	the	benefits	of	our	salvation.		

Paul	assured	the	people	of	God	that	this	frustrating	friction	is	exhausting,	but	not	unto	
condemnation.	This	is	because,	no	matter	the	depravity	of	our	flesh,	our	salvation	didn’t	come	
from	our	works,	nor	is	it	maintained	by	our	works.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	was	determined	
to	reveal	His	glory	through	His	children	by	conforming	the	flesh	into	His	own	image.	He	made	
this	determination	before	the	world’s	began.	All	of	God’s	people	were	born	in	order	to	
eventually	manifest	God’s	glory	to	some	extent	by	His	Spirit.	Since	God	determined	to	do	this	
before	time,	who	can	change	the	course	of	God’s	direction	and	purpose?	Will	God	discard	the	
tools	that	He	uses	to	uphold	His	own	name?	When	we	understand	that	our	salvation	is	based	on	
our	identity	as	instruments	of	God’s	own	righteousness,	then	God’s	faithfulness	to	us	makes	
sense.	We	can’t	possibly	out-sin	God’s	grace	because	God’s	predetermined	use	for	us	as	conduits	
of	His	glory	will	not	allow	it.	God	has	already	purposed	in	His	mind	to	glorify	Himself	by	
conforming	us	into	His	image.	While	that	work	will	be	completed	in	eternity,	He	will	not	neglect	
our	current	condition,	ensuring	that	His	predetermined	purposes	are	fulfilled.	This	is	why	God	
won’t	leave	or	forsake	us,	and	why	we	should	be	confident	in	Him	to	finish	what	He	promised.		
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He didn’t spare Himself, so… 
Scripture: Romans 8:32 – “He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things?”	

Let’s	face	it,	human	habit	is	to	despise	suffering	and	pain.	While	it	is	philosophically	simple	to	
accept	that	suffering	can	produce	profit,	most	people	would	prefer	to	escape	suffering	and	
discomfort	if	possible.	People	often	question	the	value	of	the	profit	that	is	supposed	to	come	
during	the	difficulties	of	suffering.	As	Christians,	we	are	to	remember	that	the	value	of	our	profit	
is	eternal	in	weight	and	glory,	and	that	suffering	is	the	ONLY	way	to	receive	the	benefits	of	our	
salvation.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that	the	basis	of	Christian	suffering	has	less	to	do	with	our	
surrounding	environment	and	more	to	do	with	the	internal	work	that	God	does	in	us	through	
His	Spirit.	Since	we	are	only	declared	righteous	in	this	life,	our	flesh	remains	causing	our	natural	
“self’	to	despise	and	rebel	against	the	righteous	purposes	of	God.	Jesus	taught	that	we	need	to	be	
born	again	and	be	conformed	to	His	image.	While	we	might	desire	to	do	that,	our	flesh	keeps	us	
from	enjoying	the	benefits	of	God’s	work.		

So	then,	how	are	we	supposed	to	be	assured	that	all	the	things	that	we	are	called	to	deny	of	our	
flesh	are	truly	evil	even	though	we	have	so	much	affection	for	them?	How	are	we	supposed	to	be	
assured	that	the	promises	of	God	that	can’t	be	seen	are	supremely	valuable	than	anything	we	
can	image?	We	are	to	look	at	the	testimony	of	Jesus	for	this	assurance.	We	are	to	remember	that	
while	our	difficulties	are	rough,	it’s	not	like	God	has	asked	us	to	do	something	that	He	hasn’t	
done	first.	Jesus	commanded	His	people	to	deny	self,	pick	up	the	cross,	and	follow	Him	unto	
death	in	order	to	walk	according	to	the	glory	of	His	resurrection.	How	can	we	be	so	sure	that	the	
glory	of	the	resurrection	is	worth	the	suffering	we	undertake	while	denying	the	flesh?	According	
to	the	Bible,	God	didn’t	even	spare	His	Son	from	the	suffering	of	the	flesh	unto	death.	He	took	the	
form	of	flesh	specifically	for	that	purpose	so	that	the	works	of	the	devil	that	anchor	us	to	hell	
would	be	destroyed	(Hebrews	2:14-15).	

In	Colossians	1:18	the	Bible	refers	to	Jesus	as	“the	firstborn	of	the	dead.”	The	English	word	
“firstborn”	is	the	Greek	word	“prototokos,”	which	is	where	we	get	the	English	word	“prototype.”	
In	other	words,	Jesus	is	the	first	of	many	to	follow.	He	is	the	model	for	all	others	of	His	kind	to	be	
duplicated	from.	Since	God	did	not	abstain	from	the	suffering	of	the	flesh	unto	death,	but	instead	
took	the	form	of	flesh	as	the	Son,	and	then	was	raised	up	in	glory,	we	too	will	be	raised	up	in	
glory	on	account	of	the	suffering	we	endure	in	our	flesh	unto	death.	Not	only	that,	but	notice	that	
this	work	is	not	discussed	in	the	context	of	suffering	but	as	an	opportunity	to	receive	a	gift.	The	
suffering	of	the	flesh	unto	death	to	be	raise	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	glory	is	an	opportunity	to	
receive	the	“free	gift”	of	God.	This	word	“free	gift”	is	called	a	“blessing”	in	Ephesians	1:3,	
referring	to	access	into	ALL	the	good	spiritual	things	of	God.	What’s	the	proof	that	we	have	that	
these	things	are	true?	None	other	than	Jesus	Christ:	our	Lord,	Savior,	and	Prototype!	
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Whose Hands Are We In? 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:33-34 – “Who shall bring a charge against God's 
elect? [It is] God who justifies. Who [is] he who condemns? [It is] Christ 
who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also makes intercession for us.”	
The	encouragement	of	the	Bible	is	only	profitable	to	genuinely	encourage	when	those	who	
receive	it	understand	who	the	Encourager	is.	The	Bible	teaches	that	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,	and	as	
the	Messiah,	He	is	the	Lord	our	Peace,	the	Lord	our	Righteousness,	the	Lord	our	Shepherd,	the	
Lord	our	Provider,	and	so	forth.	The	scriptures	are	clear	to	state	that	God	is	spirit	and	eternal	in	
nature,	which	means	that	the	essence	of	His	goodness,	benefits,	and	promises	must	also	be	
spiritual	and	eternal	in	nature.	Unless	we	understand	His	character	and	His	identity,	His	
encouragement	doesn’t	do	any	good,	especially	pertaining	to	things	of	this	life.	God’s	sole	focus	
is	NOT	to	deliver	His	people	from	the	trials	of	this	life,	especially	at	the	expense	of	His	eternal	
purposes.	Still,	the	encouragement	that	God	provides	is	sufficient	to	enable	us	with	hope	and	joy	
through	the	difficulties	of	this	life	if	we	understand	the	One	speaking	encouragement.		

One	of	the	fundamental	attributes	of	God	is	that	He	alone	is	Judge.	It	is	Jesus	the	Messiah	that	
will	administrate	the	righteous	judgments	of	the	Father.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	His	
authority	and	power	to	judge	the	world	has	already	been	vetted	out	and	validated.	Jesus	died	a	
righteous	and	sinless	death	proving	that	He	alone	is	impeccably	righteous,	having	the	same	
quality	of	holiness	and	Godliness	as	the	Father.	Furthermore,	His	resurrection	proved	the	extent	
of	His	glory	and	power.	Who	else	has	raised	themselves	from	the	dead	unto	glory?	Who	else	is	
seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father?	Clearly	Jesus	is	the	Messiah	–	the	Righteous	Judge	of	the	
world.	This	is	the	key	to	receiving	the	spiritually-focused	encouragement	that	God	provides.		

Before	God	said,	“Let	there	be	Light,”	He	declared	His	children	to	be	righteous.	He	also	decided	
who	would	be	used	as	instruments	of	unrighteousness	unto	condemnation.	Who	can	contend	
with	God?	Since	God	made	these	declarations	before	the	world	began,	who	was	around	to	argue	
and	oppose	God?	Satan	tried	and	was	cast	out	of	heaven.	Since	Jesus	proved	that	He	is	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah,	and	God’s	declaration	concerning	His	children	has	already	been	determined,	
who	can	change	our	condition	as	heirs	to	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises?	Can	we	out-
sin	His	declaration?	Can	we	overthrow	His	authority?	Can	we	change	His	mind	concerning	
decisions	that	were	made	so	long	ago?	Then,	as	proof	that	Jesus	is	in	favor	of	us,	we	read	that	He	
is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father	interceding	for	us,	advocating	and	pleading	for	our	
benefit	when	we	inevitably	fall	to	temptations	of	the	flesh.	When	we	understand	who	Jesus	is	
and	that	we	are	not	contributors	to	the	work	of	His	salvation,	we	can	see	how	pure	His	salvation	
is,	giving	assurance	to	the	hope	of	our	future	in	His	presence!		
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The Love of Christ 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:35 – “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
[Shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?”	
There	are	plenty	of	places	to	see	this	sort	of	Biblical	principle	illustrated	in	some	way.	However,	
do	all	of	the	usages	of	this	principle	match	the	context	from	which	the	principle	originated?	
What	is	“the	love	of	Christ”	that	we	should	be	so	comforted	by	it?	Do	Christians	find	this	concept	
appealing	simply	because	it	has	the	word	“love”	in	it?	The	quality	of	“love”	that	is	mentioned	
here	is	“of	Christ.”	This	means	that	this	brand	of	“love”	is	of	the	nature	of	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	
Do	we	really	understand	what	that	means	and	why	God	says	it	in	His	Word?	Let’s	make	sure…	

Recall	the	context	of	the	Apostle	Paul’s	writings.	The	purpose	of	his	message	to	the	church	in	
Rome	is	that	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.	Justification	is	the	means	by	which	God’s	people	receive	
the	inheritance	of	His	eternal	blessings.	Paul	used	the	scriptures	to	explain	that	“justification”	
refers	to	the	declaration	of	God	concerning	His	people.	God	reveals	His	righteousness	through	
the	testimony	of	Jesus	as	“the	Gospel.”	God	implants	faith	into	the	hearts	of	His	people,	and	by	
that	faith,	declares	the	recipient	of	that	faith	as	righteous.	The	believer	is	not	made	righteous	as	
evidenced	by	the	continued	failures	in	life.	The	reason	that	God’s	declaration	is	sufficient	is	
because	God	is	supreme	and	His	decisions	were	made	long	ago.		

This	truth	proves	that	our	position	in	the	Lord	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	who	we	are	or	what	
we’ve	done/haven’t	done.	Our	position	with	the	Lord	is	based	on	the	determined	purpose	of	the	
Father,	which	came	before	He	created	the	world,	and	the	work	that	He	has	been	doing	to	fulfill	
His	purposes.	Paul	explained	these	truths	in	such	a	manner	to	encourage	the	church.	We	should	
be	humbled	and	motivated,	not	only	because	God	saved	us	but	also	provides	assurance	in	our	
hearts	through	the	Holy	Spirit	to	confirm	His	declaration.		

Knowing	this	context,	it	is	clear	to	see	that	“the	love	of	Christ”	refers	to	the	work	that	He	
undertook	in	the	flesh	to	make	the	pre-determined	will	of	the	Father	real	and	function.	The	“love	
of	Christ”	refers	to	the	revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	in	order	to	fulfill	the	promsies	of	the	
Messiah	to	separate	us	from	the	condemnation	of	our	natural	self.	This	means	that	“the	love	of	
Christ”	is	a	poetic	way	of	referring	to	the	Gospel	itself.	This	has	less	to	do	with	emotion	and	
affection,	and	more	to	do	with	God’s	own	faithfulness	and	power	to	do	what	He	wanted	to	do	to	
glorify	Himself.	How	can	we	be	so	sure	of	our	position	of	favor	with	God?	Because	God	swore	to	
glorify	Himself	this	way,	revealed	His	own	righteousness	to	fulfill	His	eternal	purposes,	and	
convicts	our	hearts	of	these	truths	by	His	Spirit.	God	doesn’t	have	to	do	this,	but	He	does,	and	for	
His	own	glory	sake.	Knowing	these	things,	is	there	ANY	factor	that	can	change	the	declaration	of	
God	and	nullify	the	work	of	the	Messiah,	thereby	distilling	“the	love	of	Christ?”	The	answer	to	
this	is	simple	–	NOPE!	
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Why Suffering? 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:36 – “As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all 
day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."	
Lots	of	people	wonder	why	there	has	to	be	suffering	in	this	life.	Suffering	is	the	consequences	of	sin,	
and	it	won’t	be	removed	until	the	Prince	of	Peace	rules	in	this	earth	as	He	does	now	in	heaven.	Thus,	
God	has	always	used	suffering	to	lead	to	the	manifestation	of	His	glory	unto	the	hope	of	His	people.	
So	then,	why	does	God	allow	suffering?	God	uses	the	suffering	of	this	life	to	remind	people	that	our	
hope	is	not	in	this	life.	Our	hope	is	in	the	One	who	transcends	this	life,	and	by	extension	the	suffering	
that	we	experience	in	this	life.	If	we	know	who	God	is,	we	know	that	suffering	has	always	been	a	part	
of	the	revelation	of	God’s	glory	through	the	manifestation	of	mercy.		

The	Apostle	Paul	used	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	to	prove	this	concept	as	true	by	quoting	Psalm	
44:22.	Seeking	to	encourage	the	church	in	Rome,	Paul	explained	how	the	difficulties	that	we	deal	
with	in	this	life	as	the	Spirit	and	the	flesh	strive	against	one	another,	is	actually	part	of	the	plan.	God	
could	have	made	us	righteous	when	we	were	saved,	but	He	didn’t	do	that.	Instead,	God	only	declared	
us	as	righteous	on	account	of	faith,	leaving	our	flesh	as	a	factor	to	deal	with	in	this	life.	Why	did	He	do	
that?	Why	not	rid	of	the	issues	that	separate	us	from	Him	if	He	desires	to	be	one	with	us?	Paul	used	
the	history	of	Israel	to	explain	God’s	purposes.		

The	context	of	Psalm	44	speaks	of	the	suffering	that	the	children	of	Israel	endured	as	a	result	of	the	
oppression	caused	by	their	surrounding	enemies.	The	Psalmist	explains	that	God	enabled	the	enemy	
oppression	on	account	of	the	sins	of	Israel.	The	Old	Testament	confirms	that	suffering	difficult	
circumstances	can	be	traced	back	to	our	offense	against	God.	The	verse	that	Paul	quoted	explains	that	
the	children	of	Israel	were	“killed	all	day	long”	in	the	manner	that	sheep	would	be	killed	for	
slaughter.	Israel’s	history	shows	that	this	is	not	merely	poetic	language.	There	were	many	instances	
in	Israel’s	history	where	this	description	would	be	an	understatement	compared	to	the	true	horror	
that	took	place.	So	why	did	God	do	this?	According	to	the	Psalm,	God	did	this	“for	His	own	sake.”	

What	does	God	get	out	of	our	suffering?	God	gets	the	opportunity	to	show	mercy.	Psalm	44	explains	
that	God	caused	the	suffering	of	His	people	because	they	deserved	it	for	their	sin.	However,	at	the	
same	time,	God	did	not	punish	His	people	to	the	extent	that	they	deserved,	remaining	faithful	to	His	
eternally	unconditional	promises	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	Jacob,	Moses,	and	David.	Since	Israel	
deserved	worse	judgment,	but	were	spared,	the	mercy	of	God	is	made	evident.	In	the	same	manner,	
our	continued	sin	against	God	while	we	are	Christians	proves	that	we	deserve	worse	than	the	
circumstances	we	suffer	from.	Our	continuing	desires	of	the	flesh	that	constantly	oppose	God	proves	
that	we	deserve	condemnation.	God	allows	us	to	go	through	this	struggle	“for	His	own	sake”	in	order	
to	prove	that	He	is	indeed	merciful.	His	declaration	of	our	righteousness	guarantees	our	total	
deliverance	from	sin	because	the	difficulties	of	our	current	circumstances	prove	God	merciful.	Since	
God	is	merciful	by	nature,	the	eternal	benefits	of	our	faith	are	dependent	on	God,	not	us,	and	thus,	
100%	guaranteed!		
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Victory in Defeat 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:37 – “Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us."	
The	sports	world	has	used	statistical	analysis	to	prove	a	silly	truth	about	winning	–	with	enough	data,	
math	can	make	anyone	look	like	a	winner.	In	other	words,	if	you	take	enough	shots,	statistically	
speaking,	you’re	likely	to	make	a	few,	even	without	much	skill.	The	more	you	take,	the	more	you	
might	make,	and	when	that	data	is	compared	to	others,	it	is	easy	to	manipulate	to	make	everyone	
look	like	a	success.	This	sort	of	analysis	has	cheapened	the	value	of	victories	and	successes	in	many	
regards	because	now,	anyone	can	win	if	they	have	enough	time	to	make	the	attempt.	This	is	why	it	is	
so	important	to	understand	the	concept	of	victory	in	the	scriptures.	The	victory	that	the	Lord	brings	
is	not	comparable	to	the	victories	available	through	the	world.	The	victory	that	God	brings	to	His	
children	is	backwards,	but	is	genuine.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	“we”	as	believers	are	“more	than	conquerors.”	What	does	it	mean	to	be	
“more”	than	a	conqueror?	Isn’t	the	person	who	conquered	already	on	top?	How	can	we	be	“more”	
than	the	winner?	Recall	that	Paul	discussed	the	difficulties	that	we	Christians	face	while	trying	to	
walk	in	the	Spirit.	Even	though	we	are	born	again	by	the	Spirit,	our	justification	does	not	make	us	
righteous.	Thus,	our	flesh	remains	and	our	desire	to	please	God	is	crippled	by	the	lingering	presence	
of	our	flesh.	We	may	desire	to	do	well	and	have	great	discipline	in	our	approach;	yet	still,	the	
scriptures	ring	true	to	say	that	all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	We	fail.	Thus,	we	experience	defeat.		

This	is	why	it	is	so	important	to	recognize	how	we	were	saved.	We	were	not	saved	from	God’s	wrath	
by	our	good	works	or	noble	intentions.	We	were	saved	by	the	person,	work,	and	promise	of	Jesus	
Christ	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	This	means	that	our	faults	are	not	a	part	of	the	work	that	saves	
us,	nor	are	they	a	factor	concerning	our	heavenly	inheritance.	If	we’re	not	saved	by	our	works,	we	
don’t	stay	saved	by	our	works	either.	That	means	that	our	defeats	in	this	life	might	sting,	frustrate,	
and	disappoint,	but	they	have	no	bearing	on	our	eternal	position	with	the	Lord!	Our	position	with	the	
Lord	is	made	possible	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	who	was	slain,	not	our	ability	to	“win.”	Hence,	while	
we	experience	defeat	in	this	life	on	account	of	our	flesh,	we	still	sit	in	the	position	of	victory	in	the	
end!	We	win	even	though	we	lose!	And	for	that	we	should	shout	to	the	heavens	–	THANK	YOU	JESUS!	

This	is	why	Paul	was	able	to	write	things	like	this:	“Therefore,	I	take	pleasure	in	infirmities,	in	
reproaches,	in	needs,	in	persecutions,	in	distresses,	for	Christ's	sake.	For	when	I	am	weak,	then	I	am	
strong.”	We	become	stronger	in	weaknesses	and	defeats	because	those	defeats	remind	us	of	our	
depravity,	causing	humble	dependency	on	the	Lord,	at	which	point	He	manifests	His	glory	to	save	us	
from	hell	by	glorifying	us	in	His	likeness	when	we	enter	His	presence.	When	we	die	to	our	flesh	
(defeat),	we	are	raised	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	glory	by	the	Spirit	(victory).	Though	the	world	may	
mock	our	suffering	as	we	seek	to	do	right	unto	the	Lord	and	fall	short,	we	will	be	glorified	according	
to	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	resurrection	because	of	His	work	according	to	the	pre-determined	will	of	our	
Father.	Our	suffering	and	loss	now	will	not	resemble	such	in	the	end!	
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Unable To Separate 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:38-39 – “For I am persuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."	
The	Bible	teaches	that	the	foundation	of	our	hope	as	Christians	is	eternal	in	nature.	Since	God	is	
eternal	and	spiritual	in	nature,	His	promises	must	be	of	the	same	nature.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	God	
doesn’t	do	good	things	for	His	people	in	this	life,	but	the	good	things	that	God	does	must	be	examined	
through	the	lens	of	eternity,	not	fleshly	comfort.	This	is	why	the	Bible	teaches	that	we	are	more	than	
conquerors.	The	scriptures	explain	that	God’s	plans	for	us	in	this	life	is	to	allow	and	cause	us	to	
experience	defeat	with	the	trust	that	God	will	turn	that	defeat	into	glory	in	eternity.	We	are	to	trust	
that	the	difficulties	of	this	life	will	produce	fruit	beneficial	for	eternal	life.	Thus,	God’s	people	are	
expected	to	have	confidence	that	the	difficulties	of	this	life	that	stem	from	the	corrupted	nature	of	
our	flesh,	are	part	of	God’s	plan	to	glorify	Himself	through	the	fulfillment	of	eternal	life.		

There’s	just	one	little	problem	with	this	plan:	We	as	carnal	people	have	never	seen	eternal	life.	How	
can	we	be	so	sure	that	eternal	life	is	real	and	supremely	good?	How	can	we	be	so	sure	that	our	
mistakes	won’t	cause	God	to	give	up	on	us?	This	is	why	the	Gospel	is	not	just	critical	for	salvation,	but	
also	to	endure	salvation!	The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	proclaims	the	purposes	of	the	Father	to	bring	
peace	between	us	by	destroying	the	corruption	within	us	that	keeps	us	from	Him.	The	whole	
argument	of	the	Book	of	Romans	thus	far	is	that	the	work	of	garnering	peace	with	God	is	solely	God’s	
responsibility.	Our	works,	personality,	accomplishments,	talents,	or	preferences	have	nothing	to	do	
with	our	position	of	favor	with	the	Lord.	Our	position	of	favor	with	the	Lord	is	according	to	a	
declaration	that	God	made	before	He	formed	the	worlds.	We	are	not	God’s	children	because	we	loved	
Him.	We	are	His	children	because	He	loved	us.		

What	does	it	mean	that	God	loved	us?	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	nothing	can	separate	us	from	
the	love	of	god	which	is	in	Jesus	Christ.	The	Bible	teaches	that	“the	love	of	God”	is	the	revelation	of	
Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	unto	salvation.	The	“love	of	God”	is	the	manifestation	of	Jesus	
and	the	work	He	did	to	fulfill	the	promises	of	the	Father	as	God	in	flesh.	This	means	that	“love”	is	
solely	the	character	and	nature	of	God	based	on	who	He	is,	which	is	why	the	Apostle	John	wrote	that	
“God	is	love.”	God	as	love	has	nothing	to	do	with	us	as	people.	God	is	love	regardless	of	us.	God	was	
love	before	people	were	created	since	Jesus	was	a	lamb	slain	before	the	foundation	of	the	world.	This	
is	why	Paul	was	so	confident	about	His	position	in	the	Lord.	He	had	nothing	to	do	with	it.	Paul’s	
position	as	a	child	of	God	had	nothing	to	do	with	his	own	ability	to	hold	on	to	God,	follow	God,	obey	
God,	or	eve	desire	God.	Paul	was	“persuaded”	by	the	Word	of	God	–	the	testimony	of	Jesus	according	
to	the	Gospel	–	that	salvation	is	all	God’s	work	through	Jesus	according	to	His	own	revelation,	on	
account	of	His	own	faithfulness,	for	His	own	glory.	We	are	merely	beneficiaries.	Since	God	is	
supremely	powerful,	sovereign,	faithful,	and	gracious,	what	can	change	the	mind	and	purpose	of	God	
concerning	the	declaration	God	made	concerning	us	so	long	ago?		
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Sorrow and Grief 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:1-3 – “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great 
sorrow and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the 
flesh..."	
What	is	the	cause	of	our	sorrow	and	grief	in	life?	Many	times,	people	sorrow	and	grieve	over	
personal	difficulties.	It	is	not	uncommon	to	see	people	who	are	consumed	by	their	personal	issues	as	
a	dominant	influencer	in	life.	While	the	Bible	teaches	that	God	is	able	and	willing	to	help	us	through	
our	difficulties,	it	is	important	to	consider	how	the	Lord	deals	with	it.	For	example,	in	Isaiah	53:3	the	
Bible	prophesied	that	the	Messiah	(Jesus)	would	come	into	the	world	as	a	Man	defined	by	sorrow	and	
grief.	The	basis	of	His	ministry	would	be	sorrow	and	grief.	The	testimony	of	Jesus	proved	this	
prophecy	as	true.	In	Matthew	9:36	the	Bible	says	that	Jesus	looked	on	the	multitudes	of	Jews	that	
were	following	Him	and	looked	at	them	with	compassion	and	sorrow,	seeing	them	as	lost	sheep	
without	a	shepherd.	In	Luke	19:41	the	Bible	teaches	that	Jesus	looked	upon	Jerusalem	and	wept	over	
the	city,	seeing	the	spiritual	condition	of	the	people	and	the	city	with	discontentment.		

According	to	both	the	Old	and	New	Testaments,	the	Lord	Himself	endures	sorrow	and	grief.	
However,	His	sorrows	and	grief	are	not	personal.	God	is	not	sulking	over	His	own	personal	issues	or	
ambitions.	The	testimony	of	Jesus	shows	that	His	sorrow	and	grief	was	on	account	of	the	His	
observation	and	understanding	of	the	spiritual	condition	of	His	people.	Jesus	grieved	for	others.	Jesus	
came	into	the	world	and	embraced	a	ministry	predicated	on	grief	on	account	of	the	people	who	grew	
distant	and	indifferent	to	the	Father.	Jesus	didn’t	seek	to	isolate	Himself	from	other	people’s	issues.	In	
fact,	it	was	the	issues	of	other	people	that	motivated	Jesus	to	do	what	He	did.	He	didn’t	suffer	and	die	
for	His	own	faults.	Jesus	embraced	sorrow	and	grief	for	the	sake	of	others.	The	Father	swore	upon	
Himself	to	deal	with	darkness,	sin,	death,	and	hell	on	behalf	of	others	to	glorify	Himself	in	the	
process.	Jesus	adopted	a	ministry	of	sorrow	and	grief	in	order	to	fulfill	that	promise,	showing	that	He	
is	able	to	transform	sorrow	and	grief	into	joy	when	the	focus	is	eternal	and	spiritual.		

The	Apostle	Paul	experienced	difficulties	in	his	life	for	the	same	purposes.	Notice	that,	while	Paul	
expressed	his	sorrow	and	grief	over	the	children	of	Israel	and	their	response	to	the	Gospel,	he	was	
sure	to	explain	that	he	was	not	being	overly	dramatic	or	exaggerating.	His	words	were	true.	His	heart	
was	true.	The	Holy	Spirit	that	dwelt	inside	of	Paul	by	the	grace	of	God	had	motivated	Paul	to	embrace	
the	suffering	of	Jesus	Christ	for	the	same	purposes.	Paul	could	not	live	peacefully	and	comfortably	
knowing	that	his	people	were	struggling	with	the	truth	of	the	Gospel	and	living	separated	from	God	
any	more	than	Jesus	could	have.	In	Exodus	32:32	Moses	interceded	for	the	children	of	Israel	when	
they	built	the	golden	calf,	seeing	how	spiritually	depraved	the	people	were.	Moses	asked	God	to	
forgive	them	with	such	passion	and	zeal	that	he	even	offered	up	his	own	name	in	the	Book	of	Life	in	
hopes	that	God	would	show	mercy.	This	is	the	same	passion	Paul	had	for	the	spiritual	condition	of	
God’s	people,	which	is	reflective	of	Jesus’	own	heart.	This	is	the	work	of	the	Spirit	that	pleases	God.		
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Uniqueness of Israel 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:4-5 – “Who are Israelites, to whom [pertain] the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service [of 
God], and the promises; of whom [are] the fathers and from whom, 
according to the flesh, Christ [came], who is over all, [the] eternally blessed 
God. Amen.”	
The	Apostle	Paul	was	a	unique	man	with	a	unique	ministry.	He	was	called	by	God	to	be	an	apostle,	
separated	unto	the	Gospel	of	God	to	proclaim	His	peace	according	to	the	identity,	purpose,	and	
promises	of	Jesus	Christ.	While	this	sort	of	life	is	standard	for	every	Christian,	Paul’s	position	in	
history	and	his	background	made	the	means	by	which	he	fulfilled	his	purpose	as	a	bondservant	
unique.	Paul	received	some	of	the	most	incredible	revelation	from	God	as	has	ever	been	seen	in	the	
world.	The	Lord	imparted	an	amazing	extent	of	understanding	concerning	spiritual	things	and	
enabled	Paul	to	communicate	these	things	during	a	time	in	history	when	the	work	of	God	seemed	
new	to	many	people.	Paul	was	in	a	great	position	of	privilege,	yet	he	expressed	that	he	was	sorrowful	
and	grieved.	It	is	important	to	understand	why.		

Paul	was	sorrowful	and	full	of	grief,	not	just	to	be	a	picture	of	Jesus	Christ,	but	also	because	of	
jealousy.	Paul	received	great	understanding	and	insight	from	the	Lord	and	was	able	to	enjoy	the	
benefits	of	salvation	as	a	result.	God	didn’t	just	give	Paul	knowledge	of	the	Word,	but	understanding	
of	how	the	Word	testified	of	God’s	grace	and	the	truth	that	salvation	comes	by	faith	in	the	Gospel	
because	of	grace.	Paul	was	jealous	over	the	fact	that	his	people,	the	Jews,	didn’t	also	have	the	benefits	
that	he	was	enjoying.	This	isn’t	to	say	that	Jews	weren’t	getting	saved.	In	fact,	the	first	church	was	
purely	Jewish.	Still,	the	religious	leadership	rejected	the	idea	of	“justification	by	faith	through	grace.”	
The	Jewish	religious	leaders,	for	the	most	part,	rejected	Jesus	as	the	Messiah,	and	further	rejected	the	
essence	of	God’s	manner	of	salvation.	Paul	grieved	because	he	wondered	this:	How	could	a	people	
with	such	rich	heritage	in	revelation	from	God	reject	the	method	of	God’s	salvation?	

Israel	was	uniquely	blessed	in	so	many	ways.	They	were	“adopted”	by	God	to	come	out	of	bondage	in	
Egypt	as	God’s	children	(Hosea	11:1).	They	uniquely	received	the	presence	of	God’s	glory	in	the	
tabernacle	(Exodus	40:34).	God	uniquely	spoke	His	covenants	through	Abraham,	Moses,	and	David,	
and	took	it	upon	Himself	to	ratify	those	covenants.	God	uniquely	revealed	His	righteousness	through	
the	Law	on	Mount	Sinai.	God	uniquely	engaged	the	Levites	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	His	people	
through	holy	ordinances,	teaching	the	principles	of	His	glory	and	righteousness.	God	made	promises	
to	the	world,	but	through	the	conduit	of	Israel	(Galatians	3:1,	Ephesians	2:12).	No	other	nation	has	
patriarchs	like	Israel	where	God	uniquely	revealed	Himself	and	spoke	exclusively	through	them	like	
He	did	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	as	a	Jew	to	assume	the	position	of	King	
of	kings	in	Jerusalem	as	an	everlasting	blessing	from	Israel.	What	other	nation	has	enjoyed	such	
benefits	and	privileges?	It	is	true	that	it	is	a	shame	Paul’s	people	were	struggling	to	understand	God’s	
Gospel;	but	God	knowing	this,	selected	Israel	anyway	to	magnify	His	grace.	Considering	Israel’s	
position	in	God’s	plan,	it	is	clear	to	see	God’s	grace,	especially	since	He’s	not	done	with	them	yet!		
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Not All Included… 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:6-7 – “But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For 
they [are] not all Israel who [are] of Israel, nor [are they] all children because they are 
the seed of Abraham; but, "In Isaac your seed shall be called."	

The	Bible	expresses	that	the	Apostle	Paul	experienced	great	grief	on	account	of	the	Gospel.	Though	
Paul	knew	the	Gospel	of	God	to	be	the	means	by	which	all	people	are	able	to	receive	peace	with	God	
through	faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus	Christ,	Paul	knew	many	people	that	
rejected	this	truth.	This	was	troubling	to	Paul,	especially	since	many	of	the	people	he	knew	as	rebels	
against	the	Gospel	were	his	own	peers	–	Jewish	religious	leaders	and	traditionalists.	Paul	understood	
how	privileged	the	children	of	Israel	were	to	receive	the	most	unique	revelations	of	God	and	His	
purposes	throughout	their	history.	The	children	of	Israel	had	the	patriarchs,	Moses	and	the	Law,	the	
miracles	that	God	worked	to	remove	Israel	from	bondage.	They	had	the	feast	days,	the	sacrifices,	and	
the	holy	ordinances	of	the	Levitical	priests	that	uniquely	taught	of	God	and	His	Messianic	promises.	
They	had	the	revelation	of	the	Messiah	Himself	as	Jesus	Christ,	born	of	the	seed	of	David	in	
Bethlehem	according	to	the	prophetic	word.	Paul	grieved	that	even	with	this	unique	appointment	as	
God’s	“special	treasure”	many	people	would	still	miss	the	point	and	ultimately	reject	God.		

However,	Paul	was	sure	to	provide	an	answer	to	his	own	concern	for	the	Gospel	in	Israel.	Just	
because	many	in	Israel	weren’t	receiving	the	Gospel	intended	to	save	through	Israel	doesn’t	mean	
that	God’s	plan	was	failing	or	that	His	promises	were	weak.	Paul	used	the	scriptures	and	the	history	
of	Israel	to	show	that	God	has	always	made	it	so	that	some	would	receive	the	benefits	of	His	
promises,	and	some	would	not.	Just	because	some	reject	the	Gospel	doesn’t	mean	God’s	Word	has	
taken	no	effect.	The	rejection	of	God’s	Word	doesn’t	make	it	weak.	The	rejection	of	God’s	Word	only	
validates	the	previously	revealed	manner	of	God’s	work	in	order	to	express	His	sovereign	control	and	
declaration.	Paul	stated	that	not	everyone	who	was	considered	Jewish	was	not	appointed	to	be	an	
heir	of	God’s	promises	to	Israel.	Here,	it	is	critical	to	understand	the	history	of	Israel’s	birth.		

In	Genesis	17:18-21	Abraham	pleaded	with	God	on	behalf	of	Ishmael,	his	firstborn	son,	to	make	him	
the	heir	of	God’s	covenant	previously	made	in	Genesis	12:1-3.	God	adamantly	rejected	Abraham’s	
request.	God	said	that	Ishmael	would	receive	a	blessing,	but	he	would	NOT	be	the	heir	of	God’s	
covenant.	God	plainly	stated,	and	continually	repeated	that,	“In	Isaac	your	seed	shall	be	called.”	This	
took	place	one	year	before	Isaac	was	even	born.	This	testimony	teaches	that	one’s	position	as	an	heir	
to	God’s	promises	is	NOT	based	on	human	position,	will,	or	effort.	Our	position	as	heirs	of	God’s	
promises	is	based	on	God’s	declaration,	which	comes	even	before	we	are	born.	Additionally,	in	that	
Ishmael	was	not	the	heir	of	God’s	covenant	shows	that	God	purposefully	excludes	some	people	as	
heirs.	Just	because	Ishmael	was	a	son	of	Abraham	doesn’t	mean	that	he	would	be	an	heir	to	the	
Abrahamic	Covenant.	He	was	of	Abraham,	but	not	an	heir	to	“the	promise.”	Just	because	someone	is	
connected	to	the	promise	doesn’t	mean	that	they	are	of	the	promise.	This	doesn’t	prove	God’s	Word	
as	weak,	but	actually	proves	its	strength!	No	matter	the	relationship	by	human	standards,	God’s	
declaration	will	reign	supreme.	It’s	a	good	thing	our	salvation	comes	by	this	same	declaration!			
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Children of Promise 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:8 – “That is, those who [are] the children of the flesh, these [are] 
not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed."	

The	issue	of	“justification	by	faith”	is	not	just	a	matter	that	is	spoken	of	like	a	school	lesson.	
Justification	by	faith	is	the	foundation	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	so	it	is	not	a	lesson	that	God	
limited	Himself	to	teaching	through	words	or	classroom	settings.	The	Bible	shows	that	God	exercised	
His	sovereign	power	to	control	the	lives	of	many	people	throughout	history,	whose	lives	would	serve	
as	living	illustrations	of	this	fundamental	principle.	The	Apostle	Paul	recognized	God’s	sovereign	
work	especially	in	the	lives	of	the	patriarchs.	Since	Paul	was	addressing	a	primarily	Jewish	audience	
concerning	the	Jews	in	Jerusalem	about	Jewish-centered	faith,	Paul	used	the	testimony	of	the	“father	
of	the	Jews”	to	prove	his	point.	Though	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	were	struggling	to	adopt	the	
concept	of	“justification	by	faith,”	Paul	wrote	that	their	struggle	and	rejection	has	always	been	a	part	
of	God’s	plan	to	teach	about	the	worthlessness	of	“works”	as	evidenced	by	the	testimony	of	Isaac	and	
Ishmael.		

When	Paul	wrote	about	children	of	the	flesh	and	children	of	the	promise,	he	was	speaking	in	the	
context	of	Genesis	21:10-12	since	he	quoted	Genesis	21:12	in	the	previous	verse.	This	means	that	the	
testimony	of	Ishmael	represents	“the	children	of	the	flesh”	while	the	testimony	of	Isaac	represents	
“the	children	of	promise.”	Here,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	difference	in	order	to	understand	
the	work	that	God	was	doing	through	Israel	at	the	time	Paul	wrote.	The	testimony	of	Ishmael	shows	
that	he	was	conceived	by	the	ideas	and	efforts	of	mankind.	Abraham,	Sarah,	and	Hagar	took	it	upon	
themselves	to	manufacture	an	heir	to	God’s	promises.	The	went	outside	of	the	will	of	God	and	
exercised	their	own	self-righteous	ideas	to	try	and	produce	an	outcome	that	would	please	God	apart	
from	depending	on	Him	by	faith.	While	they	did	conceive	a	child,	it	was	not	according	to	God’s	Word	
and	promise,	hence,	was	a	child	of	the	flesh.		

Paul	explained	that	many	of	the	Jews	were	rejecting	the	Gospel	because	not	all	of	them	were	
spiritually	conceived	by	faith,	but	instead,	in	a	manner	that	resembled	the	birth	circumstances	of	
Ishmael.	Many	Jews	were	depending	on	their	own	self-righteous	efforts	to	match	God’s	righteousness	
by	things	they	did	or	didn’t	do.	By	extension,	they	were	also	children	of	the	flesh,	but	as	the	context	of	
Genesis	21:10-12	explains,	this	was	God’s	plan.	By	contrast,	there	are	the	children	of	promise,	which	
parallel	the	testimony	of	Isaac.	The	testimony	of	Isaac	reveals	that	he	was	conceived	by	the	gracious	
miracle	of	God	and	Abraham	and	Sarah	received	him	by	faith.	He	was	the	son	that	God	promised	as	
an	heir,	and	his	birth	circumstances	were	the	product	of	God’s	own	work	of	grace.	This	is	how	
salvation	works.	Heirs	of	God	are	not	spiritually	regenerated	by	the	creative	efforts	of	people,	but	by	
the	miraculous	conception	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	hearts	of	sinners	according	to	the	grace	of	God	–	
parallel	to	the	testimony	of	Isaac.	Hence,	as	one	son	of	Abraham	was	a	child	of	the	flesh	and	the	other	
a	child	of	the	promise,	the	history	of	the	Jews	shows	that	God	has	always	selected	some	people	for	
one	purpose	and	some	people	for	another	purpose	based	on	His	sovereign	declaration.	This	is	how	
salvation	has	always	worked.	
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According To His Declaration 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:9 – “For this [is] the word of promise: ‘At this time I will come and 
Sarah shall have a son.’"	

The	Apostle	Paul	had	concern	for	his	people,	the	children	of	Israel.	More	specifically,	Paul	had	
concern	and	grief	for	his	peers	within	Israel,	the	Jewish	religious	leaders.	The	reason	why	Paul	
sorrowed	and	grieved	over	those	people	was	because	they	were	having	a	hard	time	receiving	the	
Gospel.	Much	of	the	opposition	that	Paul	received	concerning	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	was	from	
Jewish	religious	leaders.	Paul	was	concerned	because	he	knew	the	extent	of	privilege	the	Jews	had	
based	on	the	quality	and	volume	of	revelation	they	received	concerning	the	Gospel,	starting	with	the	
patriarchs	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	Paul	wondered	how	a	group	of	people	that	was	so	privileged	to	
receive	so	much	revelation	of	truth	could	reject	it	so	passionately	as	they	were	at	the	time	of	his	
ministry.	While	Paul	was	concerned,	he	was	confident	in	God’s	purposes	because	he	understood	that	
the	rejection	of	Israel	was	all	part	of	God’s	plans	as	evidenced	from	the	beginning.		

Paul	referred	to	the	birth	circumstances	of	Isaac	and	Ishmael	to	explain	how	God	has	always	been	
selective	about	those	He	chooses	as	heirs	to	His	eternally	unconditional	promises.	God	made	a	special	
and	unique	covenant	with	Abraham	in	Genesis	Chapter	12.	However,	because	God	took	time	to	fulfill	
His	promise	of	providing	Abraham	an	heir	as	part	of	that	promise,	Abraham	took	it	upon	himself	to	
manufacture	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promises.	Though	Abraham	had	a	son	named	Ishmael,	he	failed	
to	fulfill	God’s	promise.	God	was	clear	to	explain	that	Ishmael	would	not	be	the	heir	to	the	promsies	
He	made	in	Genesis	Chapter	12.	Instead,	God	spoke	of	a	heir	that	was	not	yet	born.	God	declared	
Isaac	to	be	the	heir	of	His	eternally	unconditional	promises	one	year	before	Isaac	was	born.		

Paul	understood	this	to	be	a	pattern	of	God’s	work	in	salvation.	Not	everyone	who	hears	the	promise	
is	a	child	of	the	promise	as	an	heir.	Not	everyone	connected	to	the	promise	by	relationship	is	an	heir	
to	the	promise	as	God’s	child.	Paul	wrote	that	just	because	people	were	born	of	the	seed	of	Abraham	
as	Jews,	they	were	not	necessarily	heirs	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises,	just	like	Ishmael.	
Paul	previously	referred	to	Ishmael	as	a	“child	of	the	flesh,”	meaning	that	his	relationship	to	God’s	
promise	was	based	on	the	creative	efforts	of	people,	not	the	miraculous	fulfilment	of	God’s	Word.	In	
contrast,	Isaac	was	considered	the	“child	of	promise”	because	he	was	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	
declaration.	He	also	came	from	Abraham	but	as	the	result	of	God’s	own	miraculous	work	to	fulfill	His	
own	Word.	Paul	quoted	Genesis	18:10	to	remind	God’s	people	that	Isaac	was	considered	the	“child	of	
promise”	and	by	extension	the	true	seed	of	Abraham,	one	year	before	he	was	even	born!	Was	it	the	
effort	of	Abraham	and	Sarah	that	made	Isaac	the	true	heir	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promsies?	
How	could	that	be	if	God’s	declaration	about	Isaac	came	three	months	before	he	was	conceived?	This	
means	that	it	was	also	impossible	for	Isaac	to	contribute	to	his	position	as	an	heir	of	God’s	promsies.	
Isaac’s	position	of	privilege	was	declared	by	God	well	before	it	was	even	physically	possible	for	Isaac	
to	live.	Thus,	salvation	is	the	pre-determined	miracle	of	God	based	on	His	Word;	and	while	some	
receive	that	benefit,	others	don’t.	This	is	the	way	God	has	made	it	so	that	He	alone	receives	praise	and	
glory	for	the	work	of	salvation	and	judgment.		
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Before You Were Born… 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:10-11 – “And not only [this], but when Rebecca also had conceived 
by one man, [even] by our father Isaac (for [the children] not yet being born, nor having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works but of Him who calls)..."	

The	manner	in	which	our	salvation	is	made	possible	is	clearly	declared	in	the	scriptures.	The	
challenge	is	taking	time	to	examine	the	details	of	the	complexity	of	God’s	work.	God’s	work	to	save	
the	lost	is	simple	in	concept,	but	complicated	in	practice.	This	is	why	God	exercised	His	sovereign	
control	over	human	affairs	to	use	the	testimonies	of	people	throughout	history	as	examples	that	
illustrate	the	bigger	picture	of	His	work.	The	Apostle	Paul	used	the	scriptural	testimonies	of	Abraham	
and	Sarah	concerning	the	birth	of	Isaac	to	explain	how	it	is	impossible	to	be	considered	a	child	of	God	
according	to	physical/carnal	facets	of	life	such	as	works	or	personal	relationships	with	others.	Paul	
expressed	distress	over	the	attitudes	of	his	fellow	Jews	concerning	their	rejection	of	the	Gospel,	but	
used	history	to	explained	that	God	has	always	selected	some	to	be	His	instruments	of	righteousness,	
leaving	others	to	be	used	for	another	purpose.		

This	principle	is	explained	in	that	both	Ishmael	and	Isaac	were	born	from	Abraham	as	sons,	but	only	
one	is	considered	an	heir	of	God’s	promises.		Thus,	like	many	of	the	Jews	were	descendants	of	Israel,	
not	all	of	them	were	considered	heirs	of	God’s	promises.	This	concept	of	salvation	extended	into	the	
testimony	of	Jacob	and	Esau	as	well.	Paul	wrote	that	Rebecca	also	received	the	promise	of	God,	being	
told	that	only	one	would	be	the	heir	of	His	promises.	Here,	the	principle	of	God’s	sovereign	decision	is	
more	profound.	Isaac,	the	heir	of	Abraham,	was	the	father	of	both	Jacob	and	Esau.	These	brothers	
were	twins,	in	the	womb	together	until	the	moment	of	birth.	The	testimony	of	Rebecca	explains	that	
God	had	already	determined	who	would	be	His	and	who	would	not.		

Notice	that	the	position	of	either	child	was	on	account	of	God’s	purpose.	Whether	Jacob	or	Esau	
would	experience	favor	with	God	or	not	was	totally	up	to	the	declaration	and	decision	of	God	Himself.	
Their	lives	and	their	fit	in	God’s	plan	were	ultimately	God’s	decision	according	to	His	purpose	–	not	
theirs.	Notice	that	this	decision	was	made	before	the	children	were	born.	God	spoke	to	Rebecca	in	
Genesis	25:23	to	explain	His	purposes	for	both	sons.	God	made	His	plans	clear	to	Rebecca	while	the	
children	were	still	in	her	womb.	Neither	child	had	anything	to	do	with	their	position	in	God’s	plan,	
whether	it	was	a	favorable	position	or	not.	Their	manner	of	thinking,	their	attitudes,	or	their	works	
were	not	factors	in	God’s	decision.	Clearly,	both	men	were	born	from	the	heir	of	God’s	promsies	as	
twins,	yet	God	had	separate	and	distinct	plans	for	each	of	them	determined	by	His	sovereign	control.	
To	explain	Paul’s	point	concerning	Israel’s	rejection	of	the	Gospel,	it	shows	that	God	has	already	
appointed	some	to	reject	His	offer	of	grace,	and	that	appointment	happened	long	before	they	were	
born.	Likewise,	those	who	do	have	faith	and	are	children	of	God	are	in	such	a	position	based	on	God’s	
declaration	and	decision	made	at	the	same	time.	Praise	be	to	God	for	the	favor	He	had	declared	upon	
us	as	heirs	in	spite	of	our	character	and	conduct!		
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Untraditional Methods 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:12-13 – It was said to her, "The older shall serve the younger." As 
it is written, "Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated."	

It	is	important	to	understand	why	God	does	things	the	ways	that	He	does.	The	method	of	God’s	work	
is	not	intended	to	impress	people.	In	fact,	the	method	of	God’s	work	isn’t	even	to	please	God’s	people.	
God	does	what	He	does	in	the	ways	that	He	does	it	for	His	own	namesake.	God	works	in	the	manner	
that	He	does	in	order	to	preserve	the	integrity	of	His	own	holy	and	righteous	character.	Since	people	
do	such	a	marvelous	job	at	profaning	and	perverting	the	name	of	God,	the	Lord	takes	it	upon	Himself	
to	reveal	Himself	according	to	His	true	character	and	nature	in	spite	of	who	we	are.	Therefore,	it	
should	be	understood	that,	while	the	Bible	teaches	that	“God’s	ways	are	not	like	our	ways,”	it	is	
because	God	is	intentionally	working	in	ways	that	contrast	human	nature.	Since	all	fall	short	of	the	
glory	of	God,	the	Lord	will	not	work	in	ways	that	resemble	an	inglorious	method.	God	will	
purposefully	work	against	human	understanding,	habits,	and	traditions	in	order	to	fulfill	His	
purposes,	in	order	to	distinguish	Himself	from	mankind.		

This	truth	doesn’t	speak	well	of	people.	Many	people	scoff	at	the	manner	of	God’s	work	because	they	
assume	that	God	should	work	like	we	do	for	our	benefit.	Rather	than	scoff	at,	or	question	God’s	
purposes,	the	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	people	are	to	trust	that	the	Lord’s	methods	are	good	because	
they	are	sufficient	to	reveal	His	glory.	God	doesn’t	work	like	people	because	people	are	not	glorious.	
This	has	always	been	the	case.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	this	point	to	address	the	issue	of	Israel’s	
rejection	of	the	Gospel	at	the	time	that	he	ministered.	While	it	was	painful	to	watch	the	Jews	reject	
the	Gospel,	Paul	understood	why	many	Jews	were	rebellious.	God	has	always	made	it	so	that	some	
are	appointed	as	heirs	of	His	promises	while	some	are	not.	Even	those	who	were	blood-related	to	the	
patriarchs	were	excluded	from	the	inheritance	of	God’s	promises	to	Abraham	–	mainly	Ishmael	and	
Esau.	Their	testimonies	show	that	God	has	always	decided	–	even	before	the	birth	of	the	individuals	–	
that	some	would	be	heirs	of	promise,	and	some	would	be	rejected	and	condemned.		

Why	does	God	do	that?	Why	does	God	actually	appoint	some	to	be	separated	from	His	promises?	
Here,	people	get	confused	about	the	identity	and	nature	of	God.	A	common	criticism	is	that,	if	God	is	
“love”	like	the	Bible	says,	how	could	God	“hate”	Esau	and	separate	him	from	promises	before	he	was	
even	born?	Once	again,	this	sort	of	thinking	is	reflective	of	ignorance	of	who	God	is.	He	doesn’t	work	
like	we	do.	Paul	explained	by	quoting	Genesis	25:23	where,	before	Jacob	and	Esau	were	born,	God	
declared	that	the	older	would	serve	the	younger.	This	was	totally	contrary	to	the	traditions	of	the	
time.	This	was	totally	backwards.	This	was	totally	illogical	according	to	the	habits	and	normal	
cultural	standards.	Yet,	this	was	God’s	purposeful	manner	of	work.	He	wanted	to	work	spitefully	
against	human	cultural	standards,	traditions,	and	habits.	He	did	the	same	with	appointments	of	Judah	
and	David,	neither	of	which	were	the	firstborn,	but	key	figures	in	the	Messianic	bloodline.	Once	again,	
the	Bible	shows	that	one’s	position	in	the	Lord	is	based	on	His	declaration,	not	our	works	or	attitudes	
that	fit	the	mold	of	human	tradition	and	habit.	Since	this	manner	of	work	opposes	the	corruption	of	
human	habit	and	tradition,	God	is	sure	to	be	glorified	by	the	manner	of	His	work.		
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His Determination…  
 

Scripture: Romans 9:14-15 – “What shall we say then? [Is there] unrighteousness with 
God? Certainly not! For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whomever I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion."	

One	of	the	most	confusing	aspects	of	God’s	work	and	sovereign	control	is	that	He	exercises	His	
authority	and	ability	to	use	people	as	instruments	of	unrighteousness.	It	can	be	very	confusing	and	
difficult	to	digest	the	realty	that	God	actually	selects	some	people	to	be	heirs	of	condemnation	rather	
than	glory.	When	Abraham	gave	birth	to	Ishmael,	God	did	not	allow	Ishmael	to	be	an	heir	of	the	
promises	made	to	Abraham.	Ishmael	became	an	heir,	but	to	completely	different	promises.	When	
Esau	sought	the	Lord	with	tears	of	regret	for	selling	his	birthright,	God	did	not	give	the	birthright	
back	to	him.	God	stuck	to	His	Word	and	did	not	let	Esau	become	an	heir	of	the	promises	made	to	
Abraham	and	Isaac.	Jacob	was	the	heir	according	to	the	decision	God	made	long	before	Esau’s	
indifference	to	God’s	promises.	If	God	has	decided	who	will	be	heirs	of	His	promises	before	the	world	
began,	that	means	God	also	selected	the	rest	of	people	to	be	rejected	from	those	promises.	This	
bothers	a	lot	of	people,	including	many	of	the	people	during	the	days	of	the	Apostle	Paul.		

Paul	answered	the	issue.	Is	God	unrighteous	because	He	creates	people	to	be	used	as	vessels	of	
unrighteousness	and	dishonor?	Is	God	wrong	because	He	excludes	many	people	from	the	benefits	of	
His	promises?	Is	God	flawed	because	He	keeps	people	from	being	His	children?	In	the	words	of	Paul,	
CERTAINLY	NOT!	Thankfully,	Paul	explained	why	it	is	impossible	for	God	to	be	wrong,	even	
concerning	these	issues	that	are	hard	for	us	to	understand	about	Him.	Paul	quoted	God’s	own	words	
to	Moses	from	Exodus	33:19	to	explain	how	God	is	not	unrighteous	simply	because	He	restricts	
people	from	the	benefits	of	His	promises.	In	Exodus	Chapter	32,	the	Bible	explains	that	the	children	
of	Israel	offended	God	greatly	when	Aaron	led	the	people	to	build	a	gold	calf,	worship	it,	and	commit	
many	wicked	abominations	while	Moses	received	the	Law	on	Mount	Sinai.	When	Moses	returned	and	
found	out	what	happened,	he	desperately	pleaded	with	the	Lord	for	their	forgiveness,	and	many	of	
the	modern	Yom	Kippur	traditions	(the	Day	of	Atonement)	came	out	of	Moses’	intercession.		

After	God	agreed	to	pardon	the	people,	Moses	separated	from	the	people	by	pitching	his	tent	outside	
of	the	camp	of	Israel.	He	called	his	tent,	“the	tabernacle	of	meeting”	because	it	is	where	he	spoke	with	
God	as	the	presence	of	God	dwelt	outside	the	door	of	his	tent.	It	was	there	that	Moses	asked	to	see	
God’s	glory.	God	responded	plainly	by	saying	that	NO	ONE	could	see	the	glory	of	His	face	and	live.	
However,	God	agreed	to	hide	Moses	in	the	cleft	of	a	rock,	cover	Moses’	face,	pass	by,	and	let	Moses	
see	the	shadow	of	His	back.	This	is	where	God	said	He	would	have	mercy	and	compassion	on	
whoever	He	desired.	This	shows	that	ALL	are	disqualified	from	receiving	the	revelation	of	God’s	glory	
–	mercy	or	compassion.	Even	Moses	was	disqualified	even	though	he	didn’t	worship	the	golden	calf.	
God	let	Moses	see	His	glory	on	account	of	grace	and	by	the	method	of	His	own	miraculous	provision.	
How	can	God	be	wrong	to	keep	people	from	the	revelation	of	His	glory	and	promises	if	every	single	
person	is	already	disqualified	from	being	an	heir	to	begin	with?	God	is	not	unrighteous	for	excluding	
some.	He	is	merciful	and	gracious	to	work	the	necessary	miracle	to	show	grace	to	anyone	at	all!		
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Desire and Effort  
 

Scripture: Romans 9:16 – “So then [it is] not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but 
of God who shows mercy."	

The	Bible	poses	a	difficult	question	about	the	character	and	nature	of	God.	Is	there	unrighteousness	
in	God	because	some	get	saved	and	some	don’t?	Equally	as	important,	even	for	those	who	are	saved,	
is	there	unrighteousness	in	God	because	it	appears	from	a	human	perspective,	that	God	has	restricted	
mercy	and	compassion	to	His	children?	These	are	questions	that	people	have	asked	for	a	long	time.	
Thankfully	the	Lord	is	not	afraid	of	our	questions.	He	is	not	stumbled	by	our	inquiries.	He	is	candid	
and	truthful	to	bluntly	answer	our	concerns	in	order	to	protect	the	integrity	of	His	own	name.	This	
way,	people	don’t	have	to	speculate	about	these	issues.	We	can	just	consult	the	truth	of	scripture	in	
its	proper	context	to	see	what	God	has	to	say	for	Himself.		

To	make	the	point	clear,	the	Bible	emphatically	proclaims	that	there	is	NOT	unrighteousness	in	God	
no	matter	what	people	think	of	His	work	and	the	manner	of	it.	Some	people	question	the	
righteousness	of	God	because	it	seems	that	He	is	unfair	giving	mercy	to	some	people	and	not	to	
others	as	was	the	case	with	Ishmael	and	Isaac.	It	also	seems	to	be	unrighteous	or	unfair	on	behalf	of	
God	that	He	can	hate	and	condemn	a	person	before	they	are	even	born	such	as	with	Esau	and	Jacob.	
This	is	where	the	whole	context	of	the	Book	of	Romans	has	to	be	taken	into	consideration.	Recall	the	
Old	Testament	quotations	of	Paul	in	Romans	3:10	–	None	are	righteous,	no	not	one.		

The	issue	dealing	with	God’s	declaration	concerning	the	eternal	purpose	and	fate	of	all	people	must	
be	considered	in	this	light:	God	alone	is	righteous	and	not	a	single	person	that	has	ever	lived	(except	
Jesus	Christ)	is	righteous.	Thus,	God	doesn’t	owe	anybody	anything.	God	is	not	obligated	to	do	anyone	
favors.	If	God	were	to	be	fair	to	everyone,	we’d	all	be	dead	since	we	all	deserve	judgment	for	our	
depraved	souls,	and	our	natural	rejection	and	opposition	to	God.	Therefore,	it	is	not	right	to	accuse	
God	of	unrighteousness	because	some	receive	favor	while	some	don’t.	Instead,	it	is	right	to	
acknowledge	the	miracle	that	anyone	receives	favor	of	any	kind	at	all!	

This	applies	even	to	those	who	are	saved.	The	issue	of	Romans	9:16	deals	with	the	assurance	a	
believer	has	while	saved.	Just	because	a	person	“feels”	assured	and	one	doesn’t	has	no	bearing	on	
their	position	with	God.	God	provides	mercy	and	compassion	when	He	wills	and	it	has	NOTHING	to	
do	with	the	individual	that	receives	it.	If	a	person	doesn’t	“feel”	the	mercy	or	compassion	of	God,	that	
doesn’t	mean	they’re	not	saved.	Paul	wrote	that	God’s	mercy	and	compassion	doesn’t	come	to	those	
who	“will.”	No	matter	how	much	we	might	desire	God’s	mercy	and	compassion,	He	will	give	it	when	
He	wants	and	how	He	wants.	God’s	mercy	and	compassion	doesn’t	come	to	those	who	“run”	or	strive	
for	it.	No	matter	how	hard	someone	works	to	earn	God’s	mercy	and	compassion,	God	will	give	it	
when	He	wants	and	how	He	wants.	If	God	rewarded	mercy	to	those	who	wanted	it,	no	one	would	
have	it	on	the	basis	of	Romans	3:10.	In	that	God	gave	mercy	and	compassion	to	anyone,	not	just	to	
save	from	condemnation,	but	also	to	assure	that	salvation,	proves	that	God	is	gracious,	not	
unrighteous.		
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Why Are Some Condemned?  
 

Scripture: Romans 9:17-18 – For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may 
be declared in all the earth." Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He 
wills He hardens.	

It	is	a	difficult	concept	to	grasp	that	God	exercises	His	sovereign	control	and	power	to	decide	who	
will	receive	His	mercy	unto	life,	and	who	will	not,	unto	condemnation.	People	consider	this	concept,	
and	then	conclude	that	God	is	unrighteous	because	He	actually	appoints	some	people	to	be	
condemned	as	if	He	is	sending	them	to	hell	Himself.	Yet,	the	Bible	emphatically	states	that	there	is	
absolutely	no	unrighteousness	in	God	in	any	way,	shape,	or	form.	God	is	perfectly	holy,	righteous,	and	
just	in	EVERYTHING	He	does.	If	there	is	discomfort	in	our	minds	about	the	manner	of	God’s	work,	it	
is	only	on	account	of	our	flawed	nature	to	understand	the	perfect	righteousness	of	God.	Our	inability	
to	understand	God	doesn’t	automatically	mean	that	God	is	wrong.		

Thankfully	the	scriptures	explain	HOW	God	is	right	in	His	decisions	and	declarations	to	giver	mercy	
and	compassion	to	some	and	not	others.	The	Apostle	Paul	used	the	testimony	of	Pharaoh	as	an	
example.	Paul	quoted	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	to	explain	that	God	raised	up	Pharaoh	to	power.	
Pharaoh	was	not	in	power	by	his	own	efforts	or	circumstances.	God	placed	him	in	a	superior	position	
of	influence	over	a	mighty	nation,	but	for	His	own	purposes.	God’s	purpose	in	raising	Pharaoh	to	
power	was	to	exemplify	His	superior	power.	Most	considered	the	kings	of	Egypt	to	be	like	gods.	The	
Lord	used	Pharaoh	to	prove	that	He	alone	is	God	so	that	this	truth	would	be	understood	everywhere.	

The	Bible	explains	through	Pharaoh’s	testimony	that	God	purposefully	hardened	Pharaoh’s	heart	in	
order	to	express	His	supreme	power.	Scripture	shows	that	Pharaoh	opposed	God’s	power,	God’s	
authority,	God’s	supremacy,	and	God’s	people.	Pharaoh	despised	God’s	servant	Moses,	despised	the	
weakness	of	his	kingdom	that	God	exposed	through	the	plagues,	and	hated	the	idea	of	the	Israelites	
worshiping	God	instead	of	him.	God’s	dealings	with	Pharaoh	showed	the	true	nature	of	Pharaoh’s	
heart	against	God	as	an	example	of	the	natural	human/fleshly	opposition	towards	God’s	
righteousness.	Though	Pharaoh	was	powerful,	God’s	power	was	greater,	which	shows	that	those	who	
oppose	God	according	to	the	natural	depravity	of	the	flesh,	will	be	judged	like	Pharaoh	was.	God	
raised	up	Pharaoh	and	restricted	him	from	mercy	to	teach	this	lesson.		

God	worked	in	the	exact	same	way	when	He	enabled	the	Jews,	Herod,	and	Pilate	to	crucify	Jesus.	
Though	they	had	power	to	take	Jesus’	life,	He	proved	His	power	supreme	through	the	resurrection.	
Jude	1:4	shows	that	God	actually	enables	false	teachers	in	the	midst	of	His	church	for	the	same	
purpose.	Though	they	would	spread	poisonous	words,	God	will	preserve	the	integrity	of	His	bride!	
This	shows	that	God	is	truly	sovereign	and	in	total	control	over	ALL	factors	in	life.	He	shows	mercy	
and	restricts	mercy	to	whoever	He	wants	in	order	to	exalt	His	own	name	and	power	unto	His	glory.	
In	the	end,	the	completion	of	God’s	work	will	show	that	He	is	right	based	on	the	abundance	of	proof	
He	presents	to	show	how	the	natural	self	is	wrong.		
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Who Do We Think We Are?  
 

Scripture: Romans 9:19-20 – You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For 
who has resisted His will?" But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will 
the thing formed say to him who formed [it], "Why have you made me like this?"	

The	audacity	of	human	thinking	is	sometimes	a	scary	thing	to	consider	through	a	Biblical	lens.	
Indeed,	there	is	a	common	need	of	the	Christian	to	consider,	“Who	do	we	think	we	are?”	It	is	
commonly	stated	these	days	that	“young	people”	walk	with	a	general	sense	of	entitlement.	According	
to	the	Bible,	it	is	more	than	“young	people”	that	have	this	prideful	attitude.	The	irreverent	approach	
to	the	scriptures	and	God	has	caused	many	“believers”	to	forget	about	who	God	actually	is.	He	is	holy.	
He	refers	to	Himself	as	“terrible”	because	of	the	manner	of	His	judgments	in	righteousness.	He	is	
almighty.	He	knows	everything,	even	the	deepest	and	darkest	things	of	our	hearts.	He	alone	is	God	
and	there	is	no	other.	There	are	eternal	consequences	for	offending	Him	and	rejecting	Him	such	that	
no	human	being	can	even	fathom.	Yet	He	remains	patient	and	merciful	though	all	people	are	an	
offense	to	Him.	How	then	do	we	deal	with	God	who	is	powerful	to	destroy,	but	desires	to	give	life?		

The	Bible	is	helpful	to	answer	this	question	first	by	explaining	the	improper	way	to	deal	with	God.	
Salvation	is	solely	the	work	of	God	and	He	determined	who	would	be	His	before	He	formed	the	
worlds.	Thus,	it	is	not	uncommon	to	hear	people	ask	the	question	that	Paul	posed	in	this	verse.	If	God	
determines	who	will	receive	His	mercy	and	who	will	not	before	they	were	born,	how	is	it	fair	that	
God	still	finds	fault	in	those	people	so	that	they	are	condemned	to	hell	in	the	end?	Again,	the	chief	
issue	is	the	flawed	way	of	thinking	concerning	the	righteousness	of	God:	Is	there	unrighteousness	in	
God	because	God	appointed	some	to	reject	His	mercy	and	die	in	condemnation?	The	answer	to	this	
question	was	actually	given	in	Romans	Chapter	3.	There,	Paul	quoted	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	
that	teach,	“none	are	righteous,	no	not	one;	there	are	none	who	seek	after	God.”	If	none	are	righteous,	
then	even	those	appointed	to	receive	mercy	are	undeserving	of	God’s	favor.	Thus,	it	is	a	miracle	of	
God	that	anyone	is	saved	at	all.	God	is	not	unrighteous	for	condemning	some,	but	instead	is	gracious	
that	He	saves	any	out	of	the	total	group	that	is	ungodly	and	rebellious	by	nature!		

Perhaps	more	important	than	this	fundamental	truth	is	our	attitudes	towards	it.	While	it	seems	like	a	
fair	question	to	ask,	“Is	there	unrighteousness	in	God?”	the	Bible	teaches	that	it	is	an	irreverent	
question.	It	might	seem	fair	to	ask	“Why	does	God	restrict	mercy	from	some	and	then	send	them	to	
hell?”	According	to	the	Bible,	this	is	also	an	irreverent	question.	Who	are	we	to	question	God?	Who	do	
we	think	we	are	that	we	can	question	the	Creator	of	all	things	with	whom	are	all	wisdom,	power,	and	
authority?	God	formed	us	for	His	purpose	and	has	the	power	to	do	so.	Should	we	contend	with	God	
because	we	don’t	agree	with	or	understand	His	work?	Does	not	the	Bible	already	teach	that	“His	
ways	are	past	finding	out?”	Then	why	are	we	trying	to	figure	Him	out,	boasting	as	if	our	flawed	
reasoning	is	sufficient	to	question	the	great	I	AM?	When	it	comes	to	an	attitude	that	questions	the	
impeccable	work	of	God,	the	Bible	says	this:	Do	not	be	rash	with	your	mouth,	and	let	not	your	heart	
utter	anything	hastily	before	God.	For	God	is	in	heaven,	and	you	on	earth;	therefore,	let	your	words	
be	few	(Ecclesiastes	5:2).”		
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Dispensable Vessels   
 

Scripture: Romans 9:21 – Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same 
lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?	

There	are	many	people	who	have	a	hard	time	with	the	ways	of	God.	Many	people	accuse	God	of	
unrighteousness	because	of	the	reality	of	God’s	judgment.	Many	people	feel	that	God	is	unfair.	
However,	this	sort	of	thinking	is	the	essence	of	pride	that	actually	validates	the	righteousness	of	
God’s	judgments.	The	scriptures	are	clear	to	explain	that	NONE	are	righteous,	and	that	NONE	seek	
after	God.	Since	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	God’s	dwelling	place,	He	alone	has	the	right	to	determine	
who	He	lets	in	and	who	He	doesn’t.	Since	all	people	are	carnal,	temporal,	corrupted,	and	inglorious	
beings,	all	people	are	disqualified	from	dwelling	with	God	in	His	spiritually	eternal,	impeccably	
glorious	kingdom.	Yet,	the	Lord	has	made	INCREDIBLE	promises	to	change	the	contrasting	condition	
of	people	so	that	they	are	actually	transformed	into	His	image,	thereby	able	to	dwell	in	His	presence	
in	His	kingdom.	God	actually	swore	upon	Himself	to	take	care	of	the	issues	that	keep	people	
separated	from	Him	so	that	people	can	dwell	with	Him	in	spite	of	our	pitiful	existence.	Yet,	some	still	
struggle	with	accepting	God’s	purposes.		

The	truth	of	the	matter	is,	not	everyone	will	end	up	in	the	glorious	presence	of	God	to	dwell	with	Him	
for	eternity.	Many	people	will	be	condemned	in	eternal	separation	from	God	in	total	darkness	where	
there	is	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth	forever	in	a	continually	burning	lake	of	fire.	While	God	has	
offered	His	grace	to	all	people,	He	has	also	exercised	His	sovereign	control	over	all	things	to	keep	His	
grace	from	some	people.	This	is	where	people	get	upset.	The	silly	question	is:	If	God	is	loving,	how	
can	He	do	such	a	thing?	Here’s	a	more	pressing	question:	Who	do	we	think	we	are	to	question	the	
ways	of	God?		

The	Apostle	Paul	compared	God	to	a	potter.	When	a	potter	works	with	a	piece	of	clay,	the	clay	is	
molded	into	whatever	shape	and	form	the	potter	desires.	The	interesting	thing	about	clay	is	that	clay	
doesn’t	talk.	Clay	doesn’t	complain.	Clay	doesn’t	question	the	potter’s	intents,	skillset,	or	motives.	
Clay	just	molds	and	conforms	to	the	hands	of	the	potter.	This	is	a	VERY	important	principle	to	
consider.	Since	God	is	the	Creator	of	all	things,	He	possesses	control	over	all	things	like	a	potter.	Thus,	
He	is	free	to	do	whatever	He	wants	with	His	creation.	He	is	the	One	with	power.	He	is	the	One	with	
wisdom.	He	is	the	One	with	providence.	Who	can	contend	with	God	and	win?		

Since	God	is	the	potter	in	this	example,	people	must	be	the	clay.	Notice	that	Paul	compared	human	
beings	to	“clay,”	which	is	actually	a	reference	to	mud.	People	easily	forget	that	we	are	but	the	dust	of	
the	earth.	According	to	Paul,	who	quoted	the	Isaiah	64:8	in	his	explanation,	we	are	simply	mud.	Since	
when	does	mud	have	authority	or	power	to	question	or	criticize	anything?		Notice	that	we	as	“mud”	
are	all	made	of	the	same	worthless	lump.	People	should	not	criticize	God	for	molding	mud	into	
vessels	of	dishonor,	but	instead	should	be	rejoicing	that	He	was	able	and	willing	to	stick	His	hands	in	
mud	to	conform	some	into	vessels	of	honor	despite	the	natural	condition.	This	is	the	proper	attitude	
of	humility	that	God’s	people	should	have.		
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God’s Revelation   
 

Scripture: Romans 9:22-24 – [What] if God, wanting to show [His] wrath and to make 
His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of the 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?	

One	of	the	most	difficult	things	to	understand	about	God	is	the	issues	of	His	judgment.	The	fact	of	the	
matter	is,	God’s	judgment	is	real	and	it	is	coming	soon.	The	Bible	says	some	difficult	things	about	
those	who	are	judged	by	God.	For	example,	the	scriptures	teach	throughout	that	“none	are	righteous.”	
On	this	basis	alone,	the	Bible	teaches	that	everyone	should	be	condemned.	More	problematic	is	the	
fact	that	we	are	all	conceived	in	sin,	so	that	our	condemned	nature	is	true	of	us	even	before	we’re	
born.	How	then	is	it	possible	that	anyone	dwell	in	the	presence	of	God	with	His	approval?	How	then	
is	it	possible	for	anyone	to	escape	His	wrath	and	coming	judgment?	

The	Bible	teaches	that	there	is	a	miracle	that	takes	place	in	every	human	life	so	that	the	focus	of	
human	life	is	not	on	the	human,	but	the	miraculous	work	that	God	does	in	that	life.	The	purpose	of	
God	is	not	to	highlight	people	and	the	way	He	uses	them,	but	to	highlight	Himself	by	the	way	He	uses	
them.	When	it	comes	to	God’s	judgment,	it	is	always	critical	to	remember	that	ALL	people	are	
condemned	at	birth.	When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about	“vessels	of	wrath”	he	was	actually	referring	
to	all	people.	God	does	not	make	people	just	to	send	them	to	hell.	All	people	sin	and	are	thus	
“prepared	for	destruction.”	As	sinners,	we	are	all	fitted	for	judgment.	The	original	language	
emphasizes	that	this	is	what	we	as	people	have	done	to	ourselves.	According	to	Paul,	God	leverages	
this	to	His	benefit.	He	suffers	long	through	the	lives	of	all	people	(believers	and	unbelievers	alike)	
who	deny	and	rebel	against	Him,	allowing	them	to	live	however	long	each	person	does.	God	makes	
use	of	this	corrupted	vessel	by	using	it	to	show	His	power	and	patience.	God	is	slow	to	anger	and	
waits	to	judge	people,	but	will	also	manifest	His	power	to	judge	when	His	patience	runs	out.		

It	is	a	miracle	that	God	allows	the	ungodly	to	live.	He	leverages	that	miracle	to	show	things	of	Himself.	
It	is	also	a	miracle	that	the	ungodly	are	able	to	be	preserved,	changed,	and	glorified	into	a	condition	
that	will	ultimately	be	likened	to	His	own	glory!	Though	all	are	fit	for	destruction,	God	exercised	His	
sovereign	control	to	appoint	some	of	these	“vessels	of	wrath”	to	be	preserved	from	wrath	in	order	to	
be	recipients	of	His	mercy	to	prove	His	glory.	He	is	glorious	for	being	able	to	preserve	some	from	
destruction,	change	their	nature,	and	use	them	for	righteous	purposes	despite	their	nature.	God	
determined	which	vessels	would	be	used	for	this	purpose	long	before	the	vessel	was	born	so	that	the	
works/decisions	of	the	vessel	are	not	a	factor	for	their	position	of	benefit.	Either	way,	the	revelation	
of	God’s	attributes	is	the	focus.	All	are	unrighteous.	God	makes	use	of	that	to	reveal	things	about	
Himself.	The	point	concerning	humans	has	already	been	made.	God’s	plan	is	to	use	vessels	of	
destruction	to	reveal	His	patience,	power,	mercy,	and	glory.	So	our	focus	should	not	be	on	the	
appearance	of	the	individual,	but	on	the	attributes	of	God	revealed	through	the	individual.		
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Children of Harlotry 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:25-26 – As He says also in Hosea: "I will call them My people, who 
were not My people, and her beloved, who was not beloved." And it shall come to pass in 
the place where it was said to them, “You [are] not My people,” There they shall be 
called sons of the living God.	

The	favor	that	God	shows	in	salvation	is	often	not	fully	considered.	It	is	hard	for	the	human	mind	to	
comprehend	the	extent	of	favor	that	God	has	actually	provided	through	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	
Messiah.	Especially	these	days,	where	the	world	has	grown	cold	to	the	things	of	God	(including	the	
church),	the	extent	of	God’s	favor	that	was	extended	to	us	to	snatch	us	from	hellfire	is	seldom	
considered.	Thankfully,	God	exercised	His	sovereign	control	over	all	things	to	provide	illustrations	of	
the	magnitude	of	His	grace	so	that	we	can	try	to	understand	how	badly	we	need	to	depend	on	the	
Lord	and	thank	Him	for	the	work	He’s	done.		

The	Apostle	Paul	referred	to	the	testimony	of	the	prophet	Hosea	to	explain	the	concept	of	salvation.	It	
is	true	that	God	has	appointed	some	people	to	be	vessels	of	destruction	unto	condemnation	and	
vessels	of	mercy	unto	salvation.	Yet,	this	does	not	mean	that	God	is	unrighteous	because	He	has	
decided	that	people	will	go	to	hell	even	before	they	were	born.	The	point	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	
that	God	does	not	create	people	just	to	send	them	to	hell.	When	the	Bible	calls	people	“vessels	fitted	
for	destruction,”	it	is	referring	to	all	people.	Since	we	are	all	conceived	in	sin,	we	are	all	born	
corrupted	and	remain	in	that	condition	until	we	receive	the	provision	of	the	Lord	to	change	
condition.	In	other	words,	all	people	are	“vessels	fitted	for	destruction.”	Unless	God	determined	to	
transform	some	of	those	vessels	into	vessels	of	mercy,	all	would	remain	corrupt	unto	condemnation.		

The	testimony	of	Hosea	illustrates	the	principle.	God	commanded	Hosea	to	marry	a	harlot	named	
Gomer	in	order	that	He	could	illustrate	the	principles	of	“justification	by	grace.”	Hosea	the	prophet	
would	resemble	God,	while	Gomer	would	be	a	symbol	of	all	of	humanity,	but	specifically	the	children	
of	Israel.	Notice	that	Gomer	was	a	harlot	before	Hosea	married	her.	Thus,	all	people	are	unfaithful	
before	God	decides	to	engage	in	a	relationship	with	anyone.	Gomer	gave	birth	to	three	children	with	
Hosea,	two	sons	and	a	daughter.	God	commanded	Hosea	to	name	the	second	and	third	child	“No	
Mercy”	and	“Not	My	Children.”	God	commanded	this	to	teach	an	important	principle.	Recall	from	
Romans	Chapter	5	that	because	Adam	sinned,	all	are	sinners	as	descendants	of	Adam.	Likewise,	since	
Gomer	was	a	harlot,	her	children	are	considered	unfaithful	by	nature	as	children	of	harlotry.	They	are	
not	children	with	a	nature	like	God,	but	a	nature	like	the	unfaithful.	This	is	true	of	all	people.	Thus,	all	
people,	born	of	harlotry	having	a	sinful	nature,	are	not	born	as	children	of	God’s	mercy	because	they	
are	not	of	His	nature,	and	thus,	not	His	children.	Still,	God	swore	to	change	that	condition.	Instead	of	
being	children	of	harlotry	through	unfaithfulness	to	God	as	vessels	fitted	for	destruction,	God	took	it	
upon	Himself	to	preserve	some	from	destruction.	God	swore	upon	Himself	to	change	the	condition	of	
the	unfaithful	to	be	vessels	of	mercy,	and	by	extension,	children	and	heirs	of	God’s	promises.	All	
people	are	unfaithful	by	nature.	Without	the	gracious	promise	and	work	of	God	to	change	the	
condition	of	some,	all	would	be	lost	and	condemned	according	to	our	true	nature.		
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The Remnant 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:27-28 – Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: "Though the 
number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, the remnant will be saved. For 
He will finish the work and cut [it] short in righteousness, because the LORD will make a 
short work upon the earth."	

Though	there	be	many	that	are	confused	and	concerned	about	the	plans	and	works	of	God,	the	Lord	
is	not	at	fault.	He	has	provided	an	abundance	of	revelation	and	instruction	concerning	His	will	and	
purposes.	Many	doubt	the	righteousness	of	God	because	of	the	simple	fact	of	God’s	judgment.	Many	
criticize	God	because	people	go	to	hell	as	if	it’s	God’s	fault.	Even	God’s	people,	the	children	of	Israel,	
have	a	hard	time	understanding	their	position	in	His	plans.	Still,	the	Apostle	Paul	made	it	clear	that	
God’s	plans	and	intents	have	not	changed.	God	is	still	doing	the	work	that	He	set	out	to	do	since	the	
beginning.	God	is	still	doing	the	work	that	He	declared	He	would	do	since	the	times	He	spoke	to	the	
fathers	and	by	the	prophets.	It	is	the	responsibility	of	God’s	people	to	seek	understanding	from	God	
concerning	the	revelation	He	has	already	provided.		

The	issue	that	Paul	addressed	was	the	impeccable	righteousness	of	God.	Is	God	unrighteous	because	
some	go	to	hell	and	God	knew	they	would	before	they	were	born?	The	answer	to	this	question	is	
simple	–	certainly	not!	The	Apostle	Paul	used	the	children	of	Israel	as	proof	of	this	principle.	He	first	
referred	to	all	people	as	“vessels	fitted	for	destruction.”	This	is	because	none	are	righteous,	no	not	
one.	All	sin	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	All	are	conceived	in	sin	with	dead	souls	and	need	a	
miraculous	change	of	condition	in	order	to	dwell	with	God	as	“approved.”	Therefore,	the	Bible	does	
not	teach	that	God	is	mean	or	unfair	because	some	go	to	hell.	Sin	proves	that	we	all	deserve	hell.	
Rather,	the	Bible	teaches	that	God	is	merciful	and	gracious	that	He	allows	anyone	to	live,	providing	
the	miraculous	transformation	required	to	dwell	in	His	presence	according	to	His	own	glory.	The	fact	
that	God	knows	who	He’s	going	to	provide	mercy	for	or	not	before	they	are	born	does	not	make	Him	
wrong	for	giving	the	other	group	what	everyone	already	deserves.		

Paul	quoted	the	prophet	Isaiah	to	prove	this	point.	In	Isaiah	Chapter	10	the	Lord	prophesied	about	
the	destruction	of	His	own	people	as	well	as	the	nation	of	Assyria.	There,	the	Bible	shows	that	God	
was	fair	to	judge	both	Gentiles	and	Jews	for	the	same	purpose	–	pride	and	self-righteousness.	Neither	
was	excused	for	their	wickedness.	Assyria	would	be	judged	because	of	their	boasting	as	a	world	
power	even	though	it	was	God	who	empowered	them	as	an	instrument	of	His	discipline.	The	people	
of	Judah	would	be	judged	because	they	relied	on	their	enemies	–	the	Assyrians	–	instead	of	God	to	
help	them	in	times	of	need.	They	sought	the	provision	and	help	of	the	world	rather	than	calling	upon	
the	name	of	the	Lord.	There,	both	the	Assyrians	and	Jews	were	alike	in	their	denial	of	God.	They	both	
acted	according	to	the	natural	human	heart	and	rebelled	against	God.	The	Lord	promised	to	judge	for	
that	reason,	but	of	course,	also	promised	to	preserve	some	from	judgment	in	order	to	reveal	His	
mercy.	It	was	not	as	if	those	spared	were	deserving	of	mercy,	but	to	show	Himself	faithful	and	able	to	
preserve,	God	kept	“a	remnant,”	which	is	those	whom	God	previously	appointed	to	escape	His	
judgment,	though	deserving	of	it.	Clearly	the	salvation	of	the	Lord	has	always	been	the	same.	
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The Lord of Hosts 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:29 – And as Isaiah said before: "Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had 
left us a seed, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like 
Gomorrah."	

The	Apostle	Paul	dealt	with	some	issues	that	have	confused	many	people	throughout	the	ages	even	
though	Paul	thoroughly	explained	these	issues	using	the	Bible	as	his	basis.	People	often	wonder	why	
so	many	Jews,	though	God’s	people,	deny	the	Gospel.	The	answer	to	this	question	poses	another	issue	
that	people	struggle	with.	If	God	appointed	only	some	of	the	Jews	to	be	the	recipients	of	His	mercy	
before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	is	God	unrighteous	because	He	didn’t	give	mercy	to	everyone?	
The	teaching	of	Paul	explains	that	God	is	always	providing	teaching	illustrations	of	His	purposes	and	
promises	and	the	means	by	which	they	come	through	the	lives	of	His	people.	God	exercises	His	
sovereignty	to	control	the	lives	of	His	people	so	that	the	circumstances	of	their	lives	become	
illustrations	of	bigger	issues	of	eternity.	Paul	referred	to	the	lives	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	Ishmael,	Jacob,	
Esau,	Moses,	Pharaoh,	and	Hosea	as	examples	in	this	chapter	alone.		

The	extent	of	control	that	Paul	described	explains	the	title	of	God	called,	“The	LORD	of	Sabaoth.”	This	
phrase	translates	into	the	English	title,	“LORD	of	Hosts,”	or	“LORD	of	Armies.”	The	idea	expresses	
God’s	supremely	sovereign	control.	It	describes	God’s	ability	and	authority	to	control	all	of	the	armies	
of	heaven	and	earth	according	to	His	purposes.	He	doesn’t	just	control	individuals,	but	also	entire	
nations	and	people	groups	to	use	them	according	to	His	purposes	to	fulfill	His	promises.	The	stars	of	
the	sky,	natural	elements	of	earth,	angels,	and	demons	are	all	described	as	being	under	the	control	of	
God	as	the	LORD	of	Hosts,	explaining	that	God	uses	EVERYTHING	like	a	chess	piece	specially	formed	
to	accomplish	His	good	and	righteous	purpose.		

Why	do	so	many	Jews	deny	the	Gospel?	The	truth	of	the	matter	is,	ALL	people	deny	the	Gospel.	All	we	
have	like	sheep,	gone	astray.	All	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God	and	are	deserving	of	condemnation.	God	
is	mentioned	as	the	LORD	of	Hosts	in	this	context	to	remind	people	that	God	has	the	ability	and	
authority	to	judge	EVEREYONE	according	to	what	we	deserve.	Paul	quoted	Isaiah	13:19	to	explain	
this	principle,	which	speaks	in	the	context	of	God’s	judgment	against	Babylon	(hundreds	of	years	
before	they	were	a	world	empire),	and	compares	that	destruction	to	God’s	day	of	final	judgment.	
Hence,	God	has	the	power	and	authority	to	bring	total	destruction	in	judgment	according	to	what	is	
deserved.	The	proof	of	this	is	the	destruction	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	God	utterly	destroyed	them	
for	their	wickedness.	Yet,	God	spared	Lot,	his	wife,	and	two	daughters	from	the	destruction.	God	is	
able	and	willing	to	use	the	same	power	and	authority	He	has	to	judge	to	spare	some	from	judgment.	
Thankfully,	God	exercised	His	power	and	authority	to	provide	a	“seed”	to	keep	some	from	His	coming	
judgment	like	He	did	with	Lot.	This	“seed”	refers	to	a	change	of	nature.	If	not	for	the	provision	of	God	
to	work	a	miracle	to	change	the	nature	of	the	condemned,	all	would	die	as	deserved,	as	God	proved	in	
the	past.	God	is	not	wrong	to	judge	the	wicked,	but	gracious	to	provide	miracles	to	spare	some	from	
that	judgment	even	though	they	be	wicked.	If	not	for	God	being	“the	LORD	of	Hosts,”	this	would	not	
be	possible.		
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The Pursuit of Righteousness 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:30-31 – What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, 
pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.	

When	the	Apostle	Paul	began	teaching	about	the	sovereign	control	of	God	to	offer	salvation,	he	did	so	
as	a	way	to	explain	the	difficulties	that	the	Jews	were	having	accepting	the	Gospel.	Paul’s	point	was	
that	the	confusion	and	stumbling	of	Israel	was	part	of	God’s	plan.	God	is	sovereignly	in	control	of	all	
things	and	so	He	has	the	authority	and	power	to	do	whatever	He	wants	to	reveal	His	righteousness.	
God	reveals	His	righteousness	through	both	the	judgment	of	the	wicked	and	the	extension	of	mercy	
to	His	elect.	The	Bible	teaches	that	all	sin	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	thereby	being	born	as	
vessels	“fitted	for	destruction.”	In	spite	of	this,	God	not	only	promised	to	judge	those	fitted	for	
destruction,	but	also	appointed	many	to	be	vessels	to	receive	God’s	mercy.	God	made	these	
determinations	before	the	worlds	were	formed,	which	expresses	the	extent	of	miracle	God	worked	to	
offer	mercy	to	those	who	deserve	condemnation.		

It	is	important	to	understand	that	God	determined	who	His	“vessels	of	mercy”	would	be	long	before	
those	vessels	were	born	as	people.	The	Bible	teaches	that	those	whose	names	are	in	the	Book	of	Life	
have	been	there	since	before	Genesis	1:1.	Understanding	the	timeline	of	God’s	work	helps	make	
sense	of	the	manner	in	which	God	fulfilled	the	Gospel	to	offer	salvation.	This	was	difficult	for	the	Jews	
to	understand	at	Paul’s	time	(and	still	today),	but	the	points	of	the	Gospel	have	always	been	the	same.	
The	example	Paul	gave	was	in	the	manner	God	has	dealt	with	Jews	compared	to	how	He	has	dealt	
with	Gentiles.	Paul	explained	that	many	Gentiles	had	come	to	salvation.	In	fact,	the	church	of	Rome	
was	filled	with	Gentile	believers	as	well	as	Jewish	ones.	How	did	the	Gentiles	get	saved;	by	
performing	the	standards	of	the	Law	of	Moses	through	circumcision	and	sacrifices?	The	Gentiles	
didn’t	know	anything	about	the	Law	of	Moses.	Paul	already	addressed	how	privileged	the	Jews	were	
to	have	been	the	only	nation	to	have	received	such	unique	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness.	Yet,	
many	Gentiles	possessed	the	Holy	Spirit,	validating	their	position	as	children	of	God.	They	never	
sought	to	do	what	the	Law	said,	yet	were	clear	heirs	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promsies.		

According	to	the	Bible,	righteousness	doesn’t	come	to	those	who	passionately	pursue	pleasing	God	
through	conduct.	The	Bible	explains	that	none	seek	after	God,	Jews	or	Gentiles.	Even	if	the	Gentiles	
had	the	Law	they	wouldn’t	have	pursued	righteousness	through	it.	Still,	not	having	the	Law,	they	
received	the	approval	of	God	as	evidenced	by	the	Spirit	because	they	had	faith.		This	faith	was	not	
according	to	the	effort	the	Gentiles	produced	to	receive	it,	but	according	to	the	pre-determined	
declaration	of	God	according	to	His	sovereign	control	and	purpose	to	offer	mercy	to	some	vessels	of	
destruction.	On	the	other	hand,	there	were	many	Jews	that	had	not	only	received	the	Law,	but	also	
lived	strict	and	disciplined	lives	according	to	the	statutes	and	ordinances	of	the	Law.	However,	they	
did	not	receive	righteousness.	Why?	They	did	not	pursue	God’s	righteousness	by	faith,	but	instead	
sought	to	look	good	in	front	of	others,	considering	their	works	to	be	equal	to	God’s	righteousness.	
The	plan	has	ALWAYS	been	for	salvation	to	come	by	faith	and	not	by	works!		
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Purposeful Stumbling 
 

Scripture: Romans 9:32-33 – Why? Because [they did] not [seek it] by faith, but as it 
were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone.	As it is written: 
"Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and whoever believes on 
Him will not be put to shame."	

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	was	concerned	for	his	Jewish	brethren	and	
their	response	to	the	Gospel.	As	a	nation,	the	Jews	were	not	openly	embracing	the	Gospel.	Though	
many	Jews	were	being	saved	by	faith	in	the	truth	of	Jesus’	identity,	purpose,	and	promise,	most	of	the	
children	of	Israel	were	struggling	to	accept	the	testimony	of	Jesus	and	the	Word	of	God.	Paul	was	
concerned,	but	he	was	not	confused	as	to	why	this	was	happening.	It	was	true	that	the	children	of	
Israel	had	received	some	of	the	greatest	revelations	and	manifestations	of	God	and	His	righteousness	
throughout	history,	unique	to	any	other	people	group	in	the	world.	Still,	the	Jews	could	not	reconcile	
the	true	work	and	plans	of	God	in	their	hearts	unto	faith,	and	Paul	understood	why.		

Paul	knew	that	this	was	God’s	plan	all	along.	According	to	the	Bible,	many	people	that	were	
considered	Jewish	by	heritage	were	not	heirs	of	God’s	promises.	The	reason	why	they	were	not	heirs	
and	children	of	God	was	because,	though	they	were	blood	relatives	of	Abraham,	they	did	not	possess	
Abraham’s	faith	in	the	promises	of	God	and	the	means	by	which	they	would	be	fulfilled.	They	desired	
the	righteousness	of	God,	but	felt	they	could	match	the	righteousness	of	God	according	to	the	Law.	
Historically,	the	majority	of	Jews	have	felt	that	doing	the	things	that	are	written	in	the	Law	is	equal	to	
God’s	righteousness	and	thus,	qualifies	one	for	God’s	blessings.	This	is	not	true.	This	approach	to	the	
Law	shows	ignorance	of	God’s	supreme	righteousness	and	human	depravity.	None	are	righteous	so	
none	can	match	God’s	righteousness,	even	if	it’s	by	following	God’s	ordinances	and	commands.		

This	is	by	design.	According	to	Galatians	Chapter	3,	God	provided	the	Law	to	teach	people	about	the	
superiority	of	His	righteousness	and	to	prepare	His	people	for	salvation	through	a	Savior;	not	to	
equip	people	to	be	righteous.	The	Law	was	not	intended	to	be	the	road	to	the	kingdom,	but	the	
revelation	of	human	depravity	compared	to	God’s	holiness.	God	purposefully	used	the	Law	and	the	
promise	of	the	Word	to	stumble	His	people	in	this	area	to	show	to	the	world	that	justification	does	
not	come	by	works	of	conduct.	The	Jews	had	the	Law	and	the	Word	uniquely	given	to	them,	but	they	
were	unable	to	receive	salvation	when	the	Savior	came	to	them.	Notice	that	the	stone	that	stumbled	
the	Jews	was	laid	before	the	Jews	by	God.	Paul	quoted	Isaiah	28:16	to	show	that	this	was	always	
God’s	intention	–	to	purposefully	stumble	to	Jews,	thereby	teaching	the	world	that	justification	
doesn’t	come	by	works.	The	Jews	had	works	of	the	Law	but	were	the	chief	rejecters	of	God’s	Savior.	
Yet,	God	used	Jewish	stumbling	to	open	the	door	of	opportunity	to	Gentiles	–	those	ignorant	of	the	
Law.	The	Word	shows	that	God	planned	for	the	Jews	to	stumble,	even	causing	them	to	do	so,	in	order	
that	He	could	offer	justification	to	Gentiles,	those	ignorant	of	His	commands,	to	prove	that	NO	ONE	
will	be	justified	by	works	of	any	kind	since	NONE	are	able	to	match	the	righteousness	of	God.	
Salvation	comes	by	faith	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	and	by	that	method	alone,	which	the	
history	of	the	Bible	proves	as	true!		
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Proper Prayer 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:1 – Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 
they may be saved.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	all	people	are	conceived	in	sin,	born	as	vessels	fitted	for	destruction,	and	live	
in	rebellion	to	God’s	righteousness.	God	has	determined	some	to	be	vessels	of	mercy,	but	the	rest	will	
receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	wrath	according	to	their	nature.	How	are	we	to	know	who	is	who?	If	
all	of	us	are	sinners	by	nature	(even	as	Christians),	how	are	we	to	deal	with	everyone?	The	Bible	
teaches	that	we	don’t	even	know	the	true	intentions	of	our	own	hearts	and	motives.	How	can	we	
truly	gauge	the	spiritual	condition	of	others?	This	was	especially	challenging	for	Paul	and	the	rest	of	
his	Jewish	brethren	at	the	time.	While	many	Jewish	people	were	coming	to	faith	in	the	Gospel,	most	
of	Israel,	including	the	Jewish	religious	leaders,	were	still	in	rebellion	against	the	testimony	of	Jesus	
as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	Paul	recognized	that	not	all	of	those	who	descended	from	the	
bloodline	of	Abraham	had	the	saving	faith	of	Abraham.	Still,	in	the	mind	of	Paul,	that	was	no	excuse	to	
dismiss	them	and	write	them	off	as	condemned.		

Paul	wrote	that	even	though	many	Jews	were	rejecting	the	Gospel,	he	continued	to	pray	for	Israel	to	
be	saved.	Paul	was	not	stubborn.	Paul	was	obedient.	Paul’s	prayer	reflected	His	trust	in	God’s	eternal	
purposes	and	promises	to	Israel	so	that	his	prayers	were	the	manifestation	of	his	Spirit-filled	
obedience	by	faith.	Psalm	122:6	commands	the	people	of	God	to	pray	for	the	peace	of	Jerusalem.	
Numbers	21:7	shows	that	Moses	interceded	for	the	children	of	Israel	in	the	midst	of	judgment	that	
God	sent	upon	them	for	complaints	in	unbelief.	Samuel	stated	that	if	he	were	to	cease	praying	for	
Israel,	it	would	be	considered	sin.	Instead,	Samuel	“taught	the	good	and	right	way”	by	continuing	to	
pray	for	the	faithful	obedience	of	God’s	people.	King	David	prayed	for	God	to	be	merciful	and	
forgiving	towards	Israel	in	1	Chronicles	21:17.	In	1	Kings	8:38-39	Solomon	asked	the	Lord	to	provide	
Israel	a	chance	to	seek	Him	for	forgiveness	in	the	future	through	the	temple.	Nehemiah	confessed	the	
sins	of	Israel	and	sought	the	forgiveness	and	restoration	of	God’s	people	in	the	land.	Paul	was	simply	
following	the	example	of	faithful	and	obedient	men	according	to	the	Word.		

Paul	explained	that	he	prayed	because	it	was	his	heart’s	desire.	The	word	“desire”	is	the	Greek	word	
“eudokia,”	which	is	used	to	describe	the	will	of	the	Father.	In	other	words,	Paul’s	desire	was	reflective	
of	God’s	own	purposes.	God	gave	Paul	a	desire	in	his	heart	for	His	own	spiritual	and	eternal	purposes,	
especially	concerning	Israel.	The	word	“prayer”	refers	to	an	intense	and	passionate	request	to	God	in	
EXTREME	dependency	on	the	Lord.	This	same	word	is	used	in	Hebrews	5:7	to	describe	the	
passionate	and	desperate	prayers	of	Jesus	to	the	Father	when	He	was	in	this	world.	In	the	same	
manner	that	Jesus	depended	on	the	strength	of	the	Father	to	give	Himself	up	for	death,	Paul	
depended	on	the	Father	to	save	Israel,	even	though	it	appeared	many	of	them	were	lost.	Clearly	the	
current	condition	of	God’s	people	is	not	an	excuse	to	dismiss	any	future	work	God	might	do	in	them.	
Since	none	are	saved	by	righteous	works,	then	the	unrighteous	conduct	of	Israel	would	not	be	a	
factor	in	God’s	willingness	to	save	them.	Paul	simply	wanted	God	to	extend	mercy	to	the	people	He	
promised	He	would	reveal	His	mercy	through,	whether	it	appeared	they	were	deserving	of	it	or	not.	
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Traditions… 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:2-3 – For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.	

The	Word	of	God	is	not	a	book	that	enables	a	person	to	just	pick	it	up,	read	it,	and	know	who	God	is.	
The	Bible	is	a	spiritual	work	produced	by	God	Himself,	intended	to	reveal	things	of	Himself	that	are	
supernatural.	Without	the	understanding	that	only	comes	by	the	provision	of	His	Holy	Spirit,	it	would	
be	impossible	to	understand	the	truth	of	God’s	revelation.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	children	
of	Israel	are	the	primary	examples	of	this	truth.	Paul	explained	how	privileged	the	children	of	Israel	
were	to	receive	an	abundance	of	unique	revelation	from	God.	God	uniquely	revealed	Himself	to	
Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	making	promises	and	covenants	that	He	has	not	made	with	any	other	
people	group.	God	uniquely	appeared	to	the	children	of	Israel	as	a	thunderous	cloud	of	smoke	and	
fire	at	Mount	Sinai	to	reveal	His	righteousness	through	the	Law.	The	Lord	did	countless	other	things	
at	various	times	in	human	history	that	were	unique	to	descendants	of	Abraham	for	the	benefit	and	
progress	of	Israel.	No	other	nation	has	ever	received	this	sort	of	favor	and	revelation	from	God.		

Knowing	this,	one	would	assume	that	the	Jews	know	more	about	God	than	any	other	people	group.	
Yet,	Paul	confessed	that	this	was	not	so.		The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	reveals	the	truth	of	God’s	
righteousness	and	glory	and	power,	yet	the	majority	of	Jews,	especially	the	religious	leaders,	were	
rejecting	the	Gospel.	According	to	Paul,	this	was	the	will	of	God.	Why	would	God	have	purpose	to	do	
this?	Why	would	God	do	so	much	to	reveal	Himself	to	so	many	people	in	an	exclusive	and	unique	
way,	only	to	make	those	people	reject	the	ultimate	pinnacle	of	His	manifestation?	God	was	simply	
proving	that	no	person	would	be	able	to	please	Him	by	human	efforts,	thinking,	reasoning,	or	works.		

Paul	spoke	of	this	truth	by	firsthand	experience.	Paul	confessed	that	he	bore	witness	to	the	struggles	
of	the	Jews.	Recall	that	before	he	was	called	by	Jesus,	Paul	was	a	chief	persecutor	of	the	Jewish	church	
and	the	Gospel.	Though	trained	up	beyond	all	others	in	the	Word,	he	was	a	passionate	opposer	of	
God’s	revelation	until	God	changed	his	heart.	Paul	confessed	that	there	were	many	others	like	him	–	
those	who	were	also	zealous	for	God,	but	not	according	to	the	truth	of	His	revelation.	There	were	
Jews	who	were	passionate	about	spiritual	things,	but	didn’t	necessarily	rely	on	God	to	know	the	truth	
of	His	spiritual	work.	They	didn’t	understand	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	even	though	they	
received	so	much	revelation.	How	could	this	be?	They	sought	to	“establish	their	own	righteousness.”	
In	other	words,	those	who	received	God’s	revelation	rejected	the	supremacy	of	His	authority,	and	
sought	to	make	their	own	thinking	and	reasoning	to	be	equal	as	God’s.	They	figured	they	could	
understand	God	by	their	own	logic	and	effort,	absent	humility	and	repentance.	They	figured	they	
could	just	read	words	and	do	what	they	said,	but	God	proclaimed	that	“obedience”	without	
repentance	is	just	lip	service.	Over	time,	the	Jews	upheld	their	own	traditions	that	were	based	on	
spiritual	things	that	concerned	God,	but	had	no	idea	who	God	was.	This	was	an	epidemic	then	as	it	
remains	so	today,	continuing	to	prove	that	faith	and	faith	alone	pleases	God,	which	ONLY	comes	by	
the	supernatural	provision	of	God,	not	human	effort	or	intellect.		
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Everyone Who Believes 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:4 – For Christ [is] the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.	

There	is	a	common	misconception	among	many	Christians	today.	Many	think	that	if	we	do	good	
things	that	are	Biblical,	we	can	become	better	Christians.	Many	people	live	by	a	standard	that	if	they	
abstain	from	doing	bad	things,	they	can	improve	as	Christians	and	have	better	lives.	Hence,	many	
Christians	are	involved	in	unspoken	competitions	with	one	another,	comparing	themselves	one	to	
another,	to	examine	whether	they	are	“better”	or	not.	This	is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches.	This	is	the	
essence	of	self-righteousness.	This	is	the	basis	of	legalism.	This	is	fueled	by	ignorance	of	the	truth	of	
God’s	Word	and	perpetuated	by	improper	teaching	of	the	scriptures.	In	order	to	fix	this	issue	in	
churches	across	the	world,	it	is	imperative	that	we	understand	the	TRUE	Gospel	message.		

The	Bible	teaches	that	no	one	is	righteous	and	that	all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	All	people	are	
conceived	in	sin	and	born	spiritually	dead,	separated	from	God,	and	worthy	of	condemnation	into	
hell.	All	people	spend	the	rest	of	their	lives	proving	these	Biblical	claims	as	true.	God	selected	the	
children	of	Israel	to	be	His	special	treasure,	the	weakest	and	perhaps	most	stubborn	and	rebellious	
group	in	the	world.	God	gave	His	people	exceptionally	unique	revelation	of	His	righteousness	as	well	
His	Law.	Though	the	children	of	Israel	had	all	of	this	help,	they	proved	no	one	is	able	to	be	justified	by	
what	we	do	or	don’t	do.	No	one	can	please	God	no	matter	how	hard	we	try	and	desire.	God’s	Law	
proved	this	true,	and	so	it	became	a	curse,	proving	the	flaws	and	offensive	nature	of	mankind.		

The	scriptures	explain	that	God	took	it	upon	Himself	to	deal	with	this	spiritual	problem.	He	took	the	
form	of	flesh	as	Jesus	the	Christ,	and	fulfilled	every	jot	and	tittle	of	His	own	righteous	standards	while	
living	as	flesh	and	blood.	Jesus	died	to	Himself,	gave	up	His	life,	and	paid	for	all	offenses	ever	
committed	against	the	Father	by	His	own	blood.	He	raised	Himself	from	the	dead	as	He	promised,	
then	ascended	to	the	right	hand	of	the	Father	to	prove	His	holy	righteousness.	Who	but	Jesus	has	
been	able	to	approach	the	throne	of	the	Father	and	sit	next	to	Him	in	glory?	This	is	the	standard	of	
glory	that	God	will	accept,	and	since	no	one	can	duplicate	it,	human	effort	is	a	sham	in	God’s	
economy.	Thankfully,	Jesus	became	our	righteousness.	As	such,	He	is	“the	end	of	the	Law”.	Those	who	
place	their	trust	in	the	testimony	of	Jesus	will	escape	judgment	according	to	the	Law.	Since	offense	in	
any	point	of	the	Law	results	in	offense	to	the	entire	Law,	everyone	is	guilty!	With	faith	in	who	Jesus	is	
and	what	He	did,	we	are	able	to	escape	this	judgment.	Jesus	activated	an	end	to	the	law	for	believers	
“for	righteousness.”	The	word	“for”	is	the	Greek	preposition	“eis,”	denoting	a	direction	“into”	
something.	Faith,	and	faith	alone	is	the	means	by	which	any	person	is	able	to	enter	“into”	the	
righteousness	of	God.	Salvation	is	based	on	God’s	declaration.	Believers	aren’t	made	righteous	in	this	
life.	How	then	could	a	believer	become	a	better	Christian?	If	we	needed	faith	to	receive	the	Spirit	of	
God	when	we	got	saved,	why	do	we	think	we	can	suddenly	perform	well	to	please	God	so	that	we	
compare	ourselves	one	to	another?	Jesus	is	the	standard	of	comparison	in	God’s	eyes.	We	should	all	
remember	that	the	means	by	which	we	were	saved	(faith)	is	the	means	by	which	we	remain	saved,	
and	walk	in	salvation.	Jesus	takes	us	into	His	righteousness,	not	our	own.		
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Life or Death? 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:5 – For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, 
"The man who does those things shall live by them."	

When	God	took	the	children	of	Israel	out	of	the	bondage	of	Egypt,	He	had	to	explain	the	
principles	of	His	righteousness	to	the	people	who	had	not	previously	known	it.	The	people	had	
lived	in	Egypt	according	to	pagan	Egyptian	culture	and	God’s	purpose	was	to	set	them	free,	not	
just	from	the	bondage	of	hard	slave	labor,	but	also	the	bondage	of	idolatry	and	spiritual	
depravity.	God	revealed	His	righteousness	to	the	children	of	Israel	through	the	Law	that	He	gave	
to	Moses.	The	principle	of	God’s	righteousness	was	simply	summarized	in	Leviticus	18:5	where	
God	said,	“The	man	who	does	those	things	shall	live	by	them.”	

This	concept	is	actually	very	simple.	It	teaches	that	those	who	do	what	God	says	will	live.	The	
contrary	point	is	implied	and	is	also	true.	Those	who	disobey	God’s	commands	will	die.	God	told	
the	Israelites	that	His	purpose	in	removing	Israel	from	Egypt	was	so	that	they	could	worship	
Him	exclusively	and	properly.	The	children	of	Israel	were	to	be	totally	separated	in	mind	and	
practice	from	the	culture	and	religion	of	the	Egyptians.	God	reminded	the	children	of	Israel	how,	
even	though	the	Egyptian	ways	were	familiar,	they	were	wrong,	as	evidenced	by	the	destruction	
that	God	caused	against	them.	Hence,	it	was	clear	to	see	that	those	who	disobey	God,	indeed	die.	
The	children	of	Israel	that	followed	Moses	through	the	wilderness	had	all	the	incentive	they	
needed	to	obey	God	and	live.		

The	Apostle	Paul	quoted	this	verse	from	Leviticus	18:5	to	explain	the	issues	of	self-
righteousness	through	the	Law.	Why	can’t	people	earn	their	way	into	heaven?	Why	can’t	people	
do	things	to	please	God	and	gain	His	approval?	The	answer	to	these	questions	is	given	in	the	
covenant	that	God	made	with	Israel.	The	Law	promises	that	those	who	do	what	God	says	will	
live.	Those	who	disobey	God	will	die.	Those	are	the	terms	of	God’s	deal	for	those	who	want	to	try	
and	please	God	by	works	of	conduct.	The	problem	is	that	Paul	already	proved	that	the	human	
soul	is	conceived	in	corruption	and	lives	to	rebel	against	God.	Offense	in	one	point	of	the	Law	is	
equal	to	guilt	concerning	the	entire	Law.	According	to	God’s	deal,	this	would	result	in	death.		

Though	people	try	to	impress	and	please	God	by	what	they	do	or	don’t	do,	to	live	apart	from	
faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus	Christ	is	to	live	according	to	the	covenant	of	
the	Law.	This	means	that	ONLY	those	who	do	what	God	says	–	to	perfection	–	will	live.	If	there	is	
a	person	who	can	fulfill	every	jot	and	tittle	of	the	Law	like	Jesus	did,	God	would	allow	them	into	
His	kingdom	without	faith.	The	problem	is	that	no	one	is	righteous.	Thus,	to	live	by	the	covenant	
of	the	Law	is	indeed	a	death	sentence,	and	it	has	always	been	this	way.	Only	those	who	can	
match	the	perfect	and	holy	righteousness	of	God	are	able	to	please	Him.	Since	that	is	no	one,	that	
leaves	salvation	by	faith	as	the	only	option.	Thanks	be	to	God	for	making	that	option	available!		
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The Word of Faith 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:6-8 – But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not 
say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down [from 
above]) or, " 'Who will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" 
(that is, the word of faith which we preach) ..."	

God	has	ALWAYS	taught	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith”	AND	ALSO	explained	what	faith	actually	is.	
In	Deuteronomy	Chapter	30	God	spoke	to	Moses	summarizing	the	Law.	God	previously	explained	
that	obedience	to	His	commands	would	result	in	blessings	pertaining	to	the	promises	previously	
made	to	Abraham.	God’s	commands	also	warned	of	certain	curses	that	would	be	administered	in	the	
case	of	unrepentant	disobedience.	However,	God	NEVER	intended	on	the	administration	of	blessings	
and	curses	to	be	dependent	on	the	performance	of	His	people.	Deuteronomy	30:6	explains	that	God	
would	be	the	One	to	circumcise	the	hearts	of	His	people,	thereby	enabling	them	to	“love”	Him	unto	
obedience,	enabling	the	distribution	of	blessings	rather	than	curses.		

God’s	explanation	of	the	Law	clearly	stated	that	the	administration	of	blessings	and	curses	would	be	
His	responsibility	based	on	His	provision	of	righteousness	through	“circumcision	of	heart.”	The	
Apostle	Paul	quoted	Deuteronomy	30:11-14	to	compare	God’s	explanation	in	the	Law	to	the	
testimony	of	the	Gospel,	thereby	explaining	what	true	Biblical	faith	is.	God	told	the	children	of	Israel	
during	the	days	of	Moses	that	their	ability	to	receive	the	benefits	of	God’s	blessings	would	not	require	
their	effort.	They	would	not	have	to	figure	out	“how	to	ascend	into	heaven.”	God	brought	the	Word	
down	to	them.	They	would	not	have	to	figure	out	“who	will	descend	into	the	abyss”	to	escape	God’s	
curses.	God	provided	the	means	for	escape.	Notice	that	God	assured	the	people,	“The	Word	is	near	
you,	in	your	mouth	and	in	hour	heart.”	God	provided	the	means	to	escape	judgment	and	receive	
blessings,	and	that	provision	had	NOTHING	to	do	with	human	desire,	determination,	ability.		

God’s	mention	of	the	descent	from	heaven,	into	the	abyss,	and	ascension	into	heaven	is	the	testimony	
of	Jesus	Christ	as	the	provision	of	the	Father	to	escape	the	judgment	of	God	and	receive	the	benefits	
of	His	eternally	unconditional	promises.	Notice	Paul	referred	to	“righteousness	of	faith,”	meaning	the	
righteousness	that	come	“out	of”	faith.	Faith	produces	righteousness	when	faith	is	not	in	human	
ability	to	escape	God’s	judgment	or	gain	God’s	blessings	(blessings	previously	declared	in	the	Word).	
True	Biblical	faith	is	based	on	the	understanding	that	God	alone	provides	the	way	of	escape	of	eternal	
curses.	He	alone	circumcises	the	heart	to	prepare	His	people	to	receive	His	eternal	blessings.	Faith	
DOES	NOT	produce	the	belief	that	we	as	people	can	do	work	equal	to	Jesus’	authority	and	power.	We	
cannot	ascend	into	heaven	by	our	own	works.	We	cannot	raise	ourselves	from	the	deep	depths	of	
death	and	escape	God’s	wrath.	Faith	does	not	cause	Jesus	to	be	the	Word	incarnate.	Faith	does	not	
cause	Jesus	to	raise	from	the	dead.	True	Biblical	faith	rests	on	the	proclamation	of	what	has	already	
occurred	through	Jesus,	whether	we	believe	it	or	not;	and	was	absent	our	participation	and	
understanding	as	made	evident	in	God’s	declaration	of	promise	long	ago.		
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Confessing The Lord Jesus 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:9 – That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved	

Church	tradition	has	looked	at	Romans	10:9	as	the	4th	step	of	the	“Romans	road	to	salvation.”	
However,	to	take	this	verse	out	of	its	context	makes	the	power	of	the	verse	difficult	to	understand	
and	receive.	The	scriptures	clearly	show	that	“confession”	and	“faith”	are	the	things	that	enable	
salvation.	What	does	it	mean	to	“confess?”	What	is	it	that	“belief”	is	supposed	to	consist	of?	Often	
times,	evangelical	messages	make	it	seem	as	if	a	mere	verbal	proclamation	of	Jesus’	resurrection	is	
sufficient	to	quality	one	as	worthy	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	That	is	not	at	all	what	the	Bible	teaches.	
There	are	plenty	of	other	passages	that	deal	with	the	concepts	of	“confession”	and	“belief”	in	more	
detail.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	keep	the	full	context	of	God’s	Word	in	mind	when	dealing	with	
simple	statements	such	as	Romans	10:9.	

First,	consider	the	context	of	Paul’s	letter	in	Romans.	Previously,	Paul	quoted	the	testimony	of	
Deuteronomy	Chapter	30	to	explain	the	concept	of	faith	that	produces	righteousness	in	the	eyes	of	
God.	There,	God	promised	that	He	would	provide	“circumcision	of	heart”	in	order	that	His	people	
would	be	able	to	escape	the	misery	of	His	curses	because	of	sin,	and	receive	the	benefits	of	His	
blessings	according	to	His	promises.	There,	God	established	that	the	works	and	performance	of	His	
people	would	NOT	be	the	means	by	which	His	people	escape	judgment	and	receive	blessings.	God	
Himself	would	provide	the	way.	Paul	stated	that	the	incarnation,	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	
of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	is	the	means	by	which	God	provided	escape	from	judgment	
and	admittance	into	blessings.	Biblical	faith	requires	that	we	trust	in	the	testimony	of	Jesus	as	the	
Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	thereby	qualifying	Him	to	do	as	God	promised	in	Deuteronomy	Chapter	30.		

Faith	in	this	Gospel	requires	a	response.	It	is	important	to	remember	that	God	is	the	provider	of	ALL	
things	concerning	salvation.	God	revealed	His	righteousness	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus.	Since	He	
provided	the	subject	of	faith,	He	also	provides	the	ability	to	believe,	showing	that	He	must	also	be	
responsible	for	the	response	that	faith	produces,	which	is	“confession.”	Biblical	“confession”	doesn’t	
refer	to	a	verbal	proclamation.	It	is	the	bi-product	of	faith,	producing	an	outward	effect	based	on	an	
inward	conviction	to	agree	with	the	testimony	of	the	Gospel.	In	the	context	of	the	Bible,	“confession”	
deals	with	our	agreement	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	that	fulfilled	all	of	the	Father’s	
promises	on	the	basis	of	grace.	As	such,	this	conviction	produces	an	inward	humility	that	governs	our	
lives	so	that	we	no	longer	depend	on	our	efforts	to	please	God.	Instead,	we	depend	on	the	Lord	Jesus	
because	He	is	God;	because	He	is	the	fulfillment	of	the	Father’s	promises.	This	is	why	“confession”	is	
directed	towards	Jesus’	identity	as	“Lord,”	referring	to	Him	as	Master,	King,	and	God.	This	is	why	faith	
must	be	focused	on	His	bodily	resurrection;	because	His	resurrection	proves	Him	as	God,	the	
Messiah,	and	is	a	past	work	that	has	already	been	done,	thereby	disqualifying	any	future	work	we	
think	we	can	do	to	please	God.	God	is	already	pleased	with	the	work	that	Jesus	has	done,	not	ours.	
This	is	what	the	Word	of	God	teaches.	Confession	and	faith	in	this	truth	expresses	that	we	agree	with	
God’s	Word	and	will	live	in	humble	submission	to	it	instead	of	trying	to	earn	our	way	into	heaven.		
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Source of Salvation 
 

Scripture: Romans 10:10 – For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.	

The	Book	of	Romans	began	by	reminding	the	people	of	God	that	none	are	righteous	and	that	God	will	
reveal	His	wrath	against	the	ungodly	and	unrighteous.	The	scriptures	explain	that	all	people	are	
conceived	in	sin	and	are	born	as	vessels	fitted	for	destruction.	However,	God,	desiring	to	manifest	His	
power	and	glory	through	the	Gospel,	appointed	some	corrupted	vessels	to	be	instruments	of	
righteousness	according	to	His	mercy	and	grace.	This	process	is	called	“justification,”	where	God	
declares	the	unrighteous	as	righteous	because	of	the	faith	in	His	testimony	that	He	implants	by	
mercy.	The	effects	of	justification	result	in	“salvation.”	We	refer	to	the	essence	of	our	faith	as	
“salvation”	because	in	faith,	God	rescues	and	preserves	His	people	from	destruction	and	wrath.	God	
uses	His	sovereign	control	and	power	to	keep	His	people	separate	from	the	revelation	of	His	wrath,	
thereby	preserving	the	souls	of	those	who	are	conformed	to	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	by	faith.		

The	Apostle	Paul	explain	how	this	work	takes	place	from	our	perspective.	From	God’s	perspective,	
this	work	is	easy.	God	makes	a	declaration	based	on	a	determination	He	made	before	He	formed	the	
world,	and	the	work	is	done	–	the	unrighteous	are	declared	righteous	and	separated	from	wrath	to	be	
conformed	to	the	glory	of	the	Lord	at	a	later	time.	This	are	a	little	more	complicated	from	our	
perspective.	Salvation	is	the	result	of	faith	and	confession.	First	faith	stems	from	the	heart.	Faith	is	
the	work	of	God	Himself	according	to	His	New	Covenant	promises.	Since	we	must	believe	“with	the	
heart,”	someone	besides	self	must	put	faith	in	the	heart	that	is	naturally	corrupted,	deceitful	above	all	
things,	and	desperately	wicked.	Since	everything	reproduces	of	its	own	kind,	the	natural	human	heart	
could	not	produce	faith	that	pleases	God	on	its	own.	This	is	why	the	essence	of	God’s	New	Covenant	
promises	is	so	important.	God	promised	in	the	New	Covenant	to	heal	the	heart	by	taking	residence	
within	those	who	are	humble	and	contrite	in	order	to	restore	and	revive	that	which	is	naturally	
corrupted.	He	swore	He	would	do	this	by	His	own	blood,	which	He	did	as	Jesus	Christ.		

The	Bible	explains	that	faith	produces	righteousness.	This	does	not	mean	that	believers	are	made	
righteous.	Since	faith	is	the	work	of	God,	then	the	righteousness	that	comes	from	faith	must	be	the	
work	of	God	too.	The	supernatural	work	of	God	to	restore	the	corrupted	heart	produces	an	effect	that	
mirrors	God’s	own	righteousness	as	exemplified	by	Jesus	Christ.	This	supernatural	effect	is	described	
as	“confession.”	Notice	that	Paul	said	that	confession	is	specifically	with	“the	mouth.”	This	idea	
emphasizes	an	outward	manifestation,	which	is	directly	tied	to	the	inward	work	God	does.	Recall	that	
Jesus	taught	that	the	mouth	speaks	from	the	abundance	of	the	heart.	The	“confession”	of	salvation	is	
a	direct	result	of	the	change	that	God	makes	to	the	heart	by	implanting	faith	in	His	promises	in	the	
heart.	The	word	“confession”	means	“to	place	together	in	words.”	This	refers	to	agreement	to	the	
Gospel.	Paul	was	not	ashamed	of	the	Gospel	and	was	separated	unto	the	Gospel	so	that	His	life	
matched	the	life	of	Jesus	and	His	purposes.	This	is	“confession,”	which	is	only	made	possible	by	the	
inward	work	that	God	does	to	the	heart.	This	is	what	it	is	to	be	saved.	When	God’s	people	are	rescued	
from	death	and	separated	from	wrath,	this	is	the	supernatural	effect	that	takes	place.		
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A Sure Foundation  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:11 – For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame."	

When	Jesus	taught	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	He	gave	a	parable	of	two	types	of	people:	those	who	
build	a	“house”	on	sand,	and	those	who	build	upon	a	rock.	Jesus	was	speaking	about	the	manner	in	
which	people	decide	to	live;	the	philosophical	ideas	that	motivate	actions	and	decisions.	Though	it	
seemed	like	the	reference	to	“building”	encourages	“works,”	Jesus	was	actually	using	a	familiar	
principle	from	the	Prophet	Isiah	that	dealt	with	faith.	Jesus	said,	“Therefore	whoever	hears	these	
sayings	of	Mine,	and	does	them,	I	will	liken	him	to	a	wise	man	who	built	his	house	on	the	rock.”	Jesus	
emphasized	that	the	wise	are	those	who	hear	AND	do	that	which	Jesus	says.	Jesus	said	that	the	
outcome	of	those	people	will	be	so	that	the	structure	of	their	lives	–	their	spiritual	integrity	–	will	not	
be	destroyed.	Thus,	the	foundation	for	the	structure	is	a	picture	of	faith	while	the	structure	itself	
would	symbolize	the	effects	of	faith.	To	build	on	sand	is	to	build	a	false	structure	that	will	not	stand	
the	trial	of	God’s	judgment;	whereas	to	build	on	the	rock	is	to	build	a	similar	structure,	but	it	is	the	
foundation	that	keeps	the	structure	erect,	able	to	survive	the	trial	of	God’s	judgment.		

Jesus’	point	was	simple.	God	will	judge	everyone.	Everyone	has	works	to	show	for,	but	only	those	
whose	conduct	in	life	is	supported	by	faith	will	remain	preserved	through	God’s	coming	judgment.	
The	Prophet	Isaiah	explained	what	“the	rock”	is	in	order	to	establish	what	the	“foundation”	of	faith	
must	be.	In	Isaiah	28:16	God	said,	“Therefore	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	‘Behold,	I	lay	in	Zion	a	stone	for	
a	foundation,	a	tried	stone,	a	precious	cornerstone,	a	sure	foundation;	whoever	believes	will	not	act	
hastily.’”	The	context	of	Isaiah’s	writing	was	speaking	towards	the	evil	of	Israel’s	leadership.	The	
leaders	of	the	northern	kingdom	had	departed	from	God’s	commands,	made	up	their	own	religious	
system,	invented	their	own	forms	of	spiritual	value,	and	lied	to	the	people	about	the	warnings	of	
God’s	judgment.	The	northern	kingdom	was	filled	with	false	prophets	and	spiritual	gurus	that	
blasphemed	the	truth	of	God’s	Word.	God	said	they	would	be	judged,	but	the	people	claimed	that	
God’s	judgments	were	false	and	that	they	could	work	their	own	way	out	of	harm	and	disaster.		

God	promised	to	prove	these	people	wrong.	He	said	that	He	would	provide	a	“rock,”	referring	to	
Messiah.	His	judgment	would	come,	and	those	who	“believed”	upon	the	provision	of	God’s	“rock”	
would	NOT	be	put	to	shame	in	order	to	prove	the	corrupted	and	futile	nature	of	self-righteousness	of	
the	false	teachers.	When	God’s	judgment	came,	those	who	built	their	lives	on	the	effects	of	their	own	
efforts	would	prove	the	foundation	of	their	lives	as	weak	as	they	were	destroyed.	Those	who	built	
their	lives	on	God’s	provision	of	the	Rock	by	faith,	would	be	preserved	from	God’s	judgment	and	be	
unashamed.	Thus,	when	Paul	stated	that	salvation	comes	by	faith,	he	not	only	quoted	Old	Testament	
teachings	that	God	had	been	revealing	for	hundreds	of	years,	but	also	agreed	with	Jesus	Himself.	The	
point	of	God’s	coming	judgment	is	repeated	throughout.	Those	who	escape	are	those	who	trust	in	
God’s	provision	for	escape	–	faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus	as	“the	Rock.”	Those	
who	think	they	can	escape	by	living	according	to	their	own	standards	will	face	God	in	shame	unto	
destruction.	Clearly,	the	scriptures	demand	faith	to	face	God	unashamed.		
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Whoever Calls…  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:12-13 – For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the 
same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of 
the LORD shall be saved."	

When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	expressed	his	grief	about	the	way	that	his	
brethren,	the	Jews,	were	responding	to	the	preaching	and	teaching	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	Most	
of	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	were	not	accepting	of	the	Gospel,	and	many	common	Jews	followed	
their	lead.	Paul	was	saddened	about	this	truth,	but	not	confused	about	it.	Paul’s	understanding	of	the	
Word	and	the	eternal	plans	and	purposes	of	God	enabled	Paul	to	understand	why	Israel	was	rejecting	
the	Gospel.	Paul,	having	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	unto	salvation,	was	equipped	
with	understanding	because	of	that	revelation.	The	circumstances	of	Paul’s	people	were	difficult	to	
deal	with,	but	he	was	able	to	persevere	in	spite	of	the	difficulty	because	he	understood	the	ways	that	
God	was	working	according	to	His	declarations	in	the	Word.		

Paul	was	not	surprised	by	Israel’s	rejection	of	the	Gospel,	in	spite	of	the	extent	of	revelation	they	
received,	because	he	recognized	that	the	means	to	salvation	is	the	same	for	everyone.	No	matter	a	
person’s	family	history	or	heritage,	both	Jews	and	Gentiles	are	saved	by	the	exact	same	manner	–	
faith.	It	is	true	that	Israel	received	unique	and	special	revelation	in	their	history.	However,	according	
to	the	Bible,	ALL	people	have	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness.	The	children	of	Israel	
received	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	in	unique	ways,	but	they	were	still	expected	to	receive	
that	revelation	by	faith	just	the	same	as	anyone	else.	The	quality	of	revelation	doesn’t	mean	that	God	
favors	one	person	over	another	so	that	manifestation	of	God’s	righteousness	is	sufficient	to	save.	The	
manifestation	of	God’s	righteousness	must	still	be	received	by	faith,	whether	Jew	or	Gentile.	God	
reveals	His	righteousness,	mercy,	and	grace	to	everyone,	which	means	that	everyone	is	required	to	
receive	it	in	the	manner	that	God	proclaimed	–	by	faith.		

Paul	wrote	that	the	same	Lord	is	rich	to	all	who	call	upon	Him.	This	means	that	God	leverages	His	
riches	for	the	purpose	of	salvation	(we	would	be	wise	to	do	the	same).	Yet,	this	salvation	is	made	
available	to	ANYONE	who	“calls	upon	Him.”	This	“call”	is	synonymous	with	faith.	The	Greek	word	for	
“call”	means	to	invoke	or	worship	in	this	context.	To	invoke	is	to	appeal	to	an	authority,	which	means	
to	acknowledge	God’s	eternal	power	and	Godhead,	sovereign	control,	and	mercy.	These	
characteristics	of	God	cannot	be	known	unless	He	first	reveals	them,	showing	that	our	“call”	is	not	
inspired	by	our	own	understanding	or	decision.	Our	“call”	upon	the	Lord	is	based	on	the	revelation	
God	first	provides	to	us.	Our	“call”	to	the	Lord	is	the	bi-product	of	God’s	work	to	engage	those	He’s	
determined	to	be	vessels	of	mercy	and	righteousness.	This	is	grace	and	it	has	already	been	
established	that	God	will	show	favor	on	whom	He	pleases.	This	is	true	of	Jew	or	Gentile,	and	it	has	
always	been	this	way.	Paul	quoted	Joel	2:32	to	show	that	God’s	expectation	for	faith	has	always	been	
the	means	of	salvation	since	before	Jesus	was	incarnate.	God’s	salvation	is	the	guaranteed	work	of	His	
own	hands	based	on	His	own	declaration.	That	opportunity	has	always	been	made	available	by	
means	of	faith,	which	requires	the	people	of	God	to	“call”	upon	Him,	whether	Jew	or	Gentile.				
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Faith First!  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:14 – How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher?	

The	point	of	the	Book	of	Romans	aims	to	teach	that,	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	This	principle	
explains	that	God’s	declaration	of	righteousness	is	sufficient	to	remove	one	from	the	condemnation	of	
hell,	but	this	benefit	only	comes	by	the	channel	of	faith.	God	swore	that	He	would	satisfy	the	
requirements	of	the	Law	Himself,	which	He	did	as	Jesus	Christ	–	God	in	flesh.	God	did	this	work	
according	to	a	promise	that	He	swore	to	Himself	that	He	would	do	on	the	basis	of	mercy	and	grace.	
Though	all	people	are	like	vessels	fitted	for	destruction	in	God’s	judgment	because	of	depravity,	God	
paid	the	total	cost	of	sin	by	His	own	blood	in	order	that	He	could	appoint	some	of	those	vessels	fitted	
for	destruction	to	be	vessels	of	mercy	and	instruments	of	His	righteousness	instead.	This	work	is	
generally	referred	to	as	“the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,”	since	the	testimony	of	Jesus	is	the	fulfillment	of	
God’s	good	news	to	offer	peace	to	His	creation.		

Romans	explains	that	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	has	been	revealed	to	all	people	at	all	
points	in	history.	God	revealed	His	righteousness	in	various	ways	in	the	past,	but	in	these	last	days	
has	revealed	it	through	Jesus.	Not	that	God	has	stopped	revealing	His	righteousness	in	other	ways	as	
in	the	past,	but	His	revelation	is	FAR	more	pronounced	and	obvious	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	
Christ.	Since	this	is	true,	God	has	provided	a	singular	place	of	focus	for	faith.	Saving	faith	must	be	
directed	towards	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus.	The	point	of	the	Apostle	Paul	is	simple.	
Since	salvation	comes	exclusively	by	faith	in	Jesus,	how	can	there	be	faith	in	Jesus	unless	the	
testimony	of	Jesus	is	provided?	Moreover,	how	can	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ	be	proclaimed	by	a	
preacher	unless	the	message	is	first	authored	for	the	preacher?	

Paul’s	point	in	this	portion	of	scripture	is	not	to	exalt	the	preacher,	but	the	message	preached!	Notice	
that	Paul	separates	two	facets	of	the	salvation	process.	Those	who	desire	to	be	saved	must	“call”	
upon	the	Lord	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	However,	this	“call”	is	motivated	by	faith	that	
precedes	the	call.	Thus,	faith	is	the	foundation	of	salvation,	and	the	“call”	resembles	the	effects,	or	
“works”	of	faith.	This	calling,	or	work	of	faith,	cannot	take	place	unless	the	testimony	of	Jesus	is	
communicated.	That	privilege	is	attributed	to	the	“preacher.”	The	testimony	of	Isaiah	52:7	and	John	
20:21	shows	that	God	appointed	ALL	of	His	people	to	be	proclaimers	of	His	Good	News	in	the	mold	of	
“watchmen”	and	“disciples.”	Still,	how	can	a	“watchman”	look	out	for	the	coming	judgment	of	God	to	
warn	God’s	people	of	coming	deliverance	unless	God	first	makes	the	promise	of	deliverance?	How	
can	the	disciple	follow	in	the	manner	of	salvation	unless	salvation	is	first	sent	to	lead?	Paul’s	point	
here	is	that,	while	faith	results	in	the	calling	unto	the	Lord	for	salvation,	the	message	that	is	preached	
was	authored	by	God	long	before.	It	is	necessary	to	hear	the	Gospel	to	have	faith,	but	it	is	more	
necessary	for	God	to	manifest	His	promise	according	to	His	righteousness,	mercy,	and	grace.	This	is	
how	both	Jews	and	Gentiles	are	able	to	be	saved	apart	from	works:	the	righteous	mercy	and	grace	of	
God	transcends	human	effort	and	human	existence	according	to	the	time	of	His	declarations.		
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Beautiful Feet  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:15 – And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring 
glad tidings of good things!"	

The	point	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	that	God	is	the	Author	and	Finisher	of	faith	and	the	salvation	from	
His	wrath	that	stems	from	it.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome	to	remind	them	that,	“the	
just	shall	live	by	faith.”	Paul	explained	that	faith	is	predicated	on	one’s	acceptance	and	trust	in	the	
Gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	Gospel	is	God’s	“Good	News”	that	explains	His	willingness	to	
extend	mercy	to	those	who	would	otherwise	be	deserving	of	destruction.	This	mercy	is	offered	
exclusively	through	forgiveness	of	sins	on	account	of	the	spiritual	cleaning	work	that	Jesus	Christ	
fulfilled	through	His	incarnation,	life,	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension.	This	work	was	motivated	by	
God,	orchestrated	by	God,	fulfilled	by	God,	and	made	functional	by	God.	If	not	for	the	grace	of	God	to	
offer	this	favor,	we	would	all	be	condemned.		

Paul’s	point	was	clear.	Since	the	Gospel	is	the	means	by	which	people	learn	about	God’s	forgiveness	
of	sin	and	understand	the	identity	of	Jesus,	those	who	preach	the	Gospel	are	seen	as	“beautiful.”	Here,	
it	is	important	to	recognize	a	few	things.	First,	that	which	is	“beautiful”	is	not	the	one	who	preaches.	If	
not	for	the	power,	authority,	and	mercy	of	God	to	first	“send”	the	preacher,	there	would	be	no	
preacher.	God	is	not	just	the	author	of	the	message,	but	is	the	means	by	which	it	is	distributed	as	well.	
Any	beauty	that	is	to	be	beheld	is	on	account	of	God’s	own	miraculous	work	to	use	a	corrupted	vessel	
for	good	purposes.	Second,	the	reference	to	“beauty”	is	an	Old	Testament	quotation	from	Isaiah	52:7.	
There,	the	Bible	describes	“beauty”	as	“comeliness.”	This	means	that	those	who	preach	the	Gospel	are	
“comely”	in	the	eyes	of	God.	The	word	that	Paul	used	to	quote	this	verse	explains	that	“beauty”	is	the	
result	of	“belonging	to	the	right	hour	or	season.”	Thus,	the	idea	of	“beauty”	is	made	manifest	through	
those	who	submit	to	the	authorship	of	God’s	Good	News	and	engage	in	His	purpose	to	distribute	it	
according	to	His	promises.	Hence,	the	Bible	describes	“beauty”	as	those	who	believe	and	entrust	their	
lives	to	God’s	eternal	purposes	for	His	glory.		

This	concept	is	proven	true	in	Paul’s	reference	to	the	Gospel	as	“the	Gospel	of	Peace.”	The	only	other	
time	the	Bible	refers	to	the	Gospel	in	this	manner	is	in	Ephesians	6:15	where	Paul	wrote,	“Shod	your	
feet	with	the	preparation	of	the	gospel	of	peace…”	This	exhortation	is	a	synopsis	of	the	ministry	of	
John	the	Baptist.	John	identified	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	and	Son	of	God.	John	explained	why	Jesus	was	
coming	as	“the	Lamb	of	God.”	John	called	the	people	to	repent	in	preparation	for	the	coming	King.	By	
extension,	John	fulfilled	the	Word	that	prophesied	of	his	ministry	to	“make	straight	and	prepare	the	
way.”	John	the	Baptist	surrendered	his	life	and	the	comforts	available	to	him	in	order	to	fulfill	his	
purpose	in	the	Word.	John	proclaimed	and	taught	about	forgiveness	of	sins	offered	exclusively	
through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	He	explained	the	need	to	repent.	John’s	ministry	cost	him	his	life,	but	as	
difficult	as	the	message	was	to	proclaim,	he	did	so	with	conviction	knowing	God	as	the	Author	and	
Finisher	of	faith,	the	eternal	promsies	that	stem	from	faith,	and	that	regardless	of	the	difficulty,	it	
would	result	in	peace	with	God	by	the	grace	of	God	because	of	the	work	of	God,	not	his	own.		
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The Lord’s Report  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:16 – But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 
"LORD, who has believed our report?"	

When	considering	the	simplicity	of	the	Gospel,	it	is	difficult	to	accept	how	easy	it	is	for	so	many	
people	to	dismiss	in	ignorance.	Too	many	people	fail	to	understand	the	true	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	As	
a	result,	many	reject,	deny,	and	rebel	against	God	and	His	testimony	of	“Good	News.”	How	is	this	
possible?	How	is	it	possible	that	people	know	God’s	righteousness,	recognize	depravity	and	the	
futility	of	this	life,	and	still	reject	God’s	offer	of	forgiveness,	peace,	rest,	and	blessing?	The	Bible	
actually	goes	great	lengths	to	answer	this	question	candidly.	Unfortunately,	many	people	have	a	hard	
time	accepting	the	truth	of	what	the	scriptures	proclaim.	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	he	was	not	surprised	that	many	people	–	both	Jew	and	Gentile	–	were	
not	willing	to	believe	in	the	testimony	of	the	Gospel.	Paul	wrote	that	though	many	heard	the	truth	of	
the	Gospel	of	God’s	peace,	not	all	“obeyed.”	Here,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	meaning	of	“obey.”	
The	use	of	the	word	“obey”	can	make	it	seem	as	if	“works”	are	required	to	receive	the	Gospel,	and	
works	are	a	part	of	the	offer	of	salvation.	This	is	not	true.	The	Greek	word	“obey”	means	to	submit	to	
a	command.	In	this	context,	Paul	was	writing	that	not	everyone	was	submitting	to	the	testimony	of	
Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	Paul	quoted	another	Old	Testament	verse	to	explain	his	point.		

Paul	quoted	the	prophet	Isaiah	to	explain	his	perspective.	Isaiah	Chapter	53	is	a	continuation	of	the	
issues	dealt	with	in	Isaiah	Chapter	52,	which	was	Paul	previously	quoted	in	Romans	Chapter	10.	
Therefore,	Paul	is	not	just	borrowing	phrases	from	Isaiah,	but	entire	concepts	and	principles	that	are	
taught	in	these	two	chapters.	Isaiah	53:1	asks	the	question,	“Who	has	believed	our	report?”	Here,	it	is	
critical	to	identify	“the	report.”	That	concept	is	explained	in	Isaiah	Chapter	52.	In	fact,	the	entire	
testimony	of	Isaiah	Chapter	52	is	the	“report”	referred	to	in	Isaiah	53:1.	Additionally	helpful	is	the	
second	half	of	Isaiah	53:1,	which	reads,	“And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	Lord	been	revealed?”	The	
Bible	explains	that	“the	arm	of	the	Lord”	and	the	“report”	of	the	Lord	is	one	in	the	same.		

Isaiah	52:10	also	mentions	“the	arm	of	the	Lord.”	There,	God	says,	“The	LORD	has	made	bare	His	holy	
arm	in	the	eyes	of	all	the	nations;	and	all	the	ends	of	the	earth	shall	see	the	salvation	of	our	God.”	The	
“report”	that	Paul	referred	to	is	the	work	of	God	to	manifest	His	holy	arm	unto	salvation,	referring	to	
the	revelation	of	His	righteousness	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God.	Paul	quoted	Isaiah	because	God	knew	
then	that	justification	by	faith	would	be	difficult	to	accept.	The	testimony	of	John	12:37-43	also	
quotes	Isaiah	53:1,	where	Jesus	explains	that	people	fail	to	believe	in	Him	as	the	manifestation	of	
God’s	holy	arm	because	people	love	praises	of	men	more	than	God.	In	other	words,	we	love	darkness	
more	than	light.	We	don’t	believe	because	we	don’t	want	to.	It	wasn’t	a	surprise	to	Paul	that	many	
hear	and	can’t	believe.	If	not	for	the	miraculous	intervention	of	God	to	change	the	heart,	ALL	would	
remain	lost.	Thus,	God	is	right,	regardless	of	how	the	message	is	received.	In	that	ANY	are	saved	at	all	
shows	that	the	message	is	effective.	God	is	not	the	problem.	We	are	the	problem.	Thanks	be	to	God	
that	He	exercises	His	sovereign	and	omnipotent	control	to	provide	favor	in	spite	of	our	true	desires…	
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How Do You Get Saved?  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:17 – So then faith [comes] by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.	

The	question	is	simple:	How	do	you	get	saved?	How	do	you	know	you	have	been	born	again	of	the	
Spirit	of	God,	and	thereby	able	to	escape	the	revelation	of	God’s	wrath	to	the	ungodly	and	
unrighteous?	The	Bible	makes	is	exceptionally	clear	how	salvation	takes	place.	The	problem	is	that	
the	church	has	not	always	spoken	as	clearly	on	this	matter	as	the	Bible	does	throughout	the	church’s	
history.	The	Apostle	Paul	continued	to	make	the	same	point	over	and	over	again	to	prove	that	
salvation	is	the	work	of	God	according	to	faith.	We	all	sin.	God	offers	forgiveness	of	sins	according	to	
His	mercy	and	grace.	That	forgiveness	is	received	EXCLUSIVELY	through	the	channel	of	“faith.”	

This	is	where	things	get	sticky.	Many	people	have	incorrectly	taught	that	“faith”	is	the	effect	of	human	
effort.	In	other	words,	those	who	hear	the	Gospel	must	summon	the	required	“faith”	in	order	to	be	
saved.	It	is	often	taught	that	this	summoning	is	the	result	of	a	passionate	desire,	affection,	or	“love.”	
All	of	these	things	are	general,	arbitrary,	and	incorrect.	Examine	the	statement	of	scripture	carefully.		

First,	the	words,	“so	then”	are	a	Greek	particle.	This	means	that	the	rest	of	Romans	10:17	is	the	
conclusion	of	points	previously	made	–	those	points	referring	to	this	issue	of	Jews	rejecting	the	
Gospel	so	that	Gentiles	can	be	saved	through	their	rejection	according	to	the	sovereign	control	of	
God.	Second,	in	the	Greek	language,	“faith”	is	paired	with	the	definite	article	to	read,	“THE	faith.”	This	
is	referring	to	the	only	brand	of	faith	that	God	is	interested	in.	Next,	the	scriptures	state	that	THE	
supreme	form	of	faith	comes	by	hearing.	The	words	“comes	by”	are	a	Greek	preposition	that	
identifies	the	source	of	something.	In	other	words,	faith	comes	“out	of”	hearing.		

Notice	that	the	source	of	saving	faith	is	not	related	to	a	human.	Saving	faith	comes	out	of	hearing,	
which	requires	human	involvement,	but	only	to	hear.	Previously,	Paul	identified	the	essence	of	what	
is	to	be	heard	–	the	Gospel	that	is	authored	by	God,	fulfilled	by	Jesus,	and	deployed	by	the	Spirit	
through	messengers	filled	with	Him.	God	is	not	only	the	creator	of	the	ears	by	which	people	hear,	but	
the	message	and	means	by	which	hearing	takes	place.	He	does	it	all!	This	disqualifies	ANY	
involvement	of	human	effort.	People	do	not	manufacture	faith	by	intellect,	desire,	or	need.		

Finally,	Paul	wrote	that,	to	be	saved,	we	need	to	hear,	“the	Word	of	God.”	This	phrase	uses	the	Greek	
word	“rhema,”	referring	to	the	declared	words	of	God,	referring	to	the	Bible.	Paul’s	previous	
quotations	of	the	prophet	Isaiah	show	that	it	is	God’s	prophetic	proclamations	about	Jesus	as	the	Son	
of	God	and	Messiah	that	cause	saving	faith.	Thus,	it	is	not	people	that	produce	faith.	It	is	the	
testimony	of	Jesus.	So	then,	what	causes	salvation?	Is	it	as	simple	as	“accepting	Jesus	into	your	
heart?”	The	question	is	answered	simply	this	way:	Have	we	heard	the	truth	about	who	Jesus	is	as	the	
Son	of	God	and	the	Messiah;	heard	about	what	He	has	done,	and	heard	about	what	He	will	do?	If	we	
have	heard,	that	is	sufficient	to	cause	faith	that	pleases	God	and	salvation.	If	we	have	not,	salvation	
cannot	come.				
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No Excuses  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:18 – But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: "Their sound has 
gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world."	

The	scriptures	teach	that	the	just	shall	live	by	faith.	Human	effort,	intellect,	experience,	
accomplishments,	or	desire	has	nothing	to	do	with	God’s	determination	to	pardon	the	guilty.	All	
people	are	guilty	of	offending	God,	and	all	people	need	forgiveness.	God	is	merciful	to	offer	
forgiveness,	but	only	to	those	who	“believe.”	There	is	a	certain	quality	of	faith	that	God	desires	in	
order	to	be	forgiven	of	sin	and	escape	His	coming	judgment.	This	brand	of	faith	only	comes	one	way:	
through	the	hearing	of	the	Gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ.	Faith	only	comes	from	hearing	the	Word	of	
God,	that	is,	the	testimony	of	His	superior	righteousness	and	glory	revealed	through	Jesus	as	the	Son	
of	God	and	Messiah.	Thus,	it	is	the	testimony	of	Jesus	that	enables	faith	unto	forgiveness.	Nothing	
more.	Nothing	less.		

The	chief	argument	of	skeptics	is	this:	What	about	those	who	haven’t	heard	about	Jesus?	If	faith	only	
comes	by	hearing	the	testimony	of	Jesus	according	to	the	scriptures,	are	those	who	have	not	heard	
the	Word	excused	from	guilt?	The	answer	is	simple.	No,	they	are	not.	All	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	
but	God	has	given	all	people	a	chance	to	receive	His	favor.	The	Apostle	Paul	addressed	the	objection	
to	the	Gospel.	How	can	someone	be	saved	who	hasn’t	heard	the	Gospel?	Paul	answered	this	objection	
by	stating	that	everyone	has	heard	the	Gospel.	Everyone	has	heard	the	Word	of	God	that	produces	
faith.	This	means	that	no	one	has	an	excuse.		

The	next	objection	is	also	answered	in	Paul’s	statement.	Some	might	ask,	where	has	“everyone”	heard	
the	Gospel?	Paul	quoted	Psalm	19:3-4	to	answer	this	question.	Psalm	19	begins	by	stating,	“The	
heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God;	and	the	firmament	shows	His	handiwork.	Day	unto	day	utters	
speech,	and	night	unto	night	reveals	knowledge.	[There	is]	no	speech	nor	language	[where]	their	
voice	is	not	heard.	Their	line	has	gone	out	through	all	the	earth,	and	their	words	to	the	end	of	the	
world.	In	them	He	has	set	a	tabernacle	for	the	sun…”	

The	scriptures	are	clear.	The	glory	of	God	has	been	thoroughly	communicated	through	God’s	
creation.	Paul	already	established	this	point	in	Romans	Chapter	1	where	he	wrote	that	God’s	invisible	
attributes	such	as	His	eternal	power	and	godhead	are	seen	in	God’s	creation.	In	Romans	Chapter	2,	
Paul	wrote	that	God	also	imprinted	His	creative	wisdom	and	majesty	in	the	hearts	of	all	people	
through	the	human	conscience.	Thus,	all	people	have	had	a	connection	to	God	to	recognize	that	
someone	older	than	creation	had	to	create	the	world	around	us;	and	someone	wiser	and	more	
powerful	than	a	normal	person	had	to	do	it.	God	laid	the	ground	work	to	entice	people	to	pursue	His	
greatness	and	glory.	The	heavens	themselves	proclaim	the	glory	of	God.	It	is	impossible	to	examine	
the	world	around	us	and	dismiss	the	majesty	and	glory	of	God	as	Creator.	This	means	that	everyone	
has	had	an	opportunity	to	seek	God	and	the	truth	of	Him.	While	all	people	might	not	have	heard	the	
name	“Jesus”	before,	all	people	have	received	the	revelation	of	God’s	glory	and	righteousness,	and	
had	access	to	seek	the	truth	of	Him,	meaning	that	saving	faith	has	been	offered	to	all.	
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Salvation Through Rejection  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:19 – But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: "I will 
provoke you to jealousy by [those who are] not a nation, I will move you to anger by a 
foolish nation."	

The	Bible	explains	that	salvation	is	solely	the	work	of	the	Lord.	There	is	NOTHING	that	people	
contribute	to	God’s	work	of	salvation.	The	simple	evidence	of	this	truth	is	made	manifest	through	the	
work	of	salvation	itself.	In	other	words,	when	we	examine	the	history	of	people	getting	saved,	it	is	
clear	that	the	people	who	got	saved	had	nothing	to	do	with	the	work	of	salvation	that	they	received.	
This	truth	becomes	far	more	evident	when	you	examine	the	history	of	God’s	work	through	nations	
and	people	groups,	rather	than	just	the	individuals.	For	example,	the	Bible	is	clear	to	state	that	
salvation	is	for	the	Jews	first.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	non-Jews	are	excluded	from	salvation,	but	it	is	
important	to	consider	the	means	by	which	salvation	came	to	those	who	were	not	Jewish.	There	are	
millions	of	Gentile	Christians	today,	but	how	did	this	come	to	be?	

The	Apostle	Paul	addressed	two	issues	in	one	statement,	using	Old	Testament	scripture	as	the	basis	
of	his	point.	The	original	issue	posed	was	posed	by	Paul	himself	concerning	the	Jews	that	were	
rejecting	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	How	was	it	that	so	many	of	God’s	people	could	not	receive	God’s	
salvation	originally	intended	for	them,	especially	considering	how	much	unique	revelation	God	had	
provided?	Paul	was	concerned,	but	not	confused.	Paul	explained	that	God	had	always	accounted	for	
the	depraved	hearts	of	Gentiles	and	Jews	in	order	to	save	the	lost.	Just	because	God	called	Abraham,	
Isaac,	and	Jacob,	didn’t	mean	that	each	and	every	one	of	their	descendants	would	believe	in	God’s	
eternal	purposes	and	promises.	Since	faith	is	the	only	way	to	please	God	in	order	to	receive	the	
benefits	of	His	inheritance,	Paul	explained	that	there	would	be	many	Jews	that,	in	fact,	were	not	heirs	
of	God’s	promise	to	Israel.	God	knew	this	all	along	and	exercised	His	sovereign	control	and	supreme	
wisdom	to	bring	salvation	to	the	world	even	in	spite	of	rejection.		

According	to	Paul,	God	clearly	communicated	His	purposes	through	Moses.	Paul	quoted	
Deuteronomy	32:15-21	to	explain	how	God	said	that	Israel	would	reject	the	revelation	of	His	
righteousness,	but	that	He	would	bring	His	people	to	Himself	through	jealousy	by	offering	His	
promises	to	Gentiles.	Thus,	the	plan	of	God	concerning	salvation	was	revealed	during	the	days	of	
Moses,	when	Israel	received	the	blessings	and	curses	of	the	Law.	There,	God	showed	that	He	knew	
about	the	hardness	of	the	hearts	of	His	people,	and	the	depravity	that	would	cause	them	to	express	
self-righteousness	through	idolatry	and	self-empowerment.	There,	God	stated	that	He	would	save	
Gentiles	through	the	Jewish	rejection	of	His	righteous	blessings.	Yet,	God	NEVER	stated	that	He	
would	cut	off	His	people	from	His	promises.	Instead,	God	guaranteed	that	His	people	would	grow	
jealous,	seeing	Gentiles	enjoy	the	benefits	of	God’s	promises,	and	would	repent	of	their	sin	as	a	result,	
thereby	coming	to	God	by	faith.	Hence,	the	only	reason	Gentiles	are	saved	is	because	of	the	Jewish	
rejection	of	God’s	promises.	Nevertheless,	the	point	is	that	God	is	able	to	use	rejection	and	hardness	
of	heart	to	produce	salvation.	In	other	words,	the	sins	of	God’s	people	can’t	keep	Him	from	fulfilling	
His	promises	and	manifesting	His	goodness	and	glory!		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Purposes For Salvation  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:20 – But Isaiah is very bold and says: "I was found by those who 
did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me."	

The	scriptures	present	overwhelming	details	concerning	the	work	of	God	to	save	the	lost	from	the	
condemnation	of	hellfire.	Why	does	God	do	all	of	this?	Some	people	propose	that	God	saves	the	lost	
“because	He	loves	us.”	Unfortunately,	as	unpopular	as	it	might	seem,	God	does	not	save	people	from	
judgment	because	of	“love;”	at	least	not	in	the	manner	that	most	people	think.	The	scriptures	make	it	
abundantly	clear	that	God	saves	people	for	His	own	glory.	Love	is	simply	a	tool	that	God	uses	to	save	
the	lost.	His	chief	motivation	to	save	people	is	to	exalt	His	name	above	all	others.		

As	Paul	explained	why	so	many	Jews	were	having	a	hard	time	accepting	the	Gospel,	he	indirectly	
explained	why	God	saves	anyone	at	all.	Paul	quoted	several	Old	Testament	scriptures	to	show	that	
God	always	knew	His	people	would	reject	the	revelation	of	His	righteousness.	God	always	knew	that	
Israel	would	be	rebellious.	God	always	knew	that	the	Jews	would	reject	His	salvation.	God	always	
knew	that	the	children	of	Israel	would	be	self-righteous.	In	fact,	God	explained	that	He	selected	Israel	
as	“the	apple	of	His	eye”	BECAUSE	they	were	these	kinds	of	people.	God	said	He	loved	Israel,	but	also	
premised	His	affection	for	Israel	by	explaining	what	He	knew	of	their	evil	and	wicked	depravity.		

Why	would	God	choose	such	a	rebellious	people	as	the	filter	by	which	He	examines	all	mankind?	The	
work	of	transformation	that	God	does	in	Israel	to	make	them	pure	and	heirs	of	His	promsies	proves	
that	God	is	supremely	holy,	righteous,	just,	merciful,	gracious,	patient,	powerful,	and	so	forth.	
Consider	Paul’s	explanation.	Paul	taught	that	God	knew	of	Israel’s	rejection	of	His	revelation	of	
righteousness	by	quoting	Deuteronomy	32:15-21.	Paul	then	explained	that	God	prophesied	how	He	
would	leverage	Jewish	rebellion	to	bring	salvation	to	Gentiles	AND	Jews	at	the	same	time.	Paul	
quoted	Isaiah	65:1-2	to	explain	God’s	big-picture	plans	concerning	salvation	for	everyone.		

Think	about	this:	God	used	the	evil	of	Israel	to	save	ignorant	Gentiles	from	wrath	in	order	to	humble	
rebellious	Jews	unto	salvation.	The	Lord	God	Almighty	is	quite	the	multi-tasker!	Isaiah	65:1	explains	
that	God	recognized	the	rebellion	of	Israel	and	would	call	out	to	“a	people	who	did	not	seek	Him,”	
referring	to	Gentiles.	Since	Israel	rejected	God	for	self-righteousness	expressed	through	idolatry,	God	
would	reveal	Himself	to	pagan	idolaters	instead.	God	was	not	cutting	Israel	off	from	His	promises.	
This	was	just	the	manner	in	which	God	would	bring	His	people	back.	Isaiah	65:5	explains	that	the	
Jews	felt	they	were	“holy”	without	the	Lord.	God	would	use	Gentiles	to	prove	them	wrong,	stir	up	a	
jealous	humility,	and	bring	them	back	to	Him	in	repentance.	How	could	the	Jews	be	holy	by	their	
works	of	the	Law	if	Gentiles	start	having	the	Spirit	of	God,	but	are	ignorant	to	the	Law?	As	God	
enabled	Gentiles	to	bear	the	evidence	of	salvation	and	heirs	of	God’s	promises,	Jews	would	
reconsider	their	self-righteousness,	humble	themselves,	and	THEN	be	of	circumcised	heart.	God	
judged	the	self-righteous,	saved	the	ignorant,	and	restored	the	humble	unto	salvation	in	one	swift	
move	that	He	declared	LONG	before	He	began	fulfilling	the	promises.	This	is	why	God,	and	God	alone	
will	receive	glory,	and	His	name	exalted	above	all	others!	Who	but	God	can	do	this?	
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Opportunities Aren’t Lacking…  
 

Scripture: Romans 10:21 – But to Israel he says: "All day long I have stretched out My 
hands to a disobedient and contrary people."	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	will	be	right	and	fair	when	He	reveals	His	wrath	upon	the	unrighteous	and	
ungodly,	whether	Jew	or	Gentile.	The	scriptures	also	explain	that,	just	because	a	person	is	Jewish	by	
heritage	doesn’t	mean	that	they	are	excused	from	sin	because	of	that	heritage.	The	scriptures	are	
clear	to	explain	that	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith,”	not	by	relationship	to	one	another.	Our	connections	
or	affections	for	other	people	doesn’t	have	any	significance	whatsoever	when	God	issues	final	
judgment.	This	means	that	the	children	of	Israel	are	just	as	accountable	to	trust	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah	as	anyone	else.	They	must	be	just	as	dependent	on	the	Lord	and	His	righteousness	
as	anyone	else,	no	matter	the	exotic	nature	of	God’s	revelation	to	them	or	their	cultural	heritage.		

The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	principle	clearly.	He	explained	that	the	Jews	were	not	excused	from	
the	principle	of	“justification	by	faith.”	In	fact,	Paul	explained	that	God	used	the	unbelief	of	His	people	
as	a	means	to	save	Gentiles.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	Israel	was	excused	from	unbelief,	but	shows	that	
God	knows	His	people	don’t	naturally	possess	faith.	This	is	why	faith	comes	by	hearing,	and	hearing	
by	the	Word	of	God.	Paul	recognized	that	there	were	many	Jews	that	were	rejecting	the	testimony	of	
Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	at	his	time.	Paul	also	knew	why	they	were	rejecting	God’s	offer	of	
salvation.	Paul	used	the	scriptures	to	explain	these	difficult	cultural	issues.		

Paul	explained	that	Israel’s	rejection	of	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	was	not	news	to	God.	Israel	had	a	long	
history	of	unbelief.	According	to	the	prophet	Isaiah,	Israel	was	a	“disobedient	and	contrary	people.”	
Paul	quoted	Isaiah	65:2	in	order	to	explain	the	rebellious	nature	of	Israel	throughout	their	history.	
The	scriptures	state	that	God	sought	to	reveal	His	power	and	righteousness	to	Israel	“all	day	long.”	
This	is	a	phrase	that	means	God’s	revelation	was	continuous	throughout	the	course	of	time	that	He	
had	been	dealing	with	Israel.	There	wasn’t	a	moment	where	God	stopped	showing	Himself	to	His	
people.	When	the	scriptures	mention	the	outstretched	hands	of	God,	they	are	referring	to	the	
extension	of	God’s	power	–	equal	to	God’s	creation	power.	In	other	words,	God	not	only	revealed	His	
righteousness,	but	also	the	means	to	receive	it	by	faith,	but	Israel	rejected	God	then	too.		

The	scriptures	identify	the	heritage	of	Israel	as	being	“disobedient	and	contrary.”	The	word	
disobedience	refers	to	the	stubbornness	of	the	people.	They	did	not	want	to	agree	with	the	
righteousness	of	God,	the	means	by	which	He	showed	it,	or	the	supremacy	of	it.	The	word	“contrary”	
means	that	the	people	directly	opposed	God’s	revelation.	Isaiah	65:2	explains	that	the	reason	Israel	
responded	this	way	towards	God	was	so	that	they	could	“follow	after	their	own	thoughts.”	The	Jews	
thought	they	knew	better	than	God	and	could	match	His	righteousness	without	Him.	Yet,	God	
continued	then,	as	He	does	still,	to	reveal	His	righteousness.	Thus,	the	issues	with	Israel	were	not	on	
account	of	the	absence	of	revelation,	but	of	the	people’s	rejection	of	it.	Still,	God	is	able	to	account	for	
this	wickedness,	bringing	both	the	ignorant	AND	rebellious	to	Him	unto	salvation	despite	the	extent	
of	wickedness.	This	is	the	true	power	of	God!		
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Israel Forever!  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:1 – I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, [of] the tribe of Benjamin.	

How	can	God’s	people	be	so	sure	that	God	will	forgive	those	who	have	faith?	Many	people	feel	that	
their	sins	are	so	abundant	that	they	might	have	out-sinned	God’s	favor.	Scripture	shows	that	God	has	
a	threshold	of	patience.	Just	how	far	will	God’s	patience	go?	While	there	isn’t	a	specific	“number”	or	
“quantity”	of	sins	that	anyone	can	count	to	measure	God’s	patience	and	mercy,	the	scriptures	do	
provide	an	example	to	show	just	how	faithful	God	is,	thus,	assuring	the	hearts	of	God’s	people.	The	
illustration	of	God’s	patience,	mercy,	and	grace	is	provided	through	the	children	of	Israel.	God	
selected	the	Jews	as	His	special	treasure	to	be	the	apple	of	His	eye,	meaning	that,	Israel	is	the	lens	by	
which	God	sees	the	entire	world.	He	explained	in	Deuteronomy	Chapters	6-7	that	He	did	not	select	
Israel	to	be	His	people	because	they	were	great	in	any	way.	He	actually	selected	them	as	His	people	
because	they	were	the	most	pitiful,	weak,	and	rebellious.		

Why	would	God	pick	the	worse	people	to	be	His	special	treasure?	The	Bible	shows	that	God	selected	
them	in	spite	of	their	condition	and	nature	so	that	His	relationship	with	Israel	would	be	a	
demonstration	of	His	transcendent	attributes	based	on	His	faithfulness.	The	Apostle	Paul	reminded	
the	church	in	Rome	about	the	extensive	rejection	that	Israel	had	demonstrated	throughout	their	
history.	Paul	also	explained	that	God	accounted	for	such	rejection	and	actually	leveraged	this	
rejection	in	part	of	His	plans	for	salvation.	God	knew	that	Israel	would	rebel	against	Him	and	reject	
the	revelation	of	His	righteousness	when	He	selected	Abraham	to	be	the	father	of	the	Jews.	This	is	
why	God	swore	through	the	prophets,	long	before	Jesus	was	made	incarnate,	that	He	would	take	the	
rejection	of	Israel	and	use	it	as	a	tool	to	save	Gentiles,	thereby	causing	Jews	to	be	jealous	of	their	
blessings	so	that	many	Jews	humble	themselves,	repent,	and	are	saved	as	well.		

Does	Israel’s	current	rejection	of	the	Gospel	mean	that	God	has	turned	from	the	Jews	and	rescinded	
His	promises	from	them?	That	it	is	impossible.	First,	recall	that	God’s	selection	of	Israel	was	based	on	
His	foreknowledge,	not	just	of	their	rejection,	but	also	the	restoration	He	would	later	produce.	
Second,	Paul	identified	himself	as	proof	that	God	had	not	rejected	all	of	Israel.	Paul	reminded	the	
church	that	he	was	a	Jew.	In	1	Corinthians	15:10	Paul	wrote	that	it	was	by	the	grace	of	God	that	he	
was	what	he	was	as	a	servant	and	laborer	of	Jesus.	In	1	Timothy	1:12-17	Paul	wrote	that,	though	he	
was	the	chief	of	sinners,	a	blasphemer	and	persecutor	of	God	and	His	church,	the	mercy	of	Jesus	was	
extended	to	him	unto	salvation,	thereby	equipping	him	as	a	servant	of	the	Gospel.	Paul	confessed	that	
God	was	using	Paul	as	an	example	of	the	pattern	of	His	work	to	save.	All	people	who	are	saved	are	
unrighteous	and	ungodly.	It	is	by	the	mercy,	grace,	and	patience	of	God	that	rebels	become	recipients	
to	God’s	promises.	Since	this	was	true	of	Paul,	clearly	God	was	not	done	working	on	the	Jews,	nor	will	
He	ever	be	until	EVERY	promise	ever	made	to	them	is	fulfilled	according	to	the	Word!	If	God	turns	on	
the	Jews	because	of	their	sin,	what	is	to	keep	Him	from	turning	from	any	one	of	us?	Since	God	hasn’t	
turned	on	the	Jews,	God’s	people	can	rest	assured	that	where	sin	abounds,	grace	abounds	much	
more,	not	excusing	sin,	but	continually	offering	forgiveness	of	sins	to	the	humble	and	repentant.		
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By God’s Grace…  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:2-4 – God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or 
do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against 
Israel, saying, "LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life"? But what does the divine response say to him? "I 
have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal."	

The	Bible	explains	that	we	can	trust	in	the	promises	of	God	based	on	the	ways	He	has	dealt	with	
Israel	throughout	their	history.	It	can	be	discouraging	when	we	desire	to	obey	God	but	continue	to	
fail	no	matter	how	hard	we	try.	Paul	confessed	that	it	was	discouraging	to	see	the	general	Jewish	
response	to	the	Gospel	despite	how	prepared	they	should	have	been	to	receive	it	based	on	how	much	
truth	God	revealed	to	them.	However,	Paul	recognized	that	all	of	Israel’s	rejection	and	rebellion	was	
part	of	God’s	plan	to	teach	about	His	character	and	nature.	God	intentionally	selected	a	very	stubborn	
people	to	be	His	special	treasure	so	that	the	world	could	see	how	God’s	favor	is	offered	and	received.		

God	sought	to	show	that	human	performance	has	NO	EFFECT	on	the	fulfillment	of	His	eternally	
unconditional	promises.	Though	most	of	Israel	was	rejecting	the	Gospel	at	the	time	of	Paul,	he	was	
clear	to	communicate	that	God	HAS	NOT	cast	away	His	people.	The	sins	and	failures	of	God’s	people	
will	not	cause	God	to	thrust	His	people	away	since	salvation	is	based	on	faith,	not	works.	God	knew	
the	quality	of	people	He	made	His	promises	to	long	before	He	made	the	promises.	Consider	God’s	
foreknowledge	and	providential	care	as	in	the	days	of	Elijah.		

In	1	Kings	19,	Elijah	“pleaded	with	God	against	Israel.”	Notice	that	Elijah’s	inquiry	was	“against”	
Israel.	The	original	language	explains	that	Elijah	“cast	a	light	upon”	the	actions	of	Israel.	In	other	
words,	Elijah	prayed	to	God	as	if	he	was	doing	God	a	service,	telling	God	about	the	sins	of	Israel	like	
He	didn’t	know,	as	if	he	alone	was	the	faithful	servant	of	God,	and	without	him,	God’s	purposes	would	
be	foiled.	This	“pleading”	was	more	of	an	accusation	against	Israel.	Elijah	believed	that	God	would	
cast	Israel	away	because	of	their	sins.	Notice	how	Elijah	was	keeping	track	of	Israel’s	sins,	as	if	God	
counts	sins	until	a	certain	number	is	reached,	at	which	point	a	person	is	condemned.	According	to	the	
Bible,	ALL	people	are	already	condemned	at	birth.		

God’s	response	against	Elijah	explains	God’s	work	of	salvation.	Though	Elijah	was	focused	on	the	
flaws	of	others,	looking	at	circumstances	through	his	limited	human	perspective,	God	had	reserved	
and	preserved	7,000	faithful	people!	This	is	the	only	time	the	word	“Baal”	is	used	in	the	New	
Testament,	compared	to	the	62	mentions	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	threat	that	Elijah	saw	as	
detrimental	to	God’s	plans	was	obviously	not	a	factor	at	the	time	of	Paul.	God	had	it	taken	care	of	
showing	that	that	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promises	is	not	based	on	the	performance	of	His	people,	
especially	according	to	the	ways	other	people	observe	things.	Since	this	was	true	of	the	Jews	during	
Elijah’s	time,	it	was	certainly	true	during	Paul’s.	The	fulfillment	of	God’s	promises	to	Israel	STILL	
aren’t	dependent	on	their	performance	as	if	they	can	out-sin	God’s	grace.	As	this	is	true	of	them,	it	is	
true	for	Gentiles	as	well.	God’s	blessings	are	received	according	to	God’s	grace,	not	our	goodness.		
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God’s Election  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:5 – Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according 
to the election of grace.	

The	fundamental	purpose	of	the	Book	of	Romans	is	to	show	that	salvation	is	solely	the	work	of	God.	
Those	who	escape	the	revelation	of	God’s	wrath	upon	the	unrighteous	and	ungodly	are	able	to	do	so	
because	they	are	justified	by	faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	
Messiah.	No	one	is	able	to	receive	the	approval	of	God	by	the	works	they	do,	no	matter	how	
passionately	they	desire	to	do	good.	God	is	supremely	righteous,	and	the	quality	of	His	righteousness	
cannot	be	duplicated.	This	goes	to	show	that	those	who	receive	the	inheritance	of	God’s	blessings	are	
able	to	do	so	on	account	of	favor	that	God	gives	despite	the	common	nature	of	all	mankind.	The	
results	of	a	person’s	life	–	whether	condemned	or	saved	from	condemnation	–	are	not	the	results	of	
effort	or	success	in	life.	The	results	of	life	are	according	to	the	choices	God	makes	for	each	person.		

The	Apostle	Paul	used	the	children	of	Israel	as	an	example	to	prove	this	point.	In	the	past,	Israel	was	
disobedient	towards	God,	rejecting	and	denying	His	holiness	and	righteousness	through	idolatry.	
Paul	pointed	to	the	days	of	Elijah	to	prove	his	point.	During	the	days	of	Elijah,	the	northern	kingdom	
of	Israel	was	extremely	idolatrous.	Being	led	by	King	Ahab	and	his	wicked	wife	Jezebel,	the	people	
had	fallen	DEEP	into	idolatry	and	other	abominations.	One	of	the	highlights	of	Elijah’s	testimony	was	
the	battle	he	fought	against	the	prophets	of	Baal,	at	which	time	he	slaughtered	400	prophets	of	Baal	
and	other	prophets	of	Ashtaroth.	The	number	of	prophets	that	Elijah	killed	speaks	to	the	extent	of	
idolatry	that	took	place	in	the	land.	Elijah	that	God	would	cut	off	Israel	from	His	promises	because	of	
the	extent	of	their	sin.	Elijah	felt	that	he	alone	was	faithful	to	God,	and	based	on	the	threats	that	the	
majority	of	idolaters	made	against	him,	God’s	plans	would	soon	be	thwarted.	Elijah	was	wrong.		

Paul	reminded	the	church	that	God	had	a	plan	and	was	in	control	during	the	days	of	Elijah.	While	
things	looked	grim	to	Elijah,	God	had	reserved	and	preserved	7,000	people	that	remained	faithful	to	
God	because	God	caused	them	to.	Elijah	didn’t	know	them	or	couldn’t	see	them,	but	God	had	
everything	accounted	for.	Paul	compared	those	circumstances	to	the	circumstances	he	was	going	
through.	Though	the	Gospel	was	being	preached	at	the	time	of	Paul,	the	Jews	were	not	openly	
receiving	Jesus’	testimony.	It	seemed	grim	for	Israel	then	too.	However,	the	conduct	of	the	majority	
was	not	an	accurate	illustration	of	the	true	work	God	was	doing	spiritually	through	others.	Like	in	the	
days	of	Elijah,	God	had	reserved	and	preserved	a	number	of	Jews	to	be	faithful	heirs	of	His	promises.	
The	word	“remnant”	literally	means	“to	be	absent.”	Though	all	people	are	born	as	vessels	fitted	for	
destruction,	God	selected	some	to	be	“absent”	the	condemnation	associated	with	that	nature.	The	
word	“election”	is	a	word	that	simply	translates	into	“choice.”	Paul	taught	that	God	has	ALWAYS	
made	a	choice	to	preserve	some	from	condemnation	so	that	they	are	absent	the	revelation	of	His	
wrath.	As	it	was	in	the	days	of	Elijah,	it	is	still	today.	God	is	STILL	the	One	making	the	choice	to	spare	
people	from	the	judgment	that	is	deserved,	and	that	preservation	has	nothing	to	do	with	human	
works	or	effort,	but	is	based	on	God’s	sovereign	decision	to	do	what	He	knows	is	right,	regardless	of	
what	we	think	of	it.			
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God’s Grace  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:6 – And if by grace, then [it is] no longer of works; otherwise 
grace is no longer grace. But if [it is] of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is 
no longer work.	

The	modern	church	has	made	the	grace	of	God	a	confusing	subject.	Many	have	interpreted	the	
scriptures	in	such	a	manner	so	as	to	suggest	that	God’s	“grace”	simply	excuses	sin.	This	is	not	true,	
and	was	one	of	the	points	that	the	Apostle	Paul	sought	to	explain	in	the	Book	of	Romans.	The	grace	of	
God	is	a	confusing	subject	because	of	the	ways	people	have	interpreted	grace,	not	because	of	the	
insufficiency	of	Biblical	explanation.	The	Bible	uses	the	word	“grace”	131	times	in	the	New	
Testament.	The	English	phrase	“grace	of	God”	is	used	24	times.	God’s	grace	is	a	MAJOR	point	of	the	
scriptures,	especially	in	the	New	Testament.	Therefore,	it	is	up	to	us	to	ensure	we	understand	God’s	
explanation	regarding	His	unique	character	as	gracious.		

Paul	taught	that	God’s	grace	is	mutually	exclusive	from	the	principle	of	human	works	and	effort.	The	
Bible	explains	that	“grace”	and	“works”	are	contrary	to	one	another.	Grace	and	works	do	not	share	
characteristics	in	any	way.	By	definition,	grace	is	“unmerited”	favor.	This	means	that	favor	is	given	in	
the	absence	of	merits	or	works.	If	acceptable	works	or	merits	are	provided	as	sufficient,	then	favor	is	
earned	and	the	circumstances	can	no	longer	be	described	as	grace.	If	works	or	merits	are	provided	
but	considered	insufficient	and	unacceptable,	but	favor	is	granted	anyway,	this	is	grace.	In	this	case,	
the	works	and	merits	are	worthless	and	pointless,	but	favor	is	offered	nonetheless.		

The	Bible	explains	that	God	has	ALWAYS	provided	favor	in	spite	of	insufficient	works.	People	have	
often	strived	to	please	God	by	their	own	understanding,	efforts,	and	desires.	Yet,	the	scriptures	are	
clear	to	show	that	“all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.”	Still,	God	has	provided	favor.	Paul	used	the	
children	of	Israel	as	an	example	of	this	principle.	Israel	has	historically	been	rebellious	against	God.	
The	self-righteous	wallowing	of	Elijah	proves	this	as	true.	Though	Elijah	had	a	distorted	
understanding	of	God’s	providential	power,	he	was	able	to	recognize	the	extent	of	idolatrous	
abominations	that	Israel	adopted	as	a	regular	part	of	their	lifestyle.	Israel	was	deserving	of	judgment	
at	that	time,	and	many	other	times	in	their	history.	God	even	administered	that	judgment,	but	God	
continued	to	provide	Israel	with	favor	too.	The	testimony	of	Paul	was	evidence	that	God	was	not	
done	providing	favor	for	the	Jews,	and	was	continuing	to	select	Jewish	people	to	be	instruments	of	
His	righteousness	and	heirs	of	His	promises.		

This	shows	that	salvation	indeed	comes	by	God’s	grace	alone,	and	that	any	works	that	are	done	in	
salvation,	are	merely	the	effects	of	grace,	not	the	cause.	Grace	is	the	conduit	by	which	God	manifests	
His	own	righteousness	in	the	lives	of	His	people	through	works.	Still,	if	not	for	the	grace	of	God,	the	
appearance	of	those	works	is	not	possible.	If	God	does	not	first	provide	unmerited	favor	to	provide	
forgiveness	of	sins	and	the	indwelling	of	His	Spirit,	then	righteous	works	through	God’s	people	
cannot	take	place.	Works	cannot	come	before	grace	no	more	than	a	moving	carriage	can	come	before	
the	horse	that	pulls	it.		
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Why Blindness?  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:7 – What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect 
have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.	

God’s	purposes	are	simple	in	nature	but	complex	in	terms	of	how	He	gets	things	done.	The	Bible	
plainly	teaches	that	God	will	destroy	darkness	so	that	He	can	exalt	Himself	as	light.	Fundamentally,	
this	is	simple	to	understand.	It	becomes	difficult	to	understand	when	we	examine	the	means	by	
which	God	will	accomplish	this	work.	For	example,	God	judged	death	by	taking	the	form	of	flesh	to	
die	Himself.	That’s	weird	and	contrary	to	human	logic.	God	explains	that	His	work	is	purposefully	
contrary	to	human	logic	so	that	He	can	exalt	both	His	glory	AND	wisdom	while	He	does	the	things	
that	He	does.	The	very	nature	of	God’s	works	is	intended	to	be	difficult	to	understand.	Still,	God	has	
provided	lots	of	explanation	of	His	works	to	give	His	people	insight	into	the	magnitude	of	His	glory,	
righteousness,	and	wisdom.	Throughout	history,	God	has	taken	opportunity	to	explain	Himself	so	
that	upon	seeing	His	work,	the	effects	of	it,	and	understand	His	purposes	for	working	a	particular	
way,	we	can	marvel	at	the	ability	and	understanding	of	God.		

One	of	those	such	methods	concerns	Israel.	Romans	Chapters	9-11	explain	God’s	historical	dealings	
with	Israel.	God	purposefully	selected	a	stubborn	and	rebellious	people	to	be	His	people	so	that	He	
could	illustrate	the	magnitude	of	His	mercy	to	people	paying	attention	to	His	relationship	with	Israel.	
God	teaches	about	His	mercy,	grace,	patience,	love,	and	faithfulness	in	the	ways	that	He	has	dealt	
with	Israel.	The	Apostle	Paul	explained	that,	while	he	grieved	over	the	ways	his	Jewish	peers	were	
rejecting	the	Gospel,	he	understood	why	they	were	rejecting	the	Gospel.	Paul	looked	to	the	scriptures	
for	explanation.	The	scriptures	teach	that	God	chose	Israel	as	His	special	treasure,	knowing	that	they	
would	reject	His	Word/Revelation	as	well	as	His	covenants.	God	would	use	the	rejection	of	Israel	as	a	
means	to	reach	Gentiles,	and	then	use	the	salvation	of	Gentiles	to	bring	His	people	back	to	Himself,	
showing	that	no	matter	the	extent	of	sin,	God’s	ability	is	greater	unto	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.		

Paul	concluded	the	explanation	of	this	point	by	explaining	that	Israel’s	rejection	of	God	was	not	even	
according	to	their	own	intents.	God	actually	blinded	His	people	so	that	He	could	offer	salvation	to	
others.	Notice	that	Paul	referred	to	both	“Israel”	and	“the	elect”	as	two	contrary	groups	of	people.	The	
reference	to	“Israel”	refers	to	Israel	as	a	nation;	not	every	individual	since	Paul	already	explained	that	
there	were	some	Jews	God	separated	from	the	rebels	to	be	heirs	of	His	promises,	like	Paul	himself.	
The	reference	to	“the	elect”	refers	mainly	to	Gentiles.	Recall	that	Romans	9:31	explained	that	Israel	
sought	“the	law	of	righteousness”	referring	to	their	self-righteous	works	to	please	God	based	on	their	
own	wisdom.	God	prevented	the	Jews	from	being	righteous	because	they	did	not	seek	God’s	
righteousness	by	faith.	They	felt	they	could	reinvent	righteousness	on	their	own.	They	did	not	seek	
God’s	blessings	by	faith.	Therefore,	God	kept	the	Jews	from	being	successful	in	their	desires,	and	
instead,	enabled	the	elect	to	receive	the	benefits	of	His	goodness	by	giving	them	faith,	and	then	His	
Spirit	as	proof	that	God’s	blessings	only	come	by	His	hand	when	His	people	have	His	faith.	Until	then,	
God	will	prevent	blessings	of	all	kinds,	proving	that	He	alone	is	worthy	of	praise.		
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Spiritually Disabled  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:8 – Just as it is written: "God has given them a spirit of stupor, 
eyes that they should not see and ears that they should not hear, to this very day."	

History	has	shown	that	there	have	been	a	number	of	people	who	can	read	the	plain	text	of	the	Bible,	
but	be	clueless	as	to	its	meaning.	There	are	plenty	of	people	that	grow	up	in	Christian	environments	
and	yet	remain	totally	ignorant	of	who	God	is.	There	are	plenty	of	people	who	know	the	name	of	
Jesus	the	Christ,	but	will	unfortunately	hear	one	day,	“Depart	from	Me,	you	who	practice	iniquity.	I	
never	knew	you.”	These	are	terrifying	truths	that	ALL	of	God’s	people	should	be	aware	of.	The	Bible	
teaches	that	none	are	righteous.	Being	conceived	in	sin,	we	are	born	spiritually	dead,	unable	to	do	
right	according	to	God’s	standards.	As	a	result,	we	are	born	blind	to	the	things	of	God	and	deaf	to	His	
purposes.	Knowing	this,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	ANY	form	of	understanding	of	God	and	His	
purposes	is	a	miracle	of	God	according	to	His	grace.	This	means	that	God	is	making	conscious	choices	
about	who	will	know	and	understand	Him,	and	who	will	remain	blind	and	deaf.		

The	Apostle	Paul	taught	this	principle	using	the	children	of	Israel	as	his	main	example,	in	order	to	
show	that	justification	comes	by	faith	through	the	conduit	of	God’s	grace.	No	one	shall	be	able	to	face	
God	in	judgment	and	live	according	to	the	standards	of	their	own	merits.	This	is	proven	true	through	
God’s	dealings	with	Israel.	Though	God	gave	the	children	of	Israel	unique,	miraculous,	and	repeated	
revelations	of	His	righteousness,	many	still	rejected	the	power	of	God	through	the	Gospel.	God	did	
not	deliver	any	other	nation	with	an	outstretched	arm	through	signs	and	wonders	like	God	did	for	
Israel	from	the	Egyptians.	God	never	revealed	Himself	to	give	His	laws	and	commands	like	He	did	on	
Mount	Sinai.	No	other	nation	has	received	covenants	like	God	has	made	with	Israel.	Yet,	Paul	wrote	
that	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	rejected	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	through	the	Gospel	
because	God	had	made	it	that	way.	God	was	determined	to	prove	that	the	receipt	of	His	revelation	
and	blessings	would	not	come	by	human	wisdom	and	ability,	but	according	to	His	election.		

Paul	quoted	the	Old	Testament	to	further	validate	his	point.	Paul	quoted	Deuteronomy	29:4	and	
Isaiah	29:10-19	to	explain	this	point.	The	quote	from	Isaiah	explain	that	God	“gave”	Israel	a	spirit	of	
stupor	so	that	they	could	not	see	or	hear	the	things	of	God.	Isaiah	explained	that	the	people	were	
spiritually	handicapped	this	way	because	of	hypocrisy.	They	worshiped	God	with	their	mouths,	but	in	
their	hearts	sought	to	live	according	to	their	own	ways.	They	were	blind	and	deaf	to	God’s	revelation	
because	they	were	consumed	and	distracted	with	their	personal	affairs.	Deuteronomy	29:4	explains	
what	the	people	were	specifically	handicapped	from:	understanding	the	covenants/promises	of	God	
and	the	Word	of	God’s	truth.	Thus,	no	matter	how	God	made	promises,	they	wouldn’t	understand	
them,	desire	them	or	receive	them	unless	God	opened	the	eyes	of	the	individual	to	know	and	desire.	
No	matter	how	God	revealed	the	truth,	the	people	wouldn’t	understand	unless	God	unstopped	the	
ears	of	the	individual	to	hear	and	receive.	Israel	had	received	great	promises	and	truth	from	God,	but	
only	a	few	like	Paul	received	the	benefits	of	those	things	because	their	position	in	the	Lord	was	not	
based	on	their	personal	ability	or	desire,	but	God’s	declaration	according	to	grace.	Until	God	decides	
to	opens	someone’s	eyes	and	unstop	their	ears,	all	will	remain	blind	and	deaf	to	Him.		
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Salvation Through Judgment  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:9-10 – And David says: "Let their table become a snare and a 
trap, a stumbling block and a recompense to them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that 
they do not see, and bow down their back always."	

Though	the	Bible	teaches	that	God	is	the	exclusive	source	of	goodness	and	righteousness,	the	Bible	
also	shows	that	mankind	has	always	rejected	God.	Since	the	beginning,	God	has	sought	to	provide	
people	with	benefits.	Since	the	beginning,	people	have	rejected	God’s	offer,	seeking	to	provide	
another	form	of	benefits	in	self-righteousness.	Though	this	conflict	has	happened	since	the	days	of	
Adam	and	Eve,	it	has	never	thrown	God	off.	All	people	are	guilty	of	sin	and	worthy	of	condemnation,	
but	the	Bible	makes	it	clear	that	God	has	reserved	and	preserved	some	from	the	wages	of	sin	in	order	
to	demonstrate	His	eternal	mercy	and	grace	through	the	salvation	that	He	authors	and	finishes.			

The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that,	though	people	continue	to	sin	and	people	continue	to	deny	the	Lord,	it	
has	no	bearing	on	God’s	willingness	and	ability	to	preserve	a	remnant.	This	truth	was	proven	through	
the	way	that	God	has	dealt	with	the	children	of	Israel.	Paul	quoted	the	words	of	King	David	from	
Psalm	69:22-23	to	prove	his	point.	The	context	of	Psalm	69	is	a	Messianic	message,	which	means	
that,	while	the	details	speak	of	David’s	own	circumstances,	the	scriptures	also	refer	to	things	specific	
to	Jesus	Christ.	Psalm	69	explains	that	David	was	rejected	as	the	king	of	Israel.	David	detailed	the	
response	of	the	people	that	sought	to	deny	him	as	king	and	reject	his	leadership.	The	testimony	of	
David’s	life	shows	that	he	was	frequently	sought	by	King	Saul,	the	Philistines,	and	even	his	own	son	
so	that	they	could	destroy	him.	David	pleaded	for	God	to	exercise	His	judgments	against	those	who	
rejected	God’s	will	and	divine	appointments	so	that	God’s	promises	would	be	fulfilled.		

This	psalm	also	refers	to	Jesus.	Like	David,	Jesus	was	also	denied	as	the	“King	of	Israel.”	The	Jewish	
religious	leaders	rejected	Jesus	was	the	Messiah	–	the	appointed	King	of	Israel	sent	to	fulfill	the	
Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises.	Psalm	69	even	mentions	some	of	the	specific	details	in	
which	Jesus	was	rejected	as	documented	in	the	Gospels,	showing	that	Jesus	was	the	ultimate	
fulfillment	of	the	scriptures.	Though	the	influential	majority	rejected	David	as	king,	he	was	able	to	
serve	his	full	term	according	to	God’s	will	by	God’s	mercy,	grace,	and	sovereignty.	Likewise,	though	
the	influential	majority	rejected	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	–	even	unto	His	crucifixion	–	
Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	to	fulfill	the	eternally	unconditional	promises	of	the	Father	nonetheless.		

Paul’s	quotation	of	the	scripture	proves	this	simple	point:	The	sins	of	the	majority	have	no	effect	on	
God’s	willingness	or	ability	to	fulfill	His	promises	to	the	elect.	The	history	of	Israel	shows	that	God	
has	ALWAYS	selected	a	remnant	of	faithful	people	to	be	heirs	of	His	promises.	No	matter	the	extent	of	
sin	and	rejection	from	any	individual	or	group,	God	has	never	been	stumbled	in	His	plans.	Thus,	no	
matter	how	Israel	looked	at	the	time	of	Paul	or	any	other	point	in	history,	God	has	always	overcome	
the	sin	of	the	majority	to	restore	the	meek	and	humble	minority	for	His	own	namesake.	The	sins	of	
the	majority	don’t	cause	God	to	falter	on	His	promises.	Equally	as	important,	the	blessings	of	
minority	come	on	behalf	of	God’s	sovereignty	and	faithfulness,	not	works	of	the	flesh.		
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Salvation Through Jealousy  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:11 –I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly 
not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation [has come] to the 
Gentiles.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	righteousness	and	goodness	transcends	human	understanding.	The	
scriptures	capture	this	idea	by	calling	the	Messianic	identity	of	God	“Wonderful,”	which	means	“full	of	
wonder”	or	“difficult	to	comprehend.	The	prophet	Isaiah	said	that	God’s	ways	are	not	like	human	
ways,	and	that	His	methods	are	as	far	from	human	understanding	as	the	heavens	are	from	the	earth.	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	God’s	“foolishness”	is	wiser	than	the	world’s	best	wisdom.	This	is	not	to	
say	that	God	is	foolish,	but	even	the	ideas	that	seem	odd	to	people	are	wiser	than	the	best	wisdom	the	
human	race	has	to	offer.	Paul	proved	this	point	true	by	showing	how	God	is	able	to	use	jealousy	to	
save	people	from	hell!		

First,	Paul	explained	that	God	is	NOT	done	working	to	fulfill	His	promises	to	Israel.	It	is	true	that	
Israel	sinned	greatly	against	God,	but	this	is	true	of	ALL	people,	not	just	Jews.	Paul	wrote	that	the	
Jews	certainly	“stumbled”	over	the	righteousness	of	God.	The	Lord	sent	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	and	
referred	to	Him	as	a	“stumbling	block”	and	“rock	of	offense.”	Thus,	the	stumbling	of	Israel	was	God’s	
intention	and	was	under	His	control	according	to	His	purpose.	The	word	“stumble”	refers	to	one	that	
is	tripped	up	and	out	of	rhythm	in	their	steps,	but	not	utterly	handicapped	to	walk.	God	caused	Israel	
to	stumble,	but	not	“fall.”	Here,	the	Greek	word	for	“fall”	means	to	be	cast	down	and	implies	utter	
ruin.	It	is	true	that	God	caused	Israel	to	trip	up	concerning	the	receipt	of	His	righteousness	through	
the	Gospel,	but	that	stumbling	was	NOT	reflective	of	Israel’s	condemnation.	They	are	still	God’s	
people	and	always	will	be.		

Paul	wrote	that	God	would	make	use	of	Israel’s	“fall.”	This	can	be	confusing	in	the	English	language.	
Paul	first	wrote	that	Israel	stumbled	but	didn’t	fall.	The	second	mention	of	“fall”	is	a	different	Greek	
word	altogether.	This	word	means	to	lapse	or	side-slip.	Again,	it	is	not	a	word	that	refers	to	a	
permanent	position	of	downward	thrust.	This	same	word	is	used	in	the	Greek	translation	of	the	Old	
Testament	in	Deuteronomy	32:21.	Paul	previously	quoted	this	Old	Testament	scripture	in	Romans	
10:19	to	explain	that	God	would	use	the	“stumbling”	of	the	Jews	to	save	Gentiles.	Thus,	it	is	clear	that	
God	always	planned	to	save	Gentiles	too,	using	the	temperament	of	the	Jews	to	do	so,	and	this	was	
communicated	way	back	in	the	days	of	Moses!		

So,	why	did	God	make	the	Jews	stumble	in	the	first	place?	Deuteronomy	32:21	explains	that	the	Jews	
caused	God	to	be	“jealous”	because	of	their	idolatry.	This	“jealousy”	caused	destruction	for	Israel.	
Therefore,	it	was	fitting	that	God	cause	Israel	to	experience	the	same	kind	of	“jealousy,”	but	not	
through	idols.	Instead,	God	would	cause	the	Jews	to	experience	a	similar	sentiment	to	His	response	to	
idolatry	by	giving	His	promises	and	Spirit	to	Gentiles.	However,	while	the	jealousy	that	Israel	caused	
brought	destruction,	the	jealousy	that	God	causes	brings	salvation	to	both	Gentiles	AND	Jews!	Who	
but	God	could	do	such	a	“wonderful”	work	to	preserve	sinners	from	hell?	Praise	God!		
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The Value of God’s Work  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:12 – Now if their fall [is] riches for the world, and their failure 
riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	saves	people	from	the	condemnation	of	hellfire	by	His	own	hand.	It	is	
important,	not	only	to	recognize	this	truth,	but	learn	about	the	details	of	God’s	work	that	He	provides	
in	His	Word,	which	explains	HOW	and	WHY	God	does	things	this	way.	To	dismiss	or	ignore	the	
revelation	of	God’s	work	to	save	is	to	express	indifference	to	God’s	nature	and	glory.	It	is	through	the	
revelation	of	God’s	work	to	save	that	we	learn	about	the	extent	of	His	glory	and	majesty.	If	we	don’t	
know	how	God	gets	things	done,	then	we	never	learn	about	how	God	is	so	much	greater	than	we	are.	
It	is	in	understanding	how	God	works	and	what	His	motives	are	that	should	cause	people	to	humble	
themselves	in	wonderment	and	praise	Him	in	worship.		

One	of	the	most	amazing	things	that	God	has	done	is	reveal	the	manner	of	His	work	to	save	the	lost	
through	the	relationship	with	the	children	of	Israel.	The	Apostle	Paul	confessed	that	his	forefathers	
and	peers	did	not	do	well	in	receiving	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness.	God	continually	showed	
His	glory	to	the	Jews	in	ways	that	were	unique	to	Israel,	but	Israel	continued	to	live	by	self-righteous	
standards	in	offense	to	God.	When	God	revealed	His	glory	in	the	flesh	through	Jesus	Christ	to	fulfill	
His	own	promises	to	forgive	sins	as	the	Messiah,	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	led	the	people	to	rebel	
against	God	further	by	delivering	Jesus	to	the	cross.	Even	nearly	thirty	years	later	as	Paul	wrote	the	
Book	of	Romans,	the	Jews	were	having	a	hard	time	accepting	the	truth	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.		

Paul	explained	that	this	was	all	according	to	God’s	plan.	God	planned	to	use	the	rebellion	and	
unrighteousness	of	the	Jews	to	save	Gentiles.	This	way,	God	would	show	that	He	is	supremely	wise,	
powerful,	and	providential.	Who	else	but	God	could	take	an	excessive	amount	of	corruption	and	turn	
it	into	glory?	Who	but	God	could	account	for	so	much	darkness	and	death	and	yet	bring	light	and	life	
out	of	it?	The	scriptures	explain	that	Israel	provoked	God	to	jealousy	with	their	self-righteousness	
expressed	through	idolatry.	God	would	give	Israel	a	taste	of	their	own	medicine,	causing	them	to	be	
jealous	over	the	Gentiles	that	were	getting	saved	showing	that	the	jealousy	of	men	that	causes	death,	
God	can	use	as	a	tool	to	bring	life.	Who	but	God	can	do	such	a	thing?	

This	is	proof	that	God	is	NOT	done	with	the	Jews.	If	God	can	produce	so	much	profit	from	the	folly	of	
Israel,	what	can	He	produce	with	the	fullness	of	Israel?	It	is	true	that	Israel	fell,	but	not	unto	utter	
destruction.	History	proves	that	God	has	always	preserved	a	remnant	in	Israel	through	which	He	
could	fulfill	His	promises.	Yet,	it	was	in	the	midst	of	their	stumbling	that	Gentiles	were	able	to	profit	
so	greatly.	This	is	the	miracle	that	God	can	do	with	stumbling.	Imagine	what	He	could	do	with	those	
who	have	proper	footing!	Paul	explained	this	concept	by	describing	Israel’s	“fullness.”	The	Bible	
explains	that	the	“fullness”	of	Israel	refers	to	a	ship	that	is	properly	equipped	with	crew,	cargo,	
captain.	When	the	remnant	of	Israel	is	brought	together	through	faith	in	Jesus	by	the	indwelling	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	how	much	more	will	the	world	profit	then?	Glory	to	God	that	He	is	able	to	do	such	a	
thing!	Who	but	God	can	bring	so	much	greatness	out	of	so	much	garbage?		
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Godly Motives  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:13-14 – For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle 
to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if by any means I may provoke to jealousy [those 
who are] my flesh and save some of them.	

Why	do	we	have	the	relationships	with	the	people	that	we	do?	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	
relationships	with	believers	should	be	with	the	motivation	to	“love”	them	by	encouraging	their	
salvation.	Our	conversations	with	them	should	be	with	the	motives	proclaim	the	greatness	of	God	by	
discussing	the	revelation	of	His	Word	and	the	marvel	of	His	works.	We	should	bear	one	another’s	
burdens	in	order	to	encourage	one	another	to	keep	fighting	the	good	fight	of	faith	unto	the	glory	of	
our	Savior.	Our	love	for	one	another	should	resemble	Jesus’	own	love	so	that	the	world	will	know	we	
are	His	disciples:	dying	to	self	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.		

Our	relationships	with	non-believers	should	be	motivated	by	the	same	spiritual	principles.	While	the	
Bible	commands	believers	not	to	be	unequally	yoked	with	unbelievers,	this	doesn’t	mean	that	
believers	are	to	be	separated	from	non-believers	at	all	times.	If	we	are	always	separated,	how	then	
would	they	get	saved?	The	Apostle	Paul	addressed	this	point	by	explaining	the	motives	for	his	own	
ministry.	The	Bible	teaches	that	our	motives	in	dealing	with	non-believers	should	always	be	so	that	
they	can	hear	and	receive	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	unto	salvation.	In	1	Corinthians	9:19-22	Paul	
wrote	that	he	“became	all	things	to	all	men	that	he	might	be	able	to	save	some.”	Any	relationship	we	
have	with	a	non-believer	should	be	fueled	with	this	same	motive.		

Paul	explained	that	he	had	this	ultimate	motive	when	dealing	with	Gentiles	in	his	ministry;	and	that	
was	actually	an	illustration	of	God’s	own	dealings	with	Israel.	Paul	wrote	that	he	was	“an	apostle	to	
the	Gentiles.”	The	original	language	actually	reads	that	Paul	was	THE	apostle	to	the	Gentiles.	In	other	
words,	Paul	was	the	chief	source	of	the	truth	of	the	Gospel	to	Gentiles	at	this	time	in	God’s	work.	God	
had	selected	Paul	to	be	the	foremost	voice	of	the	Gospel	to	the	Gentiles.	Thus,	the	workings	of	Paul’s	
ministry	to	Gentiles	was	a	great	indication	of	God’s	workings	with	the	Gospel	overall.	In	other	words,	
we	can	examine	the	temperament	of	Paul’s	ministry	to	Gentiles	to	understand	God’s	own	heart	
concerning	both	Gentiles	AND	Jews.		

Paul	confessed	that	his	ultimate	motive	in	ministering	to	Gentiles	was	actually	to	save	Jews.	How	
does	this	work?	Paul	understood	God’s	plan	concerning	the	Gospel	and	His	relationship	to	Israel	as	it	
was	documented	in	the	Old	Testament	scriptures.	Paul	knew	that	God	would	reflect	the	jealousy	
Israel	provoked	God	to,	back	unto	them	by	imparting	His	Spirit	into	the	hearts	of	Gentiles,	and	that	
Israel	would	be	saved	by	this	jealousy.	Paul	understanding	this,	embraced	God’s	call	to	preach	and	
teach	the	Gospel	to	Gentiles	because	he	knew	the	salvation	of	Gentiles	would	lead	to	the	salvation	of	
His	own	people.	Romans	9:1-3	and	10:1	both	testify	how	desperately	Paul	wanted	Israel	to	be	saved.	
Therefore,	Paul	labored	tirelessly	to	minister	to	Gentiles	figuring	the	more	Gentiles	got	saved,	the	
more	jealous	Israel	would	be,	and	then	they	would	be	saved.	Ultimately,	Paul’s	motivation	in	life	was	
to	leverage	EVERY	relationship	he	had	with	ANYONE	to	save	someone	else.	This	is	how	it	should	be.		
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The Miracle of Resurrection  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:15 – For if their being cast away [is] the reconciling of the world, 
what [will] their acceptance [be] but life from the dead?	

In	Ezekiel	Chapter	37,	the	prophet	Ezekiel	had	a	tremendous	vision	that	caused	great	fear	and	
excitement	all	at	the	same	time.	The	testimony	of	Ezekiel	Chapter	37	explains	that	Ezekiel	saw	a	
valley	filled	with	dead	and	dried	up	bones.	The	condition	of	the	bones	being	referred	to	as	“dry”	
explains	that	the	bodies	from	which	the	bones	came	had	been	dead	for	quite	some	time.	The	people	
that	died	were	dead	long	before	Ezekiel	saw	them	so	that	their	dead	bones	were	absent	any	life	of	
any	kind.	When	Ezekiel	was	shown	this	sight,	he	was	afraid,	not	only	of	the	condition	of	the	bones,	
but	the	quantity	of	bones	in	the	valley	that	he	saw.	God	asked	him	what	he	saw	in	order	to	cause	
Ezekiel	to	verbally	confirm	the	truth	of	the	circumstances.	However,	Ezekiel	testified	that	God	caused	
the	bones	to	come	to	life	again!	The	bones	were	filled	with	life,	reconnected	by	ligaments	and	
strengthened	with	muscle	and	tendon,	then	covered	with	flesh	and	made	alive	and	functional	again	–	
every	last	one	of	them!		

The	Bible	explains	that	this	vision	was	God’s	assurance	that,	though	Israel	was	in	a	state	of	disarray	
and	shame	because	of	their	rebellion	against	Him,	He	would	be	faithful	to	revive	them	according	to	
His	promise,	no	matter	the	appearance	of	their	condition.	According	to	Ezekiel’s	vision,	the	rebellion	
and	spiritual	condition	of	Israel	was	as	if	they	were	dead	in	God’s	eyes.	The	Apostle	Paul	referred	to	
this	vision	to	teach	that	God	is	faithful	to	restore	Israel	according	to	His	promises	to	prove	the	full	
extent	of	His	power,	mercy,	and	faithfulness.	Paul	admitted	that	his	fellow	brethren,	the	children	of	
Israel,	were	not	accepting	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	as	a	nation,	and	were	playing	a	large	role	in	the	
persecution	against	believers.	However,	this	was	not	an	indication	that	God	was	cutting	Israel	out	of	
His	promises.	Paul	explained	that	God	planned	Israel’s	rejection	all	along	because	He	would	use	their	
rebellion	to	exalt	His	name.	Paul	taught	that	God	fulfilled	His	purposes	since	Israel’s	rejection	of	the	
Gospel	allowed	the	opportunity	for	Gentiles	to	be	saved.		

If	not	for	Israel’s	rejection	of	Jesus,	Gentiles	would	not	have	known	the	righteousness	of	God	through	
Jesus,	and	would	have	remained	condemned.	This	truth	shows	that	God	is	able	to	take	the	rejection	of	
one	and	transform	it	into	the	life	for	another.	Who	but	God	can	do	such	a	thing.	Moreover,	if	God	is	
able	to	bring	life	to	the	abundance	of	Gentiles	that	have	been	saved	through	Israel’s	rejection,	what	
might	He	be	able	to	do	with	their	repentance?	The	vision	of	Ezekiel	answers	this	question.	Israel’s	
rejection	of	the	Gospel	makes	them	as	good	as	dead,	but	as	Paul	explained,	the	repentance	will	cause	
a	great	miracle	–	the	resurrection	of	a	dead	nation,	and	the	fulfillment	of	Ezekiel’s	vision!	This	miracle	
will	then	produce	ANOTHER	miracle	–	the	revelation	of	the	Messiah	Himself!	The	testimony	of	
Ezekiel	goes	on	to	explain	that	Israel’s	spiritual	resurrection	will	cause	them	to	be	a	great	nation	
because	of	the	work	the	Messiah	will	do	to	rid	of	Israel’s	enemies	and	conform	them	to	His	
righteousness	through	His	second	coming.	Then,	salvation	will	be	made	complete	through	the	
fulfillment	of	eternal	life	as	believers	get	new	bodies,	the	Abrahamic	Covenant	is	fulfilled,	and	Jesus	
rules	on	this	earth	for	1,000	years.	This	is	the	power	God	will	manifest	through	Israel’s	repentance!		
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The Olive Tree  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:16 – For if the firstfruit [is] holy, the lump [is] also [holy]; and if 
the root [is] holy, so [are] the branches.	

The	role	of	Israel	in	God’s	plans	for	salvation	are	absolutely	CRITICAL	to	understand	if	we	expect	to	
understand	God’s	identity	as	Savior.	If	we	don’t	understand	God’s	plans	and	works	with	Israel,	it	is	
nearly	impossible	to	understand	God’s	revelation	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	In	Deuteronomy	
8:6-10	God	swore	to	give	the	children	of	Israel	the	“Promised	Land.”	There,	God	said	that	Israel’s	
consumption	of	His	provision	in	the	land	would	be	the	means	by	which	He	is	blessed	Himself.	In	
Jeremiah	11:16-17	God	likened	Israel	to	an	olive	tree.	The	fulfillment	of	His	promises	to	them	–	the	
promises	He	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	–	would	resemble	a	healthy	and	thriving	and	fruit-
bearing	olive	tree.	This	point	was	further	supported	in	Hosea	14:5-6.	There,	God	again	referred	to	
Israel	as	an	olive	tree.	God	explained	that	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises	to	Israel	would	resemble	a	
“beautiful”	olive	tree	that	bears	fruit	on	account	of	His	ability	to	water	the	tree	and	nourish	it.		

This	illustration	shows	that	it	is	God’s	own	provision	and	nourishment	that	is	supposed	to	beautify	
Israel	according	to	His	promises	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	Though	Israel	sinned	and	
rejected	God’s	revelation	according	to	the	Gospel,	God	was	NOT	in	a	position	to	simply	dismiss	them	
and	cut	them	off	from	His	promises.	To	cut	off	Israel	from	God’s	promises	is	to	assume	that	God	was	
too	weak	and	unable	to	properly	water	and	nourish	the	olive	tree	according	to	its	purpose.	This	
CANNOT	be	so!	Is	God	so	weak	that	He	can’t	bring	forth	fruit	from	a	tree	that	He	plants	according	to	
His	purpose?	Certainly	not!	Since	Israel	does	not	yet	resemble	the	fruit-bearing	olive	tree	that	He	
desires,	means	that	God	is	not	yet	done	working	to	nourish	the	tree	according	to	His	purpose.		

This	Apostle	Paul	referred	to	“the	firstfruit”	and	“lump”	in	connection	to	“the	root”	and	“branches,”	of	
an	olive	tree.	Israel	is	God’s	“olive	tree,”	which	means	that	the	root	and	branches	deal	with	Israel	as	
well.	The	“firstfruits”	and	“lump”	refer	to	Israel	too.	In	Numbers	15:17-21	God	gave	a	command	for	
the	“heave	offering,”	which	required	Israel	to	take	the	first	of	their	harvest	and	bake	special	cakes	to	
offer	to	the	Lord	like	a	tithe.	God’s	command	and	purpose	for	the	offering	made	it	“holy.”	The	“lump”	
simply	refers	to	the	mixture	used	to	make	the	harvest	grains	into	a	cake.	Since	the	harvest	was	holy	
by	God’s	command,	the	ingredients	used	to	make	it	an	offering	to	the	Lord	was	also	holy.		

The	term	“firstfruits”	refers	to	that	which	comes	“out	of	the	beginning.”	The	beginning	of	God’s	work	
in	Israel	refers	to	God’s	promises	to	the	Patriarchs	concerning	the	land,	the	great	nation,	and	the	
Blessing	to	all	the	families	of	the	earth.	This	promise	was	holy,	so	that	which	God	uses	to	fulfill	the	
promise	is	also	holy	unto	the	Lord.	Paul’s	illustration	teaches	that	the	“firstfruits”	and	“root”	refers	to	
the	Abrahamic	Covenant,	while	the	“lump”	and	“branches”	refer	to	the	children	of	Israel.	The	lump	
and	branches	are	the	tools	that	God	uses	to	fulfil	His	holy	purposes	to	bear	fruit.	Since	this	is	true,	
God	has	NOT	cast-off	Israel	on	account	of	their	sin.	God	will	continue	to	shape	and	mold	“the	lump”	
and	prune	“the	branches”	until	the	“heave	offering”	is	suitable	and	the	“olive	tree”	is	bearing	fruit	
according	to	His	original	purposes,	unto	His	glory.	This	is	how	the	salvation	of	ALL	people	works.		
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Don’t Think Too Highly…  
 

Scripture: Romans 11:17-18 – And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, 
being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of 
the root and fatness of the olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do 
boast, [remember that] you do not support the root, but the root [supports] you.	

The	Bible	goes	great	lengths	to	describe	God’s	purpose	for	Israel	as	the	chief	conduit	by	which	He	
offers	His	grace	–	the	forgiveness	of	sins	unto	eternal	life.	While	Jesus	is	the	ultimate	Root	of	God’s	
work	to	bear	fruit	by	His	Spirit	in	the	likeness	of	His	own	righteousness,	the	children	of	Israel	have	
always	been	referred	to	in	a	similar	way.	This	is	not	to	equate	Israel	with	Jesus,	but	at	the	same	time,	
a	major	part	of	Jesus’	identity	as	the	Messiah	and	Son	of	God	is	rooted	in	Jewish	heritage	according	to	
the	specific	intentions	of	the	Father.	The	Bible	frequently	compares	God’s	work	to	offer	salvation	
through	Israel	as	the	work	of	a	vinedresser	planting	an	olive	tree	in	order	to	bear	fruit.	God	had	the	
desire	to	plant	Israel	like	an	olive	tree;	undertook	the	responsibility	to	water	and	nourish	Israel	like	
an	olive	tree;	and	did	so	with	the	intentions	of	bearing	fruit	like	a	healthy	olive	tree.	God’s	work	in	
Israel	is	not	complete	until	He	produces	that	fruit.		

While	it	might	seem	like	that	work	has	failed	because	of	Israel’s	rejection	of	the	Gospel,	this	does	not	
mean	that	God	has	failed.	He’s	just	not	done	working.	Since	God’s	work	continues,	the	attitudes	of	
God’s	people	should	be	mindful	of	this	truth.	The	Apostle	Paul	was	indeed	called	to	be	the	chief	
minister	of	the	Gospel	to	Gentiles	during	his	lifetime,	and	as	such,	Paul	warned	Gentiles	about	how	to	
respond	to	God’s	work	concerning	Israel.	The	scriptures	clearly	teach	that	Israel	is	the	olive	tree.	Paul	
taught	that	Israel’s	rejection	of	the	Gospel	(as	a	nation)	was	like	some	of	the	branches	of	the	tree	
being	broken	off.	Some	broken	branches	doesn’t	affect	the	integrity	of	the	entire	tree.	This	refers	to	
the	fact	that	while	some	individuals	and	generations	have	denied	God’s	righteousness	(especially	
through	Jesus),	the	“tree”	of	God’s	work	in	Israel	is	still	intact.	Gentiles	are	called	to	praise	God	for	
this	truth,	not	criticize	Jews	or	boast	against	them.		

Instead,	Gentiles	are	called	to	recognize	the	true	manner	of	our	salvation.	Paul	likened	Gentile	
salvation	to	a	“wild	olive	tree.”	The	word	“wild”	refers	to	something	uncultivated.	In	other	words,	
Gentiles	are	not	natural	to	the	promises	God	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	The	miracle	of	
Gentile	salvation	is	FAR	GREATER	than	the	miracle	of	Jewish	salvation.	Salvation	is	offered	to	all,	but	
begins	with	the	Jews,	being	intended	primarily	for	them.	As	an	olive	tree,	it	is	not	unusual	to	see	an	
olive	tree	bear	olives.	However,	Gentiles	being	“grafted	in	among	them”	is	like	an	apple	tree	branch	
being	tied	to	an	olive	tree	trunk	and	olives	being	produced	from	that!	Everything	is	supposed	to	
reproduce	of	its	own	kind,	yet	God	worked	this	intense	miracle	that	Gentiles	can	be	“grafted	into”	His	
work	of	salvation.	In	other	words,	God	introduced	Gentiles	into	promises	that	were	intended	for	
Jews.	Recall	that	“the	root”	spoke	of	the	Patriarchs	and	the	promises	God	made	to	their	descendants.	
Those	promises	did	not	include	Gentiles,	yet,	God	has	made	it	possible	for	Gentiles	to	be	heirs	of	His	
eternally	unconditional	promises.	If	God	had	not	ever	made	these	promises	to	Israel,	Gentiles	would	
have	no	hope	for	salvation.	Our	life	is	on	account	of	their	heritage	because	God	made	it	that	way.		
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Be Afraid! 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:19-20 – You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might 
be grafted in." Well [said]. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by 
faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.	

The	sovereignty	of	God	is	an	extremely	difficult	subject	to	deal	with.	The	concept	identifies	God’s	
total	independence	and	supreme	control.	He	doesn’t	rely	on	anyone	for	anything.	He	can	do	anything	
He	wants	with	anyone	at	any	time.	Traditionally,	these	ideas	have	been	disturbing	to	people.	Lots	of	
people	have	a	hard	time	accepting	the	fact	that	God	is	in	charge	of	absolutely	everything	and	that	we	
are	not	in	control	like	we	hope	and	think.	The	truth	of	God’s	sovereignty	completely	opposes	the	idea	
that	we	can	do	anything	we	put	our	minds	to	and	is	a	massive	sting	to	the	human	ego.	According	to	
the	Bible,	God	is	in	charge	of	every	life,	every	thought,	and	every	action	whether	we	like	it	or	not.	It	is	
our	duty	as	believers	to	accept	this	truth	by	faith,	submit	to	this	truth	in	humility,	and	live	in	such	a	
manner	such	as	scripture	prescribes.		
	
According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	God’s	people	should	not	rebel	against	this	truth,	but	instead	respond	
to	God	with	fear	and	humility!	Consider	the	Bible’s	teaching	about	salvation	through	the	Book	of	
Romans	thus	far.	Salvation	is	completely	the	work	of	God	that	no	human	being	can	contribute	to.	
Unless	God	does	the	work	of	salvation,	all	people	would	burn	in	hell	eternally	separated	from	God,	
and	rightly	so.	Salvation	is	available	to	all	but	flows	chiefly	through	the	conduit	of	Israel	according	to	
God’s	sovereign	purposes.	The	Bible	likens	this	work	to	God	being	a	Vinedresser	that	decided	for	
Himself	to	plant	an	olive	tree	to	enjoy	its	fruit.	He	planted	the	seed,	nourished	the	plant,	and	pruned	
it	according	to	His	good	pleasure	to	bear	the	quality	of	fruit	He	desired.	The	Bible	even	says	that	He	
removes	some	branches	natural	to	the	tree	in	order	to	make	room	for	branches	that	are	unnatural	to	
the	tree	in	order	to	show	His	power	and	mercy	to	bear	olives	from	a	branch	that	shouldn’t	produce	
them.	God	is	the	One	that	decides	how	the	tree	will	be	formed,	where	fruit	will	come	from,	and	to	
what	degree.	He	also	decides	what	to	remove	and	exclude	from	the	tree	to	use	as	firewood.	
	
This	testimony	shows	the	extent	of	God’s	power	and	control.	He	decides	who	will	be	saved	before	
they	are	born.	Salvation	doesn’t	have	anything	to	do	with	a	decision	that	people	make.	If	not	for	God’s	
revelation	and	control,	we	would	not	know	God	to	choose	Him,	and	would	not	choose	Him	when	He’s	
revealed	to	us.	That’s	what	Israel’s	history	proves.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	desires	for	the	nation	
of	Israel	as	a	whole	to	be	exalted	through	the	work	of	salvation	He	does	in	them,	but	has	already	
determined	that	many	individuals	within	the	nation	will	not	receive	the	benefits	of	His	inheritance	
because	of	unbelief.	Faith	comes	by	hearing	God’s	Word,	which	means	God	administrates	faith.	Yet,	
many	Jewish	individuals	have	unbelief	instead	of	faith,	which	is	part	of	God’s	plan.	Then,	it	is	the	
unbelief	of	Jews	that	allows	Gentiles	to	hear	and	receive	the	Word.	God	is	in	charge	of	that	too!	So	
Paul’s	point	is	simple.	God’s	people	should	be	afraid	of	the	He	who	decides	who	will	believe	and	who	
will	not.	Since	He	is	the	cause	of	faith,	and	has	shown	a	willingness	to	keep	His	own	people	from	faith,	
who	are	we	to	criticize	God’s	control	lest	we	find	ourselves	absent	the	faith	that	keeps	us	from	hell.	
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He’s Not Obligated 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:21 – For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not 
spare you either.	

The	Bible	goes	great	lengths	to	explain	God’s	holiness	and	transcendence.	The	Bible	thoroughly	
explains	that	God	is	the	Most	High	God	and	His	name	alone	is	worthy	of	glory,	praise,	honor,	and	fear.	
He	is	God	and	there	is	no	other.	God	is	the	source	of	life,	goodness,	righteousness,	justice,	and	peace.	
He	is	light	and	in	Him	is	no	darkness	at	all.	On	the	other	hand,	the	Bible	also	goes	great	lengths	to	
describe	the	nature	of	humans.	There	are	none	that	are	righteousness.	Every	living	person	falls	short	
of	the	glory	of	God.	Together,	we	have	all	become	unprofitable	in	God’s	economy.	The	life	of	every	
person	is	offensive	to	God.	No	matter	the	quality	or	extent	of	revelation	that	people	have	received	of	
God,	history	shows	–	Biblical	or	otherwise	–	that	people	are	prone	to	fight	against	God	and	His	ways.	
People	want	to	live	life	their	own	ways	rather	than	acknowledge	God’s	supremacy	and	live	by	His	
standards.		
	
It	is	for	this	reason	that	God	doesn’t	owe	anyone	anything.	God	is	not	a	respecter	of	persons,	nor	does	
He	have	to	be.	People	are	often	offended	at	the	ways	God	“lets	bad	things	happen	to	good	people.”	
This	manner	of	thinking	is	offensive	to	God.	He’s	already	declared	that	there’s	no	such	thing	as	a	good	
person.	Any	unfortunate	circumstance	and	tragedy	is	well	deserved	from	God’s	perspective.	In	fact,	
the	unfortunate	circumstances	and	tragedies	in	this	life	are	often	extension	of	God’s	mercy	compared	
to	what	certain	people	actually	deserve.	God	treats	everyone	by	the	same	standards	according	to	His	
righteousness.	Though	all	people	make	mistakes,	God	has	revealed	Himself	in	such	a	manner	so	as	to	
offer	all	people	forgiveness	for	those	mistakes.	Yet,	there	are	people	who	deny	God’s	offer	of	
forgiveness,	thinking	it	to	be	unnecessary.	There	are	many	who	reject	God’s	offer	of	mercy	and	grace	
and	instead	criticize	God	and	His	purposes.	When	you	consider	the	constant	rebellious	attitudes	of	
people	compared	to	the	manner	in	which	God	offered	mercy	and	grace	(through	the	blood	of	His	only	
begotten	Son),	it	is	clear	why	God	cuts	some	people	off	from	the	benefits	of	His	goodness.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	Gentiles	should	be	especially	careful	in	our	attitudes	towards	the	Jews.	It	
is	true	that	the	Jews	have	had	a	hard	time	with	their	relationship	with	God	over	their	history.	This	
does	not	mean	that	Gentiles	have	the	right	to	look	down	upon	the	Jews	because	of	their	attitudes	
towards	God.	Just	because	God	has	allowed	Gentiles	to	be	saved	doesn’t	mean	that	Gentiles	can	look	
down	on	Jews	that	reject	God	as	if	we	are	above	them.	This	is	not	true.	The	history	of	God’s	dealings	
with	the	Jews	proves	this	as	true.	God	has	proven	that	He	is	willing	to	cut	certain	individuals	out	of	
the	inheritance	He	promised	to	the	household	of	Israel.	God	will	not	let	rejection	and	rebellion	
continue	on	forever.	There	is	an	expiration	to	God’s	offer	of	forgiveness	to	the	INDIVIDUAL	(not	to	
the	nation).	Since	God	has	shown	in	the	past	that	He’s	willing	to	remove	some	from	promises	He’s	
made	as	individuals,	what	makes	Gentiles	think	He	won’t	also	do	the	same	to	those	who	required	a	
greater	miracle	to	be	a	part	of	the	promise	to	begin	with?	The	opportunity	for	salvation	WILL	NOT	
always	be	available.	Thus,	God’s	people	should	fear	the	sovereignty	of	God	and	appreciate	the	gift	
He’s	given	rather	than	criticize	His	work	towards	others,	or	the	lives	of	other	people.		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

Goodness AND Severity 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:22 – Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on 
those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in [His] goodness. 
Otherwise you also will be cut off.	

There	are	many	people	who	inappropriately	think	that	God’s	judgment	and	mercy	are	mutually	
exclusive	attributes	of	God.	There	are	many	who	think	that	a	person	who	confesses	that	God	is	good	
is	suddenly	exempt	from	the	judgments	of	God.	Many	people	try	to	rationalize	and	justify	their	
perspective	and	interpretation	of	God	by	taking	extreme	stances	concerning	the	scriptures.	For	
example,	when	have	a	hard	time	understanding	how	God	can	judge	those	who	appeared	to	be	
believers	at	one	point,	there	is	often	a	fear	that	God	can	remove	salvation	from	people.	Suddenly,	
Christian	faith	becomes	about	performing	well	so	that	we	don’t	offend	God	so	that	He	strips	us	of	the	
promises	He	made.	This	is	not	how	it	works,	and	unless	we	understand	who	God	is	according	to	the	
declarations	of	truth	as	they	are	written	in	His	Word,	these	issues	don’t	get	any	easier	to	understand.		
	
When	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	in	Rome,	the	Jews	were	having	a	hard	time	understanding	and	
accepting	the	Gospel.	Paul	explained	that	this	was	part	of	God’s	plan.	God’s	plan	for	salvation	has	
always	been	likened	to	God’s	desire	to	bear	fruit	through	His	work	to	plant	an	olive	tree.	The	tree	is	
the	nation	of	Israel,	and	the	fruit	is	the	evidence	of	God’s	glory	that	made	the	tree	grow.	Though	God	
always	had	it	in	His	mind	to	save	Gentiles	too,	clearly	the	illustration	of	the	olive	tree	shows	that,	
unless	God’s	work	with	Israel	is	complete,	the	full	benefits	of	salvation	for	anyone	cannot	be	received.	
This	has	been	confusing	to	Gentiles.	Many	Gentiles	felt	that	they	were	more	favored	by	God	because	
of	their	salvation	compared	to	the	Jewish	rejection	of	the	Gospel	(as	a	nation).	Paul	warned	the	
Gentiles	about	this	presumptuous	attitude	saying	that	Gentiles	should	be	thankful	to	the	Jews	and	
fearful	of	God	that	they	are	able	to	be	saved,	not	prideful	about	the	favor	they	think	they	have.	
	
Paul	warned	the	Gentiles	to	consider	God’s	full	nature:	His	goodness	AND	severity.	Here,	God’s	
“goodness”	refers	to	the	faithfulness	and	mercy	He	shows	to	save	anyone	at	all.	He	does	not	respond	
quickly	in	anger	towards	the	sins	of	people.	He	is	faithful	to	deal	with	sin	through	forgiveness	for	
those	who	are	humble.	The	“severity”	of	God	refers	to	sharpness	and	roughness.	Paul	reminded	the	
Gentiles	that	God	was	sharp	to	Jews	who	were	called	as	a	nation,	but	as	individuals,	fell	in	unbelief	on	
account	of	pride	and	self-righteousness.	Though	God	planted	a	tree	called	“Israel,”	there	were	many	
individual	Jewish	branches	removed	from	that	tree	and	cast	off.	If	God	was	willing	to	do	so	with	
Israel,	He	will	certainly	be	willing	to	do	so	with	Gentiles.	Paul’s	point	here	was	simple:	Just	because	a	
person	accepts	that	God	is	good	and	does	good	things	doesn’t	disqualify	them	from	the	sharpness	of	
God’s	judgment.	Those	who	have	truly	been	saved	are	not	quick	to	judge	and	condemn	others	in	
pride	and	self-righteousness,	making	presumptuous	claims	about	God’s	dealings	with	certain	people.	
Those	who	think	they	can	do	God’s	job	in	this	manner	will	find	that	God	is	good	to	the	humble,	but	
also	severe	to	the	proud.	Just	because	a	person	admits	God	is	good	doesn’t	mean	they’ll	get	the	
benefits	of	His	goodness.	God	will	still	judge	those	who	pridefully	criticize	God’s	plans	for	His	people.		
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The Miracle of Repentance 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:23-24 – And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be 
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive tree 
which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these, who [are] natural [branches], be grafted into their own olive 
tree?	

The	Jews	have	often	been	referred	to	as	“stiff-neck”	and	stubborn	people	both	in	and	outside	of	
scripture.	Regardless	of	the	extent	of	miraculous	revelation	that	God	has	given	to	the	Jews,	there	have	
always	been	generations	of	Jews	that	seem	to	purposefully	rebel	against	God,	deny	His	righteousness,	
and	try	to	live	their	own	ways	until	their	ultimate	demise.	This	is	a	cycle	that	is	constant	in	the	
testimony	of	scripture.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	many	Gentiles	have	assumed	that	God	is	done	
showing	mercy	to	the	Jews.	Many	have	wrongly	concluded	that	God	has	cut	Israel	off	as	beneficiaries	
to	His	promises,	some	even	believing	that	the	Gentile	church	is	the	“New	Jerusalem.”	These	ideas	are	
ignorant	and	false.	If	the	Gentile	church	thinks	that	it	would	take	a	miracle	for	God	to	show	mercy	to	
the	Jews,	the	Gentile	church	would	be	wise	to	consider	the	extent	of	miracle	God	works	to	save	them!		
	
When	interpreting	the	principles	taught	in	Romans	11:23-24	it	is	important	to	consider	the	context.	
Recall	that	Paul	was	speaking	generally	about	God’s	global	plan	for	salvation.	Paul	was	speaking	on	
behalf	of	God’s	eternal	perspective	so	that	when	he	referred	to	Jews	and	Gentiles,	he	wasn’t	referring	
to	any	particular	individual	or	generation.	Paul	spoke	in	regard	to	the	totality	of	God’s	plan,	which	
would	include	all	people	in	all	generations.	When	Paul	wrote,	“And	they	also,	if	they	do	not	continue	
in	unbelief,”	he	was	referring	to	the	Jews.	At	the	time	that	Paul	wrote,	Israel	as	a	nation,	was	in	a	state	
of	unbelief.	The	Jewish	religious	leaders	led	the	majority	of	the	population	to	reject	the	Gospel.	This	
didn’t	mean	that	all	Jews	were	non-believers.	Remember	that	there	is	ALWAYS	a	small	remnant	that	
God	uses	to	preserve	His	work	of	salvation.	Paul	was	referring	to	the	majority,	but	even	stated	that	
the	majority	had	a	chance	to	repent,	showing	God’s	attitude	towards	the	nation	as	a	whole.		
	
Consider	Israel’s	history.	There	were	many	generations	where	Israel	rebelled	against	God	and	
rejected	His	righteousness.	Yet,	there	were	also	many	generations	that	were	led	in	nation	repentance	
such	as	during	the	days	of	Hezekiah	and	Josiah.	Like	in	those	days,	Paul	taught	that	if	Israel	–	as	a	
nation	–	were	to	repent,	they	could	again	receive	the	benefits	of	God’s	promises	that	God	made	to	
Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	Considering	the	analogy	of	the	olive	tree,	if	God	was	able	to	
supernaturally	graft	in	“wild	branches”	so	that	Gentiles	could	be	beneficiaries	of	Jewish	promises,	He	
is	CERTAINLY	able	to	reattach	natural	olive	branches	into	a	tree	of	its	own	kind.	Which	miracle	
would	require	greater	power:	Attaching	a	banana	branch	to	an	apple	tree	to	bear	apples,	or	
reattaching	an	apple	branch	to	bear	apples?	So	while	many	Gentiles	think	the	Jews	have	sinned	too	
much	to	receive	the	benefits	of	God’s	promises,	Paul’s	point	is	that	God’s	work	of	salvation	by	faith	
through	grace	is	so	miraculous	that	His	original	plans	to	produce	fruit	through	Jews	and	then	Gentiles	
through	the	Jews,	has	never	been	compromised,	thus	proving	that	God	alone	saves,	not	human	works.		
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Blindness, Only In Part… 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:25 – For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.	

The	Bible	teaches	a	startling	truth	about	knowledge,	wisdom,	and	revelation.	The	work	of	God	
concerning	salvation,	specifically	through	Israel,	is	considered	a	“mystery.”	This	means	that	the	
identity,	work,	and	purposes	of	God	are	“hidden”	until	God	decides	He	wants	to	reveal	it.	Thus,	the	
knowledge	and	understanding	of	God’s	declarations	and	purposes	has	NOTHING	to	do	with	human	
intellect,	experience,	or	studying	technique.	It	is	the	sovereign	will	of	God	to	uncover	the	eyes	of	men	
and	women	to	the	truth	of	His	identity,	works,	purposes,	and	promises.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	approached	this	reality	with	great	zeal.	Knowing	that	the	things	of	God	were	
normally	“hidden,”	he	was	not	content	to	just	let	things	remain	unseen.	Having	been	selected	by	God	
to	have	his	eyes	opened,	Paul	was	a	good	steward	to	take	care	of	the	truth	that	was	revealed	to	him,	
and	encourage	the	learning	of	the	truth	through	teaching.	The	Bible	likens	God’s	work	of	salvation	to	
the	planting	of	an	olive	tree	that	bears	much	fruit.	God	is	the	planter.	The	seed	is	Jesus	as	the	Word.	
The	roots	are	the	promises	that	God	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	The	tree	itself	is	Israel	as	a	
whole,	while	the	branches	of	the	tree	represent	the	various	Jewish	generations	and	individuals.	The	
fruit	then	is	representative	of	the	work	of	the	Father	and	the	Son	to	manifest	goodness	through	the	
children	of	Israel.	The	faithful	Jews	abide	and	bear	fruit.	The	unfaithful	are	pruned	from	the	tree	so	
that	the	tree	could	produce	more	fruitful	growth.	To	fill	the	voids	of	the	tree	where	unfaithful	
branches	were	removed,	God	worked	a	miracle	to	graft	in	branches	unnatural	to	the	olive	tree,	
referring	to	Gentiles.	Still,	the	roots	of	the	tree	are	made	up	of	the	Abrahamic	Covenant,	the	trunk	still	
Jewish	in	nature,	and	the	fruit	is	still	the	effects	of	the	Vinedresser	and	the	Seed.		
	
Paul	explained	this	truth	to	Gentiles	with	great	purpose.	According	to	the	Bible,	failure	to	understand	
this	fundamental	parable	of	God’s	work	will	have	devastating	consequences.	Paul	wrote	that	
ignorance	to	this	basic	truth	of	God’s	work	causes	one	to	be	wise	in	their	own	opinion.	This	refers	to	
pride.	If	God	does	not	manifest	things	that	are	otherwise	hidden,	what	wisdom	does	one	have	except	
one’s	own	flawed	opinion	concerning	spiritual	things?	How	can	anyone	be	right	about	spiritual	
things	relying	on	their	own	opinion?	It	is	true	that	Israel	was	“blind,”	but	only	in	part.	Many	in	Israel’s	
history	did	not	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	identity,	plans,	and	purposes.	That	was	only	in	part	
however.	Recall	that	Paul	mentioned	the	testimony	of	Elijah	to	prove	that	God	NEVER	allows	the	
entirety	of	Israel	to	fall	to	blindness.	Paul’s	own	ministry	was	evidence	of	the	same	truth.	Since	only	
“part”	of	Israel	is	blind,	it	is	clear	that	God	is	still	working	towards	the	fulfilment	of	His	promises	to	
them	to	bear	fruit	from	the	tree	that	He	first	planted.	When	God	is	done	adding	unnatural	branches	to	
His	tree,	He’ll	get	back	to	work	on	the	beautification	of	the	natural	branches	unto	His	glory.	Failure	to	
understand	this	point	causes	much	greater	spiritual	infirmities,	so	like	Paul,	we	must	be	good	
stewards	of	this	revelation	and	tend	to	it,	nurture	it,	and	encourage	the	teaching	of	it.		
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All Israel Will Be Saved! 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:26-27 – And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this 
[is] My covenant with them, when I take away their sins."	

	
The	Bible	shows	that	Israel	has	been	an	extremely	rebellious	nation	against	God	since	the	beginning.	
God	has	been	patient	with	Israel,	but	God	has	also	brought	great	judgments	against	Israel.	At	the	time	
of	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	Jews	as	a	nation,	were	still	in	rebellion	against	God,	however	at	that	time	
more	specifically	through	the	rejection	of	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	The	majority	of	the	Jews,	including	
the	Jewish	religious	leaders,	did	not	accept	that	Jesus	was	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	as	evidenced	
by	the	mobs	that	called	for	the	crucifixion	of	Jesus,	and	the	violent	waves	of	persecution	that	was	
levied	against	men	like	Peter,	James,	John,	and	Paul.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	Israel	–	as	a	
nation	–	was	cut	off	from	the	promises	of	God.	Just	because	the	majority	of	the	nation	isn’t	accepting	
the	identity	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	doesn’t	mean	that	God	has	discarded	them	from	
His	blessings	and	eternally	unconditional	promises.		
	
The	reason	that	Israel	cannot	be	written	out	of	God’s	plans	is	because	God	has	repeatedly	declared	
that	they	will	be	saved.	The	Apostle	Paul	warned	Gentile	believers	to	not	be	arrogant	about	their	
salvation	as	if	their	faith	made	them	better	than	Jews.	The	Jews	were	still	God’s	people	and	Israel	was	
still	the	conduit	by	which	all	people	are	saved.	No	matter	the	faults	of	the	majority,	God	swore	to	
uphold	His	promise	to	Israel	and	will	NEVER	turn	back	from	it.	Paul	plainly	quoted	Old	Testament	
scripture	to	remind	all	people	that	ALL	of	Israel	will	be	saved.	He	specifically	quoted	Isaiah	59:20-21,	
but	that	quotation	is	a	reference	to	many	other	scriptures	that	reference	the	same	point.	God	
promised	that	a	“Delivered”	will	come	out	of	Zion,	meaning	that	God’s	Messiah	would	be	Jewish.	Why	
would	God	cut	off	the	very	people	of	which	His	Savior	originates	from?	The	Messiah	will	come	for	the	
purpose	of	turning	away	ungodliness	from	Israel.	If	God	purges	sin	from	Israel,	what	reason	is	there	
to	discard	them	from	His	blessings?		
	
According	to	the	Bible,	God’s	covenant	contracts	with	Israel,	that	He	swore	upon	Himself,	are	all	
based	on	His	ability	and	willingness	to	forgive	Israel’s	sins.	The	New	Covenant	documented	in	
Jeremiah	31:33-34	specifically	states	that	God	will	restore	His	relationship	with	His	people	by	putting	
His	Law	and	righteousness	in	the	minds	and	hearts	of	His	people.	Jesus’	sacrifice	made	this	possible.	
In	Isaiah	43:25	God	explained	that	Israel’s	restoration	is	the	means	by	which	He	proves	His	own	
reputation	as	powerful,	sovereign,	faithful,	merciful,	and	gracious.	Isaiah	44:21-22	explains	that	God	
has	always	intended	for	all	of	Israel	to	be	His	servants,	and	He	hasn’t	forgotten.	Zechariah	13:8-9	
explains	that	“all	Israel”	actually	refers	only	to	1/3	of	the	population	of	Israel;	the	true	Israel,	
circumcised	of	heart	through	the	refining	of	fire	by	the	Great	Tribulation.	God’s	plan	has	always	been	
to	cut	off	2/3	of	“uncircumcised	of	heart”	Jews	to	show	Himself	true	and	right	through	the	remnant	
He	preserves	unto	His	own	glory.			
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God’s Choice, Not Ours… 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:28 – Concerning the gospel [they are] enemies for your sake, but 
concerning the election [they are] beloved for the sake of the fathers.	

The	Book	of	Romans	is	a	book	dedicated	to	explaining	the	wonderful	miracle	of	salvation.	Since	
salvation	for	anyone	is	a	miraculous	work,	God	must	be	the	author	of	the	work.	Since	God	is	the	
author	of	the	work,	He	must	be	the	One	that	determines	when	and	how	the	work	gets	done.	God	
works	miracles,	people	don’t.	This	means	that	the	miraculous	work	of	salvation	is	exclusively	the	
work	of	God,	and	even	though	human	beings	are	the	beneficiaries	of	God’s	work,	we	do	not	
contribute	to	it.	Those	who	are	saved	are	saved	because	God	decided	to	save	those	people	and	
exercised	His	supreme	power,	authority,	and	wisdom	to	forgive	sins	unto	eternal	life.		
	
This	is	the	principle	that	Paul	summarized.	The	Gentile	believers	at	the	time	of	Paul	were	having	a	
hard	time	adjusting	to	their	new	lives	in	Christ.	Paul	explained	that	salvation	was,	and	always	had	
been,	a	Jewish-centric	work.	The	scriptures	had	always	likened	God’s	work	to	save	as	the	work	of	a	
vinedresser	to	plant	an	olive	tree	to	bear	fruit.	There	are	many	examples	of	the	prophets	speaking	of	
Israel	as	the	tree	from	which	the	fruit	of	salvation	comes.	The	root	of	the	tree	is	based	in	the	promises	
that	God	made	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	This	is	why	it	was	a	Messianic	requirement	for	Jesus	to	
be	a	descendant	of	the	patriarchs	and	King	David.	Salvation	was	available	to	Gentiles,	but	through	the	
conduit	of	the	Jews	first.	This	was	confusing	to	Gentiles	because	many	Jews,	including	the	religious	
leaders,	were	rejecting	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	They	did	not	accept	Him	as	the	Son	of	God	and	
Messiah	and	were	persecuting	those	who	did.	How	could	salvation	come	from	the	very	people	that	
denied	the	Savior?		
	
Paul	explained	that	this	was	always	part	of	God’s	plan.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	had	preserved	
some	Jews	to	be	saved	even	though	the	majority	of	Jews	denied	the	Gospel.	Paul	taught	that	those	
who	opposed	the	Gospel	were	enemies	of	the	Gospel	for	the	sake	of	Gentiles.	If	not	for	those	Jews	
rejecting	the	Gospel,	the	message	would	not	get	to	Gentiles	because	God	was	using	the	salvation	of	
Gentiles	to	save	Jews	by	making	them	jealous.	Thus,	God	had	selected	many	Jews	to	reject	the	Gospel	
in	order	that	He	could	save	certain	Gentiles	that	He	also	selected,	thereby	saving	other	Jews	that	God	
also	selected!	This	means	that	“the	election”	is	considered	beloved	of	God	for	reasons	that	have	
nothing	to	do	with	their	individual	merits.	Paul’s	reference	to	“the	election”	refers	to	those	that	were	
saved	–	Jewish	and	Gentile	–	but	with	an	emphasis	on	Jews.	There	were	some	Jews	who	were	saved,	
like	Paul	and	his	companions,	proving	that	God	was	not	done	saving	Jews.	However,	those	Jews	were	
preserved	from	the	overall	Jewish	rejection	of	the	Gospel	and	considered	beloved	of	God	because	of	
God’s	promises	to	“the	fathers.”	Paul’s	mention	of	“the	fathers”	refers	to	the	promises	God	made	to	
Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	In	other	words,	whatever	Jews	were	saved,	were	not	saved	because	of	
their	individual	excellence	or	enlightenment,	but	on	account	of	the	promises	God	made	to	the	
patriarchs.	The	remnant	of	Israel	that	was	saved	was	saved	because	God	is	faithful,	powerful,	and	
wise	to	fulfill	the	promises	made	well	before.	Since	this	is	true	of	the	miracle	of	salvation	to	Israel,	it	
is	far	more	true	concerning	Gentiles.	We	were	saved	because	God	decided	us	to	be,	plain	and	simple.		
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The Gifts & Calling of God 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:29 – For the gifts and the calling of God [are] irrevocable.	

The	scriptures	make	it	abundantly	clear	that	salvation	is	the	work	of	the	Lord.	No	individual	that	is	
saved	from	condemnation	was	saved	on	account	of	individual	merits	or	value.	A	child	of	God	is	able	
to	be	so	because	God	made	the	decision	and	did	the	work	that	needed	to	be	done	in	order	to	fulfill	
that	decision.	For	this	reason,	the	Apostle	Paul	likened	the	benefits	of	salvation	to	a	“gift.”	The	Greek	
word	that	Paul	used	to	describe	the	gift	is	the	word	“charisma,”	which	is	a	variation	of	the	Greek	
word	“charis,”	meaning	“grace”	in	the	English	language.	In	other	words,	Paul	described	salvation	as	
the	essence	of	God’s	grace.	God	decided	to	save	both	Jews	and	Gentiles,	and	did	so	on	account	of	His	
own	decision	to	offer	up	this	privilege.	The	English	dictionary	defines	“gift”	as:	a	thing	given	willingly	
to	someone	without	payment.	In	other	words,	God	provided	His	favor	without	requiring	anything	
from	those	who	receive	it.	Certain	Jews	and	Gentiles	are	able	to	escape	the	condemnation	of	hell	
simply	because	God	decided	that	some	people	would	be	able	to	do	so.		
	
This	point	is	further	proven	true	in	that	the	“gift”	is	tied	to	the	“calling”	of	God.	The	scriptures	explain	
how	these	two	concepts	are	related.	Romans	1:7	explains	that	God	“called”	His	people	to	be	“saints,”	
referring	to	His	holy	and	sanctified	purposes	dealing	with	the	revelation	of	His	glory.	Romans	8:28	
states	that	those	who	are	called	get	the	benefits	of	God’s	goodness	because	of	the	calling.	Romans	
8:30	explains	that	those	who	are	called,	were	predestined	by	God	to	receive	His	goodness	based	on	
His	independent	and	sovereign	choice.	Paul	also	wrote	in	1	Corinthians	1:9	that	calling	of	God	is	
based	on	His	own	faithfulness.	God	promised	that	He	would	join	people	to	Himself	through	Jesus	as	
the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah,	and	the	“calling”	of	God	is	the	means	by	which	He	fulfills	that	promise.	
Lastly,	Paul	wrote	in	2	Timothy	1:9	that	God	determined	those	who	would	be	“called”	before	time	
began.	His	decision	to	call	certain	individuals	according	to	His	purposes,	to	receive	His	goodness	
(salvation)	by	possessing	His	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	was	made	before	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light.”		
	
These	are	important	truths	to	understand,	especially	in	times	of	struggle	and	failure.	If	our	salvation	
was	given	on	the	basis	of	God’s	decision	in	spite	of	us,	then	our	ability	to	remain	saved	must	take	
place	by	the	same	grace.	Paul’s	point	was	that,	even	though	the	children	of	Israel	looked	like	they	
were	in	bad	shape	from	a	spiritual	perspective,	their	condition	would	not	affect	God’s	original	
decision	and	works	to	fulfill	His	decision.	Notice	that	both	the	gift	AND	calling	are	irrevocable.	This	
means	that	God	doesn’t	regret	giving	His	gift	and	doesn’t	regret	the	calling	He	placed	upon	the	lives	
of	His	people.	Just	because	God’s	people	fail	and	often	walk	in	unbelief	doesn’t	mean	that	God	feels	
sorry	that	He	promised	to	save	people.	Since	both	the	gift	and	the	calling	were	determined	before	
time	began,	God	knew	that	He	was	calling	flawed	people.	He	gave	the	gift	in	spite	of	our	unbelief.	He	
made	the	call	in	spite	of	our	unfaithfulness.	When	we	are	unfaithful,	He	remains	faithful.	Thus,	no	
matter	the	condition	of	Israel	at	the	time	of	Paul,	God	didn’t	regret	His	gift	and	calling	to	the	point	
that	He	would	restrict	the	remnant	from	the	gift	and	calling.	Since	this	is	true	of	Israel	because	of	
God’s	faithfulness,	it	is	true	for	all	of	those	who	have	been	saved	by	God’s	decision;	and	since	we	were	
saved	in	this	manner,	we	remain	saved	the	same	way!		
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God’s Proof 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:30-32 – For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their disobedience, even so these also have now been 
disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. For God has 
committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.	

Have	you	ever	wondered	why	you	continue	to	struggle	with	the	same	issues	in	your	life	that	are	
offensive	to	God?	You	know	that	these	certain	areas	of	struggle	are	wrong,	but	find	that	you	keep	
doing	the	same	wrong	things.	You’ve	prayed	and	the	habit	still	exists.	You	hate	that	you	keep	falling	
in	the	same	manner,	but	can’t	seem	to	avoid	the	traps,	and	often	times	desire	to	do	the	things	you	
know	are	wrong.	Why	does	God	let	this	happen?	Why	does	God	seemingly	ignore	our	prayers	to	
deliver	us	from	these	issues?	Why	does	it	sometimes	seem	like	we’re	still	in	bondage	even	though	the	
basis	of	our	faith	is	to	trust	that	Jesus’	sacrifice	was	sufficient	to	deliver	us	from	bondage?	These	are	
difficult	questions,	but	thankfully,	the	Bible	addresses	each	and	every	one!	
	
The	Apostle	Paul	addressed	these	sorts	of	issues	in	one	clean	swipe.	According	to	the	Bible,	all	people	
are	saved	on	the	basis	of	mercy.	Addressing	Gentiles	in	this	section	of	scripture,	Paul	reminded	them	
that	they	were	once	disobedient	to	God	through	the	same	quality	of	unbelief	that	was	permeating	in	
Israel.	The	Gentiles	were	beginning	to	think	as	if	they	were	superior	to	the	Jews	since	many	Gentiles	
were	coming	to	faith	while	many	Jews	were	rebellious	to	the	Gospel.	Paul	reminded	the	Gentile	part	
of	the	church	that	they	too	lived	in	the	same	manner	of	unbelief	as	those	they	criticized.	Yet,	many	
Gentiles	were	saved,	having	the	Spirit	of	God	as	confirmation.	Their	salvation	was	made	possible	by	
God’s	miraculous	work	that	stemmed	from	mercy.	God	was	not	only	powerful	to	graft	Gentiles	into	
Jewish	promises	concerning	forgiveness	of	sins,	but	also	merciful	to	give	Gentiles	the	opportunity	to	
receive	those	promises	even	though	they	were	disobedient	too.	If	God	showed	mercy	to	save	Gentiles	
that	were	unfaithful	at	one	time,	why	would	He	not	also	save	Jews	the	same	way?		
	
Paul	taught	that	the	same	mercy	that	allowed	Gentiles	to	be	saved	through	the	conduit	of	Jewish	
unbelief	would	be	the	same	mercy	that	saved	the	remnant	of	Jews	through	the	conduit	of	jealousy.	On	
either	side,	God’s	mercy	is	the	catalyst	to	salvation.	While	teaching	this	fundamental	principle,	Paul	
stated	a	truth	that	is	HUGE	to	encourage	all	believers	in	humility.	Paul	wrote	that	God	“has	
committed	them	all	to	disobedience.”	This	makes	it	sound	like	God	caused	people	to	sin	or	have	
unbelief.	The	Bible	explains	that	God	DOES	NOT	tempt	people	to	sin,	nor	is	He	tempted	Himself.	The	
Greek	word	for	“committed”	means	“to	shut	up	together	as	to	enclose.”	This	means	that	God	has	not	
caused	people	to	sin	to	show	that	He’s	merciful.	Instead,	God	has	enclosed	people	to	our	natural	
unbelief	to	prove	that	He’s	merciful.	All	people	are	naturally	rebellious	and	unfaithful	to	God	as	
proven	earlier	in	the	Book	of	Romans.	God	simply	keeps	us	close	to	our	sin	and	rebellion	to	remind	
us	that	we	cannot	escape	our	depravity	on	our	own,	thoroughly	proving	that	our	position	of	benefit	is	
purely	by	God’s	mercy.	Our	faults	remain	to	humbly	remind	us	that	we	live	because	God’s	mercy	
endures	forever.		
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Unsearchable, Untraceable 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:33 – Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable [are] His judgments and His ways past finding out!	

The	points	of	the	Book	of	Romans	are	exceptionally	difficult	to	understand!	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	
that	God	selected	Israel	to	be	His	special	treasure	and	unique	conduit	by	which	His	eternal	blessings	
come,	and	made	the	world’s	greatest	covenants	exclusively	with	Israel	because	of	their	stubbornness	
and	unfaithfulness.	This	seems	counterproductive	to	God’s	objective,	but	God	knew	what	He	was	
doing.	He	was	going	to	expose	the	wickedness	of	the	hearts	of	all	people	through	the	work	He	did	
with	Israel,	thereby	enabling	Gentiles	to	receive	the	same	benefits	that	He	intended	for	Israel.	Then,	
through	Gentile	salvation,	Jews	would	be	saved	on	account	of	jealousy	while	they	watch	Gentiles	
receive	God’s	benefits	intended	for	them.		
	
This	is	an	exceptionally	complicated	plan,	and	according	to	the	Bible,	this	is	by	design.	God	seeks	to	
separate	Himself	from	His	people	through	the	complexity	and	perfect	execution	of	His	plans.	This	
way,	no	one	will	doubt	that	God,	and	God	alone	is	responsible	for	the	salvation	of	anyone	–	Jew	or	
Gentile.	If	the	righteousness	of	God	is	made	manifest	through	the	Gospel	–	God’s	plans	to	save	Jews	
and	Gentiles	through	Jesus	–	who	can	match	the	wisdom	and	power	God	shows	to	execute	these	
plans?	Paul	wrote	that	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	that	God	demonstrated	to	save	corrupted	Jews	
and	Gentiles	is	“deep.”	The	word	“depth”	describing	the	magnitude	of	God’s	riches	in	wisdom	and	
knowledge	describes	the	depths	of	the	sea.	In	other	words,	the	riches	and	fullness	of	God’s	wisdom	
and	knowledge	is	deeper	than	the	bottoms	of	the	sea.	We	can’t	even	explore	all	the	depths	of	the	sea!		
	
The	depths	of	the	riches	and	fulness	of	God’s	wisdom	and	knowledge	is	proven	in	how	God	is	able	to	
determine	who	is	faithful	and	unfaithful,	and	use	both	to	His	advantage.	The	depths	of	the	riches	of	
God’s	knowledge	and	wisdom	is	proven	in	how	God	uses	the	unbelief	of	Jews	to	save	Gentiles	and	the	
jealousy	stimulated	by	Gentiles	to	save	Jews.	The	depths	of	God’s	riches	and	wisdom	is	proven	in	how	
God	is	able	to	keep	His	people	close	to	their	sin	to	humble	them,	while	also	preserving	the	spiritual	
integrity	of	those	same	people	to	eternally	bless	them.	This	is	why	Paul	said	that	God’s	“judgments”	
are	unsearchable.	The	mention	of	judgments	refers	to	the	final	verdict	that	is	rendered.	The	word	
“unsearchable”	refers	to	a	thorough	investigation	through	diligence	and	focus,	like	a	search	dog	
sniffing	out	a	target.	Even	with	that	sort	of	commitment	and	ability,	no	one	can	know	how	God	will	
judge	the	souls	of	people	–	who	He	will	save	and	who	He	will	not.	The	complexity	of	God’s	work	with	
Israel	proves	this	true.	All	Israel	will	be	saved	referring	to	only	1/3	of	the	total	population.	Which	
individuals	make	up	that	population?	Only	God	knows.	Likewise,	His	ways	are	past	finding	out.	This	
means	that	no	one	can	examine	the	conduct	of	God	and	trace	His	steps	to	follow	Him,	mimic	Him,	or	
dwell	with	Him.	As	stated	in	Isaiah	55:8,	it	is	impossible	to	follow	God	by	human	effort	because	we	
don’t	think	like	Him,	and	He	doesn’t	think	like	us.	In	Ephesians	3:8	Paul	wrote	that	he	was	able	to	
receive	and	possess	the	“unsearchable”	by	the	grace	of	God,	confessing	himself	to	be	the	least	of	all	of	
God’s	people.	Thus,	God	intentionally	makes	His	work	of	salvation	hard	to	understand	to	prove	to	us	
all	that	He,	and	He	alone	is	responsible	for	the	benefits	bestowed	to	us.	Praise	God!		
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God’s Superiority 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-35 – "For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has 
become His counselor?" "Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?"	

The	Bible	emphatically	teaches	that	God	is	superior	in	every	way.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	uses	
the	fundamental	works	of	salvation	to	prove	this	point.	God	intentionally	employed	an	exceptionally	
complex	method	to	save	people.	He	could	have	done	things	simpler,	but	God	instead	purposefully	
declared	and	executed	a	really	complicated	way	to	rescue	people	from	condemnation	and	hellfire.	
This	way,	God	would	prove	that	He	alone	is	responsible	for	the	bestowal	of	benefits	and	blessings	to	
those	who	ultimately	receive	them	in	the	end.	If	God’s	people	can’t	even	understand	the	plan	of	God	
to	save,	how	then	could	they	be	contributors	to	the	plan?	If	we	are	not	involved	in	the	plan,	how	then	
can	people	know	who	God	will	save	from	condemnation	and	who	will	be	condemned?	The	point	is,	
only	God	knows	these	things.	Thus,	God’s	people	are	not	called	speculate	on	that	which	cannot	be	
understood,	but	instead	submit	by	faith	to	the	superiority	of	the	Almighty	God!	
	
Paul	quoted	two	Old	Testament	passages	to	further	prove	God’s	superiority.	First,	he	quoted	Isaiah	
40:12-14.	The	context	of	this	passage	is	critical	to	know	in	order	to	understand	how	this	verse	fits	
within	Paul’s	point.	Isaiah	Chapter	40	is	a	Messianic	passage	that	talks	about	God’s	work	of	
restoration	for	Israel.	The	chapter	begins	by	telling	Israel	to	take	comfort.	The	reason	God	had	to	
command	Israel	to	take	comfort	is	because	God	spent	the	bulk	of	the	Book	of	Isaiah	identifying	
Israel’s	faults	and	the	coming	judgment	they	would	suffer	because	of	those	faults.	Yet,	Isaiah	Chapter	
40	speaks	of	comfort,	blessings,	and	restoration.	This	is	the	chapter	that	identifies	the	role	and	
purpose	of	the	Messiah’s	forerunner,	predicting	that	one	would	come	from	the	wilderness	to	
proclaim	the	coming	of	the	Messiah,	causing	the	valleys	to	be	exalted	and	the	hills	to	be	brought	low	
(the	humble	exalted	and	proud	humbled).	It	is	difficult	to	understand	how	God	could	speak	so	well	of	
Israel,	and	assure	them	of	so	much	hope	and	promise	when	He	just	finished	proclaiming	harsh	and	
violent	judgments	against	them.	This	doesn’t	make	sense	in	human	logic.	This	plan	is	weird	in	human	
reason.		Why	would	God	destroy	Israel	just	to	restore	and	bless	them?		
	
Paul	also	referred	to	Job	41:11.	In	Job	Chapter	41,	God	spoke	down	to	Job	to	humble	him	for	his	self-
pity	and	self-righteousness.	God	used	the	example	of	Leviathan	to	prove	His	superiority	compared	to	
Job’s	pitiful	existence.	Leviathan	was	a	great	beast	of	the	sea	that	all	men	at	that	time	feared.	No	one	
was	able	to	contend	with	Leviathan,	and	everyone	knew	that	as	true.	Yet,	Leviathan	was	subject	to	
God’s	authority.	Who	could	match	that?	Who	has	power	like	that	to	lend	to	God	for	His	power?	God’s	
superiority	over	Leviathan	proves	His	preeminence,	which	means	He	is	the	cause	for	all	power	and	
ability.	He	came	first,	so	who	does	He	need	to	go	to	in	order	to	learn	or	do?	Paul	rhetorically	asked,	
who	counsels	the	Lord?	The	word	“counsel”	is	a	word	that	literally	translates	to	“accompany	
wisdom.”	Who	has	wisdom	that	can	keep	up	with	God’s?	Who	has	knowledge	of	good/bad,	
right/wrong	to	be	able	to	know	what	God	is	doing	at	all	times?	History	has	proved	that	our	
understanding	of	these	basic	things	is	SIGNIFICANTLY	flawed.	Therefore,	why	should	God’s	people	
question	or	criticize	God’s	promises,	God’s	people,	or	the	perception	of	God’s	work?	
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Centrality of God! 
 

Scripture: Romans 11:36 – For of Him and through Him and to Him [are] all things, to 
whom [be] glory forever. Amen.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	wisdom	and	riches	are	unsearchable	and	His	judgments	are	past	finding	
out.	The	beautiful	explanation	that	Paul	presented,	using	Old	Testament	scriptures	as	his	basis	to	
explain	the	elaborate	details	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	prove	that	God’s	way	of	doing	things	is	
beyond	human	capacity	and	understanding.	Who	but	God	could	bring	purity	out	of	corruption?	Who	
but	God	could	bring	life	out	of	death?	Who	but	God	would	desire	to	use	the	weak	and	pitiful	to	
demonstrate	strength	and	glory?	Who	but	God	would	patiently	endure	lifetimes	of	failure	as	the	
means	to	produce	ultimate	victory?	The	entire	testimony	of	God	is	like	a	paradox	compared	to	human	
ability	and	logic.	Not	only	is	God	alone	able	to	do	these	things	unto	forgiveness	of	sins	and	eternal	life,	
but	also,	who	but	God	would	even	think	to	do	these	things	for	the	benefit	of	others	in	these	sorts	of	
ways?	God	is	CLEARLY	on	a	whole	other	level!	
	
Paul	concluded	the	section	of	his	letter	dedicated	to	dealing	with	the	principles	and	issues	of	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	by	explaining	the	reason	for	God’s	supremacy.	After	Paul	explained	what	the	
true	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	all	about,	it	seems	fitting	that	he	would	remind	people	of	how	this	work	
is	possible;	how	God	is	so	far	above	human	thinking	and	ability.	Paul	used	a	series	of	important	Greek	
prepositions	to	describe	the	centrality	of	God,	thereby	provoking	a	resounding,	“AMEN”	from	Paul	
before	explaining	how	Christians	should	live	when	we	receive	this	understanding.		
	
First,	it	is	important	to	identify	the	subject	that	Paul	was	talking	about	that	is	affected	by	the	supreme	
glory	and	majesty	of	God.	He	said,	“all	things.”	In	the	Greek	language,	this	word	refers	to	“all	things”	
individually	AND	collectively.	Concerning	Paul’s	first	point,	he	wrote	that	all	things	are	“of	Him.”	The	
word	“of”	is	the	Greek	preposition	“ek,”	which	means	“out	of.”	All	things	originate	“out	of	God.”	He	is	
above	all	things	because	He	is	the	source	of	all	things	as	the	Creator.	Next,	Paul	wrote	that	all	things	
are	“through	Him.”	The	word	“through”	is	the	Greek	preposition	“dia,”	which	describes	the	direction	
of	something	as	flowing	through	a	channel	or	conduit.	God	is	the	means	by	which	all	things	flow,	
referring	to	ability.	He	is	not	only	the	source	of	all	things,	but	the	exclusive	means	by	which	all	things	
function.	To	God	are	all	things.	This	phrase	uses	the	Greek	preposition	“eis”	which	means	that	things	
are	brought	back	to	God.	God	is	the	source	and	the	exclusive	means	for	functionality,	but	He	provides	
that	functionality	in	order	to	bring	all	things	back	to	Himself	for	His	purposes.	That	point	is	further	
explained	by	Paul’s	“amen.”	God’s	objective	is	to	receive	glory	through	the	flow	of	His	work.		
	
This	description	shows	that	God’s	work	is	cyclical.	He	brings	things	to	existence	in	order	to	provide	
ability	according	to	His	purposes	that	resolve	in	the	fulfillment	of	His	purposes	unto	His	glory,	which	
then	enables	God’s	people	to	exist	with	Him	eternally,	with	eternally	pure	ability	for	eternally	
spiritual	purposes	where	we	are	also	glorified	by	His	glory,	at	which	point	all	God’s	people	say,	
“AMEN”	unto	His	glory	forever.	God	is	the	cause,	the	effect,	and	the	resolution.	To	Him	be	all	the	glory	
since	we	are	merely	beneficiaries	of	God’s	own	goodness,	glory,	and	majesty!		
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A Living Sacrifice – Part 1 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:1a – I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your 
reasonable service.	

The	Book	of	Romans	is	a	difficult	book,	but	perhaps	the	most	comprehensive	explanation	of	the	
complex	workings	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	concept,	the	Gospel	is	simple.	However,	the	details	
of	God’s	plans	to	fulfill	the	Gospel	and	make	it	functional	to	save	sinners	from	the	revelation	of	His	
wrath	is	exceptionally	complicated!	In	fact,	the	Bible	says	that	God’s	plans	to	save	sinners	through	the	
Gospel	is	an	example	of	the	riches	of	His	wisdom,	which	cannot	be	fully	understood	and	cannot	be	
duplicated	to	any	degree.	In	other	words,	while	people	can	understand	certain	facets	the	Gospel,	it	is	
only	because	God	has	provided	understanding.	Without	His	revelation,	no	one	would	know	anything!		
	
That	said,	Paul	explained	that	those	who	have	received	this	revelation	(to	any	degree)	should	
respond	in	a	certain	way.	When	we	understand	how	complicated	God’s	work	to	save	us	actually	is,	
we	should	be	thankful	that	God	did	such	a	complicated	work	on	our	behalf.	Yet,	our	thanks	and	
gratitude	should	not	be	expressed	in	a	manner	that	we	come	up	with	on	our	own.	If	we	truly	
understand	the	supremacy	of	God’s	power,	wisdom,	glory,	grace,	and	mercy	according	to	the	Gospel,	
what	makes	us	think	that	we	can	thank	God	our	own	way?	If	we	couldn’t	even	save	ourselves	from	
sin,	and	we	can’t	walk	in	salvation	without	sinning,	we	must	consider	that	we	can’t	thank	God	
appropriately	by	our	own	efforts	either.		
	
This	is	why	Paul	said	that	the	appropriate	response	to	God’s	mercy	should	be	to	live	according	to	
God’s	mercy.	Our	gratitude	to	God	should	be	expressed	by	our	desire	to	walk	according	to	God’s	
mercy	continually.	Paul	wrote	that,	on	account	of	what	we	know	of	the	Gospel	because	of	the	
gracious	revelation	of	God’s	Word,	we	should	live	as	“living	sacrifices.”	Paul	was	not	commanding	
people	to	deprave	themselves	by	their	own	thinking	and	ability.	Paul	was	inviting	the	church	to	live	
in	the	same	manner	that	God	had	equipped	him	to	live.	Paul	first	“beseeched”	the	church	to	live	in	
this	manner.	The	word	“beseech”	means	“to	call	to	one’s	side.”	In	other	words,	Paul	was	inviting	the	
church	to	live	in	the	manner	that	he	was	according	to	the	example	of	Jesus	Himself.	Notice	also	that	
Paul	identified	his	audience	as	“brethren.”	It	is	only	the	people	of	God	who	have	received	faith	by	
God’s	grace	that	will	be	motivated	to	live	according	to	God’s	standards	in	gratitude.		
	
Paul	was	sure	to	mention	the	means	by	which	anyone	lives	as	a	“living	sacrifice.”	Paul	wrote	that	
God’s	people	live	“by”	the	mercies	of	God.	The	word	“by”	is	the	Greek	preposition	“dia,”	referring	to	a	
conduit.	It	is	by	the	channel	of	God’s	own	mercy	that	anyone	is	able	to	thank	God	in	response	to	the	
Gospel	as	a	“living	sacrifice.”	It	is	the	recognition	of	God’s	unique	and	exclusive	mercy	that	should	
motivate	God’s	people	to	live	in	a	manner	that	expresses	that	exact	mercy.	This	is	the	basis	for	what	it	
is	to	be	a	“living	sacrifice.”	Without	knowing	the	mercy	of	God	according	to	the	Gospel,	it	is	simply	the	
works	of	the	flesh	being	manifested	as	self-righteousness,	not	thanksgiving	to	God.			
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A Living Sacrifice – Part 2 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:1b – I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your 
reasonable service.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	when	God	opens	the	eyes	of	His	people	to	understand	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	
Christ	according	to	the	faith	He	provides	and	the	calling	He	initiates,	evidence	of	this	calling	is	
exemplified	by	our	manner	of	living.	This	example	takes	place	because	the	receipt	of	God’s	mercy	
should	compel	us	to	show	Him	thanks	for	what	He’s	done	for	us.	Our	lives	should	be	motivated	by	the	
mercy	we’ve	received	from	God	so	that	we	desire	to	express	that	same	brand	of	mercy	in	the	things	
that	we	do	in	life.	So,	how	does	this	work?	
	
People	DO	NOT	have	the	liberty	to	make	up	their	own	service	to	the	Lord.	Paul	first	wrote	that	God’s	
people	are	to	present	our	own	bodies	to	the	Lord.	The	use	of	personal	pronouns	explains	that	the	
mercy	of	God	should	motivate	people	to	respond	to	God	in	individual	commitment	to	Him.	Our	
response	to	God	should	not	be	our	response	to	other	people,	but	according	to	the	stirring	up	that	God	
causes	to	our	own	hearts	personally	based	on	the	understanding	He’s	given	us	of	His	Word.		
	
Notice	that	it	is	our	bodies	that	are	to	be	presented	as	“living	sacrifices.”	Many	traditional	teachings	
of	this	verse	try	to	emphasize	that	we	are	to	serve	the	Lord	by	doing	things	for	the	Lord.	This	is	not	
what	the	verse	teaches.	The	phrase	does	not	emphasize	the	act	of	sacrificing	so	as	to	demand	works.	
The	verse	emphasizes	the	sacrifice	itself.	It	is	our	personal	body	that	is	the	sacrifice,	simply	repeating	
the	point	that	Jesus	made:	"If	anyone	desires	to	come	after	Me,	let	him	deny	himself,	and	take	up	his	
cross,	and	follow	Me.”	Our	understanding	of	the	Gospel	should	compel	us	to	die	to	our	personal	
ambitions	in	order	to	be	wholly	dedicated	to	God’s	purposes,	dedicating	the	use	of	our	body	to	the	
expression	of	God’s	own	mercy	as	He	showed	it	to	us.	
	
This	means	that	the	appropriate	response	to	the	Gospel	is	to	be	motivated	by	an	eternal	perspective.	
Paul	described	the	quality	of	sacrifice	that	God	expects.	The	sacrifice	is	to	be	“holy,”	referring	to	the	
eternal	condition	of	God.	Those	who	receive	God’s	mercy	now	should	understand	that	our	time	in	
this	life	is	limited	since	our	new	nature	is	based	on	eternal	life.	Hence,	the	willingness	to	die	to	self	in	
this	life	should	be	with	the	confident	expectation	of	reward	in	eternal	life	based	on	God’s	promises.	
Our	response	to	God’s	mercy	should	be	“acceptable	to	God,”	meaning	motivated	by	the	Holy	Spirit	
according	to	the	testimony	of	Jesus.	Since	Jesus	alone	is	acceptable	to	God,	our	sacrifice	should	model	
Jesus’	own	sacrifice,	who	as	the	King	of	kings,	had	not	a	place	to	lay	His	head	in	this	world.	Paul	wrote	
that	this	manner	of	living	does	not	concern	what	we	do	so	much	as	our	attitudes	towards	it.	Hebrews	
13:20-21	clearly	teaches	that	“acceptable	to	the	Lord”	is	doing	what	is	right	in	His	sight,	not	ours.	The	
manner	of	service	is	compared	to	that	of	the	Levitical	priests,	showing	that	the	nature	of	service	
should	be	pure,	and	according	to	the	prescription	God	provided	in	the	Word,	not	creative	thinking.	
This	is	how	the	mercy	of	God	should	affect	the	hearts	of	those	who	have	received	it.			
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Transforming The Mind 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:2 – And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what [is] that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.	

The	receipt	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	MUST	have	an	effect	on	the	people	who	receive	it.	Recall	that	
Paul	first	identified	the	Gospel	as	“the	power	of	God.”	Those	who	receive	the	power	of	God	will	be	
affected	by	it	in	a	profound	way.	This	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	that	all	things	become	simple	and	
clear	at	the	moment	we	respond	to	God’s	calling.	The	Christian	walk	is	difficult	even	with	the	power	
of	God	controlling	our	lives,	showing	how	desperately	we	need	Him!	Paul	taught	that	the	power	of	
God	through	the	Gospel	is	productive	in	a	specific	way	to	affect	our	minds	and	the	ways	that	we	
think.	We	are	called	to	be	“living	sacrifices”	so	that	we	submit	to	God’s	desire	to	use	our	bodies	and	
lives	as	conduits	for	His	mercy,	but	this	sort	of	conduct	is	motivated	first	by	a	change	in	thinking.		
	
First,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	Paul	was	NOT	commanding	people	to	transform	their	own	
minds.	The	quality	of	change	that	Paul	referred	to	must	be	done	by	God	Himself.	However,	this	
transformation	is	first	described	as	being	contrary	to	the	thinking	of	“the	world.”	Those	who	have	
received	faith	in	the	Gospel	are	not	to	be	conformed	to	this	world.	The	word	“conformed”	means	“to	
be	fashioned	together	with.”	The	original	word	for	“the	world”	deals	with	the	universe,	specifically,	
periods	of	time	and	ages.	In	other	words,	that	which	is	temporal	in	this	life.	We	are	not	to	be	
fashioned	together	with	a	form	of	thinking	that	is	temporal	in	nature,	which	is	usually	the	root	of	our	
sin.	Instead,	those	who	have	received	understanding	of	God’s	mercy	by	faith	are	to	be	“transformed”	
and	“renewed.”	The	word	“transformed”	is	where	the	English	word	“metamorphosis”	comes	from,	
and	is	used	to	describe	the	Transfiguration	of	Jesus	Christ.	Our	minds	should	be	changed	to	a	totally	
different	nature!	The	word	referring	to	renewal	refers	to	a	total	renovation.		
	
Rather	than	living	according	to	the	temporary	and	corrupted	things	of	this	life,	our	understanding	
and	receipt	of	the	Gospel	and	God’s	mercy	should	cause	us	to	think	eternally,	which	is	only	possible	
when	God	Himself	changes	our	minds.	According	to	2	Corinthians	3:18,	this	work	happens	by	the	
Holy	Spirit.	According	to	Philippians	2:5,	this	change	will	be	identical	to	the	manner	of	thinking	
exemplified	by	Jesus	Christ,	who	took	the	form	of	a	bondservant	to	fulfill	the	eternal	promises	of	the	
Father.	Paul	wrote	that	this	change	in	thinking	is	a	necessary	work,	not	just	because	God’s	power	
produces	it,	but	also	because	God	uses	this	change	to	validate	Himself	by	the	Gospel.	This	change	
proves	that	“justification	by	faith”	is	true	because	those	who	are	saved	will	think	like	Christ,	which	
motivates	a	quality	of	conduct	parallel	to	God’s	own	righteousness	by	the	Holy	Spirit	–	a	feat	only	
made	possible	by	the	miraculous	work	of	God	Himself!	The	change	God	causes	in	our	thinking	proves	
what	is	good	(the	Father),	what	is	acceptable	(Jesus),	and	what	is	perfect,	or	complete	according	to	
God’s	purposes	(the	triunity	of	God).	The	reason	our	change	in	thinking	is	so	important	is	because	it	
is	the	manner	in	which	God	proves	Himself,	His	purposes,	and	promises	as	true	and	supremely	good.	
This	ONLY	happens	as	a	result	of	the	teaching	of	the	Gospel,	not	by	human	effort.		
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The Gift of God 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:3a – For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	gives	gifts.	These	gifts	are	irrevocable	and	are	of	an	eternal	nature,	
thereby	making	them	supreme	in	value.	The	scriptures	exhort	the	people	of	God	to	pursue	these	gifts	
to	exercise	them	unto	God’s	glory.	While	the	Bible	is	clear	to	mention	specific	gifts,	there	is	a	basic	
understanding	that	we	need	to	have	that	pertains	to	all	of	the	gifts.	The	gifts	are	to	be	used	for	God’s	
glory	in	specific	ways	based	on	the	manner	in	which	God	gives	these	gifts.	If	we	don’t	understand	
how	God	distributes	these	gifts	and	for	what	purpose,	it	is	unlikely	that	we’ll	understand	the	gifts	
themselves,	and	may	forfeit	the	opportunity	to	exercise	them	by	extension.		
	
As	the	Apostle	Paul	instructed	the	church	in	Rome	about	how	to	appropriately	respond	to	their	
understanding	of	the	Gospel,	he	explained	that	he	was	able	to	speak	these	things	on	account	of	“the	
grace	given”	to	him.	By	this	point	in	his	letter,	Paul	was	addressing	everyone,	both	Jews	and	Gentiles.	
since	the	distribution	of	gifts	works	the	same	for	everyone.	Paul	took	the	first	eleven	chapters	of	the	
Book	of	Romans	to	explain	how	salvation	works	according	to	the	Gospel	of	God’s	peace.	He	explained	
that	God’s	plan	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins	through	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus	is	
complicated.	The	plan	is	rooted	in	Jesus,	but	distributed	to	the	world	through	Israel.	Though	God	
clearly	communicated	His	plans	and	purposes	through	the	prophets	and	writers	of	Old	Testament	
scriptures,	many	people	remained	blinded	to	the	understanding	of	God’s	work.		
	
How	then	was	Paul	able	to	know	these	things	to	explain	them	so	eloquently?	Paul	made	this	clear.	He	
was	able	to	speak	about	things	pertaining	to	God,	His	Gospel,	His	Son,	His	mercy,	His	grace,	His	
purposes,	and	His	promises	“through”	grace	that	was	given	to	him.	Paul	identified	“grace”	ultimately	
as	the	gift,	but	the	gift	was	made	physically	manifest	through	his	ability	to	communicate	the	truth	of	
God’s	Word.	Paul	again	used	the	Greek	preposition	“dia”	to	describe	the	manner	in	which	he	was	able	
to	communicate	the	Word	of	God	as	a	teacher.	Paul	spoke	“through”	the	conduit	of	grace	that	was	
given	to	him.	God	purposed	Paul	to	know	certain	things	pertaining	to	His	eternally	unconditional	
purposes	and	promises,	then	equipped	Paul	to	speak	these	things	“through”	the	channel	of	God’s	
grace.	Without	grace,	Paul’s	words	have	no	substance,	value,	or	purpose.		
	
This	shows	that	the	essence	of	God’s	gifts	are	rooted	in	grace.	This	grace	is	provided	to	equip	God’s	
people	in	the	purposes	that	He	ordains	for	them,	which	enables	His	people	to	walk	as	“living	
sacrifices”	in	response	to	the	mercy	God	has	shown.	For	Paul,	grace	was	manifested	through	His	
ability	to	explain	the	complex	truths	of	God	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	This	was	to	the	benefit	of	God’s	people,	
further	equipping	them	in	their	purpose,	all	unto	the	glory	of	God	Himself.	When	we	understand	the	
manner	in	which	we	are	equipped	to	live	as	God	expects,	then	we	are	able	to	receive	that	which	God	
gives	with	the	right	attitude	so	that	we	can	do	that	which	He	purposes	us	for	His	glory.		
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How To Think 
 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:3b – For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.	

There	is	a	fundamental	problem	that	all	Christians	have	when	we	come	to	know	the	Lord	–	we	
remain	sinners.	Though	the	calling	the	Lord	places	upon	our	lives	resembles	the	declaration	of	
righteousness	that	God	has	made	towards	us,	we	have	not	yet	been	transformed	into	the	glory	of	our	
Savior.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	we	are	not	the	same	people	we	were	before.	We	are	new	creations	in	
Jesus,	having	been	crucified	in	the	flesh	in	order	to	walk	in	the	likeness	of	Jesus’	resurrection	by	the	
Spirit.	However,	we	still	live	in	these	bodies,	with	these	selfish	minds,	with	these	deceitful	hearts,	in	
this	corrupted	world.	There	is	opposition	for	every	Christian,	and	that	opposition	begins	from	within!	
Therefore,	we	need	to	be	aware	that	the	first	thoughts	we	have	are	usually	the	wrong	thoughts.	
Hence,	we	need	to	be	conscious	about	our	thinking	as	it	concerns	our	understanding	of	the	Gospel.		
	
There	are	many	who	feel	that	God	saves	people	that	are	important	to	Him	to	use	them	for	His	
purposes.	Thus,	the	more	qualified	or	gifted	the	person	is	in	their	natural	ability,	the	more	valuable	
they	can	be	for	the	kingdom.	This	is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches.	The	Bible	warns	us	to	not	have	an	
exaggerated	opinion	of	our	own	importance	now	that	we’ve	become	believers.	The	concept	of	
“justification	by	faith”	prohibits	people	from	thinking	that	our	position	in	the	Lord	makes	us	special	
and	important.	Remember,	none	are	righteous,	all	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	and	are	corrupted	in	
our	natural	way	of	living.	Those	truths	haven’t	changed.	What	has	changed	is	that	we	are	no	longer	in	
bondage	to	that	nature.	Still,	we	are	very	capable	of	living	like	the	same	condemned	creatures	we	
were	before	getting	saved,	which	is	why	Paul	warned	that	we	should	be	careful	about	how	we	think.		
	
We	should	not	think	“more	highly	that	we	ought	to	think.”	This	phrase	means	“to	think	above.”	In	
other	words,	we	are	not	to	think	above	the	truth	of	our	reality:	That	we	are	depraved	in	nature	and	
saved	purely	by	the	faithful	mercy	and	grace	of	God	in	spite	of	who	we	are.	The	transformation	and	
renewal	of	our	minds	that	happens	as	a	result	of	the	understanding	God	gives	us	of	His	mercy	
through	the	Gospel	should	cause	us	to	think	humbly	of	ourselves,	constantly	remembering	our	
flawed	nature	and	that	our	habits	are	offensive	to	God.	We	should	not	think	that	just	because	we	are	
saved	now	that	we	are	suddenly	capable	of	doing	good	and	right	for	God	based	on	our	own	creativity	
and	ability.	Instead	of	thinking	this	way,	Paul	exhorts	the	church	to	allow	the	renewing	of	our	minds	
to	enable	us	to	think	“soberly.”	This	means	to	have	opinions	out	of	sound	judgment.	The	
understanding	that	God	provides	of	His	mercy	should	effect	our	faculty	of	perceiving	and	judging,	so	
that	we	don’t	fall	back	into	self-righteous	thinking,	but	instead	are	governed	by	humility	and	
dependency	on	the	Lord	for	ALL	things.	Matthew	5:15	uses	the	concept	of	a	“sober”	mind	to	describe	
the	condition	of	the	men	who	were	healed	of	demonic	possession	by	Jesus.	Hence,	to	live	humbly	and	
dependently	on	the	Lord	in	our	minds	is	good,	while	exaggerating	our	opinion	of	our	importance	is	in	
line	with	demonic	thinking.		
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Measuring Faith 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:3c – For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.	

Faith	has	become	a	difficult	subject	for	people	to	deal	with	in	the	modern	church.	Many	have	
suggested	that	faith	is	something	we	can	summon	up	from	within	so	that	we	can	please	God	by	our	
efforts	to	have	faith.	This	is	not	how	faith	works.	Romans	10:17	plainly	states	that	faith	comes	by	
hearing,	and	hearing	by	the	Word	of	God.	It	is	the	Word	of	God	that	produces	faith.	The	Word	of	God	
is	the	source	of	faith,	but	those	who	hear	must	be	able	to	understand.	The	Bible	teaches	that	
understanding	God’s	Word	comes	as	a	result	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	When	Jesus	addressed	the	seven	
churches	in	the	Book	of	Revelation,	He	implored	all	of	them	to	have	“ears	to	hear,”	meaning	that	
there	are	many	who	can	acknowledge	the	sound	of	the	Bible,	but	don’t	understand	it.		
	
Clearly,	faith	is	not	something	that	people	summon	up	from	within.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	faith	
is	a	gift	from	God.	Notice	that	it	is	God	who	“deals”	faith	out	to	those	He	appoints	to	have	it.	Just	as	
justification	happens	by	the	work	and	administration	of	God,	so	does	the	impartation	of	faith.	The	
word	“dealt”	mans	to	divide	or	distribute.	God	is	the	One	that	possesses	all	faith	and	then	He	
distributes	it	out	according	to	need,	much	like	a	dealer	would	divide	a	deck	of	cards	to	enable	players	
in	a	game.	This	means	that	those	who	have	faith	have	not	only	received	it	from	God,	but	for	a	
purpose,	and	that	purpose	is	“measured.		
	
It	is	also	important	to	consider	that,	when	God	gives	faith	to	His	people,	He	provides	a	“measured”	
amount.	God	does	not	give	everyone	equal	amounts	of	faith.	He	gives	people	the	appropriate	amount	
of	faith	required	to	execute	His	purposes	that	He	ordains	as	“good	works”	through	spiritual	gifts	
centered	on	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	God	is	not	a	respecter	of	persons	and	is	supremely	sovereign	
as	the	Creator	of	all	things.	He	is	not	obligated	to	explain	Himself	as	to	why	He	gives	some	people	one	
measure	and	some	people	another	measure.	He	is	not	obligated	to	explain	why	He	selects	some	
people	for	one	purpose	and	other	people	for	another	purpose.	Rather	than	getting	hung	up	on	who	
does	what	and	for	what	reason,	it	is	important	to	recognize	the	sovereign	administration	of	God	in	
the	lives	of	those	He	saves.		
	
The	Bible	calls	all	of	God’s	people	to	thank	Him	for	the	mercy	He	shows	in	the	Gospel	by	adopting	the	
attitude	of	being	a	“living	sacrifice.”	As	such,	God’s	people	are	to	live	humbly	and	in	meekness,	not	
considering	ourselves	to	be	more	important	than	we	are	just	because	we’re	Christian.	Rather,	we	are	
to	remember	that	we	are	still	unrighteous	by	human	nature,	and	if	not	for	God’s	distribution	of	faith,	
we	wouldn’t	have	any.	Thus,	whatever	God	has	appointed	us	to	do	for	His	glory,	He	is	responsible	for	
bestowing	the	appropriate	faith	that	is	required	to	get	the	job	done.	This	way,	we	can	be	assured	that	
no	matter	the	command,	we	have	been	adequately	prepared	by	God	Himself,	and	in	the	end,	He	will	
receive	all	of	the	glory	as	He	rightly	deserves.			
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Ministry of the Body 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:4-5 – For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, so we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	when	the	Lord	provides	understanding	of	His	mercy	and	grace	through	the	
Gospel,	those	who	have	received	that	understanding	through	justification	by	faith,	have	also	been	
sanctified	unto	God’s	eternal	and	spiritual	purposes.	In	other	words,	when	we	are	saved,	we	are	set	
apart	for	the	Lord’s	purposes	to	live	for	Him.	This	means	that	our	lives	should	resemble	the	life	of	
Paul	the	Apostle,	as	well	as	all	the	others	that	sought	to	live	by	faith	and	walk	in	the	Spirit.	As	such,	
the	children	of	God	do	not	have	the	liberty	to	make	up	our	service	unto	God	as	we	go.	The	Gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ	is	detailed.	The	manner	in	which	God	fulfilled	the	Gospel	is	detailed.	The	effects	of	the	
Gospel	are	detailed.	This	shows	that	our	service	as	children	of	the	Gospel	is	detailed	by	God	as	well.		
	
What	should	our	service	to	God	look	like?	How	should	our	hearts	be	stirred	when	we	receive	
understanding	of	God’s	mercy	according	to	the	Gospel?	Paul	wrote	that	if	we	are	truly	living	for	the	
Lord,	it	should	be	exemplified	in	our	ministry	and	service	to	one	another,	especially	by	spiritual	gifts.	
Recall	that	Paul	exhorted	the	church	to	adopt	the	mindset	of	being	“living	sacrifices”	in	response	to	
understanding	God’s	mercy.	In	what	manner	does	someone	present	themselves	as	a	sacrifice?	Our	
attitudes	should	be	governed	by	humility,	but	then	that	humility	should	be	projected	unto	others	
through	spiritually-centered	service.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	equips	His	people	with	various	
spiritual	gifts	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	one	another	as	a	way	to	practically	function	as	“living	
sacrifices.”	As	Jesus	died	to	Himself	to	serve	our	spiritual	needs,	the	Holy	Spirit	should	cause	us	to	die	
to	ourselves	in	order	to	meet	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	in	the	manner	of	Jesus.		
	
As	believers,	we	function	as	a	“body”	where	Christ	is	the	head.	This	describes	the	variety	of	“parts”	of	
the	body.	In	this	particular	context,	Paul	was	emphasizing	the	relationship	between	Jews	and	
Gentiles.	God	used	both	Jews	and	Gentiles	in	the	work	of	salvation	in	very	different	ways,	but	in	the	
end,	work	together	to	glorify	Jesus.	Like	a	human	body,	the	church	is	called	to	perform	different	
functions	that	provide	mutual	benefit	for	a	singular	goal.	When	the	human	body	takes	a	step	forward,	
there	are	many	bodily	functions	that	must	take	place	for	such	a	simple	movement,	but	when	those	
functions	submit	to	their	various	purposes,	the	entire	body	benefits	with	seamless	movement.	The	
body	of	Christ	works	the	same	way.	Every	person	is	specially	equipped	by	God	in	unique	ways	to	live	
in	certain	manners	and	do	certain	things	different	from	the	next,	yet	complimentary	to	the	
spiritually-focused	work	of	the	Gospel.	This	means	we	not	only	have	our	individual	callings	and	
purposes,	but	we	are	also	connected	to	the	believers	around	us	in	order	to	exercise	and	fulfill	those	
callings	and	purposes.	If	that	connection	is	severed,	then	we	cannot	do	that	which	God	has	called	and	
equipped	us	to	do.	Remember	that	Jesus	said	the	world	would	know	we	are	His	disciples	by	our	love	
for	one	another.	The	service	that	Paul	described	and	the	manner	of	it,	is	the	“love”	that	Jesus	
described,	which	proves	our	connection	to	Him	for	His	glory.			



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Gifts – Part 1 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:6-8 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, [let us use it] in [our] ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, 
in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness.	

The	scriptures	go	great	lengths	to	show	the	complexity	of	God’s	work	in	the	Gospel.	The	Bible	also	
goes	great	lengths	to	show	that	God	is	in	charge	of	all	of	the	work.	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	God	is	
merciful	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins	to	those	who	will	believe	in	the	identity	and	work	of	Jesus	as	the	
Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	God	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	offer	people	the	chance	to	escape	inevitable	
condemnation.	If	not	for	the	mercy	of	God	expressed	through	the	incarnation,	life,	death,	resurrection	
and	ascension	of	Jesus,	all	would	be	condemned!	This	testimony	describes	the	essence	of	God’s	
nature,	power,	purpose,	and	promise.	Additionally,	the	Bible	teaches	that	it	is	impossible	to	
understand	these	truths	unless	God	removes	the	spiritual	blindness	that	all	people	naturally	have.	
Those	who	have	had	their	eyes	opened	to	the	truth	of	God’s	Good	News	are	then	expected	to	respond	
with	a	certain	quality	of	gratitude	considering	the	extent	of	favor	God	has	shown.		
	
Paul	explained	how	God	expects	His	people	to	express	their	gratitude.	Upon	understanding	the	mercy	
of	God	according	to	the	Gospel,	we	are	called	to	be	“living	sacrifices.”	We	are	called	to	die	to	self	in	
order	to	serve	the	spiritual	and	eternal	purposes	of	God.	Our	manner	of	service	is	prescribed	in	
scripture	and	exemplified	by	Jesus.	We	are	called	to	serve	God	by	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	one	
another.	God	has	determined	His	people	to	fit	together	like	a	body,	so	that	while	each	individual	
differs	in	many	ways,	we	are	all	fitted	together	by	the	unifying	bond	of	the	Holy	Spirit	according	to	
the	singular	faith	we	all	possess	in	Jesus.	God	has	then	equipped	us	to	serve	Him	in	the	various	ways	
that	He	has	ordained.	This	is	important	to	understand.	As	the	Book	of	Romans	was	thorough	to	
explain	that	the	work	of	salvation	is	solely	God’s	work,	so	too	is	the	work	that	is	done	in	salvation.	We	
did	not	earn	our	favor	to	be	forgiven	of	sins.	We	do	not	earn	favor	to	function	while	forgiven.		
	
This	principle	is	proven	in	the	language	of	the	Bible.	The	scriptures	identify	the	ability	of	Christians	
to	serve	one	another	as	“gifts”	that	God	has	given.	Since	God	has	given	them,	they	are	spiritual	in	
nature	and	aimed	at	producing	eternal	effects.	The	word	“gifts”	is	the	Greek	word	“charisma,”	which	
is	a	variation	of	the	Greek	word	“charis,”	which	means	“grace”	in	English.	No	matter	how	a	person	
functions	in	their	spiritual	purpose,	any	ability	at	all	is	given	on	the	premise	of	God’s	grace.	We	are	
made	functional	in	salvation	through	the	same	means	that	we	were	saved.	Secondly,	it	is	important	to	
see	that	the	“gifts”	God	gives	are	different	for	the	individuals	that	He	saves.	The	original	language	
describes	the	“differing”	nature	of	the	gifts	as	both	diverse,	but	also	excellent.	This	shows	that	while	
the	gifts	are	different,	they	are	equally	excellent	since	they	come	from	God	on	account	of	grace.	This	
is	the	means	by	which	God	has	equipped	us	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	one	another	as	living	
sacrifices.	This	is	the	purpose	for	which	God	has	saved	us,	and	the	means	by	which	we	worship	Him.		
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God’s Gifts – Part 2 
 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:6-8 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, [let us use it] in [our] ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, 
in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	our	understanding	of	the	mercy	God	showed	through	the	testimony	of	Jesus	
Christ	according	to	the	Gospel,	should	compel	us	to	thank	God	in	ways	that	the	Bible	prescribes.	The	
Apostle	Paul	taught	that	Christian	gratitude	should	be	reflected	to	God	through	the	attitude	of	a	
“living	sacrifice.”	We	are	called	to	die	to	our	personal	ambitions	the	profit	self	in	order	to	serve	the	
eternal	and	spiritual	purposes	of	God	in	the	manner	that	Jesus	exemplified.	This	sort	of	mindset	calls	
for	God’s	people	to	focus	on	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	rather	than	self,	all	the	while	understanding	
that	each	of	us	are	different,	though	we	are	fitted	together	for	a	singular,	eternally-centered	purpose.	
Our	lives	should	be	dedicated	to	encouraging	one	another	in	that	purpose	so	that	the	world	can	
identify	our	“love”	for	one	another,	knowing	that	we	are	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord	and	Savior.		
	
Our	manner	of	service	is	motivated	and	manufactured	in	the	same	way	that	we	were	saved	–	God	
does	all	the	work.	God	specially	enables	each	individual	in	various	ways	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	
of	others.	These	spiritual	abilities	are	given	through	the	conduit	of	God’s	grace.	Since	God	has	given	
us	grace	two-fold,	the	Bible	commands	us	to	make	use	of	grace	for	His	glory.	Each	gift	is	given	in	
“proportion”	referring	to	the	measure	of	faith	that	God	provides	to	do	that	which	He	commands.	He	
provides	each	a	certain	measure	of	faith,	which	then	enables	the	use	of	gifts,	the	parameters	in	which	
they	are	to	be	used,	and	the	extent.	Paul	listed	seven	different	spiritual	gifts.	Some	think	that	there	
are	more	gifts	that	these,	but	Paul	listed	a	sample	of	the	total	gifts	God	gives.	Some	think	that	this	is	a	
summary	of	all	the	gifts	by	which	all	other	stem	from.	Others	have	think	that	these	particular	gifts	
best	illustrate	Paul’s	point	in	Romans.	All	of	these	ideas	are	likely	true	to	some	extent.	Since	the	Bible	
already	identified	God	as	the	source	of	these	gifts,	then	each	gift	is	equal	in	goodness	and	value.		
	
Despite	this	truth,	Paul	referred	to	the	gift	of	“prophecy”	in	a	unique	way.	It	is	not	only	the	first	gift	
mentioned,	but	is	referred	to	uniquely	in	the	original	grammar	as	well.	Paul	used	the	Greek	word	
“eite”	to	introduce	the	gift,	which	means	“if	and	it	is	so.”	This	explains	that	prophecy	is	a	gift	that	
anyone	can	have	at	any	time;	and	since	this	is	true,	God’s	grace	is	all	the	more	exceptional!	The	Bible	
describes	“prophecy”	as	divine	communication	from	the	Spirit	about	the	plans	and	purposes	of	the	
Father	concerning	the	revelation	of	Jesus’	judgments	and	glory,	by	which	all	of	the	Father’s	promises	
are	fulfilled.	1	Corinthians	14:3-4	explain	that	the	spiritual	needs	of	the	body	are	fulfilled	through	
prophecy,	since	God’s	people	are	reminded	of	our	future	hope	and	glory.	This	is	why	prophecy	is	not	
exclusive	in	the	body	to	those	identified	as	“prophets”	in	God’s	New	Covenant	workflow.	The	grace	of	
God	is	able	to	be	continually	shown	and	shared	through	the	utterances	of	God’s	people	to	speak	of	
the	coming	glory	of	Jesus	Christ!		
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God’s Gifts – Part 3 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:6-8 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, [let us use it] in [our] ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, 
in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness.	

The	usage	of	spiritual	gifts	has	been	a	controversial	subject	within	the	church	for	quite	some	time.	
However,	the	scriptures	make	the	issue	very	clear	so	that	if	we	simply	follow	the	instructions	and	
prescriptions	of	scripture,	there	should	be	no	issues.	This	is	especially	true	when	we	remember	that	
these	“gifts”	are	given	through	the	conduit	of	God’s	grace.	The	English	word	“gift”	describing	these	
supernatural	abilities	is	actually	the	same	word	in	Greek	used	to	describe	grace.	None	of	God’s	people	
deserve	to	possess	these	abilities,	but	God	gives	the	ability	anyway.	Since	these	attributes	are	from	
God,	we	must	also	recognize	that	they	are	spiritual	in	nature,	and	thus,	cannot	be	manufactured	or	
exercised	by	human	effort	or	desire,	and	must	be	exercised	according	to	God’s	purposes.	God	clearly	
states	that	His	purpose	for	these	gifts	is	to	enable	God’s	people	to	live	as	“living	sacrifices”	in	order	to	
live	according	to	the	testimony	of	Jesus	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	the	body	of	Christ.		
	
It	is	then	important	to	recognize	what	these	gifts	are	so	that	we	can	recognize	when	the	Holy	Spirit	is	
manifesting	these	qualities	in	our	lives,	and	then	thank	the	Lord	for	doing	such	a	miracle.	Paul	
referred	to	“ministry,”	which	is	a	word	that	describes	service.	God	wants	His	people	to	be	focused	on	
meeting	the	practical	needs	of	the	church	so	that	people	are	able	to	have	a	spiritual	focus	when	they	
exercise	their	gifts.	When	God’s	people	are	motivated	to	do	things	that	are	practically	helpful	in	order	
to	spiritually	encourage	someone	else’s	spiritual	gift,	the	practical	work	is	then	considered	a	spiritual	
gift!	Paul	also	mentioned	teaching.	Prophesying	refers	to	the	declaration	of	the	Gospel	to	encourage	
remembrance	of	God’s	eternal	plans.	Teaching	explains	to	God’s	people	how	this	work	will	take	place	
and	reminds	us	why.	This	meets	the	intellectual	needs	of	God’s	people	in	order	to	encourage	the	
maturation	of	our	understanding	of	the	Gospel.	Paul	listed	the	gift	of	“exhortation.”	Exhortation	
meets	the	emotional	needs	of	God’s	people	since	exhortation	is	a	strong	charge	through	an	invitation	
in	partnership.	God’s	people	often	need	to	be	shaken	up,	woken	up,	and	internally	motivated	to	have	
a	spiritual	focus.	Exhortation	is	the	gift	God	gives	people	to	invite	others	into	their	endeavor	to	live	
according	to	God’s	purposes	as	the	exhorter	does	the	same	–	like	a	workout	partner!	
	
Paul	explained	that	there	also	needs	to	be	people	who	take	care	of	the	financial	needs	of	the	ministry	
and	are	gifted	to	“give”	in	abundance	with	joy.	Others	must	lead	in	order	to	meet	the	organizational	
needs	of	the	people	to	ensure	the	efficiency	of	the	Gospel.	Lastly,	Paul	mentioned	“mercy”	as	a	gift,	
referring	to	the	need	to	meet	the	physical	needs	of	those	who	are	suffering	by	cheering	them	up.	
When	these	things	are	done	with	an	internal	motive	to	stimulate	the	spiritual	well-being	of	God’s	
people,	these	things	are	works	of	the	Spirit,	miraculous	in	nature,	and	evidence	that	we	have	indeed	
been	saved	by	the	blood	of	Jesus	unto	eternal	life!		
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God’s Gifts – Part 4 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:6-8 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, [let us use it] in [our] ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, 
in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness.	

The	Bible	explains	that	God	provides	His	people	with	extra	and	exceptional	grace	to	equip	those	who	
have	been	saved	to	serve	Him	as	“living	sacrifices.”	God	provides	grace	through	Jesus	to	save	people	
from	condemnation	by	offering	forgiveness	of	sins	through	faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	
of	Jesus	Christ.	God	then	provides	MORE	grace	to	spiritually	equip	His	people	by	His	Spirit	so	that	we	
can	function	according	to	His	righteousness	since,	even	while	saved,	we	are	void	of	righteousness.	
These	gifts	are	spiritual	in	nature	and	aimed	at	achieving	an	eternal	result.	The	Apostle	Paul	
explained	that	these	gifts	are	to	be	used	for	the	benefit	of	the	body	of	Christ.	Since	we	are	all	
individually	joined	together	as	a	body	to	glorify	God,	we	each	have	been	equipped	to	support	and	
encourage	the	spiritual	health	of	each	member	so	that	God	is	honored.		
	
These	gifts	are	specific	in	type,	but	also	are	to	be	used	in	particular	ways.	Paul	taught	that	we	are	to	
exercise	the	gifts	that	He’s	given	us	through	the	same	faith	He	provides	to	save	us.	Since	the	gifts	are	
spiritual,	we	need	to	continue	in	the	faith	God	originally	gave	so	as	to	live	by	spiritual	means,	for	
spiritual	purposes.	Our	gifts	are	to	be	exercised	“in	proportion	to	our	faith”	that	God	has	provided	
according	to	the	works	He	has	planned	for	us.	Paul	then	wrote	that	we	should	“wait	on”	these	gifts.	
Notice	that	it	says	twice,	“let	us	use	it.”	This	phrase	refers	to	the	fact	that	we	should	practice	using	
our	gifts.	Whatever	gift(s)	we	have,	we	are	called	to	stick	to	it	and	exercise	it	regularly	for	the	
purpose	of	building	up	the	body	of	Christ.	We	shouldn’t	consume	ourselves	with	things	that	distract	
us	from	the	gifts	that	God	gave	and	desires	us	to	specialize	in.	God	doesn’t	desire	those	who	are	a	
“jack	of	all	trades	and	master	of	none.”	God	desires	us	to	humbly	submit	to	the	gift	He	has	appointed	
to	us,	find	contentment	in	the	simple	purposes	He	has	ordained	for	us,	and	grow	in	excellence	using	
that	gift	to	build	up	the	body	by	depending	on	the	Holy	Spirit.		
	
Paul	identified	that	those	who	have	the	gift	of	giving	should	exercise	it	“with	liberality.”	This	phrase	
means	that	God’s	gifts,	especially	the	gift	of	giving,	should	not	be	done	in	a	“double-minded”	way.	We	
should	be	single-minded,	meaning	that	our	motives	should	not	be	for	selfish	gain	while	we	also	try	to	
build	up	others.	Our	minds	should	be	focused	on	simply	building	up	others.	The	gift	of	leadership	
should	be	done	with	“diligence.”	This	means	that	our	spiritual	gifts,	especially	leadership,	should	be	
exercised	with	immediacy,	priority,	and	also	with	sincere	interest	and	conviction	to	achieve	a	
spiritually	profitable	result	for	God’s	glory.	Lastly,	Paul	wrote	that	our	gifts,	especially	mercy,	should	
be	done	with	“cheerfulness.”	The	original	language	uses	this	word	to	describe	the	bright	color	of	gold	
when	cast	into	a	furnace,	presenting	the	idea	of	glowing	and	beauty.	In	other	words,	our	gifts	should	
be	done	with	an	attitude	that	helps	brighten	the	days	and	attitudes	of	God’s	people	with	joy.		
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Sincere Love 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:9 – [Let] love [be] without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to 
what is good.	

The	word	“love”	is	perhaps	one	of	the	most	confused	words	in	the	entire	Bible.	Unfortunately,	there	
are	many	people	that	interpret	the	Biblical	concept	of	“love”	according	to	their	personal	experience	
or	understanding.	Those	who	bring	their	individual	experience	and	understanding	to	the	
interpretation	of	Biblical	“love”	will	certainly	be	very	confused.	The	Bible	teaches	that	“God	is	love,”	
which	disqualifies	ANY	and	EVERY	human	thought	and	experience	concerning	love.	Since	people	are	
contrary	to	God	in	every	way,	and	can’t	know	God	apart	from	His	own	revelation,	then	we	cannot	
know	God	as	love,	and	by	extension,	understand	the	Biblical	principle	of	“love”	on	our	own.	We	need	
God	to	explain	love	to	us	by	explaining	His	own	character	and	nature.		
	
This	is	why	Paul	addressed	“love”	in	Chapter	12,	and	not	Chapter	1.	Jesus	is	the	means	by	which	we	
know	God,	His	power,	glory,	and	grace.	Jesus	is	the	means	by	which	we	are	connected	to	God.	Jesus	is	
the	means	by	which	we	are	able	to	possess	the	Spirit	of	God	to	understand	His	revelation	and	
wisdom.	If	we	don’t	understand	the	Gospel,	we	can’t	understand	Jesus	and	the	promises	of	God.	By	
extension,	we	cannot	know	“love.”	Thus,	“love”	is	not	something	that	people	can	do	on	their	own.	
Since	God	is	love,	it	should	be	clear	that	people	cannot	just	decide	to	act	like	God.	God	must	manifest	
Himself	through	His	people	as	“LOVE,”	which	describes	the	effects	of	faith	in	the	Gospel.	Love	is	
parallel	to	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	that	results	from	faith	in	the	identity,	purpose,	and	promise	of	Jesus.		
	
This	means	that	sincere	love	is	the	effects	of	sincere	faith,	which	comes	as	a	result	and	response	to	
our	understanding	of	God’s	mercy	according	to	the	Gospel.	Paul	instructed	the	church	to	serve	the	
Lord	in	thanks	to	the	mercy	and	grace	He’s	given	in	salvation	by	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	one	
another	through	the	exercising	of	spiritual	gifts.	The	mention	of	“love”	in	this	context	makes	sincere	
love	parallel	to	the	service	we	express	unto	others	by	exercising	God’s	gifts	for	His	glory.	Love	that	is	
without	“hypocrisy”	speaks	of	love	that	is	sincere	in	this	manner.	Love	is	not	something	we	get	to	
define	on	our	own	so	that	we	relate	to	people	based	on	personal	preference	or	habit.	To	love	without	
hypocrisy	is	to	respond	to	the	Gospel	in	the	manner	that	Paul	identified	in	Romans	12:1-8.	
	
Additionally,	sincere	love	must	be	demonstrated	with	a	certain	spiritual	perspective.	We	are	to	
“abhor	what	is	evil	and	cling	to	what	is	good.”	Here,	Paul	quoted	Psalm	34:14,	which	actually	explains	
what	it	is	to	fear	the	Lord.	When	we	fear	God,	we	receive	His	wisdom,	and	then	“abhor	evil,	and	cling	
to	good.”	To	“abhor”	evil	means	to	hate	evil.	As	God	said	He	“hates”	certain	things	in	Proverbs	6:16-
19,	we	too	are	to	hate	certain	things	that	are	contrary	to	God.	We	cannot	truly	“love”	if	we	do	not	
separate	and	despise	that	which	is	against	God.	In	contrast,	we	are	to	“cling	to	good,”	referring	to	
God’s	own	goodness.	The	word	cling	means	to	“glue”	or	“cement”	ourselves	to	God	as	to	be	one	with	
Him,	which	happens	only	by	faith	according	to	God’s	revelation	in	the	Word.	So,	to	truly	“love”	by	
God’s	standards	requires	God’s	people	to	keep	distance	from	darkness	and	abide	in	God’s	goodness	
according	to	the	Word.		
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Affection Towards Others 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:10 – [Be] kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one another…	

The	Bible	explains	that	our	understanding	of	God’s	mercy	should	compel	us	to	live	according	to	the	
convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	manner	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus’	life	was	predicated	on	the	denial	of	
Himself	unto	the	point	of	death	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	others.	This	is	the	same	way	that	believers	
are	supposed	to	live.	We	too	are	called	to	deny	ourselves	unto	the	point	of	death	in	order	to	serve	the	
spiritual	needs	of	others.	However,	like	Christ,	there	is	supposed	to	be	a	certain	temperament	to	our	
service.	When	Jesus	healed	those	who	sought	Him	by	faith,	He	did	not	do	so	spitefully	or	
begrudgingly.	Jesus	healed	on	the	basis	of	mercy	and	compassion.	When	Jesus	taught,	He	might	have	
said	hard	things,	but	did	so	with	the	aim	to	restore	the	souls	of	the	people	He	spoke	to.	Jesus	said	
hard	things	because	He	reproves	and	chastens	those	who	He	loves,	provoking	them	to	repentance	in	
order	that	they	might	be	saved.	Jesus	spoke	truth	in	a	meek	and	mild	manner	in	order	that	the	grace	
and	compassion	of	God	could	be	seen	in	His	flesh.	As	children	of	God	and	believers	in	the	Gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ,	the	Bible	teaches	that	the	Holy	Spirit	has	equipped	and	provoked	us	to	do	the	same.		
	
Paul	identified	some	of	these	attitude	attributes	that	should	define	our	service	to	one	another	as	
“living	sacrifices.”	The	scriptures	teach	that	God’s	people	are	to	be	“kindly	affectionate	to	one	
another.”	In	simple	terms,	we	are	to	treat	each	other	like	family,	but	not	a	dysfunctional	one.	We	are	
not	to	look	at	others	with	contempt,	jealousy,	or	critical	eyes	seeking	to	find	and	expose	faults	and	
issues.	We	are	to	express	mutual	affection	for	one	another	with	the	understanding	that	we	are	all	
knitted	together	as	a	body	of	which	our	Savior	is	the	head.	We	are	to	treat	each	other	with	the	
understanding	of	our	symbiotic	relationship.	The	edification	of	our	fellow	believers	produces	the	
edification	within	our	own	souls	unto	satisfaction.	Hence,	we	are	to	genuinely	serve	the	spiritual	
needs	of	others	to	seek	their	spiritual	well-being	without	any	selfish	or	spiteful	motives	or	attitudes.		
	
Paul	also	wrote	that	we	are	to	honor	each	other	by	giving	preference	to	one	another.	This	statement	
disqualifies	any	sort	of	selfish	ambitions.	The	desires	of	our	heart	should	not	be	to	fulfill	ourselves.	
This	is	not	what	Jesus	came	into	this	world	to	do.	That	is	not	what	the	Holy	Spirit	testifies	of.	The	
word	for	“honor”	refers	to	a	standard	or	fixed	price	for	a	value	system.	We	are	to	look	at	others	with	
the	understanding	of	their	value	as	members	of	the	body	of	Christ.	We	are	to	look	at	other	Christians	
knowing	that	Jesus	paid	a	price	for	them	too.	We	are	to	look	at	other	Christians	recognizing	our	need	
of	them	and	their	spiritual	gifts	in	order	to	properly	exercise	our	own	gifts.	We	are	to	look	at	other	
believers	with	the	understanding	that	their	spiritual	health	is	just	as	much	of	a	reflection	of	Jesus	as	
our	own	spiritual	health.	The	more	spiritually	healthy	we	all	are,	the	more	glory	God	receives	
through	the	magnification	of	Christ	as	the	head.	When	Paul	wrote	that	we	are	to	show	our	thanks	to	
God	by	conducting	ourselves	as	“living	sacrifices,”	this	is	how	we	do	so.	We	are	to	deny	selfish	
ambitions	in	order	to	live	for	the	purpose	of	building	up	the	spiritual	integrity	of	others	with	the	gifts	
of	grace	God	has	given.	Our	thanks	to	God	is	shown	in	our	spiritual	service	to	others	and	the	attitudes	
we	show	in	that	service.		
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Love’s Commitment 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:11 – Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord…	

The	Bible	teaches	throughout	its	contents	that	we	are	to	“love”	one	another.	Taking	the	full	counsel	of	
God’s	Word	into	consideration,	it	is	clear	that	the	Bible	describes	this	kind	of	“love”	as	revealing	the	
qualities	and	characteristics	of	Jesus	towards	others.	In	other	words,	we	are	to	die	to	self	for	the	
spiritual	profit	of	others	like	Jesus	did.	This	sort	of	conduct	requires	a	certain	attitude.	This	brand	of	
love	is	not	so	impersonal	that	affection	and	emotion	is	absent	from	the	equation.	The	Bible	teaches	
that	God	will	implant	the	same	sort	of	affection	He	has	for	us	in	our	hearts	to	project	it	towards	
others.	The	Father	and	the	Son	take	up	residence	in	the	hearts	of	God’s	people	by	the	Holy	Spirit	
specifically	for	this	purpose.	Hence,	it	is	the	affection	that	God	has	for	His	people	that	should	
stimulate	the	proper	attitude	of	“love”	that	the	Apostle	Paul	described	here.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	our	lives	should	be	far	from	self-centered.	The	life	of	a	true	believer	in	Jesus	Christ	
should	be	focused	on	finding	ways	to	exercise	the	gracious	gifts	God	has	provided	to	spiritually	edify	
the	people	of	God	in	response	to	the	mercy	we’ve	received.	This	is	how	we	show	God	thanks.	This	is	
how	we	serve	the	Lord,	by	serving	others.	This	sort	of	attitude	should	not	be	momentary,	but	
reflective	of	our	commitment	to	God	Himself.	Our	commitment	to	the	service	we	offer	others	reflects	
the	commitment	we	have	to	showing	God	thanks	for	our	own	salvation.	Therefore,	the	Bible	instructs	
God’s	people	to	love	without	“lagging.”	This	word	refers	to	any	sort	of	delay,	and	is	translated	as	
“slothful”	in	the	King	James	Version	of	the	Bible.	In	Matthew	25:26	Jesus	described	a	wicked	servant	
as	being	a	“slothful”	servant.	In	other	words,	our	serving	unto	others	should	be	energetic.	The	
“diligence”	Paul	referred	to	describes	an	attitude	of	earnestness,	meaning	that	we	should	be	sincerely	
and	intently	focused	on	our	service	to	others	with	strong	convictions	to	please	God.		
	
The	Bible	teaches	that	the	commitment	of	our	love	should	be	expressed	by	having	a	fervent	spirit.	
The	word	“fervent”	was	commonly	used	to	describe	the	heat	of	boiling	water.	Our	conviction	to	serve	
the	Lord	in	this	manner	should	be	zealous	with	enthusiasm,	not	a	burden.	Our	hearts	and	souls	
should	be	supercharged	with	excitement	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	God’s	people	in	response	to	
the	mercy	God	gave	us	through	the	service	of	the	Son	by	His	sacrifice.	This	passion	should	not	be	
stimulated	by	emotion,	but	involves	emotion.	Notice	that	this	enthusiasm	is	rooted	“in	spirit”	
referring	to	our	hearts	and	souls,	not	the	flesh.	We	should	not	depend	on	the	stimulation	of	the	flesh	
to	engage	in	the	service	of	the	Lord	for	the	edification	of	the	body	of	Christ.	Our	motives	need	to	be	
more	substantial	and	the	source	of	our	intensity	should	come	on	account	of	the	maturing	
understanding	we	have	of	God	Himself.		
	
Lastly,	our	service	to	others	needs	to	be	done	with	the	constant	remembrance	that	we	are	ultimately	
serving	the	Lord.	The	word	used	to	describe	“serving”	here	is	rooted	in	the	Greek	word	“dulos,”	
which	is	the	word	used	to	describe	the	bondservants	of	Jesus	Christ.	We	are	never	to	forget	Jesus,	His	
service,	and	the	benefits	we’ve	received	that	connect	us	to	Him.	We	are	to	serve	others	as	unto	the	
Lord,	not	to	impress	others,	but	to	express	thanks	to	the	God	who	saved	us	from	hell.		
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Physical Exertion In Spiritual Work 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:12 – Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
steadfastly in prayer…	

The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	the	work	and	service	of	the	Lord	requires	energy.	There	is	an	
expenditure	of	effort	that	is	required	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	on	a	constant	basis.	Even	
though	the	service	of	the	Lord	is	fueled	by	the	Holy	Spirit	in	a	spiritual	direction,	the	work	takes	a	
physical	toll	requiring	physical	exertion.	However,	the	Bible	explains	how	this	physical	energy	should	
be	expressed.	The	exercising	of	physical	energy	for	spiritual	purpose	doesn’t	necessarily	require	full	
physical	health	through	means	of	bodily	strength,	speed,	agility,	quickness,	and	power.	Instead,	the	
body	must	be	able	to	endure	the	difficulties	of	denying	the	flesh	in	order	to	have	the	mind	focused	on	
the	spiritual	things	the	Holy	Spirit	compels	from	the	heart.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	the	people	of	Christ	should	rejoice	in	the	hope	of	Christ.	Though	Jesus	has	not	yet	
completed	the	work	to	conform	us	into	His	image,	we	are	to	rejoice	in	the	anticipation	of	the	
fulfillment	of	that	promise.	We	are	not	yet	what	we	will	be,	but	we	are	called	to	constantly	remember	
who	Jesus	is,	placing	our	trust	in	Him	to	do	the	necessary	work	to	fulfill	the	full	benefits	of	eternal	
life.	We	didn’t	contribute	to	the	work	to	become	saved.	We	don’t	perform	works	to	remain	saved.	We	
certainly	don’t	contribute	to	the	work	of	Jesus	to	fulfill	our	salvation.	If	we	remember	who	Jesus	is	
and	are	assured	by	His	essence,	we	should	be	compelled	to	rejoice	over	the	promise	that	awaits	us	
with	a	confident	expectation.	We	as	believers	do	not	live	as	“if”	we’re	going	to	be	saved,	but	instead	
considering	“when”	our	Savior	will	fully	redeem	us	into	His	glory!	This	rejoicing	should	be	outwardly	
expressed	according	to	the	encouragement	we	receive	from	the	exercising	of	other’s	spiritual	gifts,	
and	the	continual	understanding	we	receive	of	the	mercy	we	get	from	God	daily.		
	
We	are	to	expel	physical	energy	in	our	service	to	the	Lord,	being	“patient	in	tribulation.”	The	word	
“patience”	means	“to	bear	up	under	a	load.”	Walking	in	the	Spirit	takes	a	toll.	Though	Jesus’	yoke	is	
easy,	and	His	burden	is	light,	the	denial	of	flesh	to	take	up	Jesus’	yoke	still	requires	difficulty.	This	
idea	is	explained	in	the	word	Paul	used	to	describe	“tribulation.”	This	word	comes	from	the	Greek	
word	“thlibo,”	which	is	a	word	that	was	commonly	used	to	describe	the	“pressing”	required	to	squash	
grapes	when	making	wine.	Jesus	used	this	word	in	Matthew	7:14,	describing	the	road	to	the	kingdom	
of	heaven	as	“narrow.”	Thus,	this	word	doesn’t	refer	to	outside	persecutions,	but	internal	ones.	This	
word	describes	the	natural	difficulty	of	being	sanctified	unto	our	spiritual	purposes.	This	difficulty	
refers	to	the	challenges	that	come	with	denying	our	selfish	and	personal	ambitions	in	order	to	pour	
into	others.	This	difficulty	deals	with	the	regular	challenges	associated	with	thinking	spiritually	and	
eternally	instead	of	according	to	the	things	we	see	and	feel.	We	are	called	to	deal	with	the	physical	
distresses	and	issues	associated	with	the	denial	of	self	to	live	like	Christ.		
	
Lastly,	we’re	called	to	continue	steadfastly	in	prayer.	This	means	that	we	should	persevere	without	
growing	faith	in	prayer.	Context	explains	that	our	prayer	should	be	centered	on	the	spiritual	needs	of	
others,	and	the	endurance	required	to	do	that	which	God	accepts	as	our	reasonable	service	unto	Him.		
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Love Causes Concern 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:13 – Distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality…	

When	we	gain	an	understanding	of	the	benefits	we’ve	received	from	the	Lord	God	Almighty	in	
salvation,	the	scriptures	teach	that	our	hearts	should	be	stirred	up	to	respond	in	particular	ways.	The	
testimony	of	Jesus	is	the	means	by	which	we	are	able	to	receive	forgiveness	of	sins	and	escape	the	
condemnation	of	hell.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	means	by	which	we	are	able	to	connect	with	the	Creator	
and	Savior	so	as	to	have	fellowship	with	Him	and	continually	learn	of	Him.	The	work	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	comes	by	the	speaking	of	certain	convictions	so	as	to	align	our	hearts	with	the	heart	of	Jesus	
Himself.	Since	the	love	of	God,	pictured	in	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ,	was	centered	on	Jesus	
offering	Himself	as	a	sacrifice	for	the	spiritual	needs	of	others,	the	love	of	God	should	flow	through	us	
in	the	exact	same	manner.	This	requires	all	of	us	as	God’s	people	to	have	a	high	level	of	concern	for	
one	another.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	our	service	unto	God	is	the	means	by	which	we	express	our	thanks	for	
the	salvation	He	gave	us	by	grace.	Additionally,	Paul	wrote	that	our	service	to	God	is	practically	
expressed	through	our	service	to	one	another	in	order	that	the	body	of	Christ	would	be	built	up	to	
the	glory	of	our	Savior.	One	of	the	ways	that	we	are	instructed	to	serve	one	another	is	by	
“distributing	to	the	needs	of	the	saints.”	This	is	an	incredibly	important	principle.	The	work	of	the	
Gospel	requires	cost:	physically,	mentally,	emotionally,	and	financially.	Those	called	to	go	out	and	
preach	and	teach	must	endure	the	physical	difficulties	involved	in	those	missions.	Those	called	to	
study	the	Word	as	teachers	or	are	gifted	to	pray	diligently	as	intercessors	take	on	a	heavy	mental	and	
emotional	burden.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	God’s	people	have	to	eat.	The	Bible	plainly	teaches	in	1	
Corinthians	9:14	that	those	God	has	commanded	to	preach	the	Gospel	should	live	by	the	Gospel.	
Their	lives	should	be	committed	to	the	things	of	the	Lord,	disqualifying	them	from	earning	a	normal	
living	like	the	average	human	being.	Those	who	understand	the	mercy	of	God	according	to	the	Gospel	
understand	that	these	needs	must	be	met,	and	in	an	effort	to	ensure	the	continuing	work	of	the	
Gospel	partner	in	the	distribution	of	goods	to	meet	the	physical	and	financial	needs	of	God’s	servants.		
	
The	word	“distributing”	is	a	word	that	refers	to	fellowship	to	the	extent	of	a	partnership.	All	believers	
are	to	consider	ourselves	partners	in	our	Father’s	business	pertaining	to	the	Gospel	so	that	when	we	
do	our	part	to	help	meet	the	needs	of	God’s	people,	we	understand	the	mutual	benefit	we	all	gain	as	
the	body.	This	is	why	hospitality	is	a	big	part	of	the	equation	as	well.	To	be	“given”	to	hospitality	is	to	
run	swiftly	in	order	to	catch	up	with	someone.	In	other	words,	we	don’t	wait	for	people	to	come	to	us	
for	help.	We	are	to	pursue	opportunities	to	help	others	and	take	the	initiative.	The	word	“hospitality”	
is	important	to	consider	too.	It	is	a	word	that	deals	with	helping	others,	but	emphasizing	strangers.	
This	means	that	we	aren’t	to	show	prejudices	in	the	service	we	offer.	A	brother	or	sister	in	Christ	is	
part	of	the	body	of	Christ	by	which	we	are	all	connect.	The	spiritual	health	and	physical	well-being	of	
God’s	people	is	not	only	profitable	to	aid	others	in	the	exercising	of	their	spiritual	gifts,	but	also	
gratifying	to	us	who	enable	them	to	do	so.	Our	treatment	towards	others	this	way	is	how	we	show	
thanks	to	our	Savior.	
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Love Is Complimentary  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:14 – Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	people	who	have	been	saved	by	faith	are	no	longer	the	people	that	we	
were	when	we	were	born.	In	order	to	be	saved	from	the	condemnation	of	our	natural	hearts,	Jesus	
plainly	taught	that	we	MUST	be	born	again.	The	Apostle	Paul	later	described	this	principle	as	being	a	
“new	creation.”	This	means	that,	while	we	remain	alive	in	these	fleshly	bodies,	still	having	the	
depravity	of	our	hearts	working	against	the	work	God	wants	to	do	through	us,	we	are	to	live	by	the	
motivation	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	are	not	to	live	according	to	old	habits	or	any	human	habit	for	that	
matter.	As	Christians,	we	are	called	to	die	to	self	in	order	that	we	can	walk	worthy	of	our	calling	as	
God’s	children,	in	the	Spirit	rather	than	the	flesh.	This	means	that	God’s	people	are	called	to	live	
supernaturally,	not	naturally.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	our	understanding	of	God’s	mercy	should	be	the	chief	spark	of	this	change.	When	we	
are	saved,	the	Lord	opens	our	eyes	to	His	mercy	and	grace	expressed	through	Jesus	our	Savior.	It	is	
the	understanding	of	God’s	mercy	that	should	provoke	our	hearts	to	have	an	affection	for	Jesus	–	
phileo	love.	This	affection	facilitates	the	revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	through	
our	daily	living	–	agape	love.	The	revelation	of	Jesus’	character	and	nature	in	our	lives	is	the	
manifestation	of	a	supernatural	response,	not	a	natural	one.	According	to	Paul,	the	revelation	of	Jesus	
in	our	lives	should	come	by	how	we	treat	others.	The	affectionate	love	we	have	for	our	Savior	should	
be	expressed	through	how	we	treat	others;	but	not	just	those	who	are	in	favor	of	us.		
	
The	Gospel	of	John	begins	by	stating	that	Jesus	came	into	the	world	as	God	in	flesh,	as	the	Messiah,	
the	fulfillment	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises.	Yet	the	world	did	not	recognize	Him	
and	His	own	did	not	receive	Him.	Still,	Jesus	lived	in	a	sinless	manner	so	as	to	fulfill	every	jot	and	
tittle	of	the	Law	on	our	behalf.	We	despised	and	reject	Him	in	unbelief,	but	He	presented	Himself	as	
the	Lord	Our	Righteousness.	Likewise,	when	we	reviled	Him	and	falsely	accused	Him	unto	the	point	
of	death,	Jesus	allowed	it	and	presented	Himself	as	the	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sins	of	the	
world.	Jesus	did	not	exercise	justice	against	those	who	denied	Him	as	He	could	have.	He	did	not	curse	
those	who	cursed	Him.	Instead,	Jesus	provided	spiritual	benefits	for	those	who	cursed	Him.	Jesus	
died	to	Himself	and	on	behalf	of	others	so	that	they	could	receive	the	opportunity	to	be	forgiven	for	
their	offense.		
	
When	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	“bless	those	who	persecute”	instead	of	cursing,	this	is	what	he	
referred	to.	To	“bless”	means	to	speak	well	of.	When	people	seek	to	drive	us	away	on	account	of	the	
righteousness	of	God	working	in	our	lives,	the	natural	response	is	to	speak	against	them	in	
vengeance.	The	Bible	states	that	the	affection	we	have	for	Jesus	should	compel	us	to	respond	like	He	
did	–	die	to	self	for	their	spiritual	gain.	Rather	than	implicating	evil	against	those	who	persecute	us,	
we	are	to	speak	well	of	them	in	some	manner;	hoping	for	repentance	while	undertaking	the	suffering	
of	Jesus	Himself	with	the	hope	for	the	same	glory	that	saved	us	when	He	blessed	rather	than	cursed.			
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Love Is Compassionate  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:15 – Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep.	

The	word	“compassion”	is	sometimes	a	difficult	word	to	understand	in	the	scriptures	because	of	the	
way	it	is	used	in	the	English	language	today.	The	English	dictionary	defines	“compassion”	as	
sympathetic	concern	and	distress	for	another.	The	Bible	emphasizes	the	response	of	this	sympathetic	
distress.	For	example,	the	English	word	“compassion”	is	frequently	used	to	translate	the	original	
language	word	used	to	describe	God’s	mercy.	Yet,	God’s	mercy	is	not	merely	predicated	on	a	feeling	
of	concern.	God’s	mercies	are	renewed	every	morning!	God	is	responsive	to	distress.	Since	He	is	holy,	
almighty,	and	righteous,	He	is	able	to	perfectly	respond	to	the	sympathetic	distress	He	has	when	He	
sees	us.	For	example,	when	Jesus	fed	the	5,000	with	5	loaves	and	2	fish,	the	scriptures	state	that	He	
was	first	moved	with	compassion	for	the	people	when	He	observed	them	as	sheep	without	a	
shepherd.	Before	Jesus	gave	food,	He	demonstrated	power	to	heal	the	lame,	the	sick,	and	relieve	
those	plagued	by	demonic	influences	and	possession.	Jesus	didn’t	just	feel	bad	for	people,	He	
responded	so	as	to	alleviate	the	distress	that	people	had	in	order	to	provide	spiritual	benefit	to	them.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	the	body	of	Christ	should	respond	to	each	other	in	the	same	manner.	If	
we	have	been	saved	by	the	mercy	of	God,	why	should	we	not	also	share	that	gift	of	mercy	with	
others?	If	we	have	received	the	Spirit	of	God,	why	should	we	not	do	things	that	the	Spirit	convicts	us	
to	do	parallel	to	the	testimony	of	Jesus?	The	body	of	Christ	should	show	affection	for	one	another	by	
rejoicing	with	others	and	weeping	with	others.	Note	that	Paul	taught	this	principle	in	the	context	of	
his	previous	mention	of	spiritual	gifts.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	rejoicing	and	weeping	are	spiritual	
gifts.	However,	if	God’s	people	are	to	respond	according	to	the	temperament	and	character	of	Jesus,	
then	our	rejoicing	and	weeping	should	be	spiritually	motivated.	Paul	didn’t	command	people	to	fake	
laugh	and	make	themselves	cry.	Paul	simply	taught	that	God’s	people	should	submit	to	the	influence	
of	the	Holy	Spirit	so	as	to	have	concern	for	one	another	in	the	same	manner	that	Christ	did.		
	
To	rejoice	with	those	who	rejoice	is	to	be	happy	for	those	who	have	joy.	A	typical	human	response	is	
to	be	jealous,	covetous,	or	spiteful	for	the	increase	of	others.	It	isn’t	uncommon	for	a	person	to	see	the	
joy	of	another	and	then	question	God	as	to	why	they	can’t	have	the	same	benefits	or	privileges.	The	
Bible	encourages	the	body	of	Christ	to	respond	contrary	to	this	initial	fleshly	habit.	For	example,	in	
Luke	1:57-58	the	Bible	explains	that	the	people	and	family	of	Elizabeth,	the	mother	of	John	the	
Baptist,	rejoiced	with	her	on	account	of	the	mercy	she	had	received	from	God.	Not	only	was	she	
specially	selected	by	God	to	give	birth	to	John,	but	received	God’s	mercy	to	do	so	at	an	old	age	when	
previously	barren!	The	people	were	legitimately	happy	for	her.	Likewise,	when	Jesus	saw	the	people	
weeping	and	grieving	the	loss	of	Lazarus,	Jesus	became	sick	to	His	stomach,	seeing	how	death	
affected	His	people	that	couldn’t	yet	see	Him	as	“the	Resurrection.”	Jesus	wept	too.	In	other	words,	
when	one	part	of	the	body	is	built	up	or	torn	down,	the	whole	body	is	affected.	As	the	body	of	Christ,	
we	need	to	remember	this,	and	seek	to	do	our	part	to	build	up	the	full	body	by	either	encouraging	joy	
or	alleviating	distress.			
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“I” Cancer…  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:16 – Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your 
mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.	

In	Mark	10:43-45	the	Bible	plainly	states	that	Jesus	came	as	a	servant	of	all.	The	King	of	kings	and	
Lord	of	lords	came	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others,	not	to	gratify	self.	He	sacrificed	the	
opportunity	to	indulge	personal	comforts	and	ambitions	for	the	flesh	so	that	He	made	the	remark	
that,	“Foxes	of	the	earth	have	holes,	and	birds	of	the	air	have	nests,	but	the	Son	of	Man	has	no	place	to	
lay	His	head.”	The	One	we	call	God	was	born	in	a	barn	to	set	the	tone	for	the	temperament	of	His	
ministry	that	would	suffice	to	save	sinners	from	hell.	It	was	not	as	if	Jesus	didn’t	have	access	to	a	nice	
home,	bed,	and	pillow,	only	that	those	things	weren’t	necessary	in	order	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	
of	others,	so	He	didn’t	deal	with	them.	This	is	the	standard	for	what	the	love,	affection,	and	service	of	
God	looks	like	–	the	standard	by	which	we	should	all	live	by.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	principle	clearly.	He	taught	that	those	who	truly	understand	the	
mercy	that	God	has	bestowed	upon	us	in	salvation	should	“be	of	the	same	mind	towards	one	
another.”	According	to	Romans	15:5-7,	this	single-mindedness	refers	to	the	fact	that	ALL	of	God’s	
people	should	be	focused	on	glorifying	the	God	who	saved	us;	not	building	up	self.	We	are	called	to	
recognize	the	unifying	bond	of	the	Holy	Spirit	according	to	the	testimony	of	Christ	by	the	will	of	the	
Father.	The	One	who	saved	us	prayed	to	the	Father	according	to	His	desire:	that	we	would	all	be	one	
in	Him	as	He	is	with	the	Father.	To	live	for	self	is	to	spit	on	the	desire	of	our	Savior	and	rebel	against	
the	will	of	the	Father.	We	are	called	to	recognized	the	mutual	benefit	we	all	get	in	satisfaction	when	
we	live	for	the	purpose	of	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	to	the	glory	of	Jesus	and	the	Father.		
	
In	contrast,	we	are	instructed	to	keep	from	setting	our	minds	on	“high	things.”	What	are	“high	
things?”	Since	this	point	is	in	direct	contrast	to	the	previous	point,	“high	things”	is	contextually	
defined	as:	constantly	thinking	of	self,	personal	ambitions,	personal	preferences,	and	trying	to	glorify	
self	by	various	means	instead	of	God.	The	way	the	Greek	grammar	is	written,	the	instruction	actually	
implies	that	we	as	people	already	do	this	as	a	habit	and	is	calling	for	the	people	of	God	to	STOP!	Our	
natural	habit	is	to	seek	to	be	great	and	to	be	first.	Jesus	taught	that	those	who	are	the	greatest	in	the	
kingdom	are	the	least	in	this	life	and	that	those	who	are	first	here,	will	be	last.		
	
An	important	principle	here	is	to	see	that	our	associations	and	company	will	influence	us	one	way	or	
the	other.	This	is	why	Paul	encouraged	the	church	to	associate	with	the	humble.	If	we	are	told	to	be	
humble	and	selfless,	but	only	surround	ourselves	with	those	who	seek	to	creatively	increase	self,	how	
will	we	be	humble?	Hence,	Paul	quoted	Proverbs	3:7	to	say	that	we	should	not	be	wise	in	our	own	
opinion.	This	means	that	we	should	not	become	skillful	in	how	we	indulge	self.	We	should	not	rely	on	
our	personal	opinion	and	wisdom	to	serve	others,	remembering	that	the	heart	is	deceitful	above	all	
things.	We	should	rely	on	the	standards	that	God	set	and	the	Spirit	He	provided	to	ensure	our	lives	
are	not	about	us,	but	about	Him.	The	way	we	serve	Him	is	by	dying	to	self	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	
others,	just	like	Jesus	did:	simple	personal	relationships	that	teach	who	He	is	and	why	that	matters.		
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The Mind to Bless  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:17 – Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the 
sight of all men.	

History	shows	that	human	habit	seldom	involves	the	demonstration	of	mercy.	When	people	are	
wronged,	people	usually	want	to	inflict	pain	in	retaliation.	We	usually	want	people	to	suffer	as	we	
have	suffered.	We	usually	want	people	to	pay	for	their	wrongs	against	us.	This	type	of	attitude	is	not	
consistent	with	the	mercy	of	the	One	who	saved	us	from	sin,	death,	and	hell.	If	God	were	to	treat	us	as	
we	have	treated	others,	we’d	all	be	dead!	According	to	the	Bible,	when	God	opens	our	eyes	to	
understand	His	mercy	in	salvation,	He	expects	us	to	seek	opportunities	to	show	that	same	type	of	
mercy.	We	have	been	spared	from	condemnation	because	of	God’s	patience	with	our	depravity,	even	
while	saved.	Jesus	died,	on	our	behalf	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins.	Jesus	resurrected	from	the	dead	to	
show	the	fruit	of	His	forgiveness.	Jesus	ascended	into	the	kingdom	of	heaven	and	distributed	the	Holy	
Spirit	to	His	people	in	order	to	equip	His	people	to	live	in	the	same	manner.	The	Lord	has	done	all	of	
the	work	required	to	enable	us	to	live	like	Him.	The	scriptures	show	that	we	should	show	our	
gratitude	to	the	Lord	by	receiving	Him	to	live	this	way.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	put	it	simply.	We	should	not	repay	evil	for	evil.	The	world	lives	according	to	the	
flesh,	which	is	contrary	to	God.	This	means	that	the	people	who	live	by	such	a	standard	will	inevitably	
oppose	our	desire	to	live	for	God’s	righteous	and	holy	purposes.	Jesus	promised	that	we	would	be	
persecuted	for	His	namesake.	We	are	not	supposed	to	respond	to	the	flesh	in	the	flesh.	We	are	called	
to	die	to	our	flesh	in	order	that	we	should	respond	to	the	fleshly	attitudes	of	others	according	to	the	
Holy	Spirit.	Since	the	Holy	Spirit’s	primary	job	is	to	convict	us	of	Jesus’	testimony,	speaking	of	sin,	
righteousness,	and	judgment,	we	should	be	convicted	to	live	like	Jesus	did.	According	to	1	Peter	2:22-
23,	Jesus	was	denied,	rejected,	reviled,	beaten,	falsely	accused,	and	ultimately	murdered.	Jesus	didn’t	
do	anything	in	response.	He	was	sinless	and	perfectly	righteous	in	every	way	and	would	have	been	
just	to	destroy	all	of	those	who	opposed	Him.	Jesus	didn’t	exercise	that	right.	Instead,	He	subjected	
Himself	to	the	evil	committed	against	Him	and	responded	with	good	by	dying	for	their	sins	and	the	
sins	of	others.	This	is	how	we	are	supposed	to	respond	according	to	the	evil	committed	against	us.		
	
Since	our	natural	human	habit	is	to	respond	to	the	flesh	with	the	flesh,	our	minds	should	be	
continually	focused	on	doing	right	according	to	God’s	standards	as	documented	in	the	Word.	Paul	
wrote	to	“have	regard”	for	good	things.	This	phrase	means	that	we	should	be	considering	good	things	
beforehand	–	even	before	we	are	mistreated.	If	we	are	not	thinking	about	doing	good	in	response	to	
evil	beforehand,	we	won’t	have	it	in	our	minds	to	do	so	when	the	time	comes,	and	will	likely	respond	
according	to	natural	human	habit	instead.	The	Bible	teaches	that	we	should	be	thinking	about	
responding	against	evil	by	God’s	standards	of	goodness	before	we’re	treated	wrongly	so	that	we	are	
able	to	take	a	public	stand	for	God’s	righteousness	when	the	time	comes.	Our	demonstration	of	God’s	
goodness	in	the	Spirit	should	be	a	public	demonstration	for	the	glory	of	God,	not	hidden	as	if	we’re	
ashamed.	We	should	feel	privileged	to	have	the	chance	to	manifest	the	qualities	of	our	Savior	before	
others	in	response	to	the	goodness	He	first	showed	us.	This	is	how	God’s	brand	of	love	is	shown.		
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Living Peaceably   
 

Scripture: Romans 12:18 – If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably 
with all men.	

When	God	spoke	through	the	prophet	Isaiah	about	the	coming	Messiah,	He	said	that	the	Messiah	
would	be	“the	Prince	of	Peace.”	In	the	same	sentence,	God	also	said	that	the	Messiah	would	be	called	
“Everlasting	Father.”	This	means	that	the	Messiah	was	going	to	be	the	physical	manifestation	of	the	
Father	as	the	“Prince	of	Peace.”	When	Jesus	came	as	the	Messiah,	He	was	God	in	flesh,	the	Prince	of	
Peace.	Yet,	Jesus	plainly	stated	that	the	peace	that	He	gives	is	NOT	like	the	world’s	brand	of	peace.	His	
peace	is	spiritual	and	eternal	in	nature,	such	as	only	God	Himself	can	give.	As	the	“Prince	of	Peace,”	
Jesus	is	the	administrator	of	the	exclusively	genuine	brand	of	peace.	The	peace	that	Jesus	gave	was	
reconciliation	with	the	Father	through	the	forgiveness	of	sins	on	behalf	of	His	sacrifice.	Only	Jesus	
could	die	for	the	sins	of	the	world.	Only	Jesus	could	reconcile	sinners	to	the	holy	glory	of	the	Father.	
Only	Jesus	can	administrate	a	harmonious	relationship	between	a	sinner	and	God!	
	
This	is	the	brand	of	peace	that	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	about.	Recall	that	Paul	began	writing	in	
Romans	Chapter	12	about	the	manner	in	which	God’s	people	should	thank	God	in	response	to	the	
understanding	He	provides	of	His	mercy	according	to	the	Gospel.	The	manner	in	which	we	who	have	
been	saved	by	the	grace	of	God	should	thank	Him	is	by	dying	to	self	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	
one	another.	God	has	specially	equipped	His	people	to	perform	this	service	through	spiritual	gifts	so	
that	we	are	able	to	live	in	ways	that	parallel	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ	and	the	ways	that	He	
restored	people	to	the	Father	with	hope.	When	Paul	said,	“If	it	is	possible,	as	depends	on	you,”	he	was	
referring	to	the	ability	that	we	have	in	the	Spirit	to	live	like	Christ.	We	of	ourselves	cannot	produce	
peace	since	Jesus	is	the	Prince	of	Peace.	Instead,	when	we	see	the	reasonable	opportunity	to	cause	
peace	and	harmony	with	the	people	of	God,	we	should	embrace	that	opportunity	as	a	way	to	thank	
God	for	the	peace	we	have	received	with	Him	through	Jesus.		
	
According	to	Matthew	5:9,	it	is	the	peacemakers	that	are	blessed	as	children	of	God.	Those	who	stir	
up	contention,	arguments,	and	bad	attitudes	don’t	reflect	a	peaceful	relationship	with	God.	According	
to	Romans	14:16-19	the	kingdom	of	God	is	made	up	of	righteousness,	joy	and	peace.	If	we	are	
citizens	of	this	kingdom,	we	should	live	according	to	its	culture	and	characteristics.	According	to	
Ephesians	4:3	the	unity	of	the	Spirit	that	causes	the	body	of	Christ	to	glorify	Jesus	is	knitted	together	
in	“the	bond	of	peace.”	Those	who	make	a	conscious	and	concerted	effort	to	agree	with	one	another	
concerning	the	spiritual	and	eternal	integrity	of	the	Gospel	are	those	who	encourage	that	bond.	
According	to	Colossians	3:15	the	peace	of	God	that	is	administrated	by	Jesus	should	rule	our	hearts.	
This	means	that	we	should	be	constantly	motivated	and	determined	to	get	along	with	one	another	for	
the	sake	of	the	Gospel	and	the	proclamation	of	Jesus’	testimony.	Lastly,	Hebrews	12:14	teaches	that	it	
is	impossible	for	the	testimony	of	the	Lord	to	be	seen	if	not	for	a	holy	pursuit	of	peace.	Since	Jesus	is	
the	Prince	of	Peace,	those	who	are	indifferent	to	living	peaceably	with	one	another	are	indifferent	to	
relying	on	Jesus	for	the	ability	to	do	so.	The	command	to	live	peaceable	is	simply	another	way	for	
each	of	us	to	die	to	self	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	others	unto	the	glory	of	our	Savior.	
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Vengeance Is His  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:19 – Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but [rather] give place to 
wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance [is] Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	people,	while	are	used	as	instruments	of	God’s	righteousness,	are	called	
to	get	out	of	His	way	when	it	comes	to	judgment.	He	is	God	and	there	is	no	other.	He	is	the	Judge.	He	
will	give	everyone	their	due	rewards.	The	Father	has	appointed	the	Son	to	take	charge	of	
administrating	His	judgment,	and	Jesus	doesn’t	share	this	authority	with	His	people	at	this	moment	
in	time.	While	it	can	sometimes	seem	like	a	good	idea	to	respond	against	those	who	have	wronged	us	
and	persecuted	us,	the	Bible	tells	us	to	stand	back	and	leave	God	room	to	do	the	job	He	does	best.	We	
don’t	know	what	we’re	doing.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	was	not	speaking	by	his	own	wisdom	when	he	wrote	this	command.	Paul	was	
directly	quoting	Deuteronomy	32:35	and	referencing	Leviticus	19:18	when	he	stated	that	vengeance	
belongs	solely	to	the	Lord.	The	context	of	those	two	verses	explains	why	we	should,	at	all	costs,	
refrain	from	trying	to	do	God’s	job.	Recall	that	the	context	of	Romans	Chapter	12	has	explained	the	
practical	ways	that	we	are	called	to	show	our	thanks	to	the	Lord	for	the	mercy	He	has	bestowed	upon	
us	in	salvation.	Our	thanks	to	God	is	to	be	expressed	through	the	spiritual	service	we	provide	for	one	
another	to	edify	the	body	of	Christ,	and	glorify	Jesus	as	the	head.	How	can	we	perform	spiritual	
service	to	others	to	uplift	the	body	if	we	are	taking	it	upon	ourselves	to	administrate	our	own	justice?	
The	context	of	Deuteronomy	32:35	explains	why	vengeance	belongs	to	God.	His	judgment	is	
productive	and	fruitful.	There,	God	explained	that	His	judgment	and	“vengeance”	is	the	means	by	
which	He	will	purge	His	servants	of	sin	and	harm	in	order	to	exalt	them	unto	the	fulfillment	of	His	
promises.	God’s	vengeance	results	in	the	blessing	of	His	people	while	also	destroying	the	works	of	
His	enemies.	When	we	are	wronged,	our	response	against	our	enemies	is	purely	destructive.	God	
alone	knows	how	to	use	vengeance	to	provide	both	justice	for	the	wicked	AND	profit	for	His	people.		
	
The	context	of	Leviticus	19:18	explains	that	we	are	not	supposed	to	take	vengeance	into	our	own	
hands	because	it	is	contrary	to	our	responsibility	to	love	our	neighbors	as	ourselves.	Instead	of	trying	
to	correct	the	people	who	have	wronged	us	on	our	own,	we	are	called	to	restrain	ourselves	and	die	to	
our	flesh,	conceding	that	God	knows	better	than	we	do	by	faith.	By	relenting	in	our	fleshly	response,	
we	have	by	nature	shown	mercy,	which	is	the	character	of	Jesus.	Since	we	are	demonstrating	the	
character	of	Jesus	in	that	moment	of	restraint	and	faith,	we	are	by	definition	“loving”	our	neighbor	
even	though	they	may	act	like	our	enemy.	Additionally,	Hebrews	10:30-31	quotes	this	verse	too	to	
explain	that	it	is	the	Lord	who	brings	fear	in	His	judgment.	While	people	might	be	able	to	
administrate	their	own	brand	of	revenge,	that	revenge	doesn’t	spark	fear	unto	humility.	Human	
response	simply	causes	grief	and	anger.	According	to	Hebrews,	it	is	fearful	to	fall	into	the	hands	of	
God,	not	people.	Since	it	is	the	fear	of	the	Lord	that	produces	wisdom	and	knowledge,	allowing	God	to	
do	His	job	in	administrating	vengeance	will	enable	others	to	fear	God,	receive	His	wisdom,	and	thus,	
mitigate	future	issues	through	salvation.	God,	and	God	alone	is	able	to	do	that,	so	we	as	His	people	
should	stay	out	of	His	way	in	this	regard.		
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Overcoming Evil…  
 

Scripture: Romans 12:20-21 – Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	there	are	particular	ways	to	thank	the	Lord.	We	do	not	get	the	liberty	to	
thank	Him	however	we	please.	Since	the	Lord	is	eternal,	spiritual,	holy,	and	righteous,	His	is	
totally	contrary	to	our	human	nature.	Thus,	we	are	not	qualified	to	thank	Him	the	way	He	
deserves	according	to	His	glory.	We	must	rely	on	His	instruction	to	know	how	to	rightly	thank	
Him,	and	according	to	the	scriptures,	the	Bible	says	that	we	thank	God	by	dying	to	ourselves	for	
the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	This	thereby	disqualifies	all	natural	human	responses	as	being	
permissible	by	God.	Instead,	God	has	provided	His	people	with	His	Spirit	in	order	to	enable	us	to	
thank	Him	supernaturally	by	serving	the	needs	of	others	in	the	same	manner	that	He	did.		
	
The	Bible	is	clear	to	explain	that	our	natural	responses	in	life	are	unrighteous	and	ungodly.	Since	
we	are	generally	selfish	and	prideful,	our	first	inclination	is	not	to	do	what	is	better	for	others	at	
our	own	expense.	Our	natural	response	is	to	do	what	we	have	to	do	at	the	expense	of	others	for	
our	own	benefit,	especially	when	someone	else	wrongs	us.	According	to	the	Bible,	this	is	an	
ungodly	response,	and	thus,	contrary	to	a	thankful	heart.	We	can’t	thank	God	by	serving	the	
needs	of	others	if	we	hold	others	in	contempt	and	are	spiteful	against	them	because	of	things	
they	might	have	done	against	us.	This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	quoted	Proverbs	25:21-22	to	
explain	how	we	should	properly	thank	God	through	the	relationships	we	have	with	those	who	
have	wronged	us.		
	
If	we	have	received	mercy	from	God	according	to	the	offense	we	have	brought	to	Him,	our	
gratitude	towards	Him	should	be	expressed	by	showing	that	same	mercy	towards	others	in	the	
same	manner.	We	aren’t	to	seek	vengeance,	but	let	the	Lord	handle	the	justice	side	of	things.	Our	
brand	of	justice	is	destructive;	God’s	is	productive.	Instead,	the	Bible	teaches	that	our	mercy	
should	be	demonstrated	unto	others	who	have	wronged	us	by	“loving”	them.	Paul	quoted	the	
Old	Testament	to	describe	the	quality	of	love	that	was	first	shown	to	us	through	Jesus,	thereby	
giving	us	clear	instruction	of	what	the	response	of	the	Holy	Spirit	should	look	like.	Rather	than	
go	after	our	enemies	to	harm	them,	we	should	seek	to	aid	them	by	providing	for	them	to	seek	
their	well-being,	in	hopes	for	their	eventual	spiritual	well-being.	The	Bible	teaches	that	this	sort	
of	kindness	is	convicting	to	the	conscience	of	those	who	have	wronged	us,	and	is	often	successful	
to	cause	forgiveness	and	reconciliation.	After	all,	it	is	the	goodness	of	God	that	led	us	to	
repentance	and	restoration	to	Him.	This	is	why	we	are	called	to	respond	in	the	same	manner.	To	
treat	our	enemies	in	such	a	way	is	to	show	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	indeed	dwelling	within,	
provoking	the	attitude	and	character	of	Christ	to	shine	through	us	unto	the	salvation	of	others.		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

Submission  
 

Scripture: Romans 13:1 – Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
God. 	

The	Bible	is	practical	in	its	explanation	on	how	we	as	God’s	people	are	to	trust	and	serve	the	
Lord.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	our	gratitude	unto	God	should	be	expressed	by	the	humble	
service	we	provide	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	others.	By	this,	we	are	to	die	to	ourselves	in	order	
that	the	Holy	Spirit	can	enable	us	to	treat	others	in	the	manner	that	Jesus	treated	us	when	He	
have	Himself	as	the	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sins	of	the	world.	Faith	comes	by	hearing,	
and	hearing	by	the	Word	of	God.	Since	the	Word	is	the	means	by	which	we	receive	faith,	then	the	
Word	must	be	the	standard	by	which	we	express	faith	as	well.	In	other	words,	we	don’t	get	to	
make	up	our	own	works	of	faith.	We	don’t	get	to	make	up	how	we’re	going	to	demonstrate	our	
faith.	Since	it	is	faith	that	God	gives	by	the	standards	of	the	Word,	then	the	ways	we	express	our	
faith	must	be	according	to	God’s	standards,	which	are	contrary	to	human	nature.		
	
Perhaps	one	of	the	most	anti-human	characteristics	in	the	Bible	is	submission.	People	don’t	
want	to	submit	to	others	naturally.	Even	when	people	are	willing	to	yield	to	others,	it	is	usually	
with	the	hope	of	gain	some	sort	of	selfish	gratification.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	people	
should	submit	unto	Him	because	He	is	God;	and	that	is	true	whether	our	flesh	is	gratified	or	not.	
One	of	the	chief	areas	that	the	Bible	highlights	where	we	are	called	to	submit,	is	unto	governing	
authorities.	Paul	explained	that	all	Christians	are	called	to	be	subject	to	governing	authorities;	
and	Paul	wrote	this	while	the	Roman	Empire	was	governing	the	world!	When	Paul	wrote	that	
we	should	be	“subject”	to	governing	authorities,	he	used	a	word	that	explains	how	we	should	
place	ourselves	under	the	authority	of	another	as	in	the	military.	Notice	that	there	is	no	
qualification	that	stipulates	political	party,	personal	perspective,	or	cultural	context.	We	are	to	
humble	ourselves	and	subject	ourselves	to	ALL	governing	authorities,	respecting	and	fearing	the	
position	that	God	has	ordained.		
	
Here,	it	is	critical	to	understand	why.	Paul	wrote	that	there	really	is	no	authority	except	for	God.	
This	means	that,	while	it	appears	that	governing	authorities	have	power,	it	is	really	God’s	power	
being	exercised	through	them	according	to	His	supreme	authority	and	influence.	Since	it	is	God’s	
authority	and	influence,	it	will	be	used	to	achieve	a	spiritual	and	eternal	purpose,	which	means	
that	we	likely	won’t	understand	what	God	is	doing	with	that	particular	role.	It	doesn’t	matter.	
Our	submission	to	governing	authorities	is	reflective	of	our	faith;	that	we	trust	God	is	supremely	
in	charge	doing	supremely	good	things	in	some	way,	whether	we	understand	or	not.	Recall	that	
even	though	Jesus	is	God,	He	too	submitted	to	both	Jewish	and	Romans	authorities	as	unto	the	
Father	until	the	point	of	death!	This	is	how	our	faith	in	the	eternally	and	spiritually-centered	
purposes	and	promises	of	God	are	to	be	demonstrated.		
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Resisting Authority  
 

Scripture: Romans 13:2 – Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance 
of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.	

The	issue	of	authority	is	a	HUGE	deal	in	the	Bible.	God	is	supreme	in	authority	so	that	the	way	we	
respond	to	any	sort	of	authority	reflects	our	attitudes	against	God	Himself.	If	we	are	rebellious	
against	the	basic	authorities	around	us,	it	is	likely	that	we	are	also	rebellious	against	God	concerning	
His	eternal	purposes	and	promises.	History	has	shown	that	people	often	want	to	be	their	own	bosses.	
People	often	like	positions	that	enable	them	to	possess	authority	or	be	in	charge.	Constant	criticisms	
of	others	are	often	a	reflection	of	the	ideas	we	have	that	we	can	do	better	or	know	better	than	those	
actually	in	charge.	According	to	the	Bible,	this	attitude	is	reflective	of	the	very	pride	that	God	resists.	
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	God	is	supremely	in	charge	of	all	things	and	all	people,	and	thus,	all	
positions	of	authority	in	this	world	are	being	chiefly	administered	by	God	Himself.	Just	because	a	
person	holds	a	title	or	certain	quality	of	influence	in	this	life	does	not	mean	that	they	are	suddenly	
outside	of	the	bounds	of	God’s	control.	God	has	appointed	each	and	every	person	to	each	and	every	
position	that	exists	in	this	life,	including	those	in	governing	positions.	The	conduct	of	governing	
authorities	might	not	mirror	the	righteousness	of	God,	but	God	has	appointed	that	unrighteous	
person	to	their	position	in	the	same	way	He	has	appointed	us	in	our	position;	and	since	we	too	are	
unrighteous,	we	have	no	right	to	criticize	God’s	appointments.	God	knows	what	He’s	doing.	The	
manner	of	our	own	salvation	validates	the	spiritual	integrity	of	God’s	plans	and	purposes.	Therefore,	
we	as	God’s	people,	aiming	to	show	gratitude	for	the	mercy	He	bestowed	upon	us,	should	trust	the	
work	God	is	doing	–	especially	through	governing	authorities.		
	
The	Bible	teaches	that	if	we	“resist”	the	people	God	has	put	in	position	as	authorities	in	life,	we	are	
“resisting”	God	Himself.	The	word	that	Paul	used	to	describe	this	resistance	is	a	STRONG	word!	The	
original	language	defines	this	resistance	as	follows:	to	rage	in	battle	against.	The	world	has	been	
filled	with	tyrants	and	unrighteous	people	in	position	of	authority.	The	world	has	seen	rebellion	after	
rebellion	against	those	people.	Human	nature	is	to	“rage	in	battle”	against	that	which	we	don’t	agree	
with,	whether	physically	or	mentally.	To	rage	in	battle	against	those	God	has	appointed	in	any	
position	of	authority	is	to	rage	in	battle	against	God	Himself.	This	is	why	those	who	“resist”	authority	
will	bring	judgment	upon	themselves.	Consider	the	pride	that	is	demonstrated	when	we	think	we	can	
examine	the	outward	character	of	a	person	in	position	of	authority	and	figure	we	know	how	terrible	
and	useless	they	are	to	God’s	spiritual	and	eternal	purposes!	Do	we	know	what	God	is	doing	with	
every	person?	Do	we	know	what	spiritual	objective	God	might	achieve	with	people?	Do	we	
understand	the	eternal	effects	a	certain	leader	might	have	on	an	entire	nation?	To	rage	in	our	minds	
and	hearts	against	governing	authorities	because	of	our	opinion	of	them	as	people	is	to	express	a	
certain	quality	of	pride	that	suggests	we	know	better	than	God.	We	do	not!	Therefore,	rather	than	
fight	against	God	in	this	way	to	bring	harm	upon	ourselves,	we	ought	to	trust	the	Lord,	seeing	that	
His	purposes	are	bigger	than	what	our	eyes	can	see,	ears	can	hear,	or	minds	can	fathom.		
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Relationships with Authority 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:3-4 – For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 
you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from 
the same. For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to [execute] wrath 
on him who practices evil.	

There	are	plenty	of	people	out	there	that	are	afraid	of	police	officers.	Often	times,	it	is	those	who	have	
had	unpleasant	experiences	with	police	officials	that	have	the	most	distaste	for	them.	Yet,	the	Bible	
provides	some	interesting	perspective	concerning	this	issue.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	if	we	fear	
God	and	submit	to	His	authority	out	of	gratitude	for	the	mercy	He	has	given	us	in	salvation,	we	will	
also	submit	to	the	people	He	has	put	in	position	to	govern	over	us.	Our	treatment	and	relationship	
with	governing	authorities	is	reflective	of	our	relationship	with	God	Himself.	Paul’s	point	is	that,	for	
the	most	part,	governing	authorities	are	not	put	in	position	to	prowl	the	streets	and	inflict	pain	and	
suffering	like	many	people	think.	God	puts	these	people	in	their	positions	to	do	good.		
	
It	is	true	that	there	are	many	governing	authorities	of	all	kinds	that	are	corrupt	and	abuse	their	
purpose.	However,	is	this	not	true	of	all	people	according	to	Romans	Chapters	1-3?	If	none	are	
righteous,	then	both	civilians	and	authorities	are	considered	wicked.	The	abuse	of	authority	and	
influence	from	a	governing	authority	is	no	different	than	the	conduct	of	any	human	being.	Their	
abuse	might	be	more	noticeable	because	of	the	manner	in	which	this	express	their	corruption,	but	
we’re	all	the	same	in	this	regard.	According	to	the	Bible	though,	God	didn’t	put	these	people	in	
position	to	be	a	burden.	He	put	governing	officials	in	position	to	do	good:	to	protect	human	life,	to	
protect	personal	property	and	rights,	and	to	handle	disputes	while	punishing	those	who	do	wrong.	
Though	many	officials	are	offenders	of	these	very	issues,	God’s	ultimate	purpose	is	for	good	here.		
	
For	example,	we	don’t	have	to	fear	highway	patrol	officers	if	we	follow	traffic	laws.	We	don’t	have	to	
worry	about	police	brutality	if	we	don’t	provoke	police	officers.	God	stated	that	if	we	do	good	as	unto	
the	Lord,	then	God	will	ensure	that	we	are	able	to	do	the	good	that	He	appointed	for	us.	Consider	
Paul’s	own	testimony.	Caesar	Nero	was	emperor	of	Rome	when	Paul	wrote	and	was	an	evil	historical	
figure	that	murdered	many	Christians.	However,	it	was	also	under	his	rule	that	Paul	was	able	to	live	
peacefully	in	Rome	to	conduct	ministry.	Paul	was	technically	under	house	arrest,	but	was	free	to	
come	as	go	as	he	pleased,	making	it	so	that	the	Roman	governing	was	ultimately	sponsoring	Paul’s	
ministry	efforts.	Paul	didn’t	rebel	against	Nero	because	he	was	wicked.	Paul	submitted	to	him	and	
was	able	to	thrive	in	ministry	unto	the	fulfillment	of	his	purpose.	It	is	true	that	Paul	was	ultimately	
beheaded	by	the	Romans	government,	but	Paul’s	purpose	was	already	fulfilled.	The	manner	in	which	
he	died,	and	by	what	hands	was	a	trivial	point	by	then.	Thus,	if	we	submit	to	authorities	as	unto	God,	
we	have	nothing	to	worry	about	and	can	trust	that	God	will	use	them	to	enable	us	unto	our	purpose	
for	Him.	Likewise,	if	we	rebel	against	God	by	rebelling	against	authorities	He	appoints,	God	will	
engage	that	official	to	use	the	authority	and	weaponry	He	ordained	unto	our	demise.		
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A Good Conscience 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:5 – Therefore [you] must be subject, not only because of wrath but 
also for conscience' sake.	

When	the	Apostle	Paul	began	to	teach	about	the	principles	of	God’s	righteousness	in	the	Book	of	
Romans,	he	began	by	identifying	God’s	righteousness	through	the	revelation	of	His	wrath	
against	the	ungodly.	There,	Paul	used	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	to	explain	that	none	are	
righteous.	Still,	our	unrighteousness	is	not	on	account	of	ignorance.	We	don’t	offend	God	
because	we	don’t	know	what’s	right.	On	the	contrary,	the	Bible	teaches	that	God	revealed	His	
glory,	power,	wisdom,	and	authority	through	the	creation	we	see	around	us,	but	also	internally	
through	the	conscience.	God	gave	every	living	soul	a	conscience	that	enables	us	to	have	some	
understanding	of	what	is	right	and	wrong	by	God’s	standards.	The	Bible	shows	that	it	is	possible	
for	the	conscience	to	be	weak,	evil,	deviled,	and	seared,	but	the	conscience	is	one	way	that	God	
speaks	to	all	people	to	explain	the	truth	of	right	and	wrong,	good	and	bad.		
	
The	scriptures	explain	that	the	believer	should	live	by	a	good	and	pure	conscience.		This	means	
that,	when	we	have	the	internal	conviction	concerning	that	which	God	proclaims	as	right	or	
wrong,	we	should	submit	to	it.	To	have	a	weak	conscience	it	so	be	easily	swayed	away	from	
God’s	internal	convictions.	To	have	a	defiled	conscience	is	to	have	a	perverted	understanding	of	
what	the	conscience	is.	To	have	an	evil	conscience	is	to	allow	the	desires	of	the	flesh	to	overrule	
the	righteous	convictions	of	God.	To	have	a	seared	conscience	is	to	have	a	soul	that	has	been	
branded	by	the	devil	so	that	the	convictions	of	God	can	no	longer	be	heard.	God	provided	the	
conscience	so	that	we	could	learn	His	standards	and	live	by	them.	Those	who	have	been	saved	
by	the	mercy	and	grace	of	God	have	also	been	given	His	Spirit	so	that	He	amplifies	and	
intensifies	the	righteous	convictions	of	the	conscience.	Those	who	have	been	born	of	the	Spirit	
are	called	to	submit	to	all	of	those	internal	convictions	that	God	administrates.		
	
According	to	Paul,	our	submission	to	governing	authorities	is	included	in	this	subject.	Followers	
of	Jesus	Christ	should	not	just	submit	to	authorities	because	we’re	afraid	of	getting	in	trouble.	
Our	submission	to	government	should	be	more	deeply	rooted.	According	to	the	Bible,	we	should	
submit	to	governing	authorities	because	our	conscience	convicts	us	to	do	so.	The	Bible	teaches	
that	God	appointed	all	governing	authorities	for	His	eternal	and	spiritual	purposes.	Whether	we	
understand	those	purposes	or	not	isn’t	relevant.	We	are	called	to	submit	to	governing	
authorities	trusting	in	the	righteousness	of	God	to	use	those	people	and	positions	to	do	good	at	
some	point	in	time.	Jesus	set	the	standard	by	submitting	to	the	Sanhedrin	and	Roman	authorities	
unto	the	point	of	death.	That,	in	it	of	itself	is	sufficient	evidence	to	show	that	God	considers	this	
submission	to	be	“good”	and	“right,”	and	uses	the	internal	convictions	of	the	conscience	to	teach	
us	this.	We	should	not	rebel	against	that	conviction,	but	like	Christ,	submit	to	it	unto	the	glory	of	
the	Father.		
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Taxes 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:6-7 – For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's 
ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes 
to whom taxes [are due], customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom 
honor.	

Dealing	with	governing	officials	can	be	a	touchy	subject	since	history	has	revealed	an	abundance	of	
corrupted	officials.	Taxes	are	another	touchy	subject	since	history	shows	that	taxes	are	frequently	
excessively	imposed	for	unjust	purposes.	While	these	are	valid	principles,	the	Bible	does	not	consider	
these	issues	when	it	speaks	to	these	subjects.	The	Bible	commands	the	people	of	God	to	submit	to	
governing	authorities,	whether	corrupt	or	incorrupt.	Since	none	are	righteous,	including	believers,	
then	submission	to	corrupted	governing	officials	is	no	different	than	submitting	to	our	parents,	our	
bosses,	or	ministry	leaders.	We	are	only	called	to	deny	governing	officials	when	their	corruption	calls	
for	the	people	of	God	to	deny	God	Himself.	Until	then,	we	are	to	show	faith	and	gratitude	for	God’s	
mercy	by	submitting	to	these	people.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	provided	good	reason	to	submit	to	these	individuals.	According	to	the	Bible,	all	
governing	officials	are	appointed	by	God.	Since	God	alone	possesses	power	and	authority,	the	power	
and	authority	that	these	people	exercise	in	this	world	is	only	by	the	permission	and	appointment	of	
God,	whether	it	appears	that	way	or	not.	Remember,	God’s	objectives	are	spiritual	and	eternal,	and	
we	are	not	qualified	to	examine	life	circumstances	with	an	eternal	and	spiritual	understanding	
because	we	are	neither	eternal	nor	spiritual	in	nature.	We	must	simply	trust	that	God	knows	what	
He’s	doing	and	will	produce	a	good	result	at	some	point	in	time	regardless	of	how	things	appear.	This	
is	why	Paul	described	governing	officials	as	“God’s	ministers.”	The	word	Paul	used	to	describe	these	
people	is	the	same	word	used	to	describe	angels,	priests,	ministry	workers,	and	even	Jesus	Himself.	
Thus,	God	uses	governing	officials	as	His	instruments	of	righteousness	in	the	same	manner	as	He	
uses	any	of	these	people,	and	Jesus	Himself.	Clearly,	this	is	a	position	that	needs	to	be	respected!		
	
According	to	the	Bible,	our	respect	and	honor	should	be	demonstrated	not	only	with	our	attitudes,	
but	also	with	our	bank	accounts.	Since	God	commits	governing	officials	to	work	as	full-time	
“ministers,”	He	expects	us	to	pay	taxes	so	that	these	people	can	be	fairly	paid	to	do	the	things	He	has	
appointed	for	them.	The	amount	or	utilization	is	not	our	concern.	Our	concern	is	only	that	taxes	of	
some	amount	are	used	to	pay	the	people	God	appoints	as	His	servants.	The	language	here	is	the	same	
language	used	to	describe	our	obligation	to	tithe	to	equip	the	priests	and	ministry	workers	in	their	
full-time	service	unto	God.	The	Bible	says	that	we	are	to	“render”	our	taxes,	which	is	a	word	used	to	
explain	that	we	“give	back”	our	money	to	the	government.	The	phrase	teaches	that	our	money	is	not	
ours	to	determine	how	it	should	be	spent.	We	are	to	give	our	money	back	to	the	Lord,	not	just	in	
tithes,	but	also	in	taxes,	in	order	to	enable	the	utilization	of	God’s	instruments	of	righteousness	by	
faith.	Failure	to	do	so	expresses	unbelief	in	God’s	ability	to	produce	good	out	of	the	circumstances	we	
see,	and	is	considered	rebellion	to	God’s	standards,	appointments,	ordinations,	and	authority.		
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Debt 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:8 – Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 
loves another has fulfilled the law.	

Money	is	a	serious	issue	in	the	Bible.	This	however,	is	not	one	of	the	verses	that	emphasizes	the	
importance	of	money.	Though	the	reference	to	debt	makes	this	passage	seem	like	a	money	
matter,	the	context	of	Paul’s	teaching	deals	with	“love.”	Recall	that	Romans	Chapter	12-13	has	
been	an	explanation	of	how	to	practically	live	according	to	the	Gospel.	Paul	had	been	explaining	
the	ways	that	we	are	to	express	our	gratitude	for	the	mercy	we	have	received	in	salvation.	Our	
gratitude	towards	God	is	chiefly	expressed	through	our	treatment	of	one	another	in	“love.”	The	
Bible	contextually	defines	“love”	as:	the	revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	for	the	
purpose	of	salvation.	In	other	words,	to	“love”	our	fellow	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ	is	to	
reveal	His	attributes	towards	them	to	encourage	and	strengthen	their	faith.	When	we	do	this,	we	
express	our	thanks	to	God	by	leveraging	His	Spirit	to	that	which	exalts	Jesus	Christ.		
	
So	then,	when	Paul	wrote	that	we	are	to	“own	no	one	anything,”	he	was	not	speaking	in	a	purely	
financial	context.	It	is	true	that	we	should	not	deliberately	put	ourselves	in	excessive	debt	so	as	
to	create	unnecessary	burdens.	A	very	practical	understanding	of	“love”	shows	that	we	aren’t	to	
intentionally	cause	people	distress	or	grief	by	taking	loans	from	them	on	account	of	our	selfish	
ambitions.	However,	it	is	important	to	consider	the	full	truth	of	Paul’s	point.	While	God	doesn’t	
desire	for	His	people	to	be	burdened	down	with	debt,	He	does	not	condemn	those	who	are	put	in	
positions	where	they	are	forced	to	borrow.	In	Matthew	5:42	Jesus	Himself	commanded	to	lend	
to	those	in	need.	Paul’s	point	in	Romans	13:8	was	centered	on	how	we	express	love.		
	
The	Bible	teaches	that	we	are	not	to	have	a	deficit	in	“love.”	We	are	not	to	be	in	debt	to	others	
according	to	the	absence	of	compassion,	concern,	mercy,	and	grace	towards	others.	We	should	
not	have	depleted	spiritual	accounts	because	we	are	failing	to	show	the	characteristics	of	Christ	
towards	others.	It	is	true	that	we	are	to	keep	from	putting	others	in	bad	financial	positions	by	
leaning	on	them	to	bail	us	out.	However,	the	bigger	issue	is	that	we	need	to	make	sure	that	we	
do	not	have	a	shortage	of	love	in	our	lives.	Since	“love”	is	the	means	by	which	all	of	the	other	
commandments	are	fulfilled,	then	to	have	a	shortage	in	love	is	to	fail	in	keeping	God’s	
commands.	Failing	to	keep	God’s	commands	prohibits	us	from	showing	the	righteousness	of	God	
by	His	Spirit,	which	corrupts	the	testimony	of	Jesus	while	we	claim	to	be	Christians.	How	then	
are	we	showing	thanks	to	God	for	the	mercy	that	He	has	bestowed	upon	us	to	save	us	from	
hellfire?	How	then	are	we	serving	the	needs	of	others	when	we	have	“debt”	in	love	because	we	
continue	to	live	for	self?	Is	that	helpful	to	the	body?	Is	that	encouraging	for	salvation?	Since	love	
can	never	really	be	repaid,	we	are	to	continually	reflect	the	character	of	Jesus	towards	others	so	
as	to	ensure	that	deficit	never	show	in	our	lives.	To	do	this	requires	constant	dependency	on	the	
Lord	so	that	His	Spirit	reflect	the	life	and	concern	of	our	Savior	through	us.		
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Characteristics of Love 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:9 – For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," 
"You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You 
shall not covet," and if [there is] any other commandment, are [all] summed up in this 
saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."	

The	Bible	explains	that	our	gratitude	for	the	mercy	that	God	has	bestowed	upon	us	should	be	
communicated	in	the	manner	that	we	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	The	Old	Testament	
commands	of	the	Law	provide	the	practical	ways	in	which	we	are	called	to	die	to	self	in	order	to	
serve.	Some	feel	that	“love”	is	a	subjective	thing	where	we	get	to	express	it	according	to	our	
personal	tastes	and	opinions.	This	is	not	true.	The	scriptures	plainly	teach	that	“God	is	love.”	
Therefore,	if	we	expect	to	love	Biblically	in	order	to	thank	God	for	our	salvation,	we	are	called	to	
live	in	the	manner	that	God	does,	as	Christ	exemplified	as	God	in	flesh.		
	
This	means	that	the	Law	is	still	a	supremely	relevant	subject	in	the	lives	of	all	believers.	We	do	not	
follow	the	commands	of	the	Law	to	become	saved.	Our	obedience	to	God’s	commands	is	the	evidence	
of	our	salvation.	According	to	the	Bible,	“love”	is	the	means	by	which	the	Law	is	fulfilled;	and	since	
God	is	love,	He	is	the	means	by	which	we	fulfill	the	Law.	When	we	have	faith,	we	are	filled	with	the	
Spirit	to	walk	in	the	manner	of	Christ,	which	then	facilitates	the	fulfillment	of	the	Law.	Thus,	our	
understanding	of	the	Law	is	not	so	that	we	can	memorize	the	checklist	of	tasks	we	seek	to	accomplish	
on	a	daily	basis.	Instead,	our	understanding	of	the	Law	is	to	motivate	our	thinking	and	bring	
awareness	to	the	changes	the	Holy	Spirit	is	already	making	on	account	of	the	faith	God	has	given	us.		
	
So,	what	does	“love”	look	like	in	faith?	First,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	“love”	is	the	revelation	
of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	others.	It	is	when	we	die	to	
ourselves	in	order	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	if	we	are	to	
“love	our	neighbors	as	ourselves,”	we	fulfill	ALL	of	the	commands!	When	we	die	to	ourselves	to	
promote	the	spiritual	well-being	of	others,	the	commands	that	Paul	listed	are	fulfilled.	Notice	the	
commands	compared	to	the	command	to	love.	
	
Love	satisfies	the	command	concerning	adultery	by	building	up	the	ministry	of	marriage.	Since	
marriage	is	based	on	two	becoming	one,	both	husband	and	wife	are	required	to	die	to	self	to	live	as	
one	under	God.	Love	protects	life.	The	command	to	abstain	from	murder	is	fulfilled	when	we	die	to	
self	in	order	to	build	up	the	lives	of	others,	not	destroy	them.	Love	supports	the	sovereignty	of	God’s	
provision.	When	we	don’t	steal,	we	are	honoring	the	provision	of	God	through	stewardship	and	
contentment,	dying	to	the	personal	desire	we	might	have	for	gain.	Love	promotes	truth	for	justice.	
When	we	die	to	self	to	tell	the	truth,	we	help	the	cause	of	others	in	God’s	righteousness.	Love	respects	
the	rights	of	ownership	through	contentment.	When	we	abstain	from	coveting,	we	die	to	personal	
desires	to	have	that	which	God	gave	to	others,	trusting	the	supremacy	of	His	wisdom.	Biblical	love	is	
clearly	the	means	by	which	the	Law	is	fulfilled,	which	only	happens	in	faith	by	the	Spirit	of	God.		
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Fulfilling The Law In Love 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:10 – Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love [is] the 
fulfillment of the law.	

The	scriptures	teach	that	God	is	LOVE.	The	scriptures	teach	that	to	reveal	Himself	as	“LOVE,”	He	gave	
Himself	in	the	form	of	the	Only	Begotten	Son	so	that	whosoever	believes	upon	Him	will	not	perish	
but	have	everlasting	life.	In	this	way,	“love”	is	the	revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	
Though	Jesus	was	rejected	and	reviled,	He	did	not	do	any	harm	to	anyone.	He	was	compassionate,	
merciful,	and	gracious.	When	people	failed	to	believe	in	His	teachings	and	proclamations,	He	didn’t	
immediately	judge	them	unto	condemnation	even	though	He	had	the	right	to.	Instead,	He	nurtured	
them	unto	understanding	through	the	impartation	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Jesus	did	the	work	that	needed	
to	be	done	in	order	to	provide	benefits	to	people.	He	healed	those	who	didn’t	deserve	to	be	healed.	
He	cast	out	demons	from	those	who	deserved	to	be	tormented.	He	fed	those	who	should	have	
continued	to	go	hungry.	He	saved	those	who	deserved	to	be	condemned.	This	is	the	standard	of	what	
true	Biblical	“love”	is.		
	
Understanding	this	truth,	it	is	clear	to	see	the	point	of	the	Apostle	Paul	when	he	taught	that	“love	
does	not	do	harm	to	a	neighbor.”	Paul	previously	quoted	Leviticus	18:19,	which	states	that	we	as	
God’s	people	should	love	our	neighbors	as	ourselves.	This	form	of	“love”	is	the	exact	same	form	of	
love	that	Jesus	showed	–	the	form	which	identifies	the	nature	of	God.	Therefore,	the	command	
teaches	that,	we	as	God’s	people	are	called	to	die	to	ourselves	in	order	that	the	Holy	Spirit	can	
manifest	the	qualities	of	Jesus	in	our	lives	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	others	in	various	ways.	This	
supernatural	work	is	not	harmful	to	people;	it	is	productive	and	fruitful,	especially	unto	eternal	life.	
Since	the	Law	of	Moses	is	the	testimony	of	God’s	own	righteousness,	when	we	conduct	ourselves	like	
Jesus	to	encourage	His	eternally	spiritual	purposes,	the	Law	is	fulfilled	by	the	Holy	Spirit	manifesting	
the	righteousness	of	God	according	to	the	standard	of	Jesus.		
	
The	only	question	that	remains	then	is,	who	is	the	neighbor	that	we	are	called	to	love?	This	question	
is	answered	clearly	by	Jesus	in	Matthew	5:43-48.	There,	Jesus	cleared	up	a	false	teaching	that	had	
been	infecting	the	people.	They	had	heard	that	it	was	right	to	love	neighbors	and	hate	enemies.	Jesus	
pointed	out	the	simple	principle:	How	are	we	any	different	as	God’s	people	if	we	only	show	concern	
for	those	who	favor	us?	Don’t	also	non-believers	live	that	way?	Does	that	match	the	model	of	Christ	
who	died	while	we	were	yet	sinners?	Jesus	went	on	to	say	that	we	are	to	bless	those	who	curse	us.	
We	are	to	do	good	to	those	who	hate	us.	We	are	called	to	pray	for	those	who	spitefully	use	us	and	
persecute	us.	Jesus	completed	this	part	of	His	teaching	by	saying,	“Be	perfect	as	your	Father	in	
heaven	in	perfect.”		
	
This	is	quite	the	standard	and	answers	the	difficult	question	clearly.	Who	is	the	neighbor	we	are	
called	to	love?	According	to	the	Bible,	we	are	to	consider	anyone	and	everyone	our	neighbors.	In	
Luke	10:25-37	it	was	the	“good	Samaritan”	that	showed	compassion	and	mercy	to	the	one	that	was	
supposed	to	be	his	enemy.	The	good	Samaritan	was	revered	by	Jesus.	This	is	how	love	fulfills	the	Law.		
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Wake Up! 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:11 – And [do] this, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation [is] nearer than when we [first] believed.	

As	each	day	passes,	the	return	of	the	Lord	grows	closer.	This	could	mean	a	number	of	things.	The	
Lord	could	come	today.	He	could	come	tomorrow.	He	could	come	one	hundred	years	from	now.	From	
the	perspective	of	the	Lord,	any	of	these	times	frames	resembles	“near.”	Though	Jesus	has	not	yet	
returned,	He	was	saying	that	His	return	was	“near”	around	two	thousand	years	ago.	Every	day	that	
passes	makes	it	all	the	more	closer!	The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	dynamic	about	how	God	uses	
time	as	His	instrument.	Though	Jesus	didn’t	return	during	the	lifetime	of	Paul,	it	was	not	that	much	
longer	after	Paul	wrote	the	Book	of	Romans	that	Paul	died	and	met	the	Lord	in	a	different	way.	This	
is	a	possibility	any	person	faces	at	any	time.	Therefore,	we	are	to	be	prepared	to	meet	the	Lord,	one	
way	or	another.	Each	day	that	passes	means	that	we’re	that	much	closer	to	death	and/or	the	Lord’s	
return.	What	should	we	do	with	that	knowledge?		
	
Paul	told	the	church	that,	since	we	know	the	nearness	of	our	Lord,	we	need	to	“awake	out	of	sleep.”	
This	is	an	important	phrase	to	understand.	The	original	word	for	“awake”	actually	means	to	“rise	up.”	
We	know	that	it	is	possible	to	be	awake	from	sleep,	but	still	lie	in	bed.	The	word	“awake”	specifically	
refers	to	getting	up	and	being	functional.	In	what	ways	should	we	be	functional?	Paul	already	
described	those	ways	in	Romans	Chapters	12	and	13.	Since	Jesus’	return	is	near	as	each	day	passes,	
we	are	to	use	every	available	opportunity	we	have	in	this	life	to	fulfill	our	purpose.	Our	purpose	is	to	
thank	God	for	the	salvation	we’ve	received.	The	Bible	explains	that	we	thank	God	by	dying	to	
ourselves	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	The	love	we	show	to	others	is	the	means	by	which	we	
thank	God.	Hence,	to	be	“awake”	is	to	take	every	opportunity	in	this	life	to	love	our	neighbors	as	
ourselves	in	order	to	thank	the	Lord	for	His	love	towards	us.		
	
Our	conduct	as	“awake”	is	further	described	in	other	portions	of	scripture	as	well.	For	example,	in	
Ephesians	5:8-14,	the	Bible	explains	that	being	awake	refers	to	fulfilling	our	purpose	to	walk	as	
“children	of	light,”	exposing	the	unrighteous	acts	of	darkness	through	the	denial	of	our	own	flesh.	In	1	
Thessalonians	5:1-11	it	teaches	that	being	awake	is	equal	to	being	“sober.”	This	means	that	we	
should	not	live	according	to	the	conduct	of	those	who	don’t	trust	in	the	eternal	nature	of	God’s	
promises	who	indulge	in	the	flesh	and	are	indifferent	to	His	judgment.	Being	sober	refers	to	walking	
in	fear	of	God’s	judgments,	living	in	the	manner	of	humility	on	account	of	the	forgiveness	God	has	
given.	In	1	Peter	2:7	Peter	wrote	that	being	sober	refers	to	maintaining	the	understanding	that	the	
end	of	“all	things”	is	at	hand	–	really	close	to	fulfillment!	As	such,	we	are	to	be	praying	with	passion	
and	intensity,	understanding	the	magnitude	of	the	finality	of	God’s	coming	judgment.	Lastly,	in	2	
Peter	3:11-18	Peter	wrote	that	being	awake	from	sleep	is	equal	to	living	according	to	the	holiness	
and	purity	of	Jesus	while	walking	in	the	peace	that	He	provides	by	His	Spirit.	We	do	this	by	
continuing	in	the	learning	of	the	grace	and	knowledge	of	God	according	to	the	pure	instruction	of	the	
Word.	Thus,	being	awake	doesn’t	mean	we	sit	around	looking	up.	We	are	functionally	and	
passionately	pursuing	the	Lord	through	the	Word	and	the	love	that	the	Word	produces	by	the	Spirit.		
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Day Is Coming 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:12 – The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.	

The	Word	of	God	is	a	lot	more	practical	than	some	people	think.	There	are	many	portions	and	
principles	of	scripture	that	are	absolutely	mind-boggling.	At	the	same	time,	a	lot	of	those	mind-
boggling	concepts	are	explained	in	other	places	throughout	the	Bible	so	as	to	simplify	things.	God	
knows	our	frame.	He	knows	that	our	comprehension	of	spiritual	and	eternal	things	is	like	a	sheep’s	
comprehension	of	human	logic.	The	Lord	is	highly	exalted	above	all	people,	but	at	the	same	time,	
makes	His	wisdom	accessible	–	like	leaving	the	cookies	on	the	lower	shelf	for	the	kids.	Our	job	is	to	
take	our	time	to	receive	what	God	has	provided	and	trust	that	God’s	wisdom	is	sound	and	supreme.		
	
When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	“the	night	is	far	spent,”	he	was	referring	to	the	fact	that	life	on	this	
planet	has	been	dark	for	a	long	time.	When	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	He	began	by	
manifesting	“light”	on	the	first	day.	Things	started	off	dark.	This	presents	a	compelling	spiritual	
application.	Since	a	day	begins	with	darkness,	the	span	of	a	day	teaches	that	darkness	exists.	
However,	God	said,	“let	there	be	light”	in	the	moment	that	He	determined	that	darkness	should	come	
to	an	end.	God	attributed	24	hours	to	each	day	so	that	each	day	has	an	allotted	time	for	dark	and	then	
light.	As	each	day	passes,	we	see	that	God	remains	in	control.	The	day	may	begin	dark,	but	ends	with	
light,	proving	that	the	time	of	darkness	is	scheduled	and	will	come	to	an	end	at	a	time	God	appoints.		
	
Spiritually	speaking,	the	world	has	been	“dark”	for	a	long	time.	There	has	been	evil	and	wickedness	in	
the	world	since	the	beginning.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God	has	appointed	a	time	for	this	to	end	–	at	the	
revelation	of	Christ	as	“the	Light	of	the	world.”	Paul	was	referring	to	the	2nd	Coming	of	Jesus	Christ	–	
the	“DAY	of	the	Lord.”	When	Jesus	comes,	He	will	judge	the	world	and	destroy	that	which	resembles	
darkness,	which	refers	to	anything	that	is	contrary	to	His	nature	as	light	(those	without	His	Spirit).	
Since	it	has	been	dark	for	so	long,	the	“Son”	must	be	close	to	the	horizon.	Therefore,	the	children	of	
God	should	live	accordingly.	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	cast	off	works	of	darkness,	which	just	makes	
sense.	If	we	know	that	Jesus	will	destroy	darkness,	why	should	we	then	connect	ourselves	to	that	
which	will	be	destroyed?	Why	should	we	partner	with	that	which	is	condemned?	Why	should	we	
embrace	that	which	is	going	to	be	exterminated?	Why	should	we	pursue	that	which	is	going	to	be	
trashed?	Why	should	we	invest	our	lives	into	that	which	is	going	to	be	burned?	If	we	are	connected	to	
that	which	is	going	to	be	burned	in	judgment,	won’t	we	also	risk	being	burned?	
	
The	children	of	God	are	also	heirs	of	His	“light.”	Our	nature	is	of	His	nature	as	exemplified	by	the	love	
that	should	come	from	our	lives.	The	practical	way	that	we	express	this	is	by	putting	on	“the	armor”	
of	light,	which	simply	describes	a	tool.	Since	the	tool	is	of	“the	light”	it	is	God’s	tool,	of	His	nature	and	
essence.	The	command	to	abstain	from	darkness	is	not	a	command	to	withstand	against	evil	on	our	
own.	Instead,	we	are	called	to	trust	in	God’s	protection	and	provision,	fearing	the	nearness	of	His	
judgments	against	darkness,	knowing	that	He	who	saved	us	is	also	He	who	protects	us	until	the	
fulfillment	of	our	salvation.	Still,	our	inward	faith	should	have	an	obvious	outward	appearance.		
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Proper Attire 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:13-14 – Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and 
drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to [fulfill its] lusts.	

Common	sense	says	that	there	is	proper	attire	required	for	certain	circumstances	that	should	be	
commonly	understood.	For	example,	you	would	not	dress	the	same	for	a	beach	party	as	you	would	
for	a	Hollywood	awards	ceremony.	It	would	be	unfitting	to	wear	casual	attire	to	a	formal	wedding	
ceremony	or	funeral.	It	would	be	unfitting	to	wear	a	suit	for	a	deep-sea	fishing	expedition.	Certain	
circumstances	call	for	certain	attire.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	same	is	true	of	our	spiritual	
circumstances.	He	explained	that,	since	Jesus’	return	to	judge	the	sin	of	the	world	is	so	near,	we	
should	be	properly	“dressed.”	The	2nd	Coming	of	Jesus	for	judgment	upon	this	world	is	often	referred	
to	as	“the	DAY	of	the	Lord”	because	Jesus	will	judge	through	the	revelation	of	His	glory	–	light.	Thus,	
that	which	is	going	to	be	judged	is	commonly	referred	to	as	darkness	because	it	is	that	which	is	
naturally	consumed	by	light.		Since	this	event	is	nearing	to	fulfillment,	it	is	appropriate	to	be	clothed	
in	that	which	resembles	“light”	in	order	to	escape	the	events	targeted	towards	darkness.		
	
Paul	said	that	we	should	“walk	properly.”	This	phrase	means	to	be	clothed	decently	and	
appropriately.	We	are	to	live	in	a	manner	that	is	suitable	for	the	occasion.	Since	judgment	against	
darkness	is	coming,	we	should	abstain	from	darkness	so	as	to	be	safe	from	the	destruction	that	
comes	against	it.	We	are	to	abstain	from	“revelry	and	drunkenness.”	These	were	words	used	to	
describe	conduct	that	is	parallel	to	modern-day	clubbing	and	late-night	partying.	We	are	to	abstain	
from	sexual	sins	of	all	kinds.	The	phrase	“lewdness”	is	a	word	that	simply	refers	to	a	bed.	It	is	used	to	
describe	the	beds	that	children	sleep	in	as	well	as	the	marriage	bed.	This	idea	deals	generally	with	
lying	with	other	people.	It	can	refer	to	fornication	and	other	forms	of	sexual	intercourse,	but	is	broad	
to	describe	plain	cohabitated	unmarried	relationships	as	well.	The	word	“lust”	refers	to	living	
without	moral	standards	in	a	shameless	manner.	The	concepts	of	strife	and	envy	deal	with	the	
intolerance	towards	other	people	where	we	contend	and	argue	for	the	sake	of	division,	or	
passionately	object	to	others	based	on	personal	preference.		
	
This	form	of	conduct	is	not	fitting	for	Christians.	Considering	the	intense	nearness	of	Jesus’	coming	
judgment,	it	is	not	appropriate	to	live	in	this	manner,	lest	we	risk	unnecessary	harm.	Rather	than	live	
in	this	manner,	we’re	called	to	“put	on	Christ.”	The	testimony	of	His	life	should	be	seen	through	the	
testimony	of	our	own.	The	purpose	of	His	life	should	be	the	motivating	force	of	our	own.	The	
outcome	of	His	life	should	be	the	hope	that	we	have	for	our	own.	When	Paul	said	to	“make	no	
provision	for	the	flesh,”	he	taught	that	we	should	not	allow	our	minds	to	desire,	plot,	plan,	and	work	
towards	the	conduct	he	previously	described	as	unfitting.	Our	goals	and	future	plans	should	not	be	
related	to	or	motivated	by	the	flesh	in	ANY	sort	of	way	since	those	who	live	accordingly	will	be	
judged.	Since	we	are	children	destined	for	life,	our	lives	should	look	like	it,	not	like	those	destined	for	
condemnation.		
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Disputes Over Doubtful Things 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:1 – Receive one who is weak in the faith, [but] not to disputes over 
doubtful things.	

The	Bible	says	a	lot	about	“judging.”	Unfortunately,	the	original	language	of	the	Bible	is	clear	to	
distinguish	different	types	of	judgment,	where	the	English	language	can	make	the	issue	confusing.	
The	original	Greek	language	uses	three	main	words	to	deal	with	the	subject.	The	word	“krino”	means	
to	examine,	decide,	conclude,	and	then	render	a	final	verdict	or	pass	sentence.	The	word	“anakrino”	
means	to	ask,	to	question,	to	examine,	or	to	evaluate.	The	word	“diakrino”	means	to	discern	or	make	
a	distinction	through	a	particular	filter	or	philosophy.	Christians	are	called	to	judge	in	some	ways	but	
also	abstain	from	judging	in	other	ways.	It	is	important	to	know	the	difference	so	as	to	ensure	we	are	
walking	according	to	the	leadership	of	the	Holy	Spirit	rather	than	according	to	our	flesh.		
	
When	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	Romans	Chapter	14,	he	dealt	with	two	primary	issues,	using	both	the	
Greek	words	“krino”	and	“diakrino.”	He	began	his	teaching	by	stating	that	one	form	of	judgment	
causes	other	forms	of	judgment,	which	can	spiral	out	of	control	and	cause	many	issues	within	the	
church.	Hence,	Christians	are	to	abstain	from	the	root	of	this	issue.	Paul	wrote	about	how	Christians	
should	deal	with	one	another	concerning	matters	that	aren’t	specifically	and	directly	dealt	with	in	the	
Word.	Specifically,	Paul	wrote	about	this	issue	concerning	those	who	are	“weak	in	the	faith.”	We	are	
commanded	to	receive	those	who	are	weak	in	the	faith,	not	turn	them	away	because	we	feel	that	they	
don’t	meet	a	particular	personal	standard.	This	is	a	form	of	judgment	that	God	commands	against.	
Notice	that	Paul	referred	to	those	who	are	weak	in	“the	faith.”	He	was	not	referring	to	general	
matters	of	faith,	but	specific	issues	tied	to	the	fundamental	basics	of	saving	faith.	There	are	people	
who	believe	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah;	His	incarnation,	death,	resurrection,	ascension,	
and	pending	return.	Still,	there	are	many	of	those	people	who	don’t	quite	understand	these	things	
and	are	easily	confused.	There	is	a	particular	way	we	are	to	deal	with	these	issues.		
	
We	are	called	to	build	one	another	up	in	love,	which	does	not	mean	that	we	push	people	away	by	
arguing	about	issues	that	aren’t	directly	tied	to	the	fundamental	essence	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	
We	are	not	to	“dispute	over	doubtful	things.”	This	refers	to	issues	that	have	no	Biblical	proof	of	sin.	
We	are	not	supposed	to	spend	our	time	talking	about	what’s	right	and	wrong	concerning	subjects	
that	the	Bible	doesn’t	directly	address	as	sin.	When	Paul	said	not	to	dispute	over	“doubtful”	things,	he	
used	the	word	“diakrino,”	referring	to	judgment.	We	aren’t	to	make	more	of	issues	that	the	Bible	
doesn’t	call	sin	as	if	our	determination	is	equal	with	God’s	determination.	If	God	didn’t	speak	on	it,	we	
don’t	have	the	authority	to	make	more	of	it	according	to	our	own	judgments.	This	is	especially	true	
when	we	talk	with	those	who	are	new	believers	and	still	developing	basic	faith.	Our	job	is	not	to	
cause	confusion	and	division	by	dwelling	on	matters	that	aren’t	directly	tied	to	the	truth	of	the	
Gospel	so	that	immature	believers	are	discouraged	from	maturity.	Our	job	is	not	to	lord	over	people	
concerning	these	types	of	issues,	elevating	our	position	over	them	by	determining	non-fundamental	
matters	to	be	equal	to	that	which	God	said	is	fundamental	so	that	we	argue	about	these	things	and	
miss	God’s	true	points	in	the	process.			
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Hypercritical  
 

Scripture: Romans 14:2-3 – For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak 
eats [only] vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not 
him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him.	

Improper	judging	is	a	bigger	issue	than	we	consider	sometimes.	We	often	times	can’t	recognize	
judgment	when	we	speak.	The	modern	culture	is	heavily	fueled	by	judging	that	is	often	disguised	as	
opinions	and	criticisms.	These	things	can	be	harmful	to	the	humility	we’re	supposed	to	walk	in.	
According	to	the	scriptures,	this	sort	of	attitude	can	easily	cause	us	to	think	more	highly	of	ourselves	
as	we	ought	to	think,	so	that	before	we	know	it,	we	are	walking	in	the	same	manner	of	pride,	
arrogance,	and	self-righteousness	as	a	non-believer.	This	is	not	good	and	is	not	glorifying	to	God.	
Therefore,	it	is	important	that	we	understand	the	Bible’s	teachings	about	“judging”	to	ensure	that	we	
can	hear	the	convictions	of	the	Holy	Spirit	that	seek	to	keep	us	from	walking	in	such	a	manner.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	used	a	scenario	that	was	common	at	his	time	to	explain	how	subtle	and	dangerous	
judging	can	be.	He	said	that	the	church	should	not	“judge”	others	according	to	what	they	eat.	When	
Paul	described	“those	who	are	weak”	that	only	eat	vegetables,	he	was	referring	to	new	believers	that	
didn’t	understand	the	fundamentals	of	saving	faith.	Diet	is	not	a	factor	that	plays	into	whether	a	
person	goes	to	heaven	or	hell.	New	believers	at	the	time	of	Paul	had	a	hard	time	with	this	concept	
because	of	the	various	ways	food	was	treated	then.	It	was	common	for	meat	products	to	be	used	in	
association	with	idolatry.	The	animal	might	have	been	sacrificed	to	a	false	god	or	idol.	Perhaps	the	
meat	was	once	dedicated	to	a	false	god	or	idol.	Thus,	it	was	not	uncommon	for	new	believers	to	take	
an	extreme	approach	to	their	diet.	Seeking	to	keep	from	idolatry,	many	new	believers	were	keeping	
from	meat	altogether.	This	wasn’t	necessary,	but	was	well-intentioned.	These	people	hadn’t	learned	
yet	that	such	an	extreme	approach	to	faith	was	unnecessary.	Still,	Paul	charged	the	church	to	let	it	be,	
and	not	make	silly	issues	like	this	into	something	bigger	than	they	are.		
	
Notice	that	Paul	said	that	we	should	not	“despise”	those	take	extreme	approaches	to	their	faith	
unnecessarily.	The	Greek	word	“despise”	means:	to	make	no	account	of,	or	to	consider	less	esteemed.	
To	“despise”	someone	is	to	observe	and	render	a	judgment.	To	despise	someone	in	this	manner	
means	that	we	see	what	someone	else	is	doing,	and	hold	it	in	lesser	value	compared	to	the	things	we	
do	or	prefer	as	if	we	have	the	right	to	make	this	valuation.	Since	these	issues	are	not	directly	
explained	in	scripture,	we	have	by	definition,	created	our	own	standard.	This	is	self-righteousness	
based	on	pride.	This	form	of	“despising”	is	when	we	look	at	what	others	are	doing	and	criticize	their	
approach	to	something	because	it	doesn’t	match	ours.	This	criticism	is	“judging”	in	the	“krino”	sense	
–	rendering	a	final	verdict.	It	is	commonplace	for	people	to	examine	the	conduct	of	others,	and	when	
it	doesn’t	match	our	preference,	consider	ourselves	to	have	the	authority	to	condemn	them,	though	
the	scriptures	don’t.	We	should	not	esteem	ourselves	higher	than	others	to	this	way.	In	fact,	scripture	
says	we	should	esteem	others	more	highly	than	ourselves.	When	we	don’t	we	run	the	risk	of	causing	
divisions,	discouragement	among	others,	but	devastation	to	our	own	walk.		
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Don’t Play God…  
 

Scripture: Romans 14:4 – Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God,	and	God	alone	is	Judge.	He	is	the	only	One	qualified	to	do	so.	He	is	the	
only	One	that	can	see	into	the	hearts	of	people	to	know	the	true	intents	and	motives	of	people.	He	is	
the	only	One	that	can	understand	why	things	are	happening	and	know	the	true	outcome	of	certain	
events.	He	is	the	only	One	with	the	power	and	authority	to	speak,	and	what	He	says	comes	to	pass	
every	time.	Therefore,	the	scriptures	teach	that	as	God’s	people,	we	are	to	keep	from	judging	as	God	
judges.	The	original	language	uses	the	word	Greek	word	“krino”	to	describe	this	kind	of	judgment.	
This	sort	of	judgment	refers	to	deciding	on	something	as	if	passing	a	sentence	and	rendering	a	final	
verdict.	It	assumes	we	know	the	motives	and	intents	of	the	heart	to	truly	know	what	is	right	and	
wrong.	Since	we	are	not	God,	we	are	not	to	examine	the	actions	of	others,	assuming	we	understand	
the	intents	of	their	hearts,	and	render	a	final	verdict	against	them	so	as	to	consider	them	to	be	less	
than	us.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	used	a	concept	that	was	common	to	his	day	and	age	to	explain	this	principle.	He	
simply	asked,	“Who	are	you	to	judge	another’s	servant?”	Here,	Paul	used	the	Greek	word	“krino”	to	
refer	to	judgment.	In	other	words,	who	is	any	human	being	to	look	at	the	outward	conduct	of	another	
person	and	render	a	final	verdict	concerning	their	actions?	Do	we	know	if	God	will	forgive	that	
person	or	condemn	them?	Do	we	know	how	God	will	use	people	for	His	purposes?	Does	God	consult	
us	when	determining	whether	a	person	will	enter	the	kingdom	or	be	condemned	to	hell?	Notice	also	
that	Paul	used	an	example	pertaining	to	another	person’s	servant.	In	other	words,	in	every	sense	of	
the	issue,	it	is	not	our	business.	The	circumstances	deal	with	another	person,	and	that	other	person	is	
the	legal	responsibility	of	someone	else.	The	issues	of	the	other	servant	are	the	concern	of	their	
master.	In	other	words,	we	are	not	to	think	so	highly	of	ourselves	that	we	usurp	the	authority	of	
another	master	to	render	a	verdict	concerning	their	servant.	Do	we	have	the	authority	to	fire	the	
employee	of	another	company?		
	
The	chief	issue	that	Paul	was	trying	to	address	deals	with	the	pride	that	causes	this	sort	of	judging.	
Who	do	we	think	we	are?	In	Paul’s	example,	the	master	of	the	servant	wasn’t	the	one	that	would	
ensure	the	well-being	of	the	servant.	According	to	Paul,	God	Himself	is	able	to	take	care	of	the	
servant.	If	the	servant	is	called	to	stand	and	do	well,	God	will	ensure	he	is	able	to	stand.	If	the	servant	
is	called	to	fall	in	judgment,	God	will	ensure	judgment,	and	to	the	appropriate	measure.	If	we	don’t	
even	have	the	authority	to	manage	someone	else’s	authority,	how	much	more	disqualified	are	we	to	
manage	God’s	creation	in	this	sort	of	way?	Recall	that	God	is	the	One	solely	in	charge	of	empowering	
all	governing	authorities	in	all	facets	of	life,	all	around	the	world.	If	we	think	we	can	make	decisions	
on	His	behalf	about	the	people	He	has	appointed	to	certain	places	for	certain	things,	we	are	
expressing	that	we	know	better	than	God.	Obviously,	this	isn’t	true,	but	this	is	what	“krino-style”	
judging	reflects	of	the	heart.	God	knows	what	He’s	doing.	We	aren’t	called	to	criticize	or	improve	
God’s	work,	but	faithfully	trust	His	work	whether	we	like	what	we	see	or	not.			
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Don’t Question Convictions 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:5-6 – One person esteems [one] day above another; another 
esteems every day [alike]. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes 
the day, observes [it] to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he 
does not observe [it]. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who 
does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks.	

Pride	manifests	itself	in	a	variety	of	ways.	According	to	the	Bible,	one	of	the	ways	that	we	express	
pride	is	through	judging.	The	Bible	uses	the	Greek	word	“krino”	to	describe	this	evil	form	of	criticism	
that	is	based	on	arrogance.	It	is	common	for	we	as	people	to	think	more	highly	of	ourselves	as	we	
ought	to.	The	Bible	reveals	that	often	times,	this	attitude	goes	so	far	as	to	think	we	can	do	God’s	job.	
The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	dynamic	and	how	subtle	this	sort	of	evil	is.	Here,	he	described	two	
instances	where	we	can	improperly	judge	in	this	way,	expressing	pride	that	God	resists	rather	than	
the	humility	we	should	show	in	response	to	the	mercy	God	has	given.		
	
First,	Paul	brought	up	the	issue	about	“days.”	He	was	referring	to	days	of	worship.	Israel’s	history	
made	it	so	that	many	people	had	their	own	personal	preferences	regarding	certain	parts	of	the	Law	
pertaining	to	sacrifices,	offerings,	and	the	feast	days.	Additionally,	many	Gentiles	were	becoming	
Christians	and	didn’t	have	any	understanding	of	the	Jewish	worship	practices	at	all.	So,	things	like,	
the	proper	day	to	worship,	became	big	issues.	Some	were	convicted	to	worship	Jesus	formally	on	one	
day.	Others	were	convicted	about	another	day.	Paul	didn’t’	address	the	proper	day.	The	point	of	
scripture	is	that,	since	the	Bible	is	not	specific	about	this	issue,	and	it	has	NO	bearing	on	justification,	
it	doesn’t	matter.	Since	it	doesn’t	matter	which	day	we	formally	worship	Jesus,	so	long	as	we	do,	then	
we	should	not	criticize	the	individual	convictions	of	another	person	that	might	have	different	ideas	
than	ours.	In	this	instance,	“judging”	is	examining	the	convictions	of	another	person,	and	belittling	
them	or	dismissing	them	because	they	don’t	match	our	own.	If	the	issues	are	not	directly	addressed	
in	scripture,	we	do	not	have	the	authority	to	make	up	our	own	standards	and	should	not	do	so.		
	
Paul	also	addressed	how	we	judge	the	motives	of	others.	He	brought	up	the	issue	of	food	and	worship	
days	in	terms	of	how	we	give	thanks.	This	scenario	refers	to	those	who	look	at	the	service	of	others	
and	question	whether	it	is	genuine	or	not.	Again,	if	the	practices	of	service	and	worship	aren’t	
directly	covered	in	scripture,	we	do	not	have	the	authority	to	make	up	our	own	determinations.	Our	
justification	by	faith	does	not	impart	righteousness	so	that	our	personal	standards	become	supreme.	
If	we	remain	unrighteous,	and	merely	justified	by	God’s	declarations,	our	own	hearts	remain	
deceitful	above	all	things	and	desperately	wicked.	We	can’t	even	know	the	true	intents	of	our	own	
heart,	let	alone	the	motives	of	others.	This	is	why	Paul	said	in	1	Corinthians	4:3	that	he	doesn’t	judge	
himself	in	these	matters.	He	simply	sought	to	humbly	copy	the	standard	of	Jesus,	and	trust	Him	to	
make	the	proper	distinctions	in	the	end.	We	never	really	know	if	we	are	sincerely	doing	things	unto	
the	Lord	without	conceit,	jealousy,	or	selfish	ambition.	How	then	can	we	know	these	things	of	others?	
Therefore,	we	are	to	keep	from	thinking	these	ways	and	let	God	do	His	job.		
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The Master’s Possession 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:7-8 – For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 
For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord's.	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	as	believers,	we	should	not	“judge.”	The	word	that	Paul	used	to	
describe	judgment	is	the	Greek	word	“krino,”	which	refers	to	the	observation	of	circumstances	
so	that	we	render	a	verdict.	It	deals	with	people	examining	matters	and	determining	a	
conclusion.	According	to	the	Bible,	we	as	people	are	severely	handicapped	from	making	these	
sorts	of	decisions	and	drawing	accurate	conclusions.	The	scriptures	teach	that	the	heart	is	
deceitful	above	all	things	so	that	we	lie	to	ourselves	constantly.	In	that	regard,	we	don’t	even	
know	why	we’re	doing	what	we’re	doing.	The	Bible	teaches	that	we	look	at	the	outward	
appearance	and	try	to	come	up	with	conclusions	while	God	looks	at	the	heart.	He’s	the	only	One	
that	knows	what’s	really	going	on	and	why	things	happen	the	way	they	do.	Therefore,	He’s	the	
only	One	with	the	right	information	to	make	truthful	determinations.	As	a	result,	He’s	the	only	
One	qualified	to	render	final	verdicts.		
	
Understanding	this,	we	are	to	keep	from	trying	to	figure	out	the	motives	of	others,	questioning	
their	convictions	about	things	the	Bible	doesn’t	address	specifically.	We	aren’t	to	uphold	our	
own	opinions	about	these	things	as	if	the	opinions	of	others	are	worthless.	We	aren’t	to	make	up	
our	own	standards	as	if	we	have	the	authority	to	do	so,	as	if	our	word	is	equal	to	God’s	Word.	
Paul	encouraged	the	church	to	be	humble,	using	a	practical	example	as	good	reason.	If	a	person	
works	for	one	company,	that	employee	doesn’t	have	the	right	and	authority	to	criticize	another	
person	at	another	company,	questioning	their	work	ethic,	processes,	and	success.	The	employee	
at	one	company	doesn’t	have	the	authority	to	discipline	or	fire	the	employee	of	another	
company.	Thus,	Paul	said	that	as	Christians,	we	shouldn’t	concern	ourselves	with	the	issues	of	
“another	master’s	servant.”		
	
Paul	explained	that	all	Christians	are	the	“servants”	of	God,	who	is	the	Master.	Since	we	are	all	
just	servants,	a	servant	doesn’t	have	the	authority	to	render	verdicts,	set	standards,	or	criticize	
conduct	that	is	not	specifically	address	by	the	Master.	Paul	even	explained	how	all	Christians	are	
servants	of	God,	who	is	the	Master.	In	Galatians	2:20	Paul	wrote,	“I	have	been	crucified	with	
Christ;	it	is	no	longer	I	who	live,	but	Christ	lives	in	me;	and	the	[life]	which	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	
I	live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved	me	and	gave	Himself	for	me.”	The	Bible	teaches	that	
God	has	purchased	His	people	through	the	blood	of	Jesus.	Our	redemption	to	salvation	is	the	
result	of	the	price	Jesus	paid	by	His	blood.	Hence,	we	are	no	longer	our	own.	We	belong	to	God	
as	His	servants.	So,	our	lives	and	our	death	is	based	on	the	authority	that	our	Master	has	and	the	
decisions	He	makes	concerning	those	things.	Whether	we	live	or	die,	we	are	God’s	based	on	the	
redemption	of	Jesus.	Since	we	are	His,	we	do	not	have	the	right	to	act	as	if	authority	is	ours.		
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Effects of Jesus’ Death 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:9 – For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.	

Improper	judging	comes	in	a	variety	of	forms.	Remember	that	the	Bible	teaches	that	the	human	
heart	is	deceitful	above	all	things	and	desperately	wicked.	This	means	that	we	often	play	tricks	
on	ourselves	and	convince	ourselves	that	our	natural	habits	and	tendencies	are	good,	when	they	
are	not.	Remember	that	Paul	spent	the	first	three	chapters	of	this	book	using	Old	Testament	
scripture	to	prove	that	our	hearts	continually	strive	against	the	Lord.	All	this	means	that	
disobedience	comes	in	a	variety	of	forms	that	might	not	always	be	immediately	recognizable.	
When	the	Lord	told	us	to	refrain	from	judging,	our	hearts	will	come	up	with	creative	ways	to	
disobey	that	command	so	that	we	don’t	really	recognize	how	bad	our	thoughts	actually	are.		
	
Consider	Paul’s	point	about	the	purpose	and	effects	of	Jesus’	death.	Jesus	died	and	then	rose	
from	the	dead	as	predicted.	The	Bible	explains	why	Jesus	did	this.	Jesus	died	for	all	the	sins	of	
the	world	–	both	living	and	dead	–	and	then	rose	from	the	dead,	in	order	to	validate	His	
authority	as	the	King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords.	Jesus	is	supreme	in	authority	as	God	in	flesh,	
meaning	that	He	is	also	Adonai	–	the	Master.	Jesus’	death	makes	Him	the	Master	because	His	
sacrifice	was	offered	in	a	manner	pleasing	to	the	Father.	No	one	else	is	able	to	please	the	Father	
in	this	way.	Jesus’	death	makes	Him	the	Master	because	the	value	of	His	blood	was	sufficient	to	
pay	for	all	debt	that	sin	will	ever	incur.	Who	else	can	make	such	a	claim?	The	purity	of	Jesus’	
death	and	the	value	of	it	makes	Jesus	like	no	other	person,	thereby	validating	His	authority.	The	
same	is	true	concerning	the	resurrection.	Though	several	people	in	the	Bible	rose	from	the	dead,	
Jesus	is	the	only	One	that	raised	Himself	from	the	dead.	This	proves	that	Jesus	has	authority	not	
only	the	factors	of	His	own	life	and	the	lives	of	others,	but	also	death	itself!	Jesus	took	control	of	
death	by	overcoming	the	grave.	How	else	can	make	that	claim?	
	
The	public	manner	of	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection	make	Jesus’	authority	clearly	understood.	
Therefore,	He,	and	He	alone	is	Master.	Since	this	is	true,	we	as	people	do	not	have	the	authority	
to	make	determinations	concerning	the	hearts	of	others,	their	motives,	or	the	reasons	they	do	
things.	Paul’s	specific	point	here	was	that,	since	Jesus	is	the	Master,	we	should	not	doubt	or	
question	a	person’s	relationship	with	the	Lord.	Jesus	alone	is	the	Master	of	the	living	and	the	
dead.	His	authority	is	supreme	so	as	to	determine	who	is	connected	to	Him	and	who	isn’t.	We	
are	not	qualified	to	make	these	sorts	of	assessments	where	we	feel	one	person	is	closer	to	the	
Lord	than	another.	We	don’t	know	the	Master’s	opinion	and	purpose	for	each	person.	Who	are	
we	to	look	at	another	person	and	determine	how	their	relationship	with	the	Lord	is?	Since	it	is	
the	Lord	who	calls	His	servants,	are	we	so	wise	that	we	know	who	the	Master	has	called,	to	what	
extent	and	to	what	purpose?	Thus,	it	is	wise	to	remember	what	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection	
teach	us	about	His	authority	so	as	to	remember	to	submit	to	Him	and	deny	judging	thoughts.		
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Don’t Forget… 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:10 – But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.	

When	is	it	acceptable	to	judge?	The	Bible	commands	Christians	to	judge	in	one	sense,	but	
instructs	against	judging	in	another	sense.	In	fact,	the	Bible	is	so	stern	on	judging	that	the	Bible	
compares	the	attitude	of	improper	judging	to	self-righteousness	that	is	sufficient	to	condemn	to	
hell!	It	is	important	to	know	the	differences	between	the	Bible’s	definitions	of	judging	verses	the	
traditional	definitions.	God	looks	at	the	heart	and	knows	when	opinions	and	personal	beliefs	
stem	into	the	realms	of	improper	judging.	Thankfully	the	Holy	Spirit	is	given	to	us	as	God’s	
children	so	as	to	convict	our	hearts	when	the	line	is	crossed.	The	Apostle	Paul	was	helpful	also	to	
provide	simpler	instruction	that	helps	make	the	Holy	Spirit’s	convictions	recognizable.		
	
According	to	the	Bible,	it	is	wrong	to	judge	when	our	thoughts	and	attitudes	don’t	consider	that	
we	will	also	be	judged.	Even	though	we	are	believers	that	get	to	escape	condemnation	on	
account	of	Jesus’	sacrifice,	Jesus	will	still	judge	us.	The	testimony	of	Romans	14:10	and	2	
Corinthians	5:10	explains	that	all	believers	will	stand	before	a	judgment	seat	in	which	Jesus	
measures	the	value	of	our	works	while	saved.	Jesus	will	look	at	each	and	everything	we’ve	done	
in	His	name	and	examine	the	motives	for	that	work	to	determine	whether	it	genuinely	brought	
Him	glory	or	not.	It	is	at	that	point	that	Jesus	will	either	distribute	or	restrict	rewards.	Salvation	
cannot	be	taken	away	at	this	time,	but	there	will	be	loss	incurred	if	the	works	that	we	do	now	
are	not	truly	motivated	by	the	Holy	Spirit.		
	
Knowing	this,	why	would	we	judge	someone	else	and	value	their	works?	It	is	easy	to	look	at	
what	other	people	do	and	develop	opinions	about	them.	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	not	examine	
the	conduct	of	other	believers	and	“judge.”	This	is	the	Greek	word	“krino,”	which	refers	to	
rendering	a	final	judgment.	If	Jesus	is	the	Judge,	and	we	too	will	face	Him,	how	will	it	look	when	
He	examines	our	heart	to	see	that	we	felt	ourselves	entitled	to	do	His	job	towards	others?	
Additionally,	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	not	“show	contempt”	for	our	fellow	Christian.	The	word	
contempt	refers	to	how	we	value	people.	To	hold	someone	in	contempt	is	to	despise	them,	
seeing	their	value	as	beneath	our	standards.	As	believers	in	Jesus	Christ,	we	believe	the	truth	of	
the	Gospel:	That	we	are	sinful	by	nature,	deserving	of	condemnation,	but	God	showed	great	
mercy	through	the	substitutionary	work	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	Jesus’	life,	
death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	is	the	means	by	which	we	escape	hell	on	account	of	the	
exceptional	mercy	of	the	Father.	Understanding	this,	how	can	we	think	that	we	are	more	highly	
esteemed	than	others	so	that	we	look	down	upon	others	that	Jesus	died	for	too?	In	Matthew	7:2	
Jesus	promised	that	He	would	judge	us	by	the	same	measure	that	we	use	to	judge	and	value	
others.	The	more	highly	we	esteem	self	and	devalue	others,	the	worse	off	things	will	be	for	us	
when	we	face	Jesus	at	“the	Bema	Seat.”		
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Every Knee Will Bow 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:11 – For it is written: "[As] I live, says the LORD, every knee 
shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God."	

The	Bible	plainly	teaches	that	God	is	supremely	in	charge	of	all	things.	God	is	the	eternally	self-
existing	and	self-sustaining	God.	He	is	the	Lord	God	and	there	is	no	other.	As	the	Creator	of	all	
things,	He	is	the	means	by	which	all	things	come	to	pass	and	exist.	He	is	the	means	by	which	all	
things	are	sustained.	Since	this	is	true,	He	is	the	standard	of	goodness	and	righteousness.	This	is	
why	God,	and	God	alone	will	judge	the	wicked	from	the	righteous.	He	is	the	only	One	that	has	a	
real	understanding	of	what	is	true	and	what	is	right.	God	alone	is	able	to	see	the	hearts	of	all	
people	to	know	the	true	motives	and	intents	of	all	people,	even	when	those	people	don’t	know	
themselves.	Therefore,	God	alone	is	qualified	to	render	verdicts	and	make	determinations	
concerning	real	issues	of	righteousness.		
	
This	is	why	the	Bible	says	that	God’s	people	should	not	judge.	The	Greek	word	that	is	used	to	
describe	this	form	of	judgment	is	the	word	“krino.”	Krino	describes	the	quality	of	judgment	that	
God	will	render	in	the	end	when	He	separates	the	evil	from	the	faithful.	Since	He	alone	is	God,	
we	do	not	have	the	authority	to	make	assumptions.	God	commands	His	people	to	discern	right	
from	wrong	based	on	the	wisdom	He	provides	in	the	Word,	but	we	are	to	abstain	from	
examining	the	conduct	and	attitudes	of	others	with	our	own	prideful	attitudes.	Paul	wrote	that	
we	are	not	to	act	as	if	our	perspective	is	the	only	right	perspective	worthy	of	consideration.	We	
are	not	called	to	lord	over	people’s	lives.	We	are	not	to	disregard	the	opinions	and	convictions	of	
others	concerning	non-essential	matters	of	salvation	that	the	Bible	doesn’t	directly	address.	We	
should	not	look	at	the	lives	of	others	and	measure	their	relationship	with	the	Lord	based	on	
what	we	see.	To	do	these	things	reflects	that	we	have	forgotten	that	we	will	be	judged	too.		
	
When	we	walk	with	these	sorts	of	attitudes,	we	forget	a	fundamental	truth	about	God.	He	is	
supremely	above	all	and	we	have	no	right	to	administrate	our	own	authority	against	others.	Paul	
quoted	Isaiah	45:23	to	prove	this	point.	Isaiah	Chapter	45	is	a	Messianic	prophecy	that	explains	
how	God	will	judge	all	of	the	evil	of	the	world	by	destroying	all	of	His	enemies	in	the	world.	He	
will	do	this	by	the	Messiah,	Jesus	Christ.	The	result	of	God’s	judgment	upon	the	world	is	that	
“every”	knee	will	bow	in	submission	to	God;	“every”	tongue	will	admit	that	God	is	who	He	says	
He	is.	No	one	will	contend	with	God	or	be	able	to	oppose	Him.	Isaiah	Chapter	45	explains	that	
this	is	the	way	God’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	will	be	fulfilled.	The	greatness	of	God’s	
authority	shows	two	things	in	Isaiah	Chapter	45:	1)	He	alone	is	Judge	of	all	people;	2)	He	is	the	
administrator	of	righteousness	and	strength.	Since	those	who	escape	God’s	judgment	with	
salvation	are	only	able	to	do	so	by	the	righteousness	and	strength	He	provides,	who	are	we	to	
examine	the	lives	of	others	as	if	we	are	superior	and	can	lord	over	their	lives	concerning	things	
that	are	not	specifically	addressed	in	scripture?		
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Let’s Resolve This 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:12-13 – So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a 
stumbling block or a cause to fall in [our] brother's way."	

The	Bible	teaches	that	“love”	is	the	revelation	of	Jesus	through	our	lives	so	that	we	are	focused	
on	meeting	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	while	we	die	to	ourselves	like	Jesus	did.	This	means	that	
our	attention	as	children	of	God	should	be	outwardly	focused,	not	focused	on	self.	In	fact,	the	
Apostle	Paul	taught	that	the	means	by	which	we	thank	Him	for	the	mercy	He	shows	us	in	
salvation	is	by	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	the	body	of	Christ.	We	can’t	thank	God	unless	we’re	
engaged	in	the	service	of	meeting	the	spiritual	needs	of	God’s	people	in	some	way.	Our	attention	
should	be	placed	on	others	to	help	them.	Our	desire	should	be	to	lift	others	up	to	the	Lord.		
	
This	means	that	we	need	to	be	constantly	thinking	about	others.	The	scriptures	command	us	to	
be	humble	before	the	Lord,	expressing	that	humility	in	how	we	deal	with	one	another.	We	aren’t	
supposed	to	esteem	ourselves	better	or	more	highly	than	others,	but	instead,	consider	others	as	
better	than	us.	This	attitude	will	keep	us	from	judging	in	the	manner	that	God	prohibited.	The	
Bible	states	that	improper	judging	is	when	we	examine	others	and	are	critical	of	their	conduct	as	
evidence	of	their	spiritual	connection	with	God.	We	are	not	God.	We	don’t	know	our	own	hearts	
let	alone	the	hearts	of	others.	Besides,	the	scriptures	teach	that	all	of	us	will	face	Jesus	at	His	
“Bema	Judgment	Seat”	in	the	end,	reminding	us	that	He	is	Master.	We	have	no	authority	to	gage	
the	actions	of	others	and	render	verdicts	concerning	those	things.	That’s	Jesus’	job,	and	it	is	a	job	
that	Paul	reminds	Jesus	will	do	with	all	of	us.		
	
Clearly,	this	was	an	issue	in	Paul’s	day.	He	implored	the	church	to	consider	these	things	about	
how	they	treat	one	another,	and	resolve	the	issues	of	“judging.”	The	church	was	making	big	
issues	out	of	non-essential	things,	trying	to	lord	over	one	another.	They	were	not	being	
considerate	of	the	spiritual	needs	of	others,	and	by	extension,	were	tearing	each	other	down,	not	
building	up.	Paul	wanted	this	to	end!	He	stated	that	the	church	should	not	“put	stumbling	
blocks”	before	one	another.	This	refers	to	obstacles	that	trip	people	up.	People	were	getting	
tripped	up	over	matters	that	were	non-essential	to	salvation,	and	because	maturing	believers	
were	inconsiderate	of	new	believers,	people	were	being	torn	down	instead	of	built	up.		
	
In	1	Corinthians	8:1-13	Paul	wrote	that	when	we	are	inconsiderate	of	how	another	person	might	
respond	to	our	conduct,	and	they	are	tripped	up	as	a	result,	it	is	sin	to	us!	We	aren’t	called	to	live	
however	we	want	to,	expecting	everyone	else	to	conform	to	our	program.	We	are	all	servants	
that	submit	to	Jesus	as	the	Master	and	should	be	dying	to	self	to	get	on	His	program,	helping	
each	other	in	this	along	the	way.	When	we	are	judging	one	another,	we	are	keeping	each	other	
from	growing	in	the	Lord,	and	sinning	in	our	own	hearts.	Hence,	we	should	put	an	end	to	this.		
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Tool of the Devil 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:14-15 – I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that [there is] 
nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him [it is] 
unclean. Yet if your brother is grieved because of [your] food, you are no longer walking 
in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.	

The	idea	that	“ignorance	is	bliss”	is	a	flawed	idea	compared	to	scripture.	The	Bible	teaches	that	God’s	
people	perish	for	a	lack	of	knowledge.	When	we	don’t	know	the	truth	of	God’s	revelation	and	
wisdom,	terrible	things	can	transpire.	Simple	things	might	not	seem	like	a	big	deal	in	the	moment,	
but	the	Bible	is	helpful	to	show	how	small	things	can	have	a	massive	spiritual	effect.	This	is	actually	
why	the	Apostle	Paul	brought	up	the	issue	about	judging	one	another.	Paul	sought	to	help	the	church	
live	according	to	the	humility	required	to	walk	in	the	Spirit	by	the	Gospel,	but	there	were	small	issues	
within	the	church	that	were	causing	big	problem.	One	of	those	such	issues	was	food.		
	
During	the	time	of	Paul,	many	people	were	concerned	about	food	and	where	it	came	from.	For	newly	
converted	Christians	(especially	Gentiles),	the	source	of	food	was	a	big	deal.	New	believers	had	
strong	desires	to	live	for	the	Lord	in	the	manner	of	holiness	and	righteousness	that	Jesus	expressed.	
Food	played	a	part	in	this	because	a	lot	of	the	food,	especially	more	affordable	food,	was	offered	or	
related	to	idols	in	some	way.	New	believers	were	discouraged	by	this.	Affordable	food	was	food	
sacrificed	to	idols	or	originally	dedicated	to	idols.	To	the	Jews,	it	was	totally	unacceptable	to	have	
anything	to	do	with	this	food.	To	Gentile	new	believers,	this	sort	of	food	was	practical	because	it	was	
affordable.	Many	self-righteous	people	made	food	into	an	issue	much	bigger	than	it	should	have	been,	
causing	many	new	believers	to	be	discouraged	and	destroyed	in	their	faith.		
	
In	Matthew	15:16-20	Jesus	taught	that,	it	is	not	what	goes	into	the	mouth	that	defiles,	but	what	
comes	out	of	the	mouth.	Out	of	the	abundance	of	the	heart	the	mouth	speaks.	Food	doesn’t	affect	the	
spiritual	integrity	of	the	heart	because	its	physical	in	nature.	Hence,	food,	in	it	of	itself,	does	not	cause	
sin	and	uncleanness.	Paul	sided	with	Jesus	on	this	truth.	So,	whether	food	came	from	a	idolatrous	
temple	or	an	organic	garden	dedicated	to	God,	the	food	was	still	food.	It	is	only	the	way	a	person	
perceives	food	that	makes	it	different.	God	previously	called	some	food	“unclean”	to	sanctify	His	
people	and	teach	about	His	righteousness.	In	the	New	Covenant,	God	sanctifies	His	people	by	the	
blood	of	Jesus	and	teaches	His	righteousness	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	Food	never	saved	or	condemned	
anyone.		
	
This	is	why	Paul	told	the	church	to	stop	making	this	an	issue.	Stuff	as	simple	as	food	was	destroying	
the	people	Jesus	died	to	save.	The	root	of	this	issue	stemmed	from	people	who	desired	to	lord	over	
others,	making	their	opinions	about	things	equal	to	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	When	people	desire	to	
make	their	way	of	doing	things	equal	to	God’s	ways,	and	make	trivial	matters	equal	to	the	things	
clearly	described	in	scripture,	God’s	people	are	torn	apart,	divided,	and	weakened	though	Jesus	died	
to	unify	and	strengthen.	The	devil	loves	to	infect	God’s	people	this	way.		
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What Matters Most? 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:16-17 – Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; for 
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.	

When	it	comes	to	the	ways	that	we,	as	the	body	of	Christ,	get	along	with	one	another,	it	is	critical	
to	always	keep	in	mind	the	things	that	matter	most.	Often	times,	the	devil	uses	divisions	and	
dissensions	against	the	people	of	God	to	weaken	the	church	by	enabling	people	to	“major	on	the	
minors.”	In	other	words,	we	as	people	have	a	tendency	of	getting	our	minds	fixed	on	things	that	
just	don’t	matter	that	much.	When	God’s	people	come	together,	it	is	supposed	to	be	with	the	
purpose	of	blessing	the	Lord	through	our	service	to	one	another	in	love,	so	as	to	die	to	self	in	
order	to	meet	the	spiritual	needs	of	one	another.	This	is	the	goal.	This	is	the	focus.	This	is	what	
the	Bible	teaches.	When	we	go	to	church	or	engage	with	other	believers	in	any	capacity	–	
formally	or	informally	–	these	are	the	things	that	we	need	to	remember	most.		
	
This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	spoke	about	certain	issues	that	the	church	was	having.	Remember	
that	his	whole	purpose	for	writing	this	letter	was	to	stir	up	the	people	to	help	the	struggling	
church	in	Jerusalem.	Paul	was	hoping	that	a	reminder	about	the	basics	of	the	Gospel	would	stir	
up	the	church	to	die	to	themselves	in	order	to	help	meet	the	spiritual	and	physical	needs	of	
those	in	Jerusalem.	Paul	knew	that	if	their	service	to	Jerusalem	was	going	to	be	genuine,	there	
were	issues	in	Rome	that	needed	to	be	dealt	with	first.	Some	were	resorting	back	to	self-
righteousness,	looking	down	upon	others,	and	being	overly	critical	about	things	that	didn’t	have	
any	bearing	on	salvation.	One	of	the	major	topics	of	discussion	among	the	people	in	the	church	
was	food	and	drink.	People	were	constantly	talking	about	what	was	considered	“clean	or	
unclean”	for	believers	to	eat.	Paul	explained	that	the	people	were	missing	the	point	and	wasting	
time	on	stuff	that	just	wasn’t	that	important.		
	
Paul	encouraged	the	church	by	telling	them	not	to	let	the	good	things	God	was	doing	with	their	
salvation	be	tainted	by	issues	that	were	not	that	important.	Paul	didn’t	want	the	good	things	of	
their	salvation	and	the	wisdom	of	God	they	were	receiving	in	salvation,	to	become	the	source	of	
bickering,	divisions,	or	worse.	Paul	had	to	remind	the	church	that	the	kingdom	of	God	is	not	
made	up	of	what	we	eat	and	drink.	The	goodness	of	heaven	isn’t	defined	by	what’s	on	the	menu,	
or	what’s	not	on	it.	The	goodness	of	the	kingdom	of	God	is	the	righteousness	that	He	fills	the	
kingdom	with.	The	goodness	of	the	kingdom	of	God	is	the	peace	that	rules	the	kingdom.	The	
goodness	of	the	kingdom	of	God	is	the	joy	that	fills	the	kingdom.	It	is	the	Holy	Spirit	that	gives	us	
a	taste	of	these	things	that	define	our	ultimate	prize.	Why	should	food	and	drink	dominate	our	
minds	and	conversations	if	we	have	such	magnitude	of	goodness	waiting	for	us?	It	is	the	
righteousness,	peace,	and	joy	of	the	Lord	by	His	Spirit	that	should	fill	our	minds	and	
conversations,	not	petty	things	that	have	no	substance	in	God’s	kingdom.		
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Pleasing God 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:18 – For he who serves Christ in these things [is] acceptable to 
God and approved by men.	

There	are	a	lot	of	people	who	have	made	great	efforts	to	try	and	“please	God.”	History	has	shown	
however	that	many	of	these	efforts	were	in	vain.	There	are	specific	ways	to	please	God	and	He	
has	already	declared	those	ways	in	His	Word.	Since	God	is	supreme	in	greatness,	glory,	
righteousness,	and	holiness,	we	do	not	have	the	liberty	to	adjust	His	declarations.	When	God	
explained	that	which	is	pleasing	to	Him,	He	set	the	standard	in	stone.	Those	things	can’t	be	
changed.	We	can’t	make	up	our	own	ways.	We	can’t	innovate	new	creative	and	convenient	ways	
to	please	God	that	are	different	from	what	He’s	already	proclaimed.	If	we	want	to	please	God,	we	
need	to	do	what	He	said	is	pleasing	to	Him.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	plainly	stated	what	we	need	to	do	in	order	to	please	the	Lord.	Paul	wrote	that	
serving	Christ	“in	these	things”	is	acceptable	to	God.	First,	it	is	important	to	know	what	Paul	was	
referring	to	when	he	wrote	about	“these	things.”	This	phrase	is	connected	to	the	issues	he	
brought	up	in	the	previous	verse.	Paul	previously	stated	that	the	kingdom	of	God	is	made	up	of	
righteousness,	peace,	and	joy	in	the	Holy	Spirit.	When	Paul	said	“these	things,”	he	was	referring	
to	the	righteousness	of	God,	the	peace	of	God,	and	the	joy	of	God	that	all	come	from	the	Holy	
Spirit,	as	characteristics	of	God’s	kingdom.	When	Paul	described	the	“service”	to	Christ,	he	used	
the	Greek	word	“doulos,”	which	refers	to	one	that	is	destitute	of	rights	of	any	kind.	In	other	
words,	when	we	fully	give	up	our	personal	ambitions	tied	to	life	on	this	earth,	in	order	to	live	
according	to	the	characteristics	of	the	kingdom	of	God	by	the	Spirit,	THEN	we	are	“acceptable	to	
God.”		
	
The	word	“acceptable”	literally	means	“fully	agreeable.”	It	is	no	wonder	then	that,	walking	in	the	
Spirit	of	God	according	to	the	characteristics	of	His	kingdom	is	agreeable	with	God.	Living	this	
way	is	equal	to	living	in	His	own	likeness.	This	is	why	Paul	used	the	same	word	in	Romans	12:1-
2	to	describe	other	things	that	are	pleasing	to	God.	There,	Paul	said	that	living	as	a	“living	
sacrifice”	is	acceptable	to	God.	There,	Paul	said	that	being	conformed	into	the	image	of	Christ	is	
acceptable	to	God.	In	other	words,	when	we	die	to	self	to	live	in	the	manner	of	Jesus,	motivated	
by	the	Holy	Spirit,	THAT	is	pleasing	to	God.		
	
There	are	additional	benefits	that	come	with	being	acceptable	to	God.	Notice	that	those	who	are	
acceptable	to	God	are	also	approved	by	men.	The	word	“approved”	doesn’t	mean	that	we	will	be	
liked	by	all	people.	Those	who	were	persecuted	in	the	Bible	show	that	this	thinking	isn’t	true.	
The	word	“approved”	means	that	we	will	have	true	weight	and	integrity	with	other	people.	In	
other	words,	others	will	notice	that	our	faith	is	genuine	and	true,	and	will	respect	that.	They	
might	not	embrace	our	faith,	but	will	consider	us	to	have	integrity,	which	is	also	pleasing	to	God!	
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Our Chief Pursuit & Passion 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:19 – Therefore let us pursue the things [which make] for peace 
and the things by which one may edify another.	

The	Bible	makes	it	simple	and	clear	what	we	must	do	to	please	God.	First,	it	is	impossible	to	
please	God	without	faith.	If	we	do	not	receive	the	faith	that	God	gives,	which	is	directed	at	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	we	will	not	possess	the	ability	to	do	the	things	that	God	approves	of.	The	
ability	required	to	please	God	comes	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit	enables	those	who	
have	faith.	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	the	approval	of	God	comes	to	those	who	serve	Christ	in	
His	righteousness,	peace,	and	joy,	empowered	by	His	Spirit.	The	approval	of	God	comes	to	those	
who	die	to	self	in	order	to	be	conformed	into	the	image	of	Jesus	so	as	to	allow	the	righteousness,	
peace,	and	joy	of	Jesus	shine	through	our	naturally-corrupted	lives.		
	
Since	this	is	how	we	please	God	and	gain	His	approval,	our	lives	should	be	solely	committed	to	
that	purpose.	Paul	wrote	that	we	should	“pursue”	the	things	that	God	approves	of.	The	word	that	
Paul	used	for	“pursue”	is	an	interesting	word	choice.	It	is	the	Greek	word	“dioko,”	which	is	
actually	mostly	translated	into	the	English	word	“persecute.”	The	idea	is	to	“follow	after.”	
However,	the	word	“dioko”	implies	a	certain	amount	of	effort	exerted.	We	are	to	pursue	after	the	
things	that	please	God	with	the	same	quality	of	intensity	and	resolve	that	the	enemies	of	God’s	
church	expressed	to	chase	out	His	people.	In	Ephesians	4:1-3,	the	Bible	says	that	we	should	walk	
worthy	according	to	the	calling	that	God	has	placed	upon	us,	“endeavoring”	to	keep	the	unity	of	
the	Spirit	in	the	bond	of	peace.	This	verse	explains	the	same	concept	in	Romans	14:19,	but	the	
use	of	the	word	“endeavoring”	helps	us	understand	the	degree	of	intensity	we	should	express	in	
our	pursuit	to	please	God.	The	word	“endeavoring”	means	that	we	should	exert	ourselves	in	
diligence,	and	hasten	to	the	task.	In	other	words,	we	get	right	to	the	work	and	labor	hard	to	get	
the	job	done!	
	
This	teaching	shows	that	our	chief	pursuit	in	life	should	be	to	please	by	God	seeking	
opportunities	to	meet	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.		We	should	constantly	be	seeking	
opportunities	to	live	peaceably	with	all	people.	In	other	words,	we	should	constantly	die	to	our	
personal	ambitions	so	that	we	can	help	ensure	the	spiritual	blessings	and	prosperity	of	others.	
We	should	constantly	be	seeking	for	ways	to	build	others	up.	Paul	said	that	we	should	“edify”	
one	another.	The	word	“edify”	is	a	word	used	to	describe	the	building	of	a	structure	or	a	house.	
That	work	is	difficult	labor	and	is	done	carefully	so	as	to	ensure	the	strength	and	integrity	of	the	
structure.	Spiritually	speaking,	we	are	to	constantly	die	to	ourselves	so	that	we	can	undergo	the	
difficult	labor	required	to	carefully	deal	with	others	with	the	hopes	of	strengthening	their	faith	
through	the	Word,	and	the	integrity	of	their	walk,	in	fellowship.	Those	who	have	truly	received	
the	mercy	of	God	understand	the	price	that	God	paid	through	the	blood	of	Jesus,	which	makes	
this	“pursuit”	possible.	It	is	the	previous	work	of	Jesus	that	should	compel	us	to	live	this	way.		
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Destroying God’s Work… 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:20-21 – Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All 
things indeed [are] pure, but [it is] evil for the man who eats with offense. [It is] good 
neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor [do anything] by which your brother stumbles or 
is offended or is made weak.	

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	something	compelling	to	the	church	when	he	said,	“Do	not	destroy	the	
work	of	God	for	the	sake	of	food.”	Can	we	actually	“destroy”	God’s	work?	Can	food	really	be	
destructive	to	the	providential	will	of	God?	Clearly,	we	need	to	know	what	Paul	meant.	The	word	
“destroy”	means	to	disunify	or	dissolve.	Just	as	our	works	are	not	sufficient	to	save	us	from	
condemnation,	our	works	are	not	sufficient	to	weaken	God’s	work	to	save.	However,	our	
conduct	and	attitude	does	have	an	effect	on	the	spiritual	growth	of	others.	Our	conduct	and	
attitude	can	cause	others	to	be	disunified	from	the	sanctifying	work	of	the	Lord.	In	other	words,	
our	attitudes	can	be	infectious	in	such	a	way	that	others	have	attitudes	that	frustrate	their	
spiritual	growth.	The	way	we	act	can	cause	others	to	have	bad	attitudes	that	keep	people	
disconnected	from	the	goodness	of	God.	We	need	to	be	aware	of	this.		
	
According	to	the	Bible,	food	is	sufficient	to	have	this	effect.	However,	food	is	not	the	real	issue.	
Food	in	it	of	itself	is	amoral.	This	means	that	food	is	not	good	or	bad.	Our	attitudes	towards	food	
can	make	food	good	or	bad.	Food	was	a	subject	of	debate	during	the	time	of	Paul	because	a	lot	of	
food	was	originally	used	for	pagan	worship	purposes.	Some	of	the	Jewish	people	spoke	words	of	
condemnation	against	people	that	continued	to	eat	food	that	was	used	for	pagan	purposes	at	
one	time.		They	acted	as	if	the	food	would	make	those	people	evil	because	it	was	once	used	for	
an	evil	purpose.	This	type	of	thinking	is	contrary	to	the	truth	of	justification	by	faith.	We	are	
saved	from	condemnation	by	the	faith	that	God	gives	in	the	work	of	His	Son.	Our	salvation	
doesn’t	have	anything	to	do	with	our	diets.	Our	salvation	is	not	based	on	what	we	do	or	don’t	do.		
	
Since	people	were	making	a	bid	deal	out	of	these	issues,	others	were	being	discouraged.	They	
were	getting	uptight	about	things	that	had	nothing	to	do	with	salvation,	and	so	the	real	matters	
that	encourage	spiritual	growth	were	being	neglected.	It	was	the	attitudes	of	prideful	people	
that	used	food	as	a	tool	to	discourage	God’s	people	from	growth.	The	real	issue	is	not	just	food	
and	drink,	but	our	attitudes	that	make	things	a	“stumbling	block.”	We	shouldn’t	do	ANYTHING	
that	causes	someone	else	to	stumble.	This	means	that	our	conduct	should	not	be	based	on	what	
we	want	to	do.	Our	conduct	should	be	focused	on	the	well-being	of	others.	When	we	do	things,	
we	shouldn’t	be	focused	on	our	personal	situation,	but	on	how	others	are	responding	to	our	
conduct	and	attitudes.	God’s	standard	of	LOVE	requires	all	people	to	die	to	self	for	the	spiritual	
well-being	of	others.	Paul	was	simply	encouraging	the	church	to	live	this	way,	making	sure	we’re	
aware	of	anything	we	do	that	causes	others	to	be	discouraged	in	their	walk.	It’s	not	about	us.	It’s	
about	the	spiritual	well-being	of	others	because	we	are	servants	of	God.		
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Enjoying Our Christian Liberty 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:22 – Do you have faith? Have [it] to yourself before God. Happy 
[is] he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	we	as	God’s	people,	have	been	set	free	from	the	bondage	of	sin	because	of	
the	work	that	Jesus	Christ	has	done	on	our	behalf.	This	freedom	from	sin	provides	a	certain	
manner	of	liberty	in	Christ.	However,	many	people	have	abused	these	liberties	over	the	years.	
Many	people	see	the	term	“liberty,”	and	feel	that	provides	a	license	to	do	whatever	we	want	as	if	
there	is	no	consequence.	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	there	is	great	consequence	that	affects	us	
and	others	any	time	we	aspire	to	do	something	motivated	by	the	flesh	–	whether	it	seems	
spiritual	or	not.	Therefore,	the	word	“liberty”	in	a	Christian	sense,	does	come	with	some	
restraint.	According	to	Paul,	when	our	“liberty”	becomes	a	stumbling	block	for	those	around	us,	
it	has	become	sin	to	us.	Therefore,	our	Christian	liberty	must	be	conducted	through	our	
understanding	of	whether	others	are	built	up	or	torn	down	by	what	we	do	and/or	say.	
	
This	begs	the	question	then:	How	do	we	actually	enjoy	our	Christian	liberty	if	our	liberty	is	
predicated	on	how	others	respond	to	us?	This	idea	almost	makes	it	seem	as	if	we	should	always	
be	seeking	to	please	others.	This	is	not	the	case.	Our	liberty	and	satisfaction	in	liberty	comes	
through	the	denial	of	self	to	provide	spiritual	profit	for	others,	not	necessarily	gain	their	favor.	
Therefore,	Paul	made	a	simple	point	to	help	us	understand	how	to	enjoy	the	freedom	we	have	in	
Christ.	When	it	comes	to	personal	convictions	about	non-essential	matters	that	don’t	pertain	to	
salvation,	we	would	be	wise	to	keep	these	things	to	ourselves.	The	context	Paul	spoke	in	dealt	
mainly	with	food.	When	it	comes	to	matters	like	food,	we	should	keep	our	personal	convictions	
to	ourselves	so	as	to	not	create	stumbling	blocks,	confusion,	and	divisions	with	others.	Food	
doesn’t	save	people,	so	there’s	no	need	to	try	and	convince	people	that	our	personal	convictions	
are	right.	We	don’t	need	to	ensure	everyone	is	thinking	and	acting	like	us	when	it	comes	to	these	
types	of	things.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	true	happiness	in	our	Christian	liberty	comes	when	we	simply	have	peace	with	
the	things	God	has	taught	us.	Happiness	doesn’t	come	from	causing	everyone	to	think	like	us.	
Happiness	comes	from	our	own	obedience	to	the	personal	convictions	we	have	about	these	
sorts	of	non-essential	things.	If	we	are	convicted	to	have	one	sort	of	diet	verses	another,	then	we	
can	have	happiness	from	the	Lord	by	embracing	that	diet	with	peace.	The	participation	of	others	
in	our	personal	affairs	of	this	sort	doesn’t	concern	our	salvation	or	the	salvation	of	others.	So,	
when	we	keep	these	things	to	ourselves,	we	avoid	the	stumbling	blocks,	confusion,	and	division	
that	stir	up	trouble	for	others	AND	ourselves.	When	this	trouble	is	avoided,	our	personal	
convictions	and	the	discernment	we	have	from	God	can	be	practiced	with	peace	and	
contentment.	If	our	personal	convictions	are	the	product	of	our	spiritual	maturity,	we	simply	
have	to	trust	that	God	will	bring	others	to	that	same	place	in	His	time	by	His	work,	not	ours.		
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Against Our Own Convictions… 
 

Scripture: Romans 14:23 – But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because [he does] 
not [eat] from faith; for whatever [is] not from faith is sin.	

Saving	faith	is	an	important	concept	to	understand.	The	effects	of	saving	faith	are	predominantly	
spiritual,	but	there	are	very	real	physical	effects	that	take	place	in	our	lives.	These	effects	are	not	
optional	parts	of	salvation.	Those	who	have	received	the	grace	of	God	to	be	forgiven	of	sins	on	
account	of	faith	are	expected	to	live	by	that	faith.	The	Gospel	teaches	that	“faith”	is	being	born	
again.	Our	trust	in	the	testimony	of	Jesus,	the	sufficiency	of	His	work,	and	the	results	of	it	are	
enough	to	make	us	into	something	new.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	when	we	are	born	again	
by	the	Holy	Spirit	through	faith,	we	are	made	dead	to	sin	and	alive	according	to	the	likeness	of	
Jesus’	resurrection.	This	means	that	we	are	no	longer	in	bondage	to	sin.	We	have	had	our	eyes	
uncovered	and	our	ears	unstopped.	By	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	are	able	to	see	the	testimony	of	Jesus	
clearly	and	hear	the	convictions	of	His	Spirit.	We	are	expected	to	die	to	ourselves	in	order	to	
respond	to	that	which	God	reveals	because	He	has	given	us	the	supernatural	ability	to	do	so.		
	
This	means	that	there	are	consequences	when	we,	as	the	children	of	God,	do	not	respond	to	the	
things	that	God	shows	and	speaks.	Paul	addressed	certain	things	that	seemed	simple	in	nature,	
but	were	having	big	spiritual	affects	within	the	church.	Many	believers	were	using	food	as	a	way	
to	lord	over	the	lives	of	others,	saying	that	certain	types	of	food	were	sufficient	to	make	one	evil	
and	an	enemy	of	God,	on	account	of	their	origination	being	pagan	in	nature.	These	people	took	it	
upon	themselves	to	make	simple	matters	like	food,	and	apply	significant	spiritual	relevancy	to	
them.	Food	does	not	save	or	condemn,	but	these	people	were	acting	as	if	that	was	the	case.	Paul	
told	these	people	to	stop	making	big	issues	out	of	matters	that	were	non-essential	to	salvation.		
	
Paul’s	point	however,	was	that	non-essential	matters	can	become	essential	to	our	own	spiritual	
growth.	It	is	not	right	to	question	the	personal,	non-essential	convictions	of	others,	especially	for	
things	like	food.	However,	if	the	Lord	convicts	us	concerning	things	we	deem	“non-essential,”	we	
are	accountable	to	respond	to	those	convictions.	According	to	the	Bible,	those	who	are	
personally	convicted	about	a	matter,	but	ignore	that	conviction,	are	sinning	against	God	–	even	if	
its	for	something	simple	like	food.	For	example,	if	a	new	believer	is	confused	about	a	non-
essential	matter	and	stumbled	by	our	attitudes	towards	it,	the	Lord	convicts	us	to	stop	so	as	to	
stop	being	a	stumbling	block,	but	we	continue	anyway,	we	are	not	only	continuing	to	offend	the	
other	person,	but	God	will	hold	that	as	sin	against	us!	When	God	speaks	about	any	particular	
thing,	whether	big	or	small,	we	are	expected	to	respond	with	obedience	because	God	has	given	
us	all	the	motivation	and	ability	we	need	to	do	so.	If	God	convicts	us	about	being	a	stumbling	
block	to	someone,	and	we	continue,	we	are	providing	outward	evidence	that	wickedness	in	our	
hearts	remains,	which	is	not	glorifying	to	God,	and	not	showing	gratitude	to	He	who	saved	us.		
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Building The Body Up 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:1-2 – We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves.	Let each of us please [his] neighbor for [his] good, 
leading to edification.	

Since	God	has	shown	such	incredible	favor	to	us	as	believers,	the	Bible	explains	the	specific	ways	
that	we	are	to	express	our	thanks	to	God.	The	eternally	self-existing	and	self-sustaining	God	took	
special	efforts	to	reveal	His	righteousness,	identify	our	issues,	and	then	took	the	form	of	flesh	to	
deal	with	our	issues	on	our	behalf	so	as	to	offer	an	escape	from	His	judgment	against	the	
ungodly	and	unrighteous.	We	deserve	death,	and	our	continued	demonstration	of	
unrighteousness	proves	that	we	deserve	hell,	even	as	believers.	Still,	God	has	assured	His	people	
that	He	will	spare	us	from	condemnation,	and	gave	us	the	Holy	Spirit	to	confirm	His	promise.	
Thanks	to	God	is	certainly	in	order,	but	since	God	is	holy,	the	manner	in	which	we	thank	Him	
must	be	according	to	the	righteous	commands	of	His	Word.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	manner	in	which	we	show	thanks	to	God	for	the	salvation	He’s	
given	us	is	by	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	in	“love.”	The	Bible	describes	love	as	the	
denial	of	self	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	others	in	the	manner	of	Jesus	Christ.	We	cannot	thank	
God	for	our	salvation	without	serving	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	Therefore,	the	life	of	all	
Christians	should	be	based	on	recognizing	and	embracing	the	opportunities	God	provides	for	us	
to	serve.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	has	anointed	each	and	every	one	of	His	people	with	special	
spiritual	gifts	and	abilities	that	are	to	be	used	in	the	spirit	of	meekness	and	humility.	The	gifts	
and	abilities	are	not	like	super	hero	traits.	These	gifts	are	reflective	of	God’s	own	power	to	
produce	spiritual	profit	through	a	physical	vessel.	The	gifts	are	sometimes	subtle,	but	are	
profound	in	ability	to	affect	the	souls	of	people	for	eternal	profit.	God	does	not	provide	these	
gifts	for	our	own	personal	gratification,	but	specifically	to	pour	into	the	needs	of	others.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	those	who	are	“strong”	should	use	that	strength	to	help	those	who	are	“weak.”	
This	does	not	imply	that	there	are	some	Christians	who	are	more	superior	than	others.	The	
“strength”	that	Paul	wrote	about	refers	to	the	ability	that	God	provides	specifically	so	that	such	
ability	can	be	used	to	help	others.	Each	person	is	equipped	to	help	the	next,	but	each	person	also	
has	a	void	that	needs	to	be	filled	by	another.	This	is	how	the	body	of	Christ	works.	Each	believer	
is	to	be	focused	on	serving	others	according	to	the	symbiotic	relationship	God	created	between	
us.	Those	who	are	strong	in	some	areas	are	weak	in	others	so	that	we	must	seek	to	serve	the	
needs	of	others	while	also	receiving	help	from	others.	God	does	not	give	us	ability	to	indulge	and	
gratify	ourselves;	especially	at	the	expense	or	neglect	of	others.	We	are	called	to	look	out	for	
opportunities	to	aid	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	so	as	to	build	up	the	whole	body	of	Christ,	and	
not	just	ourselves	as	individual	members.	This	is	the	way	we	thank	God	and	the	means	by	which	
we	bring	Him	glory.	
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Jesus’ Example… 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:3 – For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, 
"The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me."	

In	Philippians	2:5-8	the	Bible	says	that	we	should	have	the	same	mind	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	that	
same	passage,	the	Bible	explains	the	mind	of	Jesus:	He	made	Himself	of	no	reputation,	taking	the	
form	of	a	bondservant.	In	doing	this,	Jesus	did	the	will	of	the	Father,	dying	to	Himself	so	as	to	
provide	spiritual	benefits	for	others	through	His	own	crucifixion.	In	2	Peter	2:21-24	the	Bible	
teaches	that	Jesus	left	us	an	example	in	His	death.	The	purpose	that	Jesus	died	serves	the	people	
the	template	for	the	lives	of	all	of	His	followers	and	believers.	The	manner	in	which	Jesus	died	
serves	as	the	same	type	of	example.	In	other	words,	the	life	and	death	of	Jesus	should	be	copied	
over	our	own	lives	so	that	the	circumstances	of	our	lives	are	parallel	to	that	which	Jesus	endured	
Himself.		
	
This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	confidently	wrote	that	we	should	not	seek	up	to	build	up	ourselves,	
but	instead,	make	sure	our	lives	are	100%	focused	on	building	up	the	lives	of	others.	This	is	how	
we	please	God.	Jesus	did	not	come	to	build	up	His	own	life,	but	instead	subjected	Himself	to	false	
accusations,	torture,	shame,	and	death	so	that	we	could	be	forgiven	of	our	offenses	against	the	
Father.	This	pleased	the	Father.	This	type	of	life	still	pleases	the	Father.	The	Lord	did	not	die	to	
offer	forgiveness	of	sins	and	impart	His	Holy	Spirit	so	that	we	could	leverage	His	goodness	for	
our	self-indulgence	and	gratification.	Our	purpose	is	to	die	to	self	for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	
others.		The	Bible	describes	this	sort	of	conduct	as	“love.”	How	then	can	we	“love”	God	or	others	
if	our	lives	are	not	founded	on	this	principle.		
	
Consider	Jesus’	example.	Paul	quoted	Psalm	69:9,	a	Messianic	Psalm	of	David,	to	prove	his	point.	
When	Jesus	came	into	the	world,	he	did	not	seek	to	“please”	Himself.	Here,	the	Greek	word	for	
“please”	means	to	accommodate	for	one’s	self.	In	other	words,	Jesus	didn’t	seek	to	take	care	of	
His	own	personal	well-being.	Jesus	confessed	that	foxes	of	the	earth	have	holes,	and	birds	of	the	
air	have	nests,	but	He	as	the	Son	of	Man	had	no	place	to	lay	His	head.	It	wasn’t	because	Jesus	
didn’t	have	access	to	comforts	that	He	denied	them.	Though	Jesus	had	access	to	everything	in	
this	life	as	God,	He	denied	the	opportunity	to	take	advantage	of	His	personal	liberties	and	
comforts,	even	to	the	point	of	death.		
	
Paul	wrote	in	2	Corinthians	8:9	that	Jesus,	though	He	was	rich,	became	poor	as	a	man,	so	that	we	
could	partake	of	His	spiritual	riches	in	eternal	life.	Though	the	world	deserved	scolding,	
chastening,	and	reproaches,	Jesus	didn’t	seek	to	take	care	of	Himself	when	those	things	were	
placed	on	Him.	He	did	everything	according	to	the	will	of	the	Father,	regardless	of	what	it	cost	
Him.	This	is	the	mind	of	Christ	we	should	have.	This	is	the	example	that	Jesus	set.	This	is	the	
quality	of	selflessness	that	the	Spirit	provokes.	This	is	how	we	glorify	God.		
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The Source of Hope 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:4 – For whatever things were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.	

According	to	human	logic,	hope	and	anticipation	comes	from	the	expectation	of	something	to	happen	
that	we	deem	as	good.	The	problem	with	this	is	that	the	Bible	teaches	that	the	natural	human	
understanding	of	“good”	is	flawed.	Therefore,	people	often	look	forward	to	something	in	anticipation	
for	it,	but	it	isn’t	really	good	according	to	God’s	standards.	Thus,	many	people	living	according	to	
hope	that	is	futile	and	false.	The	scriptures	teach	that	hope	doesn’t	come	from	the	things	we	conjure	
up	in	our	own	minds	according	to	our	own	understanding	of	“good.”	Hope	comes	as	a	direct	result	of	
the	work	of	God’s	Word	through	the	understanding	that	the	Holy	Spirit	provides.	This	means	that	
true	hope	requires	supernatural	intervention.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	the	scriptures	provide	“hope,”	referring	to	a	confident	expectation	in	
that	which	God	describes	as	“good.”	There	is	no	other	place	to	gain	true	hope	other	than	the	Word	of	
God.	God’s	Word	defines	God’s	holy	standards	of	goodness.	Therefore,	all	the	things	that	are	written	
in	scripture,	are	written	with	the	intention	of	teaching	us	what	is	ultimately	“good.”	If	not	for	God’s	
instructions	on	goodness,	we	would	remain	ignorant,	rely	on	our	flawed	perception	of	goodness,	and	
place	hope	in	things	that	fail	and	condemn.	God	provided	the	revelation	of	His	Word	in	order	to	show	
what	true	goodness	is,	and	when	we	learn	according	to	the	Word,	the	scriptures	are	sufficient	to	
provide	hope	as	a	natural	bi-product,	all	on	their	own!	
	
It	is	important	to	remember	the	context	of	Paul’s	statement	about	the	scriptures.	Paul	had	quoted	
Psalm	69:9	to	describe	the	ministry	of	Jesus.	Paul	explained	that	Jesus	was	the	supreme	example	of	
how	to	glorify	God,	taking	on	the	reproaches	of	others	for	their	spiritual	benefit,	denying	Himself	the	
liberty	to	accommodate	Himself.	Jesus	was	pure	selflessness	in	order	that	the	prophetic	Messianic	
promises	of	the	Father	would	be	fulfilled.	It	was	THESE	THINGS	that	were	written	for	our	learning.	
The	prophetic	scriptures	concerning	the	Father’s	promises,	and	Jesus’	testimony	as	the	Messiah	to	
fulfill	those	promises	is	what	we	are	supposed	to	learn.	When	we	learn	about	the	eternally-centered,	
and	spiritually-centered	promises	of	the	Father,	and	how	they	were	fulfilled	by	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	
God	and	Messiah,	the	Lord	provides	hope.	This	is	the	only	way	to	true	satisfying	hope.		
	
Also,	notice	that	the	learning	of	the	Word	comes	specifically	through	the	conduit	of	“patience”	and	
“comfort.”	Patience	refers	to	steadfastness	and	constancy.	Our	steadfastness	and	constancy	to	the	
Word	is	what	enables	the	learning	of	it	unto	hope.	If	we	constantly	waiver	in	faith	and	focus	on	the	
Word,	learning	doesn’t	take	place,	and	the	confident	expectation	of	God’s	promises	is	weak	in	our	
lives.	Comfort	describes	how	the	Word	calls	us	near	to	the	Lord	by	the	understanding	that	the	Holy	
Spirit	provides.	This	is	why	the	Word	naturally	provides	hope;	because	the	Holy	Spirit	is	drawing	us	
near	to	the	Lord	by	giving	us	understanding	of	His	quality	of	goodness	and	what	His	goodness	really	
looks	like.	When	we	are	committed	to	the	Word	like	this,	hope	is	on	the	horizon	so	that	we	can	enjoy	
how	we	bring	glory	to	God.		
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Glorifying God  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:5-6 – Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be 
like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind 
[and] one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.	

There	are	many	people	that	set	out	to	do	something	to	glorify	God.	However,	it	is	important	to	
remember	that	we	as	His	servants,	don’t	have	the	liberty	to	determine	what	to	do	to	glorify	Him.	God	
has	already	determined	and	declared	that	which	is	glorifying	to	Him.	If	we	are	genuine	in	our	desire	
to	glorify	God,	we	simply	need	to	conform	to	the	declarations	of	His	Word	by	faith	and	steer	clear	of	
making	things	up	as	we	go.	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	glorifying	God	requires	us	to	be	“like-
minded.”	If	we	want	to	glorify	God,	we	need	to	trust	that	“like-mindedness”	is	the	exclusive	means	by	
which	we	are	able	to	do	so.	Therefore,	we	need	to	understand	what	“like-mindedness”	is.		
	
Like-mindedness	is	the	result	of	the	patience	and	comfort	that	come	exclusively	from	God.	Recall	
that	Romans	15:4	explained	that	God	produces	patience	and	comfort	through	the	scriptures.	
When	we	pursue	God	in	humility	through	the	Word,	He	provides	patience,	or	steadfastness	to	
the	Word.	When	we	pursue	the	Lord	in	humility	through	the	Word,	He	provides	comfort,	or	
connection	to	the	Spirit,	who	provides	us	with	understanding	of	God’s	Word	to	be	doers	of	it.	
This	constancy	in	the	Word,	and	the	connection	to	it	that	we	get	by	the	Spirit,	produces	“like-
mindedness.”	
	
Like-mindedness	is	according	to	Jesus	Christ,	and	made	manifest	through	the	mind	and	the	
mouth.	In	other	words,	like-mindedness	is	the	manifestation	of	Jesus’	characteristics	in	what	we	
say	and	do,	especially	in	our	relationships	with	one	another.	The	word	“like-mindedness”	is	
actually	one	word	in	the	original	Greek	language,	and	describes	only	one	mind.	The	idea	there	is	
that	all	believers	share	the	same	mind,	which	is	ultimately	Jesus’	mind.	His	desires	become	our	
desires.	His	motives	become	our	motives.	His	conduct	becomes	our	conduct.	This	should	be	true	
for	ALL	of	God’s	people.	When	we	all	share	the	same	mind,	we	all	share	the	same	objective,	and	
go	about	the	same	means	of	achieving	that	objective	as	exemplified	by	Jesus.		
	
Like-mindedness	is	made	manifest	by	God’s	people	all	having	“one	mind.”	This	is	actually	a	
different	Greek	word	from	“like-mindedness.”	The	original	Greek	word	translated	“one	mind”	is	
also	used	in	the	Book	of	Acts,	and	there	translated	“one	accord.”	It	was	a	specific	Greek	word	
commonly	used	as	a	musical	term,	describing	how	many	orchestral	instruments	played	different	
parts	of	the	same	song	together	in	perfect	harmony.	This	shows	that	glorifying	God	requires	us	
all	to	play	the	song	that	God	has	authored,	playing	our	own	instrument	to	accompany	the	other	
instruments,	playing	harmoniously,	under	the	leadership	and	conductorship	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
We	don’t	play	our	own	song.	We	don’t	play	our	own	tempo.	We	don’t	play	all	the	instruments.	
When	we	submit	to	this	idea	like	Jesus,	then,	and	only	then,	do	we	glorify	God.			
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Receiving Each Other  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:7 – Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, 
to the glory of God.	

There	is	only	one	way	to	please	God	and	glorify	Him	–	do	what	He	says!	Jesus	taught	that	if	we	love	
Him,	we	should	obey	Him.	At	the	same	time,	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	it	is	impossible	to	please	God	
without	faith.	Therefore,	our	obedience	to	God	must	be	done	on	the	foundation	of	faith	in	who	Jesus	
is.	Our	trust	in	Jesus’	identity	and	purpose	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	should	provoke	our	“love”	
for	Him,	thereby	causing	obedience.	Paul	also	wrote	what	it	looks	like,	from	a	practical	standpoint,	
when	we	glorify	God.	Sure,	we	are	to	obey	God,	but	what	does	“obedience”	look	like	on	a	daily	basis?		
	
Jesus	said	that	the	two	greatest	commands	are	predicated	on	the	same	principle	of	love;	and	that	the	
entire	law	is	fulfilled	through	these	two	commands	based	on	love.	The	Bible	defines	“love”	as	the	
revelation	of	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah	for	the	spiritual	benefits	of	others.	The	first	and	
greatest	command	is	to	“love	God”	with	everything	we	have.	In	other	words,	we	lean	on	the	Lord	by	
faith	to	reflect	His	character	and	nature	through	our	lives,	living	for	His	spiritual	and	eternal	
purposes.	The	second	command	is	like	the	first	in	that,	our	“love”	towards	God	is	practically	
manifested	through	the	“love”	we	show	to	others.	We	reflect	the	character	of	God	back	to	Him	by	
showing	the	characteristics	of	Jesus	towards	others.	This	is	how	we	glorify	God.		
	
Since	Jesus	made	Himself	of	no	reputation	for	our	benefit,	we	are	to	make	ourselves	of	no	reputation	
for	the	spiritual	benefit	of	others.	Since	Jesus	became	poor	so	that	we	could	be	made	rich	through	His	
poverty,	we	should	seek	to	do	the	same.	Since	Jesus	came	into	the	world	and	died	for	our	sins	while	
we	were	still	sinners,	we	should	offer	our	service	to	meet	the	spiritual	needs	of	others	in	the	same	
manner.	This	is	the	way	that	Christ	“received”	us.	Ephesians	1:6	candidly	explains	that	Jesus	
“received”	us	on	the	basis	of	grace.	He	did	not	die	for	our	sins	on	the	condition	of	our	performance.	
He	did	not	die	for	our	sins	after	the	fulfillment	of	an	expected	response	from	us.	He	did	not	die	for	our	
sins	after	we	proved	ourselves	worthy	of	God’s	gift.	Jesus	died	for	the	sins	of	the	world	despite	the	
presence	of	putrid	performance,	despise	our	rejection	of	Him,	and	despite	our	worthlessness	in	sin.		
	
The	Greek	word	“received”	is	a	strong	word.	The	word	is	a	compound	word	that	puts	two	principles	
together	to	describe	Jesus’	manner	of	service	that	we	must	model	to	glorify	God.	The	first	word	of	the	
compound	is	the	word	“pros,”	which	is	a	preposition	denoting	a	direction	going	“towards”	something.	
The	second	word	is	the	word	“lambano,”	which	means	to	receive	as	with	the	hands.	When	the	two	
words	are	put	together,	it	describes	that	Jesus	was	the	initiator	of	a	relationship.	Jesus	came	into	the	
world	to	take	us	by	the	hand	to	the	Father,	and	by	this,	we	have	the	approval	of	the	Father.	In	the	
same	way,	the	Bible	says	that	we	glorify	God	by	taking	the	initiative	to	deny	pleasing	ourselves	to	
take	others	by	the	hand	to	encourage	their	spiritual	health	like	Jesus.	We	don’t	wait	for	their	
performance,	for	their	response,	or	our	observation	of	worthiness.	In	fact,	we	don’t	even	wait	for	
their	invitation.	Instead,	if	we	want	to	glorify	God,	we	should	let	the	Spirit	lead	us	to	proactively	look	
out	for	opportunities	to	initiate	spiritual	service	to	others	on	the	basis	of	grace	like	Jesus	did	for	us.			
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Why Jesus Came Here… 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:8 – Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises [made] to the fathers…	

The	Bible	teaches	that	God	loved	the	world	to	the	extent	that	He	gave	His	only	begotten	Son.	
This	leads	many	people	to	believe	that	the	Father’s	motives	for	taking	the	form	of	flesh	were	
because	He	loved	us.	This	is	partially	true.	It	is	only	fully	true	when	we	understand	the	Biblical	
meaning	of	God	as	“love.”	The	Bible	describes	that	God’s	motivation	to	take	the	form	of	flesh	as	
Jesus	Christ	was	not	solely	based	on	“love”	the	way	we	think	of	love	in	our	modern	culture.	For	
example,	1	John	3:8	states	that	Jesus	was	made	manifest	in	the	flesh	to	destroy	the	works	of	the	
devil.	In	that	sense,	“love”	as	we	know	it	is	not	really	part	of	God’s	purposes.	Jesus	came	to	pick	a	
fight	and	go	to	war.	The	Apostle	Paul	taught	that	Jesus	came	into	this	world	to	be	a	servant,	
explaining	how	the	concept	of	love	and	war	harmonize	to	produce	the	fulfillment	of	the	Father’s	
eternally	unconditional	promsies.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	Jesus	Christ	“has	become”	a	servant	on	behalf	of	the	truth	of	God,	to	establish	
promises	previously	made.	To	understand	this	point,	it	is	critically	important	to	consider	the	
grammar	of	the	original	language.	First,	the	phrase	“has	become”	is	written	in	the	“perfect	
passive”	participle	in	the	original	language.	“Perfect”	refers	to	something	that	has	already	
happened.	This	would	refer	to	the	manifestation	of	Jesus	as	a	servant.	That	already	happened	in	
the	past	when	Paul	wrote.	Jesus’	work	as	a	servant	was	already	done.	“Passive”	means	that	the	
action	that	took	place	happened	to	the	noun	being	referred	to.	The	noun	that	was	affected	by	
Jesus’	past	work	was	“the	circumcision,”	referring	to	the	Jews.		
	
The	structure	of	the	sentence	shows	that	the	promises	of	God,	which	were	made	to	the	Fathers,	
were	confirmed,	established,	and	sure,	because	of	work	that	Jesus	had	already	done	as	a	
“servant”	when	He	first	came.	The	promises	that	Paul	referred	to	are	the	promises	of	the	
Abrahamic	Covenant,	mainly,	the	Blessing	that	was	to	come	into	the	world	to	cause	the	world	to	
be	blessed	through	the	conduit	of	Israel.	This	point	means	that	Jesus’	past	work	to	fulfill	the	Law,	
die	for	the	sins	of	the	world,	resurrect,	and	ascend	to	heaven,	established	God’s	covenant	with	
Abraham	to	bless	all	of	the	families	of	the	earth	through	Israel	because	Jesus’	past	work	was	the	
fulfillment	of	the	Father’s	Messianic	promises.	Paul	was	saying	that	the	promises	God	made	to	
Israel	were	not	dependent	on	their	own	works	of	righteousness,	but	on	the	service	Jesus	already	
provided	when	He	came	into	the	world.	Hence,	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	wage	war	on	the	
devil	by	dying	to	Himself	on	behalf	of	sinners	in	order	that	the	children	of	God	could	be	heirs	to	
His	eternally	unconditional	promises.	The	service	of	Jesus	was	His	righteous	life	and	brutal	
death.	This	was	sufficient	to	destroy	the	work	of	the	devil	by	removing	the	Law	as	a	curse	unto	
God’s	people.	In	this	way,	the	Jews	are	not	obligated	to	serve	to	be	saved,	but	are	privileged	to	
serve	like	Christ	to	share	the	blessing	the	Father	originally	promised.		
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God’s Mercy in Israel 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:9-12 – And that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, as 
it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your 
name." And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!" And again: "Praise 
the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!" And again, Isaiah says: "There 
shall be a root of Jesse; and He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, in Him the 
Gentiles shall hope."	

The	Bible	makes	it	clear	as	to	why	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	die	for	the	sins	of	the	world	in	
the	manner	that	He	did.	It	is	true	that	God’s	work	involved	“love,”	but	that	is	not	the	only	thing	
God	was	trying	to	teach	of	Himself.	According	to	the	scriptures,	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	
confirm	God’s	promises	to	Abraham	to	the	Jews,	and	also	to	do	a	specific	work	for	the	Gentiles.	
The	Apostle	Paul	quoted	four	Old	Testament	verses	to	explain	God’s	purpose	for	Jesus	to	the	
Gentiles.	Fundamentally,	the	scriptures	explain	that	Jesus	came	as	a	servant	to	all	so	that	the	
effects	of	His	work	in	Israel	would	cause	Gentiles	to	glorify	God	for	the	mercy	God	showed	in	
Israel.	In	other	words,	Gentiles	glorify	God	by	the	knowledge	and	understanding	of	how	God	
showed	mercy	to	the	Jews,	especially	by	Jesus.	This	has	always	been	God’s	plan.		
	
Paul	first	quoted	2	Samuel	22:50	to	prove	his	point.	There,	the	scriptures	show	that	God	would	
perform	miraculous	works	to	deliver	and	uphold	Israel	on	the	platform	of	mercy.	This	would	
cause	Israel	to	rejoice,	and	that	rejoicing	would	be	done	in	front	of	the	Gentiles	as	a	witness	to	
God’s	mercy.	Paul	quoted	Deuteronomy	32:43,	the	Song	of	Moses,	to	show	how	the	mercy	God	
shows	to	Israel	would	also	cause	Gentiles	to	rejoice.	In	fact,	Gentile	understanding	of	God’s	
mercy	to	Israel	would	cause	both	Jews	and	Gentiles	to	rejoice	in	the	Lord	together.	Here,	it	is	
important	to	notice	that	God	doesn’t	want	two	separate	camps	rejoicing.	God	seeks	to	have	both	
Jews	and	Gentiles	unified	in	the	proclamations	of	God’s	glory	on	account	of	the	mercy	He	shows	
to	Israel.		
	
Paul	then	quoted	Psalm	117:1	to	show	that,	while	God’s	work	has	been	done	chiefly	in	Israel,	His	
goal	has	always	been	to	cause	global	praise	and	worship.	In	other	words,	God	wants	the	whole	
world	to	know	the	extent	of	mercy	He	provided	to	Israel,	and	respond	in	unison	to	Him	with	
praises	for	His	goodness.	Lastly,	Paul	quoted	Isaiah	11:10	to	show	that	the	mercy	of	God	was	
made	manifest	through	the	Messiah	–	the	“Root	of	Jesse.”	God’s	mercy	was	ultimately	shown	to	
Israel	by	the	manifestation	of	the	Messiah,	and	there,	God	prophesied	that	Gentiles	would	see	
the	Messiah	and	seek	Him	in	hope	for	Jewish	salvation.	These	scriptures	have	since	been	fulfilled	
by	Jesus,	showing	that	all	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises	are	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	
This	is	why	He	was	made	manifest:	to	offer	mercy	to	the	Jews	according	to	the	Father’s	promises	
to	Israel,	in	order	that	the	whole	world	would	rejoice	over	the	fulfillment	of	those	promises.		
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Overflowing Hope 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:13 – Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."	

The	world	is	filled	with	things	that	promise	hope.	Unfortunately,	unless	these	things	are	
centered	on	God	and	His	eternal	purposes	and	promises,	these	forms	of	hope	are	fake	and	
worthless.	The	scriptures	explain	that	“hope”	is	the	confident	expectation	of	goodness.	Since	God	
alone	is	good	and	the	source	of	all	goodness,	true	“hope”	can	only	come	from	God.	Since	hope	is	
the	expectation	of	goodness,	but	God	alone	is	good,	He	is	the	sole	and	chief	administrator	of	that	
which	is	good.	How	then	can	anyone	expect	good	in	any	other	form	other	than	that	which	God	
has	already	declared?	How	then	can	we	expect	for	“good”	if	we	do	not	know	God	and	His	
goodness?		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	that	God	is	“the	God	of	hope.”	The	Lord	is	God	of	many	things,	but	hope	
falls	into	the	list	of	goodness	that	He	provides,	in	the	present	and	the	future.	We	simply	need	to	
consider	the	truth	of	His	Word	to	know	what	His	hope	and	goodness	look	like,	and	to	
understand	the	way	to	receive	it.	According	to	the	Bible,	God	is	the	one	that	fills	His	people	with	
joy	and	peace.	The	God	of	future	goodness	that	we	can	expect	is	the	exclusive	means	by	which	
we	receive	joy	and	peace.	In	other	words,	the	benefits	of	God’s	goodness	come	in	the	form	of	joy	
and	peace.	However,	joy	and	peace	come	“in	believing.”	Here,	it	is	important	to	notice	the	tense	
of	Paul’s	writing.	Our	peace	and	joy	from	the	goodness	of	God	come	while	we	are	presently	and	
currently	believing.	When	we	waiver	in	faith,	the	good	peace	and	joy	of	God	will	be	elusive	from	
us.	When	we	receive	the	truth	of	God’s	eternally	unconditional	purposes	and	promises	by	the	
Word,	and	trust	in	the	supremacy	of	those	things,	THEN	we	are	able	to	have	joy	and	peace	from	
the	God	of	hope.		
	
How	does	faith	produce	joy	and	peace	from	a	God	of	hope?	This	is	a	miraculous	work	that	is	
done	by	the	supernatural	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Joy,	peace,	hope,	and	goodness	do	not	come	
as	a	result	of	what	we	do	or	how	we	feel.	These	things	are	supernaturally	produced	by	God	and	
given	by	the	Holy	Spirit	when	the	Father	sees	a	humble	and	repentant	heart	that	is	willing	to	
believe	in	the	supremacy	of	His	eternal	and	spiritual	goodness.	Notice	that	the	measure	God	
gives	is	“abounding”	or	“overflowing.”	God	doesn’t	want	to	give	us	joy	and	peace	just	to	get	by,	
but	to	a	degree	that	our	expectation	of	His	future	goodness	overflows	us	as	a	public	testimony	of	
His	miraculous	provision.	This	is	where	the	body	of	Christ	is	centered	in	“like-mindedness.”	
Recall	that	Paul	exhorted	the	church	to	be	like-minded	with	one	another.	This	wasn’t	based	on	
personal	preferences,	tastes,	or	interests.	Instead,	the	like-mindedness	of	God’s	people	comes	as	
a	result	of	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	produce	the	overflowing	joy	and	peace	concerning	the	
future	expectation	of	God’s	goodness	according	to	the	promises	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	
When	God’s	people	receive	this	power	from	the	Spirit,	everyone’s	on	the	same	page	with	God!	
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Like-Minded Admonishing  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:14 – “Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, 
that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one 
another.”	

How	can	someone	improve	in	a	certain	area	unless	certain	faults	and	weaknesses	are	pointed	
out?	In	sports,	players	have	coaches	and	trainers,	so	as	to	explain	how	to	make	corrections	that	
enable	better	performance.	The	player	and	coach/trainer	all	have	the	same	goal	to	see	improved	
performance,	and	are	willing	to	undergo	together,	the	difficulties	associated	with	making	
corrections.	According	to	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	church	should	express	“like-mindedness”	in	the	
same	way	as	a	way	to	glorify	God.	The	church	is	supposed	to	be	focused	on	serving	the	spiritual	
needs	of	others.	The	scriptures	clearly	teach	that	this	is	one	of	the	chief	ways	we	glorify	God.	
However,	sometimes	our	spiritual	service	to	one	another	requires	admonishing,	and	as	the	body	
of	Christ,	we	need	to	be	like-minded	in	being	willing	to	die	to	self	in	order	to	give	AND	receive	
admonishing.		
	
The	word	“admonishing”	is	an	important	word	to	understand.	The	word	has	developed	a	harsh	
connotation,	but	the	Bible	doesn’t	use	the	word	that	way.	The	scripture	frequently	translates	the	
original	Greek	word	into	the	English	word	“warn.”	In	other	words,	we	are	called	to	warn	one	
another	about	certain	dangers.	This	means	that	we	are	not	to	beat	each	other	down	with	harsh	
criticisms,	but	warn	of	certain	dangers	that	can	have	adverse	effects	on	our	salvation.	Acts	20:31	
shows	that	this	“warning”	is	often	emotional	because	of	the	compassion	that	should	fuel	our	
warning.	1	Corinthians	4:14-16	shows	that	the	warning	should	be	given	as	a	parent	might	warn	
a	child,	seeking	to	provide	improvement	and	benefit.	Colossians	3:16	explains	that	the	
scriptures	should	be	the	basis	for	our	warning,	and	the	means	by	which	the	warning	is	
delivered.	This	is	helpful	and	profitable	to	the	body	of	Christ,	and	is	glorifying	to	God	when	the	
church	is	“like-minded”	to	do	so.		
	
Paul	was	confident	about	his	fellow	Jewish	believers	in	Rome.	He	knew	that	they	were	full	of	
goodness,	referring	to	the	goodness	that	comes	by	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit.	They	were	filled	with	
knowledge,	which	comes	from	the	pursuit	of	Jesus	Christ.	Paul	was	certain	that	the	Jews	in	Rome	
were	bearing	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	towards	one	another	to	do	good	for	one	another	based	on	
their	knowledge	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	Many	of	the	Jews	in	Rome	were	committed	to	the	things	of	
God,	dying	to	self	in	order	to	meet	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	They	were	like-minded	to	seek	
the	goodness	of	God	according	to	His	knowledge	in	order	to	keep	the	body	of	Christ	safe	and	
intact.	They	warned	one	another	when	necessary	in	order	to	help	preserve	the	integrity	of	Jesus’	
testimony	made	manifest	through	the	church.	As	the	church	in	Rome	was	then,	so	too	should	the	
church	of	Jesus	Christ	be	today!		
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Paul’s Purpose  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:15-16 – “Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you 
on [some] points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, that I 
might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”	

When	the	Apostle	Paul	began	his	letter	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	confessed	that	their	faith	was	
famous	throughout	the	region.	Yet,	Paul	also	stated	that	he	looked	forward	to	seeing	the	Jewish	
church	in	Rome	so	as	to	share	the	Gospel	with	them.	Some	wonder	why	Paul	wanted	to	share	
the	Gospel	again	if	the	fruit	of	their	faith	was	already	so	evident?	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	NEVER	information	that	is	fully	understood.	The	fundamentals	of	
salvation	are	not	such	that	we	hear	the	Word	once,	and	then	can	move	on	to	other	things.	
According	to	the	Bible,	the	basics	of	the	Gospel	is	ALWAYS	relevant	and	needs	to	be	emphasized.		
	
The	church	had	heard	the	Gospel,	believed	and	flourished.	Paul	wanted	to	personally	visit	the	
church	in	Rome	to	share	the	Gospel	again.	Yet,	Paul	confessed	that	the	reason	he	wrote	this	
letter	with	the	detail	that	he	did,	was	again,	to	instill	the	basics	of	the	Gospel.	It	seems	like	Paul	
couldn’t	talk	about	anything	else!	Paul	explained	that	“he	wrote	more	boldly”	to	remind	the	
Jewish	part	of	the	church	about	the	basis	of	God’s	grace.	To	write	“more	boldly”	means	that	Paul	
wrote	with	greater	confidence.	He	knew	that	the	things	he	was	saying	were	right.	He	knew	that	
the	magnitude	of	God’s	grace	was	such	that	it	always	needs	to	be	the	focal	point	of	discussion.	
Therefore,	Paul	took	extra	efforts,	and	wrote	things	the	people	already	knew	to	ensure	they	
understood	the	workings	of	God’s	grace	like	he	did.	He	had	received	grace	from	God	and	was	
continually	motivated	by	that	grace.	Paul	wanted	to	ensure	that	the	Jews	in	Rome	were	also	
established	in	that	same	grace.		
	
The	reason	Paul	sought	to	further	establish	the	Jews	in	Rome	was	ultimately	to	step	aside	from	
speaking	to	the	Jews	in	order	to	focus	on	the	Gentiles.	If	the	Jews	were	well	settled	in	God’s	
grace,	then	Paul	could	put	his	attention	in	other	places	–	the	place	to	which	he	was	called	to	
minister	to	begin	with.	Notice	that	Paul	explained	his	desire	to	minister	“the	Gospel	of	God.”	Paul	
would	not	speak	a	different	message	to	the	Gentiles.	The	message	that	Paul	sought	to	share	with	
the	Gentiles	was	the	same	one	he	emphasized	with	the	Jews.	The	Gospel	is	God’s	own	Good	
News	as	he	stated	in	the	beginning.	Paul	explained	that	he	was	not	at	liberty	to	pick	and	choose	
who	would	hear	what.	In	fact,	Paul’s	motives	to	serve	the	Gentiles	were	based	on	his	desire	to	
get	them	up	to	speed	with	things	concerning	worship,	sacrifice,	and	other	important	ministry-
based	things.	There	was	great	confusion	as	to	what	to	do	with	the	Gentiles	in	the	church.	They	
participated	in	many	rituals,	but	with	little	understanding.	Paul	wanted	to	address	that	issue	by	
educating	the	Gentiles	in	the	workings	of	their	salvation	so	that	the	Jews	and	Gentiles	could	be	
unified	as	one	body	in	their	worship	to	the	One	True	Living	God	–	Jesus	Christ.		
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Reason to Glory  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:17 – “Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the 
things [which pertain] to God.”	

The	Bible	explains	that	serving	the	Lord	is	hard.	Walking	in	the	Spirit	is	hard.	Walking	by	faith	
and	not	by	sight	is	hard.	Jesus	said	that	the	basis	for	obedience	to	God	requires	repentance.	
Repentance	requires	us	to	hate	our	“self,”	depending	on	God	to	provide	the	power	to	deny	our	
“self”	so	that	we	can	pick	up	our	cross	and	follow	Jesus.	In	order	to	walk	in	the	likeness	of	the	
glory	of	Jesus’	resurrection,	we	need	to	first	walk	in	the	likeness	of	His	death.	These	things	all	
sound	terrible	and	difficult.	Still,	the	Bible	is	clear	to	explain	this	is	the	only	way	to	true	hope	
where	we	can	expect	a	legitimately	good	result	when	we	trust	God’s	promise	to	produce	good.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	understood	this	issue.	If	there	was	anyone	in	the	Bible	that	experienced	the	
suffering	associated	with	the	Gospel,	it	was	Paul!	He	confessed	that	he	had	to	repeat	difficult	
matters	of	basic	fundamentals	of	the	Gospel	in	order	to	establish	the	Jewish	church	in	Rome.	
That	wasn’t	easy	for	him.	He	also	said	that	he	had	to	spend	the	bulk	of	his	time	reaching	out	to	
Gentiles.	Paul	knew	he	was	called	to	minister,	not	to	his	brethren	the	Jews,	but	strangers.	Paul	
knew	that	God	had	sent	him	to	teach	the	Gentiles	about	grace	in	Jesus,	and	get	them	caught	up	to	
speed	concerning	the	Word	and	the	declarations	of	God’s	righteousness.	Paul’s	ministry	
emphasis	was	to	speak	to	foreigners	in	order	that	their	lives	could	be	worship	service	to	God.		
	
In	the	eyes	of	a	typical	Jew	at	that	time,	this	would	not	have	been	a	glorious	ministry.	The	
dealings	between	Jews	and	Gentiles	were	not	friendly,	especially	from	a	religious	perspective.	
Still,	Paul	admitted	that	he	had	reason	to	glory	even	though	this	was	the	manner	of	his	calling.	
Even	though	Paul’s	ministry	was	based	on	teaching	a	group	of	people	his	peers	despised,	Paul	
gloried	in	that	opportunity.	Even	though	Paul	had	to	forsake	familiarity	in	order	to	reach	the	
Gentiles,	Paul	gloried	in	the	opportunity.	Paul	didn’t	despise	the	manner	of	his	calling.	He	
embraced	it	because	he	understood	the	value.		
	
Many	times,	people	want	to	serve	the	Lord,	but	then	despise	the	manner	in	which	God	calls	them	
to	serve.	Often	times	we	don’t	like	the	people,	we	don’t	like	the	setting,	we	don’t	agree	with	the	
processes	and	scope	of	service.	Many	times,	we	expect	to	serve	God	in	a	manner	that	is	
convenient	for	us,	while	thinking	it	should	fit	our	personal	preferences.	This	is	not	how	it	
worked,	and	this	was	not	the	example	that	Paul	set.	Paul	gloried	in	the	manner	of	his	ministry	
because	he	understood	that	it	was	a	privilege	to	be	used	in	ANYTHING	pertaining	to	God!	The	
word	“pertains	to”	is	a	Greek	preposition	that	describes	a	direction	going	towards	something.	In	
other	words,	Paul	considered	it	a	treat	to	do	anything	that	went	in	the	direction	of	God’s	
ultimate	purposes	concerning	the	Gospel.	Paul	valued	his	life	and	ministry	because	the	things	he	
did	were	centered	on	the	advantage	of	God,	not	himself.	This	is	real	glory	is!		
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Reason to Boast  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:18-19 – “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 
Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles 
obedient-- in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from 
Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”	

One	of	the	keys	to	remaining	functional	AND	content	in	service	unto	God	is	remembering	the	
manner	in	which	any	good	thing	takes	place.	First,	when	referring	to	“good	things,”	all	good	
things	must	be	measured	by	the	contents	of	scripture.	Does	what	we	consider	“good”	match	
God’s	declaration	of	God	according	to	His	eternal	and	spiritually-focused	purposes	in	the	
Gospel?	Second,	since	the	essence	of	God’s	goodness	is	eternal	and	spiritual	in	nature,	then	we	
have	to	remember	that	any	good	thing	we	see	must	have	been	done	by	God	Himself.	We	aren’t	
eternal	or	spiritual	in	nature,	therefore	the	appearance	of	God’s	goodness	is	evidence	of	the	
work	of	God’s	hand,	not	ours,	even	though	He	might	have	used	our	hand	to	do	His	work.		
	
Paul	understood	this	truth	and	confessed	that	he	would	not	dare	boast	about	anything	that	God	
had	not	done.	He	wouldn’t	seek	to	take	credit	for	that	which	God	was	obviously	doing	through	
his	life.	Paul	only	boasted	about	his	opportunity	to	be	involved	in	things	pertaining	to	God	
through	Christ.	Everything	else	was	nonsense,	especially	compared	to	the	incredible	miracles	
God	was	doing	through	Paul	to	save	Gentiles.	In	the	eyes	of	Paul,	what	could	compare	with	God’s	
work	of	His	Spirit?	What	could	compare	with	the	work	of	the	Gospel?	What	could	compare	with	
things	pertaining	to	God	in	which	people	were	getting	saved?	Is	there	anything	else	to	boast	
about	or	be	excited	about	really?	
	
Paul	was	so	confident	in	his	boasting	of	God	because	it	was	so	obvious	that	God	was	working.	
The	principle	of	Paul’s	glory	and	joy	was	the	work	that	Jesus	was	doing	through	him.	The	power	
by	which	that	work	was	getting	done	was	the	Spirit.	Paul	stated	that	it	was	the	power	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	that	was	validating	the	preaching	he	was	doing	all	over.	Paul	was	committed	to	preaching	
the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	was	committed	to	confirming	Paul’s	preaching	as	
true,	backing	up	his	words	with	mighty	signs	and	wonders!	
	
Notice	that	Paul	called	the	Gospel,	“the	Gospel	of	Christ.”	This	is	a	specific	reference	to	Jesus	as	
the	Messiah.	This	means	that	Paul’s	preaching	was	centered	on	identifying	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	
God	who	came	to	fulfill	all	of	the	Father’s	eternally	unconditional	promises.	The	essence	of	
Paul’s	message	was	centered	on	God’s	eternal	purposes	and	promises	made	manifest	through	
Jesus.	The	Holy	Spirit	did	miracles	to	confirm	that	God’s	promises	were	indeed	spiritual	and	
eternal	in	nature,	causing	Gentiles	all	over	to	confess	their	sin,	repent,	and	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	
unto	salvation!	When	we	surrender	ourselves	to	be	used	by	God	in	this	manner,	what	about	this	
life	compares	to	things	pertaining	to	God?	
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Ministry Templates  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:20-21 – And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man's foundation, but as it is 
written: “To whom He was not announced, they shall see; and those who have not heard 
shall understand.”	

Church	history	recognizes	the	ministry	work	of	the	Apostle	Paul	in	exceptionally	high	regard,	
and	rightly	so!	He	served	in	ways	that	were	totally	unique	to	other	people	in	the	Bible.	He	was	
used	by	God	to	pen	thirteen	letters	in	the	New	Testament.	His	writings	show	that	he	received	
revelation	about	certain	principles	of	God’s	work	that	no	one	else	received,	such	as	the	rapture.	
Even	Peter	confessed	that	Paul’s	teaching	was	hard	to	understand.	Yet	Paul	did	not	come	up	
with	the	form	and	scope	of	his	ministry	on	his	own.	When	Paul	got	saved,	he	did	not	leverage	his	
past	experiences	to	direct	his	own	path	moving	forward.	When	Paul	wrote	to	the	church	at	
Rome,	he	expressed	his	joy	to	serve	the	Lord	according	to	the	manner	in	which	He	authored,	
directed,	and	orchestrated.	Paul	was	able	to	be	used	by	God	to	preach	the	Gospel,	to	manifest	
mighty	signs	and	wonders	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	witnessed	the	transformation	of	
Gentiles	in	droves,	which	had	the	whole	world	amazed.		
	
Though	Paul	was	used	in	such	a	profound	way,	and	saw	some	of	the	most	amazing	works	of	God	
as	in	history,	it	was	only	because	he	submitted	to	God’s	plan	for	his	service.	Paul	did	not	
leverage	his	own	creativity	or	experience	to	serve	the	Lord.	Paul	admitted	that	his	aim	was	to	
preach	to	Gentiles,	but	that	was	not	by	his	own	thinking.	Paul	expressed	that	he	didn’t	want	to	
preach	the	Gospel	where	Jesus	had	already	been	made	known,	referring	to	the	Jews.	The	
Messiah	and	the	purposes	and	promises	of	Him	had	been	made	known	to	Israel	since	the	days	of	
Abraham.	Paul	considered	preaching	to	the	Jews	as	equal	to	building	two	houses	on	the	same	
foundation.	One	house	is	sufficient.		
	
A	better	idea	would	be	to	build	a	new	house	on	a	new	foundation,	but	this	was	not	Paul’s	
thinking.	This	was	God’s	thinking.	To	explain	the	purpose	for	his	ministry	to	Gentiles,	he	quoted	
Isaiah	52:15.	There,	the	Lord	spoke	about	the	revelation	of	the	Messiah,	how	He	would	come,	
and	what	He	would	accomplish.	As	part	of	the	revelation	of	the	Messiah,	God	promised	that	
“kings”	and	“nations”	would	receive	the	revelation	of	God’s	work	through	the	Messiah.	The	
reference	to	kings	and	nations	undoubtedly	refers	to	Gentiles.	Hence,	Paul’s	ministry	to	Gentiles	
was	a	fulfillment	of	God’s	previously	proclaimed	promise.	The	mold	of	Paul’s	service	was	not	by	
how	own	thinking,	but	was	the	fulfilment	of	God’s	promises	by	the	Messiah.	When	our	service	
seeks	to	fulfill	God’s	promises	this	way,	THEN	we	can	expect	to	be	used	by	God.	When	our	
service	seeks	to	fulfill	God’s	Messianic	purposes	by	the	power	of	His	Spirit,	THEN	we	can	expect	
to	see	the	manifestation	of	miracles	to	enable	to	will	of	God	as	He	already	declared	it	in	His	
Word.	
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Explaining Hinderances   
 

Scripture: Romans 15:22 – For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming 
to you.	

When	Paul	addressed	the	church	of	Rome	by	letter,	it	was	only	because	he	wasn’t	able	to	be	
there	in	person.	In	fact,	Paul	often	stated	in	his	letters	that	he	preferred	to	speak	to	the	church	in	
person,	but	there	were	many	factors	that	kept	him	from	enjoying	that	convenience.	Therefore,	
Paul	wrote	letters;	and	in	hindsight,	that	was	far	better	than	him	communicating	in	person.	If	
not	for	Paul’s	thirteen	letters	that	were	written	because	of	“hinderances,”	the	New	Testament	
would	be	a	lot	thinner!	
	
Paul	explained	to	the	church	in	Rome	that	he	desired	to	be	present	with	them	at	the	beginning	of	
his	letter.	He	repeated	that	sentiment	at	the	end	of	his	letter	to	show	that	his	desire	was	genuine	
and	passionate.	Yet,	Paul	understood	that	he	would	get	there	in	God’s	time,	not	according	to	his	
desire.	Paul	was	confident	that	he	would	get	to	Rome	at	some	point	because	when	he	was	called	
into	the	ministry,	his	ministry	in	Rome	was	one	of	the	core	issues	that	God	stated	He	would	do	
through	Paul.	Paul	was	not	just	called	to	speak	to	Gentiles,	but	specifically	Roman	ones.	
Therefore,	Paul	understood	he	would	get	there	eventually.	Still,	Paul	obviously	made	attempts	to	
get	to	Rome,	and	explained	that	those	attempts	were	hindered.		
	
First,	Paul	confessed	that	he	was	hindered	from	getting	to	Rome	because	he	was	so	busy	
ministering	to	Gentiles.	Paul’s	journeys	had	taken	him	across	many	Gentiles	and	Paul	was	
opportunistic	to	share	the	Gospel	with	them	every	chance	he	got.	He	was	kept	from	Rome,	but	
not	for	bad	reasons.	Paul	was	hindered	from	doing	what	God	said	because	he	was	busy	fulfilling	
other	parts	of	God’s	word.	Paul’s	inability	to	get	to	Rome	according	to	his	desire	and	purpose	
was	not	an	indication	that	he	was	on	the	wrong	path.	The	hindrances	Paul	experienced	didn’t	
mean	Paul	was	fighting	God’s	will.	Paul	was	simply	doing	that	which	God	wanted	done	first.	It	is	
never	a	bad	thing	to	be	kept	from	a	longing	desire	when	we	are	consumed	doing	that	which	God	
commanded	us,	being	used	as	instruments	to	fulfill	His	Word	and	promises!	
	
The	testimony	of	Acts	16:6-7	explains	that	Paul	was	also	hindered	from	preaching	the	Gospel	in	
Asia.	It	wasn’t	a	bad	thing	that	Paul	wanted	to	preach	in	Asia,	but	the	Holy	Spirit	blocked	them	
from	going	there	because	God	wanted	Paul	to	meet	the	needs	of	those	in	Macedonia.	It	is	often	
said	that	when	one	door	closes,	another	opens.	So	long	as	that	other	door	also	fulfills	our	calling	
and	the	Word	of	God	for	the	benefit	of	the	Gospel,	then	we	should	rejoice	to	have	the	privilege	to	
walk	through	any	door	God	might	open,	regardless	of	the	difficulties	we	experience	with	closed	
doors	we	expected	to	be	open.	In	1	Thessalonians	2:14-18	Paul	said	that	he	was	hindered	by	
Satan	himself,	working	through	Jews	to	keep	him	from	sharing	the	Gospel	with	Gentiles.	This	
happens	too,	but	neither	hinderance	means	that	we’re	off	course.		
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Time Together  
 

Scripture: Romans 15:23-24 – But now no longer having a place in these parts, and 
having a great desire these many years to come to you, whenever I journey to Spain, I 
shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there 
by you, if first I may enjoy your [company] for a while.	

The	Bible	shows	that	there	is	only	a	certain	amount	of	spiritual	work	that	can	be	done	from	a	
distance.	Even	God	Himself	came	into	the	world	at	various	times	in	the	Old	Testament	to	ensure	the	
integrity	and	perfection	of	His	work.	For	example,	when	God	judged	the	Egyptians	in	Exodus,	God	
sent	“the	Destroyer”	into	Egypt	in	order	to	differentiate	Egyptian	from	Jew,	based	on	the	presentation	
of	the	blood	of	the	Passover	lamb.	When	God	spoke	at	critical	times,	He	often	manifested	Himself	in	
physical	ways	to	have	close	interactions	with	His	servants,	such	as	with	Moses	who	spoke	with	the	
Angel	of	the	Lord	in	the	burning	bush,	and	the	Lord	“face	to	face.”		
	
While	Paul	wrote	thirteen	incredible	letters	that	have	since	become	canonized	scripture	as	the	
eternal	Word	of	God,	Paul	knew	that	those	letters	weren’t	enough.	Paul	desired	to	be	physically	
connected	to	the	people	He	served.	Letters	were	good,	speaking	face-to-face	is	better.	Thus,	Paul	was	
excited	by	the	hope	of	an	opportunity	to	get	to	Rome	for	the	first	time	and	see	the	people	he	was	
writing	to.	Paul	wrote	the	Book	of	Romans	in	57	AD	from	Corinth.	Paul	stated	that	his	work	to	the	
Gentiles	there	was	just	about	done.	He	established	the	believers	there	to	the	degree	that	he	could	and	
was	ready	to	move	on.	He	hoped	that	the	completion	of	one	task	in	one	place	would	open	the	door	for	
him	to	see	other	parts	of	the	body	of	Christ.		
	
Notice	that	Paul	had	specific	motives	to	see	the	people	of	the	church	in	Rome.	He	mentioned	that	
while	he	was	hoping	to	get	some	help	from	them	for	his	next	season	of	ministry	work,	he	first	desired	
to	enjoy	the	company	of	the	body	of	Christ.	Paul	wanted	to	be	connected	because	He	knew	God’s	will	
was	to	make	the	body	whole	in	Christ.	He	knew	that	the	fullness	of	Christ	could	be	seen	in	the	greater	
assembly	of	the	body.	The	more	the	body	of	Christ	is	connected,	the	more	Christ	Himself	can	be	seen.	
Paul	wanted	this	quality	of	fellowship	first	and	foremost,	being	motivated	with	spiritual	purpose.		
	
He	also	hoped	that	the	church	would	have	open	hearts	to	assist	him	in	his	needs.	Paul	was	on	his	
third	missionary	journey.	Ministry	had	taken	its	toll	on	Paul	and	the	distances	that	he	traveled	
required	a	lot	of	him.	Paul	needed	rest,	but	also	a	place	to	lodge	to	get	it.	Paul	needed	nourishment,	
but	also	friendly	places	to	get	it.	Paul	needed	recovery	and	financing,	and	the	support	of	the	church	to	
provide	it.	Most	importantly	to	Paul,	he	was	hoping	to	take	a	collection	of	various	resources	for	the	
church	in	Jerusalem,	which	was	being	heavily	persecuted.	This	was	Paul’s	whole	purpose	for	writing	
this	letter.	This	shows	that	our	time	together	should	not	just	be	for	leisure,	though	that	is	often	
refreshing;	but	also	to	support	each	other’s	ministries	as	the	Lord	has	called	to	each	of	us	in	various	
ways.	These	are	the	types	of	things	that	come	out	of	personal	time	with	one	another,	seldom	from	a	
distance.		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Priorities 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:25-28 – But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 
For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. It pleased them indeed, and they are their 
debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also 
to minister to them in material things. Therefore, when I have performed this and have 
sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.	

The	Bible	shows	that	the	Apostle	Paul	was	an	effective	servant	of	the	Lord	because	his	chief	focus	
was	to	do	the	things	that	God	commanded	in	the	manner	of	Jesus	Christ.	Paul	made	it	his	aim	to	die	to	
himself	at	all	times	in	order	to	serve	the	spiritual	needs	of	others.	Therefore,	the	priorities	of	Paul’s	
schedule	were	dictated	by	the	most	pressing	spiritual	needs.	Paul	confessed	that	he	had	a	strong	
desire	to	see	the	people	who	made	up	the	church	of	Rome.	God	even	sent	an	angel	to	Paul	to	assure	
him	that	he	would	minister	in	Rome.	However,	Paul	tempered	that	desire	by	keeping	the	true	issues	
of	the	Gospel	in	perspective.	Sure,	it	might	have	been	fruitful	to	fellowship	with	Christians	in	Rome,	
but	not	at	the	expense	of	those	who	were	in	need.		
	
Paul	said	that	before	he	went	to	Rome,	he	had	to	go	to	Jerusalem.	Though	his	completed	work	in	
Corinth	provided	the	freedom	to	travel	to	Rome,	he	obligated	himself	to	go	to	Jerusalem.	Paul	
felt	a	responsibility	to	aid	those	who	were	suffering	in	Jerusalem.	Remember,	this	was	the	
fundamental	reason	that	Paul	wrote	the	Book	of	Romans,	hoping	to	stir	up	the	church	in	Rome	
to	lend	support	to	those	in	Jerusalem	as	well.	The	situation	was	difficult	in	Jerusalem.	Many	
Christians	in	Jerusalem	were	being	heavily	persecuted	to	where	there	was	great	need.		
	
Paul	wrote	that	those	of	Macedonia	and	Achaia	had	rallied	to	the	cause	in	Jerusalem.	Though	
they	were	predominantly	Gentiles,	they	were	beneficiaries	of	the	work	God	was	doing	through	
Israel.	They	were	saved	by	a	Jewish	Savior.	They	heard	the	Gospel	by	a	Jewish	apostle.	They	
received	the	grace	of	God	according	to	Jewish	salvation	as	an	extension	of	Jewish	promises.	
Though	Gentiles,	they	were	able	to	share	in	the	spiritual	things	God	had	done	in	Israel	first,	and	
they	felt	it	their	duty	to	support	the	work	of	God	through	Israel,	since	they	were	beneficiaries	of	
that	work.	Though	those	regions	were	poor	churches,	they	were	joyful	to	help	aid	the	work	of	
God	in	Jerusalem,	hoping	that	God’s	work	would	continue	through	their	to	reach	even	more	
Gentiles,	father	out	in	the	world.		
	
This	why	Paul	obligated	himself	to	the	service	in	Jerusalem	despite	his	strong	desire	to	be	in	
Rome.	There	were	many	people	stirred	up	by	the	Spirit	to	aid	the	apple	of	God’s	eye.	Many	parts	
of	the	body	were	coming	together	to	lend	support	of	all	kinds	to	those	in	need,	just	like	Christ	
showed	when	He	was	here.	Paul	felt	a	need	to	be	a	part	of	that,	because	to	him,	that	was	more	
pressing	than	the	opportunity	to	rest	and	receive	help	in	Rome.	
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Fullness of the Blessing 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:29 – But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the 
fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.	

One	of	the	most	important	things	for	a	Christian	is	to	understand	the	benefits	that	God	promises	
to	those	who	are	His.	It	is	our	understanding	and	remembrance	of	these	benefits	that	
encourages	and	propels	us	through	difficulties.	It	is	our	understanding	and	remembrance	of	
these	benefits	that	brings	us	unto	willingness	to	endure	and	forsake	the	things	of	this	world.	The	
better	we	know	the	value	of	God’s	promises,	the	more	willing	we	should	be	to	deny	the	desires	
of	our	flesh	that	separate	us	from	God.	Paul	used	an	important	word	to	describe	the	essence	of	
God’s	blessings	–	fullness.	This	word	in	the	Greek	language	is	a	strong	word,	and	is	used	in	some	
powerful	verses	in	scripture	to	describe	the	extent	of	“fullness”	Paul	expected	to	receive.		
	
Originally,	the	Greek	word	was	used	to	describe	a	ship	that	was	ready	for	sail	–	fully	equipped	
with	crew	and	cargo,	and	all	of	the	other	things	that	are	required	to	get	a	ship	off	to	its	
destination.	This	word	describes	total	fulfillment	and	satisfaction.	This	word	describes	
something	or	someone	that	is	fully	equipped	for	purpose,	ready	to	serve	and	satisfy	that	
purpose	unto	success,	fruit,	and	satisfaction.	According	to	the	Bible,	there	is	only	one	way	to	gain	
this	sort	of	fulfillment,	satisfaction,	and	the	peace	that	comes	from	it	–	by	the	Gospel	of	Christ.		
	
The	word	“fullness”	is	used	several	places	to	show	the	exclusive	source	where	contentment	
comes	from.	In	Mark	8:20,	this	word	was	used	to	describe	the	“full”	baskets	of	leftover	bread	
after	Jesus	multiplied	the	food	to	feed	the	5,000	with	5	loaves	and	2	fish.	“Fullness”	is	the	effects	
of	Jesus’	miraculous	work	to	multiply	His	provision.	In	1	Corinthians	10:26,	it	says,	“The	earth	is	
the	Lord’s	and	the	fullness	thereof.”	All	things	are	under	the	possession	and	control	of	God.	As	
much	control	as	God	has	in	the	universe	describes	the	extent	of	satisfaction	God’s	people	are	
promised	–	thorough	and	extensive	beyond	measure.	This	word	is	used	in	Ephesians	1:23	to	
explain	that	the	fullness	of	ALL	believers	lies	in	the	body	of	Christ.	In	other	words,	if	we	aren’t	
connected	to	each	other	by	faith	in	the	Gospel,	we	cannot	receive	the	fullness	that	God	promises.	
Lastly,	in	Colossians	1:19,	the	Bible	says	that	the	Father	put	the	fullness	of	ALL	things	in	Christ.	
Any	form	of	genuine	satisfaction	and	contentment	can	only	come	from	Jesus.		
	
Paul	explained	how	this	works.	He	stated	that	he	would	receive	this	fullness	upon	arriving	in	
Rome	to	see	the	people	there	to	minister.	Paul’s	arrival	in	Rome	would	have	been	the	fulfillment	
of	God’s	promise	to	Paul	concerning	his	service	unto	the	Gospel.	Thus,	when	our	purpose	for	the	
Gospel	is	fulfilled,	we	then	receive	the	fulfillment	of	the	Gospel.	When	we	embrace	the	calling	
God	has	placed	upon	us	to	praise	the	Gospel	in	our	gratitude	for	His	mercy,	we	are	able	to	be	
used	by	Him,	and	when	that	service	is	fulfilled,	we	are	filled	too.	This	is	where	our	fulfillment	
comes	from.		
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Proper Prayer 
 

Scripture: Romans 15:30-33 – Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for 
me, that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service 
for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, that I may come to you with joy by the will 
of God, and may be refreshed together with you. Now the God of peace [be] with you all. 
Amen.	

The	Bible	teaches	that	our	prayer	for	one	another	is	a	critical	part	of	our	spiritual	lifeline	–	not	just	
for	those	being	prayed	for,	but	also	for	those	who	are	praying.	The	frequency	and	manner	in	which	
we	pray	for	others	is	a	good	indication	of	how	responsive	we	are	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	work	He	
desires	to	do	through	us	to	build	up	the	spiritual	integrity	of	others.	Many	think	that	functionally	
helping	others	is	the	chief	way	to	aid	someone	in	need.	The	Bible	presents	another	perspective.	
Prayer	is	the	way	things	get	done	so	long	as	we’re	praying	the	way	the	Bible	explains.		
	
Paul	knew	the	importance	of	prayer	so	well	that	he	begged	the	people	of	Rome	to	pray	for	him.	Paul	
pleaded	with	the	church	to	lift	his	needs	to	the	Lord	in	prayer	so	that	he	would	have	fruit	through	his	
labor.	However,	there	is	a	certain	manner	of	prayer	that	Paul	desired.	First,	notice	that	Paul	said	that	
he	would	be	“striving”	in	prayer,	and	asked	the	church	to	strive	together	with	him.	The	word	“strive”	
means	to	struggle,	contend,	and	fight	with	strenuous	zeal	as	an	athlete	in	competition.	This	is	a	
strong	word	describing	INTENSE	prayer.	It	is	not	passive,	distracted,	heartless	or	mindless.	Paul	
wanted	the	church	to	labor	in	dying	to	self	to	seek	the	will	of	God	on	his	behalf	with	him.	
	
Also	notice	that	this	sort	of	prayer	was	not	for	Paul’s	benefit,	but	for	the	sake	of	Jesus.	This	sort	of	
prayer	only	takes	place	“through	the	love	of	the	Spirit.”	In	other	words,	this	sort	of	prayer	doesn’t	
come	naturally,	but	is	motivated	and	manufactured	by	the	Spirit.	Since	the	Spirit	is	the	cause,	He	will	
also	be	the	chief	benefactor	from	the	effect.	Paul	was	a	beneficiary	since	he	was	Jesus’	bondservant.	
Often	people	seek	their	own	gain	first.	This	is	not	what	Paul	asked	for.	Paul	wanted	the	gain	of	the	
Gospel,	hoping	that	he	would	have	joy	in	Jesus’	exaltation.	
	
There	were	three	specific	areas	that	Paul	hoped	to	benefit	from	according	to	the	promotion	of	the	
Gospel.	Paul	hoped	that	he	would	be	delivered	from	the	persecution	of	non-believers.	While	this	
might	seem	like	Paul’s	selfish	ambition,	seeking	personal	comfort,	it	was	only	so	that	he	could	
continue	to	distribute	the	Gospel	freely	as	the	Lord	had	commanded.	Paul	just	wanted	to	be	
continually	enabled	in	God’s	purposes.	Paul	hoped	that	the	Jews	in	Jerusalem	would	accept	his	
service	to	them	so	that	he	could	be	further	encouraged	to	labor	for	the	Gospel.	Paul	hoped	to	be	
refreshed	by	the	church	in	Rome	so	that	he	could	also	enjoy	the	service	the	Lord	appointed	him	to.	
Paul	wanted	the	work	of	God	to	increase,	and	by	it,	he	would	be	able	to	continue	in	his	service	to	the	
Lord	and	express	the	joy	of	the	Lord	in	the	process,	unto	His	glory.	This	is	the	way	we	should	pray	for	
our	ministries	and	for	other	believers.	
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Women Ministry Leaders 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:1-2 – I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the 
church in Cenchrea, that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the 
saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a 
helper of many and of myself also.	

There	have	been	many	opinions	stated	about	the	position	of	women	in	ministry.	The	Bible	is	
sufficient	to	explain	God’s	perspective	concerning	the	matter.	Here’	Paul	provides	a	good	example	of	
how	people	should	receive	women	in	ministry,	especially	concerning	positions	of	leadership.	The	
challenge	arises	in	that,	1	Timothy	2:12,	Paul	wrote,	“And	I	do	not	permit	a	woman	to	teach	or	to	
have	authority	over	a	man,	but	to	be	in	silence.”	Here,	it	makes	it	seem	as	if	Paul	taught	that	women	
should	not	have	any	leadership	capacity	at	all,	unless	it	be	over	a	woman.	However,	that	is	not	the	
point	Paul	was	making	in	1	Timothy	Chapter	2,	and	the	verses	that	follow	explain	Paul’s	ultimate	
point.	For	reasons	founded	in	scripture,	dating	all	the	way	back	to	the	testimony	of	the	Garden	of	
Eden,	Paul	did	let	women	be	teachers	over	men	as	authorities	in	the	Word	of	God.	This	does	not	
exclude	women	or	disqualify	them	from	leading	in	other	capacities.		
	
In	Paul’s	farewell	address	in	Romans,	he	singled	out	one	particular	woman	to	show	that	women	
should	be	embraced	in	their	ministries,	seeing	that	they	are	just	as	helpful	to	the	cause	of	the	Gospel	
as	any	other	tool	God	uses.	First,	notice	that	Paul	identified	Phoebe	as	a	“sister.”	She	was	also	a	
believer	in	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	as	such,	was	to	be	treated	as	a	close	blood	relative.	Her	
spiritual	DNA	was	the	same	as	Paul’s	and	every	other	believer	in	the	area.	They	were	to	receive	her	
with	this	understanding.	Paul	explained	that	she	was	a	“servant.”	The	original	Greek	word	used	here	
is	“diakonos,”	which	is	the	word	used	to	identify	deacons	in	the	church.	Phoebe	was	a	deaconess	as	a	
servant,	and	Paul	had	no	quarrels	or	issues	about	her	position	as	such.	In	fact,	his	charge	to	those	in	
Rome	was	to	have	good	attitudes	concerning	her	ministry	and	the	position	of	her	ministry.		They	
were	to	receive	her	as	one	laboring	for	the	Gospel	just	like	Paul.	Her	gender	was	not	to	play	a	role	in	
their	willingness	to	receive	or	aid	her.	A	servant	of	the	Gospel	is	a	servant	of	the	Gospel	and	should	be	
embraced	for	the	mutual	benefit	of	the	Gospel,	regardless	of	the	appearance	of	the	vessel	God	uses.		
	
Paul	command	the	people	–	men	included	–	to	assist	her	in	anything	she	needed	concerning	her	
ministry.	Paul	called	Phoebe	a	“helper.”	The	Greek	word	is	“prostatis,”	which	refers	to	someone	who	
helps	others	in	need,	but	from	a	leadership	capacity.	This	woman’s	ministry	was	predicated	on	
helping	those	in	need	who	labored	for	the	Gospel,	like	Paul.	She	was	a	leader	in	this	regard,	and	
profitable	for	the	work	of	the	Gospel.	This	is	why	the	church	was	supposed	to	follow	her	direction	
and	support	her	ministry	as	needed.	The	service	the	Lord	appointed	her	to	was	helpful	to	the	other	
parts	of	the	body	of	Christ	so	as	to	equip	and	encourage	them	in	their	ministries.	This	woman	was	a	
critical	cog	in	the	movement	of	the	Gospel,	and	her	ministry	was	to	be	embraced	as	such.	This	proves	
that	God	has	appointed	women	to	have	prominent	roles	in	serving	Him	and	His	purposes,	so	that	all	
should	embrace	this	manner	of	God’s	work.		
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Priscilla and Aquila 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:3-5a – Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ 
Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all 
the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise [greet] the church that is in their house. 	

Priscilla	and	Aquila	are	some	very	interesting	characters	in	the	Bible.	There	is	not	a	whole	lot	said	of	
them,	but	what	is	said	of	them	is	profound.	For	having	such	short	mentions	and	appearances	in	the	
scriptures,	they	had	great	influence	and	reach.	Their	ministry	was	small,	yet	their	work	had	great	
reach.	Paul	mentions	them	frequently	in	his	greetings	and	farewells,	showing	how	valuable	they	were	
to	him.	Paul	refers	to	this	married	couple	as	far	more	than	acquaintances	that	he	happened	to	meet	
on	his	journeys.	Paul	refers	to	them	as	partners	and	bonded	friends	so	that	he	thought	about	them	
constantly	and	cherished	them	as	brother	and	sister	in	Christ.		
	
The	scripture	say	that	they	were	originally	from	Italy,	but	were	sent	out	when	Claudius	sent	the	Jews	
out	of	Rome.	They	met	Paul	when	he	was	in	Corinth	on	his	second	missionary	journey.	There,	Paul	
discovered	that	Aquila	was	also	a	tentmaker	by	trade.	The	two	formed	a	partnership	working	in	
tentmaking	while	in	Corinth,	and	on	the	Sabbaths,	Paul	would	go	and	reason	with	the	Jews	in	the	
synagogues.	It	was	during	this	time	that	Paul	really	got	to	know	Priscilla	and	Aquila,	and	where	they	
became	his	“fellow	workers”	in	Christ	Jesus.	The	phrase	“fellow	workers”	is	the	original	Greek	word	
“synergus,”	where	the	English	word	“synergy”	comes	from.	Synergy	refers	to	several	components	or	
groups	coming	together	to	produce	a	combined	greater	effect.	This	shows	that	Paul,	Aquila,	and	
Priscilla	were	more	than	friends.	They	came	together	with	purpose	for	the	Gospel,	so	that	even	their	
tentmaking	was	Gospel-centric.	Paul	cherished	them	for	this	reason.		
	
This	led	to	Aquila	and	Priscilla	going	greater	lengths	to	help	Paul,	even	saving	his	life	at	one	point.	
Scripture	is	not	clear	to	document	when	this	took	place.	It	could	have	taken	place	in	Acts	18:12-17	
when	Paul	was	beaten	by	Greeks	for	preaching	the	Gospel	and	standing	trial	before	Gallio.	It	also	
could	have	been	when	Paul	was	involved	in	riots	started	by	Demetrius	in	Ephesus,	documented	in	
Acts	19:23-41.	Either	way,	Paul	was	able	to	continue	in	his	ministry	because	Priscilla	and	Aquila	were	
helpers	in	all	facets	of	Paul’s	ministry	and	life	on	a	fairly	regular	basis.	This	is	why	Paul	mentioned	
that	the	Gentiles	were	also	thankful	for	them.	If	not	for	them,	Paul	would	not	have	been	able	to	share	
the	Gospel	with	the	Gentiles.		
	
Still,	there	is	a	compelling	note	here	about	the	scope	of	their	ministry.	As	helpful	as	they	were	to	Paul,	
and	as	instrumental	as	they	were	to	the	Gospel,	they	had	a	church	in	their	home.	No	massive	
infrastructure	or	organization.	They	ministered	and	served	the	Gospel	out	of	their	house.	They	
helped	Paul	this	way.	They	helped	Apollos	teach	the	Word	more	clearly	this	way.	This	made	their	
mark	on	the	world	for	the	sake	of	the	Gospel	as	a	husband	and	wife	working	out	of	their	home	to	use	
everything	they	had	for	the	glory	of	Jesus	Christ.	This	is	why	Paul	cherished	them	as	much	as	he	did	–	
and	rightly	so!		
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Responding to the Body of Christ 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:5b-15 – Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 
Achaia to Christ. Greet Mary, who labored much for us. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my 
countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were 
in Christ before me. Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow 
worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet 
those who are of the [household] of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my countryman. Greet 
those who are of the [household] of Narcissus who are in the Lord. Greet Tryphena and 
Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in 
the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. Greet Asyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who are with them. Greet 
Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with 
them. 

When	Paul	gave	his	farewell	address	in	the	Book	of	Romans,	he	mentioned	a	lot	of	people	–	25	to	be	
exact.	Most	of	these	people	are	unknown,	which	means	that	our	focus	should	not	be	on	the	people,	
but	the	manner	in	which	Paul	referred	to	them.	Paul	started	his	letter	expressing	his	affection	for	the	
Gospel,	which	was	ultimately	communicated	by	his	affection	for	the	people	of	the	Gospel.		
	
Paul	referred	to	many	of	the	people	as	“beloved.”	Paul	mentioned	three	specific	people	as	“beloved”	
showing	that,	even	though	he	had	not	been	to	Rome,	he	had	a	deep	affection	for	the	people	that	dwelt	
there.	We	don’t	know	the	basis	for	all	of	these	relationships,	but	the	language	shows	that	the	bond	of	
the	Holy	Spirit	was	sufficient	to	cause	Paul	to	really	love	and	appreciate	these	people.	It	was	
important	to	Paul	that	these	people	knew	that.		
	
Paul	was	also	thankful	and	humbled	by	the	labor	of	many	people	in	Rome.	Several	times	he	
references	the	work	and	help	that	people	provided;	even	acknowledging	those	who	were	saved	
before	him	through	the	ministries	of	the	original	apostles.	The	word	“labor”	is	a	strong	word	that	
references	work	to	the	point	of	exhaustion.	Paul	wanted	to	let	these	people	know	how	much	that	
meant	to	him.	Their	labor	and	effort	was	not	in	vain!		
	
Lastly,	Paul	talked	about	the	diverse	groups	of	people	that	he	accepted	as	one	body.	Apelles	was	
“approved	of	Christ,”	meaning	that	his	conduct	measured	up	to	be	evident	fruit	of	the	Spirit.	Paul	
referred	to	many	“brethren”	referring	to	fellow	Jews	that	received	the	Gospel.	Paul	even	mentioned	a	
man	named	Narcissus,	which	translates	into	the	English	word	“Stupid.”	The	title	of	such	a	man	didn’t	
discourage	Paul	from	accepting	him	and	his	household	as	fellow	believers	and	critical	parts	of	God’s	
work.	Whether	Paul	knew	their	names,	or	just	knew	the	households,	Paul	freely	accepted	all	those	
who	identified	with	the	Gospel	to	proclaim	the	truth	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	same	should	be	true	of	all	
God’s	people!		
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A Holy Kiss 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:16 – Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ 
greet you. 

Throughout	the	Book	of	Romans,	one	of	the	prevailing	messages	of	the	Bible	is	that	God’s	people	
should	be	stirred	up	by	the	Gospel.	The	manner	in	which	God’s	people	should	be	stirred	up,	is	
with	thanks	and	gratitude	towards	God	for	the	abundant	mercy	and	grace	that	God	has	given	
through	the	incarnation,	life,	death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	Bible	
teaches	that	our	gratitude	towards	God	should	be	inspired,	motivated,	and	manufactured	by	the	
Holy	Spirit	through	conduct	–	specifically,	the	way	we	treat	one	another.	When	we	are	humble	
and	contrite,	the	Holy	Spirit	will	dwell	in	our	hearts	to	express	our	gratitude	unto	God	by	
treating	fellow	believers	in	the	manner	that	Christ	treated	them.	The	fulfillment	of	our	salvation	
is	made	manifest	through	the	denial	of	self	in	order	to	encourage	the	spiritual	well-being	of	
others.	This	takes	place	through	the	exercising	of	spiritual	gifts,	but	must	begin	with	the	desire	
that	the	Spirit	gives	us	to	value	one	another	for	the	sake	of	the	Gospel.		
	
As	the	Holy	Spirit	teaches	and	convicts	about	the	testimony	of	Jesus,	we	should	understand	how	
valuable	and	important	other	believers	are.	Receiving	the	convictions	about	the	righteousness	of	
Jesus,	we	should	be	reminded	daily	that	we’re	not	Him,	but	also	that	we	are	individual	members	
by	which	the	total	congregation	of	Jesus’	church	is	fitted	together	to	resemble	His	image.	We	
should	understand	that	we	cannot	fulfill	God’s	purposes	or	be	satisfied	in	our	service	to	the	Lord	
without	being	connected	to	other	believers.	The	humility	we	receive	from	the	Holy	Spirit	should	
cause	us	to	understand	our	dependency	on	the	Lord	and	His	righteousness	through	our	
partnerships	in	ministry	to	do	as	the	Lord	commanded	us.		
	
This	understanding	should	stimulate	an	intense	affection	and	intimate	concern	for	the	church.	If	
not	for	other	men	and	women	that	have	been	cleansed	by	the	blood	of	Jesus,	we	would	not	know	
the	Lord,	nor	be	able	to	serve	Him	appropriately.	This	is	why	the	Apostle	Paul	instructed	the	
church	to	“greet”	each	other	in	a	specific	way.	First,	the	word	“greet”	is	a	strong	Greek	word	that	
is	perhaps	better	translated	in	this	context,	“embrace.”	We	are	to	receive	one	another	as	
clutching	and	clinging	to	one	another	since	we	are	fitted	together	by	the	bond	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
Regardless	of	personal	differences,	we	are	fitted	together	for	spiritual	purposes	for	God’s	glory,	
and	without	this	connection,	we	are	unable	to	bring	glory	to	our	Savior.	The	“holy	kiss”	was	
traditionally	a	kiss	on	the	lips,	expressing	deep	and	intimate	affection	through	brotherly	love.	
The	reference	to	a	“holy	kiss”	shows	that	our	embrace	of	one	another	should	not	be	indifferent	
or	passive,	but	instead,	passionate	with	concern	and	genuine	care.	The	Apostle	Peter	concluded	
his	first	epistle	using	this	same	language,	calling	a	“holy	kiss”	a	“kiss	of	love,”	referring	to	agape	
love,	the	love	of	God.	Thus,	the	Bible	shows	that	we	are	to	not	only	state	our	concern	for	one	
another,	but	also	express	that	intimate	concern,	gratitude,	and	affection	for	one	another.		
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Avoid Divisions & Offenses 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:17-18 – Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions 
and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who 
are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words 
and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. 

As	Paul	finished	his	letter	to	the	church	in	Rome,	he	quickly	addressed	three	additional	issues	
that	are	critical	in	our	efforts	to	glorify	God.	We	cannot	glorify	God	without	taking	these	things	
into	consideration.	The	first	point	that	Paul	made	was	concerning	divisions	and	offenses.	These	
points	we	so	compelling	that	he	again,	“beseeched”	or	“urged”	the	church	to	consider	these	
things	carefully.	These	issues	are	poisonous	to	the	Gospel	and	the	people	who	seek	to	distribute	
it.	Paul	explained	that	divisions	and	offenses	aren’t	issues	that	spring	up	all	on	their	own.	They	
come	from	people	who	have	motivated	intents	to	gratify	themselves	at	the	expense	of	others.		
	
This	is	why	Paul	said	to	“note”	these	people;	that	is,	to	look	out	for	them,	be	attentive	to	them,	and	
pay	attention	to	the	reality	that	these	things	happen.	However,	in	2	Thessalonians	3:14-15,	Paul	
wrote	that	these	people	are	not	to	be	treated	as	the	enemy,	but	admonished	as	brethren.	In	Titus	3:9-
11,	Paul	clarified	that	after	a	second	admonishment,	if	there	is	no	change,	they	are	to	be	removed	so	
as	to	preserve	the	integrity	of	the	rest	of	the	body	of	Christ.	God’s	people	are	not	to	be	indifferent	to	
these	issues	and	neglect	addressing	them.	That	is	not	pleasing	to	God.	We	are	not	to	be	naïve	that	
these	things	take	place.	To	please	God,	our	aim	needs	to	be	to	ensure	the	overall	health	of	the	
congregation	of	God’s	people,	which	means	addressing	threats	to	God’s	work.		
	
That	said,	it	is	important	to	see	how	Paul	identified	these	people.	Paul	was	not	referring	to	difficult	
people	that	are	hard	to	get	alone	with.	Notice	that	the	divisions	and	offenses	are	specific	to	the	
doctrine	of	the	Gospel.	Many	people	get	mistreated	because	they	are	disagreeable	about	minor	
things,	and	painted	as	divisive	heathens.	Paul	specifically	noted	that	the	issue	deals	with	the	manner	
in	which	the	Gospel	and	Bible	teaching	is	handled.	Those	who	cause	“divisions”	are	those	who	seek	to	
stir	up	opposition	regarding	fundamental	issues	of	the	Gospel.	Those	who	cause	“offenses”	are	those	
who	trip	people	up	concerning	issues	of	scripture.		
	
Paul	explained	that	people	do	these	sorts	of	destructive	things	in	order	to	gratify	selfish	ambition.	In	
Philippians	3:17-19	Paul	explained	that	those	who	feed	their	belly	this	way	are	those	who	seek	their	
own	glory	and	self-gratification	as	their	god.	This	is	poisonous	to	the	Gospel!	These	selfish	people	go	
about	their	divisiveness	and	offenses	by	targeting	those	who	are	unsuspecting.	Unfortunately,	there	
are	many	in	the	church	who	don’t	heed	the	warnings	of	scripture,	and	don’t	pay	attention	to	these	
sorts	of	threats.	They	don’t	take	the	warnings	of	the	Word	serious	and	so	are	susceptible	to	
confusion,	not	able	to	discern	manmade	philosophies	and	worldly	principles	from	the	truth	of	
scripture.	They’ll	use	words	that	sound	right,	but	are	contrary	to	God’s	truth.	If	we’re	not	proactively	
watching	for	these	threats,	addressing	them	Biblically,	we	can’t	please	God	as	a	healthy	body.	
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Grace Thru Crushing! 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:19-20 – For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I 
am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning 
evil. And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ [be] with you. Amen. 

The	promises	of	God	are	clear.	It	is	the	manner	in	which	God	fulfills	His	promises	that	becomes	
hard	to	understand.	God	doesn’t	do	things	like	we	do.	God	doesn’t	bring	benefits	in	the	ways	that	
people	expect.	God	promised	to	offer	forgiveness	of	sins	through	the	Messiah,	but	the	Jews	could	
not	understand	how	forgiveness	came	by	Jesus	as	a	man.	God	promised	to	bring	victory	to	His	
people	over	the	enemies	of	this	life	and	over	the	devil.	People	didn’t	expect	victory	to	come	
through	the	crucifixion.	Thus,	it	is	not	a	surprise	that	the	peace	and	grace	of	God	come	in	a	way	
that	is	atypical	to	human	logic	and	rationale.	God	continues	to	do	things	in	ways	that	seem	
backwards	to	us,	but	are	right	in	line	with	the	ways	He’s	been	doing	things	all	along.		
	
The	Apostle	Paul	encouraged	the	church	by	stating	that	their	conduct	to	conform	to	the	righteous	
standards	of	God’s	law	were	renown.	He	encouraged	them	to	keep	it	up!	It	was	a	good	thing	that	the	
people	sought	to	do	things	the	way	God	prescribed	in	the	Word.	He	was	excited	for	their	hearts	being	
changed	and	motivated	to	live	God’s	way	according	to	the	example	left	by	Jesus.	At	the	same	time,	
Paul	warned	the	church	to	stay	that	course.	His	warning	shows	that	while	we	might	do	well	one	day,	
it	is	easy	to	quickly	fall	off	our	course	and	go	astray.	We	might	be	known	for	obedience	one	day,	but	
suddenly	migrate	to	walking	in	darkness	without	our	realizing	it.	Recall,	the	principle	of	justification	
teaches	that	we	are	declared	righteous	by	God,	not	made	righteous.	We	are	always	susceptible	to	
stray	back	into	old	sinful	habits	and	fall	off	the	path	of	obedience.	We	need	to	be	aware	and	careful.		
	
Paul	wanted	the	church	to	be	“simple”	concerning	evil.	The	word	simple	means	to	be	unmixed	with	
evil.	The	word	means	that	the	church	should	not	be	filled	with	evil.	The	reason	for	this	was	because	
Paul	was	confident	in	God’s	coming	judgment.	If	God	will	judged	the	wicked,	why	should	we	allow	
wickedness	in	our	lives	so	as	to	risk	the	harm	of	God’s	judgment?	Just	because	we	think	we’re	good	
one	day	doesn’t	mean	we	really	are,	and	will	be	the	next	day.	We	need	to	continually	keep	from	
“mixing”	with	and	being	filled	with	evil	passions	on	account	of	the	judgment	God	will	soon	bring.	
	
God’s	judgment	against	evil	is	a	critical	point	that	all	believers	should	keep	in	mind	at	all	times	
because	it	is	the	way	that	God	will	fulfill	His	eternally	unconditional	promises	to	us.	Notice	that	the	
peace	of	God	comes	as	a	result	of	God’s	destruction	of	the	devil	as	promised	way	back	in	Genesis	
3:15.	There,	God	promised	to	judge	Satan	by	crushing	him	with	His	foot.	God	will	soon	do	so,	and	only	
when	that	work	is	done	will	the	peace	of	God	be	fully	received	without	corruption.	Since	God	made	
this	promise	in	Genesis	in	the	context	of	Adam	and	Eve’s	failure,	this	promise	comes	by	grace,	
administrated	by	Jesus.	So	our	continual	awareness	and	desire	of	God’s	promises	should	always	
bring	to	remembrance	the	destruction	God	will	bring	against	evil	so	that	we	separate	from	it.		
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Acknowledging Others 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:21-24 – Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and 
Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. I, Tertius, who wrote [this] epistle, greet you in the 
Lord. Gaius, my host and [the host] of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the 
treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ [be] with you all. Amen. 

The	Book	of	Romans	is	a	tremendous	book	on	account	of	the	exceptional	knowledge	and	
understanding	Paul	exemplified	to	harmonize	the	Old	Covenant	and	New	Covenant	principles	
according	to	God’s	eternally	unconditional	purposes	and	promises.	The	Lord	certainly	did	a	unique	
work	with	Paul	to	move	him	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	enabling	him	to	write	the	things	that	he	did.	However,	
Paul	was	quick	to	acknowledge	the	help	he	received	along	the	way,	constantly	recognizing	people	
that	had	enabled	his	ministry.	Paul	knew	that,	though	his	work	for	the	Gospel	was	unique,	it	was	not	
exclusive.	Paul	thanked	God	by	honoring	these	men	and	women	in	his	letters.	Thus,	the	constant	
mentions	of	others	show	that,	if	we	want	to	glorify	God,	we	need	to	acknowledge	the	blessings	that	
God	brings	through	others	to	equip	us	unto	our	purpose.	
	
It	is	important	to	consider	the	other	moving	parts	of	the	body	of	Christ	that	the	Lord	connects	us	to,	
that	He	ordains	for	every	believer	to	equip	us	in	the	service	He	appoints	for	us.	Without	these	people,	
we	can’t	fulfill	our	purpose.	Paul	confessed	that	there	were	many	people	that	brought	him	help,	
hospitality,	and	were	willing	participants	to	hear	the	Gospel	he	preached	as	a	receptive	audience.	
Paul	was	thankful	for	all	of	this!	He	first	mentioned	his	“fellow	workers”	that	were	with	him	at	the	
time.	The	language	isolates	Timothy,	likely	because	he	was	partly	Gentile,	while	the	others	were	full	
Jews.	Either	way,	Paul	mentioned	their	names	to	show	they	were	assisting	him	in	his	purpose	for	the	
Gospel.	Paul	also	mentioned	four	other	people	that	are	mentioned	in	more	detail	in	the	Book	of	Acts.	
Lucius	is	mentioned	in	Acts	13:1	as	a	first-generation	believer,	serving	as	a	“prophet	and	teacher”	
with	the	likes	of	Barnabas	at	the	church	of	Antioch.	Jason	is	mentioned	in	Acts	17:5-9	as	a	man	that	
housed	Paul	while	he	was	in	Thessalonica	and	suffered	great	persecutions	from	the	Jewish	religious	
leaders	when	Gentiles	started	getting	saved.	Sosipater	is	mentioned	in	Acts	20:4	as	someone	that	
helped	Paul	“turn	the	world	upside	down”	when	traveling	through	Macedonia	to	Syria.	Tertius	
helped	Paul	by	penning	this	epistle,	likely	on	account	of	the	eyesight	issues	that	Paul	had.		
	
Paul	mentioned	Gaius	as	a	gracious	host	to	him	and	his	crew,	helping	Paul	with	housing	like	Jason	
did.	This	Gaius	of	Corinth	is	likely	a	different	Gaius	than	others	mentioned	in	scripture,	but	another	
helper	nonetheless.	Paul	then	acknowledged	the	people	who	were	willing	to	hear	the	Gospel	before	
that	became	converts	and	helpful	partners	in	ministry,	including	Erastus	and	Quartus;	Erastus	being	
a	public	official	in	Corinth,	even	a	treasurer	of	a	major	pagan	city!	Paul	had	a	lot	of	people	to	be	
thankful	for	showing	how	complex	and	involved	God’s	hand	is	in	the	lives	of	many	individuals	for	a	
single	purpose.	For	this,	we	should	all	be	thankful,	not	just	to	God,	but	for	those	He	placed	in	our	lives	
to	aid	us	in	the	work	He	called	us	to!		



	
A	Daily	Devotional	by	Proper	Knowledge	Ministries	
Emphasis	on	Him.	
2	Peter	1:2	
www.properknowledge.com	

 
 
 
 
 

Applying The Book of Romans 
 

Scripture: Romans 16:25-27 – Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept 
secret since the world began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures 
made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for 
obedience to the faith-- to God, alone wise, [be] glory through Jesus Christ forever. 
Amen. 

The	Book	of	Romans	is	perhaps	the	most	thorough	and	comprehensive	explanation	–	from	start	to	
finish	–	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	Paul	explained	the	principles	of	God’s	righteousness	concerning	
condemnation,	justification,	sanctification,	and	the	security	of	God’s	forgiveness.	Paul	explained	the	
problems	that	come	with	the	revelation	of	God’s	righteousness	in	terms	of	Israel’s	rejection	of	God,	
the	confusing	reception	of	God	by	Gentiles,	and	God’s	gracious	plan	to	restore	Israel	in	the	future.	
Then	Paul	addressed	the	specific	conduct	of	God’s	righteousness,	made	manifest	in	those	who	have	
been	justified	by	faith;	all	to	show	that	He	alone	is	responsible	for	the	blessings	and	benefits	that	
come	to	those	who	trust	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.		
	
Paul’s	last	words	in	this	book	consisted	of	a	quick	summary	of	thoughts	that	help	us	understand	how	
to	actually	apply	all	of	these	complex	truths	to	our	lives.	Since	we	are	not	justified	by	our	works,	it	is	
important	to	note	that	the	“application”	of	the	Book	of	Romans	STILL	does	not	consist	of	a	list	of	
things	to	do,	but	a	thought	process	and	attitude	towards	work	that	God	has	already	been	doing.	To	
apply	that	which	we	learned	in	the	Book	of	Romans,	we	need	to	first	rely	upon	God’s	power	to	
establish	us.	It	is	He	who	sets	us	in	place,	keeps	us	consistent	and	able	according	to	the	Word.	Paul	
wrote	that	God	establishes	us	by	the	Gospel	He	authored,	revealed,	and	fulfilled	by	the	manifestation	
of	His	own	righteousness	through	Jesus	–	the	Son	of	God	and	Messiah.	The	first	step	to	applying	the	
Book	of	Romans	to	our	lives	is	to	remember	this	truth	daily!	
	
We	need	to	consider	the	means	by	which	God	establishes	us	as	well.	Paul	wrote	that	God	establishes	
us	by	the	teaching	and	preaching	of	Jesus;	and	His	identity	and	purpose	to	fulfil	the	prophetic	
scriptures	according	to	His	wisdom.	We	are	not	established	by	our	desire	or	effort.	We	are	
established	by	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	equip	people	in	the	Word,	sharing	it	in	various	ways	that	
help	us	remember	who	Jesus	is	and	why	that	matters.	Applying	the	Book	of	Romans	requires	us	to	
remember	why	God	desires	to	establish	us	in	the	manner	that	Paul	wrote.	God	wants	to	make	Himself	
and	the	Gospel	known	to	the	whole	world.	Though	Paul	wrote	it	was	“his	Gospel,”	Paul’s	Gospel	was	
the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	according	to	God’s	authorship,	which	was	to	be	made	known	to	all	for	the	
purpose	of	equipping	obedience	to	His	eternal	purposes.		
	
Lastly,	applying	the	Book	of	Romans	to	our	lives	requires	us	to	understand	that	the	point	of	all	of	this	
is	so	that	God	will	be	glorified	by	the	fulfillment	of	it.	Our	self-indulgence,	gratification	and	comfort	is	
hardly	a	priority.	If	God	alone	is	righteous,	to	Him	be	the	glory,	and	to	Him	alone	–	Amen!		
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